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PREFACE. 



IT is thought right to prefix to the Substance 
of the Debate on Slavery a republication 
of the Prospectus and occasional Circular 
Letters of the " Society for mitigating and 
gradually abolishing the State of Slavery 
throughout the British Dominions." 

PROSPECTUS OF THE SOCIEI Y. 
{Published in March 1823.) 

Among the manifold evils to which man is liable, 
there is not perhaps one more extensively produc- 
tive of wretchedness than person al slavery. 

Slavery may, without exaggeration, be described 
as inflicting on the unhappy subjects of it almost 
every injury which law, even in its rudest state, 
was intended to prevent. Is property an object 
of solicitude? The Slave, generally speakings can 
neither acquire nor securely enjoy it. Is exemp« 
tion from personal wrong indispensable to comfort ? 
The Slave is liable to indignity and insult, to 
restraint and punishment, at the mere caprice of 
another. He may be harassed and rendered 
miserable in a thousand ways which, so far from 
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admitting of the proof that would he requisite to 
obtain legal redress (even where any legal redress 
is ostensibly provided), can perhaps with difficulty 
be distintfuished ;froli3 such exercise of a master's 
power as admits of no regulation or controul. 
Even life itself may7 with impunity, be wantonly 
sported with : it may be abridged by insufficient 
sustenance ; it may be wasted by excessive labour; 
nay, it may be sacrificed by brutal violence, with- 
out any proportionate risk of adequate punishment. 

In short, the Slave can have no security for 
property, comfort, or life ; because he himself is 
not Ids own : he belongs to another, who, with or 
without the ofi'er of a reason or pretence, can at 
once separate all from him, and him from all which 
mves value to existence. 

Again : What sense of moral obligation can he 
be expected to possess who is shackled with re- 
spect to every action and purpose, and is scarcely 
dealt with as an accountable being? Will the 
man, for example, whose testimony is rejected 
with scorn, be solicitous to establish a character 
for veracity ? Will those who are treated as cattle, 
be taught thereby to resti'ain those natural appe- 
tites which they possess, in common with their 
fellow-labourers in the team? Or will women be 
prepared for the due performance of domestic and 
maternal duties by being refused the connubial 
tic, or by being led to regard prostitution to their 
owner, or his representative, as the most honourable 
distinction to which they can aspire? 
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From this source of Slavery, then, flows every 
species of personal suffering and moral degradation, 
until its wretched victim is sunk almost to the 
level of the brute ; with this farther disadvantage, 
that, not being wholly irrational, he is capable of 
inspiring gi^eater degrees of terror, resentment, and 
aversion, and will therefore seem to his owner to 
require and to justify severer measures of coercion. 
And let it not be forgotten, that Slavery is itself 
not merely the effect, it is also the very cause, ot 
the Slave Trade — of that system of fraud and 
violence by which Slaves are procured. If Slavery 
were extinct, the Slave Trade must cease. But 
while it is suflTered to exist, that murderous traffic 
will still find a fatal incentive in the solicitude of 
the Slaveholder to supply the waste of life which 
his cupidity and cruelty have occasioned. Thus, 
in every point of view, is Slavery productive of 
the worst consequences to all the parties concerned. 
Besides all the direct and wide-wasting injuries 
which it inflicts on its immediate victims, it substi- 
tutes for the otherwise peaceful merchant a blood- 
thirsty pirate trading in human flesh ; and, by 
ministering to pride, avarice, and sensuality, by 
exciting the angry passions, and hardening the heart 
against the best feelings of our nature, it tends 
to convert the owner of Slaves into a merciless 
tyrant. 

The Society, be it remembered, are not now en- 
deavouring to rouse indignation against particular 
acts of extraordinary cruelty, or to hold up to 
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merited reprehension individuals notorious for their 
crimes. They are only exhibiting a just picture 
of the nature and obvious tendencies of . Slavery 
itself wheresoever and by whomspev(Qr practised. 
They are very far from asserting, ox supposing^ 
that every one of the enormities ;t0 ; which they 
have alluded will be found to co-exist in all their 
horrors in every place where Slaves may be found ; 
but they know that in such places they have existed, 
at one time or other, in a greater or less degree ; 
that in niany places they are even now in full and 
fearful force ; and that they are liable to be re- 
vived in all. Should this picture appear to some 
persons to be overcharged, they would refer them 
to the most decisive and unquestionable authori- 
ties. The felon Slave-trader, indeed, they con- 
sign to the laws of England, and to the recorded 
reprobation of Europe. But for the accuracy of 
their delineation of the wretchedness and degra- 
dation connected with the condition of Personal 
SlaV;ery, (most willing as they are to admit the 
buraanity of many of the owners of Slaves, and 
the praiseworthy efforts which some of them have 
made to mitigate, on their own estates, the evils of 
colonial bondage,) they appeal to ancient and to 
modern history, and to every traveller worthy of 
credit who has visited the regions where that con- 
dition of society prevails. Three thousand years 
ago, a heathen poet could tell us, 

Jo\:e fixed it certain, that whatever day 
Makes man a Slave takes half his worth away- 
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And this might be shewn to be the concurrent 
testimony of all ages. 

The enenflies of Negro freedoni, in our own age 
and country, were so sensible of this truth, that 
with great shrewdness they disputed the claim of 
the Negro race to be regarded as men. They 
doubtless felt with Montesquieu, that, if " Ne- 
groes were allowed to be men, a doubt might 
arise whether their masters could be Christians." 
This position, however, has been abandoned as 
untenable ; and we may therefore indulge a san- 
guine hope of at length recovering for them the 
indubitable rights of humanity, so long and so 
cruelly withheld by the strong arm of oppression. 

Sonie persons, however, may here be disposed 
to ask, how it is possible, if slavery is an evil 
so enormous as it has nov/ been represented to be, 
that it should not oiily have been tolerated, but 
recognized and established as a legal condition of 
society, by so many polished and even Christian 
nations, up to this very day ? The Society admit, 
that, to a humane and considerate mind, nothing 
can seem more extraordinary, than that this and 
other enormities, the removal of which lies obviously 
within the corripass of human ability, should -^et 
continue to torment mankind from age to age. 
But our past supineness in no degree weakens the 
obligation we are under to attempt their removal, 
when their real nature has been detected and ex- 
posed. Nor will the plea of prescription and an- 
tiquity, or of previous connivance, justify the 

b 
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prolongation of practices which both religion and 
natural justice condemn as crimes. The African 
Slave Trade, with all the abominations accom- 
panying its every stage, had been carried on for 
centuries, without attracting observation ; and, 
even after it had excited the attention of a few 
benevolent individuals, it cost many a laborious 
effort and many a painful disappointment, before 
a conviction of its inherent turpitude and crimi- 
nality became general, and its condemnation was 
sealed in this country. In the exultation pro- 
duced by this victory, it was perhaps too readily 
believed that the Colonial Slavery, which had been 
fed by the Slave Trade, would, when all foreign 
supply was stopped, undergo a gradual, but rapid 
mitigation, until it had ceased to reproach our 
free institutions and our Christian profession, and 
was no longer known but as a foul blot in our 
past history. It was this hope, joined to a liberal 
confidence in the enlarged and benevolent pur- 
poses of the colonial proprietary, which prevented 
the immediate prosecution of such further parlia- 
mentary measures as should have at once placed 
the unhappy Slave under the protection of the law, 
an^ have prepared the way for his restoration to 
those sacred and inalienable rights of humanity 
of which he had been unjustly dispossessed. But if, 
as is the fact, these hopes have proved illusory, 
and have only served, to render the disappoint- 
ment more bitter and mortifying, shall the friends 
of the African race be now reproached for wait- 
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iisg no longer, when the real ground of reproach 
is, that they should have waited so long? Th^y 
place themselves then on the ii^imoveable ground 
of Christian principle, while they invoke the in- 
terference of Parliament, and of the country at 
large, to effect the immediate mitigation, with a 
view to the gradual and final extinction, in aU 
parts of the British Dominions, of a system which 
is at war with every principle of religion and oio^- 
rality, and outrages every benevolent feeling. 
And they entertain the fullest conviction that the 
s^me spirit of justice and humanity which has 
already achieved so signal a victory will again 
display itself in all its energy, nor relax its efforts 
until it shall have consummated its triumphs. 

The objects of this Society cannot be more 
clearly and comprehensively defined than in the 
following Resolutions, which w^ere unanimously 
adopted at its first meeting. 

That the individuals composing the present 
meeting are deeply impressed with the magnitude 
and number of the evils attached to the system of 
Slavery which prevails in many of the Colonies of 
Great Britain ; a system which appears to them 
to be opposed to the spirit and precepts of Chris- 
tianity, as well as repugnant to every dictate of 
natural humanity and justicOo 

That they long indulged a hope, that the 
great measure of the Abolition of the Slave Trade, 
for which an Act of the Legislature was passed in 
1807, after a struggle of twenty years, would have 
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tended rapidly to the mitigation and gradual ex^ 
tinction of Negro bondage in the British Colonies ; 
but that in this hope they have been painfully dis* 
appointed ; and, after a lapse of sixteen years, 
they have still to deplore the almost undiminished 
prevalence of the very evils which it wa& one great 
object of the abolition to remedy. 

" That under these circumstances they feel 
themselves called upon, by the most binding con^ 
siderations of their duty as Christians, by their 
best sympathies as men, and by their solicitude to 
maintain unimpaired the high reputation and the 
solid prosperity of their country, to exert them- 
selves, in their separate and collective capacities, 
in furthering this most important object, and in 
endeavouring by all prudent and lawful means to 
mitigate, and eventually to abolish, the Slavery 
existing in our Colonial possessions. 

That an Association be now formed, to be 
called ' The Society for mitigating and gradually 
abolishing the State of Slavery throughout the 
British Dominions and that a Subscription be 
entered into for that purpose." 

With respect to the means of carrying these ob- 
jects into effect, they must, in some measure, depend 
on circumstances. For such as are more obvious, 
particularly the obtaining and diffusing of infor- 
mation, considerable funds will be required; and 
it will therefore be necessary to promote subscrip- 
tions, not only iri the metropolis, but in all parts of 
the kingdom. 
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A BRIEF VIEW OF THE NATURE AND EFFECTS 
OF NEGUO SLAVERY, AS IT EXISTS IK THE 
COLONIES OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

(Published in April .1823. J _ 

The Committee of the Society for mitigating 
and gradually abolishing the State of Slavery 
throughout the British Dominions, understanding 
that a strong and very general desire prevails, la 
all parts of the country, to be furnished with a 
compendious view of the nature and effects of 
Negro Slavery, as it exists in the Colonies of 
Great Britain, have thought it their duty to draw 
up and circulate the following Summary of infor- 
mation on that subject, 

- ■ • ' ■ . . • • , ' 
In the Colonies of Great Britain there are at 

this moment upwards of 800,000 human beings in 

a state of degrading personal slavery, 

. These unhappy persons, whether young or old, 
male or female, are the absolute property of their 
master, who may sell or transfer them at his plea- 
sure, and who may also regulate according to his 
discretion (within certain limits) the measure of 
their labour, their food, and their punishment. 

Many of the Slaves are (and all may be) 
branded like cattle, by means of a hot iron, on 
the shoulder or other conspicuous part of the body, 
with the initials of their piaster's name and thus 
bear about them, in indelible characlers^ the proof 
of their debased and servile state. 
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The Slaves, whether male or female, are driven 
- to labour by the impulse of the cart-whip, for 
the sole benefit of their owners, from whom they 
receive no wages; and this labour is continued 
(with certain intermissions for breakfast and 
dinner), from morning to night, throughout the 
year. ' ■ 

In the season of crop, which lasts for four or 
five months of the year, their labour is protracted 
not only throughout the day, as at other times, 
but during either half the night, or the whole of 
every alternate night 

Besides being generally made to work under the 
lash, without wages, the Slaves are further obliged 
to labour for their own maintenance on that day 
which ought to be devoted to repose and religious 
instruction. And as that day is also their only 
market-day, it follows, that " Sunday shines no 
Sabbath-day to them," but is of necessity a day 
of worldly occupation, and much bodily exertion. 

The colonial laws arm the master, or any one 
to whom he may delegate his authority, with a 
power to punish his slaves to a certain extent, 
without the intervention of the magistrate, and 
without any responsibility for the use of this tre- 
mendous discretion ; and to that extent he may 
punish them for any offence, or for no offence. 
These discretionary punishments are usually in- 
flicted on the naked body with the cart-whip, an 
instrument of dreadful severity, which cruelly la« 
cerates the flesh of the sufl:erero Even the un- 



PREFACE. xy 

happy females are equally liable with the men to 
have their persons thus shamelessly exposed and 
barbarously tortured at the caprice of their naaster 
or overseer. 

The Slaves being regarded in the eye of the 
law as mere chattels, they are liable to be seij^ed 
in execution for their master's debts, and, without 
any regard to the family ties wWch .may be 
broken by this oppressive and rnerciless process, 
to be sold by auction to (he highest bidder, 
who may remove them to a distant part of 
the same colony, or even exile them to another 
colony. 

Marriage, that blessing of civilized and even of 
savage life, is protected in the case of the Slaves 
by no legal sanction. It cannot be, said to ^xist 
among them. Those, therefore, who live together 
as man and wife, are liable to be separated by the 
caprice of their master, or by sale for the satjisfac- 
lion of his creditors. 

The Slaves in general have little or no access to 
the means of Christian instruction. 

The effect of the want of such instruction, as 
well as of the absence of any marriage tie, is, that 
the most unrestrained licentiousness, (exhibited in 
a degrading, disgusting, and depopulating promis- 
cuous intercourse,) prevails almost universally 
among the Slaves ; and is encouraged, no less 
universally, by the example of their superiors the 
Whites. 

The evidence of Slaves is not admitted by the 
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Colonial CourtSj iir any civil or crinriinal case 
affecting a person of free condition. If a White 
mati; therefore, perpetrates the most atrocious acts 
of barbarity, in the presence of Slaves only, the 
injured party is left Without any means of legal 
redress. 

Irt none of the Colonies of Great Britain have 
those legal facilities been afforded to the Slave, to 
pufeh&se his ovvh freedom, which have produced 
snth fext^Bhsively beneficial effects in the colonial 
possessions of Spain and Portugal; where the Slaves 
have been manumitted in large lumbers, not only 
without injury, but with benefit to the master, 
and with decided advantage to the public peace 
and ^afety^ On the contrary, in many of our 
coloniesj even the voluntary manumission of Slaves 
by their master has been obstructed, and in some 
rendered nearly impossible, by large fines. 

It is an universal principle of Colonial Law, 
that all Black or Coloured persons are presumed 
and taken to be Slaves, unless they can legally 
prove the contrary. The liberty therefore, even 
of free persotis, is thus often greatly endangered, 
and sometimes lost. They are liable to be appre- 
hended as run-away Slaves ; and they are further 
liable, as such, to be sold into endless bondage, if 
they fail to do that which, though free, nay, 
though born perhaps in Great Britain itself, they 
may be unable to do,~namely, to establish the 
fact of their freedom by such evidence as the 
colonial laws require. 
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Let it be remembered also, thai many Ihoufeand 
infants are annually born within the Britii5;h do- 
minions to no inheritance but that of the hapless, 
hopeless, servitude which has been described; 
and the general oppressiveness of which might be 
inferred from this striking and most opprobrious 
fact alone, that while in the United States of 
America the Slaves increase rapidly—- sorapidly as 
to double their number in twenty years— there 
is, even now, in the British Colonies, no in- 
crease, but on the contrary a diminution of their 
numbers* 

Such are some of the more prominent features 
of Negro Slavery, as it exists in the Colonies of ^ 
Great Britain, Revolting as they are, they 
form only a part of those circumstances of wretch- 
edness and degradation which might be pointed 
out as characterizing that unhappy state of being. 

Confining, however, our view to the particulars 
which have been specified^ every enlightened 
Christian, nay every reasonable man, must allow 
that it is a case which calls loudly for interference. 
Is it possible that any free-born Briton . should 
contemplate such a state of things, without the 
liveliest emotions of shame and grief and indigna- 
tion ; or that, satisfied with the recollection of his 
own comforts, he should refuse to listen to the cry 
of the wretched Negro ? These things being 
made known to us, we are bound, without hesita- 
tion or delay, to come forward and address our 

c 
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earnest petitions to the Legislature, that a remedy 
may be applied to such enormous evils, and that 
our country may be delivered, from the guilt of 
participating in a system so fraught with the 
grossest injustice and oppression to hundreds of 
thousands of pur fellow-subjects. 

It will hardly be aUegedj that any man can 
have a right to retain his fellow-creatures in a 
state so miserable and degrading as has been 
described. And the absence of such right will 
be still more apparent, if we consider how these 
Slaves were originally obtained. They, or their 
parents, were the victims of the Slave Trade. 
They were obtained, not by any lawful means^ or 
under any colourable pretext, but by the most 
undisguised rapine, and the most atrocious frauds 
Torn from their homes and from every dear re- 
lation in life, barbarously manacled, driven like 
herds of cattle to the sea-shore, crowded into the 
pestilential holds of slave-ships, they were trans- 
ported to our colonies and there sold into inter- 
iidinable bondage. 

Great Britain, it is true, has abolished her 
African Slave Trade, and branded it as felony ; 
and it is impossible to reflect without exultation 
on that great act of national justice. 

The grateful acknowledgments of the country 
ai^ also due to the Government^ for their persever- 
ing efforts to induce other nations to follow the 
sam-e course, and thus to rescue Africa from the 
desolating effects of the Slave Trade* Those 
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efforts, though hitherto iinatteiided with all the 
success they merit, it is hoped^. will be strenuoiisly 
and unremittingly continued^ until that oefarious 
traffic shall be declared pirjacy by the concurrent 
voice of all nations. 

When the British Slave Trade was abolished, 
a confident expectation was entertained that the 
certain result of that measure would be the rapid 
mitigation and final extinction of the colonial 
bondage which had sprung from it, and which in 
its princi|)le is equally indefensible. 

Sixteen years, however, have now elapsed since 
the British Slave Trade was abolished ; but, during 
that long period, what effectual steps have been 
taken, either in this country or in the colonies, for 
mitigating the rigours of Negro bondage, or for 
putting an end to a condition of society which so 
grievously outrages every feeling of humanity, 
while it violates every recognized principle both of 
the British Constitution and of the Christian Re- 
ligion? 

The Government and Legislature of this coun- 
try have on various occasions^ and in the most 
solemn and unequivocal terms, denounced the 
Slave Trade as immoral^ inhuman, and unjust ; 
but the legal perpetuation of that state of slavery, 
which has been produced by it, is, surely, in its 
principle, no less immoral, inhuman, and unjust, 
than the trade itself. 

Notwithstanding those solemn denunciations, 
thousands of children are still annually born 
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SLAVES within the British dominions, and upwards 
of 800,000 of our fellow-creatures (the victims 
of the Slave I'rade, or descended from its victims) 
are still retained in the same state of brutal de- 
pression. They are still driven like cattle to their 
uncompensated toil by the impulse of the lash. 
They are still exposed to severe and arbitrary pu- 
nishments. They are still bought and sold as 
merchandize. They are still denied the blessings 
of the marriage tie, and of the Christian Sabbath. 
And, in a variety of other respects, they continue 
to be an oppressed and degraded race, without any 
adequate participation in the civil privileges, or 
in the religiqus advantages, to which, as British 
subjects, they are unquestionably entitled. 

Even if it were admitted, that inconvenience 
might have arisen from immediately relaxing the 
bonds of the actual victims of the Slave Trade, 
or of their adult descendants, yet no satisfactory 
reason can be assigned, why, since the abolition 
of that trade, the children of those whom we p(ro- 
claimed to have been unjustly deprived of their 
liberty should continue to inherit the unhappy 
condition of their parents. 

It is by no means intended to attribute the ex- 
istence and continuance of this most opprobrious 
system to our Colonists exclusively. On the con- 
trary, the guilt and shame arising from it belong 
in perhaps an equal degree to the People and Par- 
liament of this country. But on that very account 
are we the more rigidly bound to lose no time in 



PREFACE. 



investigating the state of colonial bondage, and in 
adopting such measures, as shall bring it to the 
earliest termination which is compatible with the 
well-being of the parties who sustain its grievous 
yoke. 

But, besides our paramount and indispensable 
obligations, on moral and religious grounds, to 
relieve our colonial bondsmen from the <;ruel and 
degrading state to which we have reduced them, 
and to remedy as far as we can the numberless 
wrongs of which we have been the criminal au- 
thors ; it is further due to the character of Great 
Britain, in the eyes of foreign nations, that we 
should act agreeably to the principles which, in 
our discussions with them relative to the African 
Slave Trade, we have professed to make the basis 
of our representations* It would be vain to ex- 
pect that they should regard those professions as 
otherwise than insincere, or that they should defer 
to our representations, however urgenta if we ex- 
hibit in our own conduct the glaring inconsistency 
of sanctioning as legal, in our own dominions, 
practices of the very same nature, in effect, with 
those which we reprobate and denounce as im- 
moral, inhuman, and unjustj^ when they occur on 
the coast of Africa. 

It is therefore our clear and indisputable duty 
completely to reform our present colonial system, 
even if it should require a large pecuniary sacrifice 
to accomplish that object. But the proposed 
change, we believe, is prescribed to us not more 
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by moral and religious principle than by the 
soundest views of political expediency. In the 
present advanced state of knowledge, it can no 
longer be a question that the labour of slaves is 
much less profitable than that of freemen, and 
that it can only be supported at a very heavy ex- 
pense io the community at large. In proof of 
this, it will be sufficient to adduce the protecting 
duties and bounties afforded to the growers of 
sugar in the West Indies ; and without which they 
declare it would be iinpossible for them to con- 
tinue its culture. Indeed, we are persuaded that 
no institution which is directly at variance with, 
the will of the Supreme Governor of the Universe 
can prov6 a source of permanent ad^rant^ge either 
to nations or individuals. And, in the present 
case, it might be clearly demonstrated^ that the 
personal slavery which deforms the face of society 
in the British Colonies, and stains the British 
character, is as detrimental to the interests of the 
Slave Owner as it is cruel and oppressive to the 
Slave; and that its abolition, instead of proving 
an injury to either, will prove an unspeakable be- 
nefit to both. 

The Colonists say, that they shall sustain a 
great actual loss by the proposed change of sys- 
tetn. If So, they will of course have an opportu- 
nity of preferring and establishing their claim to 
indemnity. But whatever the extent of that claim 
may be proved to be, it is obvious that it attaches 
not to the Negro bondsman, but to llie Britisli 
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nation. It would be repugnant to every idea of 
equity^ if we were to discharge any debt we may 
owe to the Colonists, not from our own resources, 
but with the toil and swdX and blood of our 
African brethren. 

But, in whatever degree it may be found ne- 
cessary to indemnify the Colonists for any loss 
which may arise to them from the abolition of 
Negro Slavery; yet, while that state of sQciety 
continues uncha7iged^ there will be an insuperable 
objection in the mind of every conscientious indi- 
vidual to the adoption of any measures of pecu- 
niary relief, by means of protecting duties or 
bounties on their produce, or otherwise ; because 
it is obvious that such measures, however modified^, 
would involve the people of this country in the 
farther guilt of upholding a system which, when 
the facts of the case are known, it is impossible 
not to feel to be utterly repugnant to the princi- 
ples of justice and humanity, and to the whole 
spirit of Christianity. 

In any event, it is hoped that this momentous 
subject will be taken into the earliest consideration 
of Parliament, with the view of providing an ef- 
fectual remedy for the evils of colonial bondage, 
and raising the unhappy subjects of it, from their 
present state of wretchedness and degradation, to 
the enjoyment of the blessings of civil freedom 
and religious light; and it appears the unquestion- 
able duty of the friends of humanity, in all parts 
of the kingdom, to addriSss their early and earnest 
petitions to the Legislature for that purpose. 
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The Committee subjoin a List of Publications 
containing important information on the general 
subject of Slavery — viz. 

Itamsay's Essay on the Treatment and Conversion of Negro Slaves 

in the British Sugar Colonies, 1784. 
Debates on the Slave Trade, 1791, 1792, 180G, and 1807. 
Wilberforce's Letter to his Constituents, 1807. 
Pinckard's Notes on the West Indies, 1815. 
Collins*8 Professional Planter, 1804. 
Dixon's Mitigation of Slavery, 1814*. 

Watson's Defence of the Methodist Missions in the West Indies, 
1816. 

Report of the African Institution on Reasons for a Registry of 
Slaves, 1815. 

RevievjT of the Colonial Registry Bills by the African Institution, 
1820. 

Sixteenth Annual Report of the African Institution, 1822. 
Stephen's Letters to Wilberforce on the Registry of Slaves, 1816. 
Cropper's Letters to W^ilberforce, 1822. 
Singleton's Report of the State of Sierra Leone, 1822. 
Pamphleteer, No. XVI., containing Coster on the Amelioration of 
Slavery, 1816. 

Wilberforce's Appeal to the Religion, Justice, and Humanity of 

the Inhabitants of the British Empire on behalf of the Negro 

Slaves in the West Indies, 1823. . 
Negro Slavery, as it exists in the United States and in the West 

Indies, especially in Jamaica, 1823. 
Cropper's Letter on the Injurious Effects of High Prices and the 

Beneficial Effects of Low Prices on the Condition of Slavery, 

1823. 

Hodgson's Letter to Say, on the comparative Expenjse of Free and 

Slave Labour, 1823. 
East and West India Sugar, 1823. 

Proceedings in the House of Commons, on Slavery at the Cape 

of Good Hopes, 1822. 
Declaration of the Objects of the Liverpool Society for Abolishing 

Slavery, 1823. 

Thoughts on the Necessity of Improving the Condition of the Slaves 
in the British Colonies, vi^ith a View to their ultimate Emanci- 
pation ; and on the Practicability, the Safety, and the Advantages 
of the latter Measure : by T. Clarkson, Esq. 1823. 

A Review of some of the Arguments which are commonly advanced 
against Parliamentary Interference in Behalf of the Negro Slaves, 
with a Statement of Opinions which have been expressed on that 
Subject by many of our most .''stinguished Statesmen, including 
Earl Grey, Earl of Liverpool, LbVd Grenville, Lord Dudley and 
Ward, Lord Melville, Mr. Biirke, Mr. Pitt, &c. &c. &c. 1823. 
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HEPOHT OF THE COMMITTEE. 
( Published in August 1823. j 

Tme Committee of the Society for mitigating 
and gradually abolishing the State of Slavery 
throughout the British Dominions," have for some 
time been anxious to fulfil their promise of com- 
municating to the Public a brief view of their 
progress and prospects, and such suggestions re- 
specting the farther measures to be adopted as the 
state of their cause may seeii) to require. The 
delay which has occurred has, however, been un- 
avoidable. They felt it to be necessary, before 
they made the promised communication, to ascer- 
tain, with as much precision as possible, the in- 
tentions of his Majesty^'s Government with respect 
to this most momentous subject. 

The circulation of the Society's various publi- 
cations appears to have produced a more exten- 
sive effect than could have been anticipated ; and 
although the Session of Parliament was already 
considerably advanced before the public attention 
was engaged, no fewer than about two hundred 
and thirty Petitions were spontaneously addressed 
to Parliaiiient, from all parts of the country, pray- 
ing for the mitigation and gradual extinction of 
Slavery; and it is certain that the multiplication 
of similar Petitions was only prevented by the 
parliamentary discussion of th^ question which 
took place on the 15tb of May. 

d 
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On that day, Mr. Buxton made a Motion to 

the following effect, — 

That the state oi" Slavery is repogijant to the prin - 
ci[)les of the British Constitution and of the Chris- 
tian llehgion ; and that it ought to he gradually 
ahoHshed throughout the British Dominions, with 
as much expedition as may be consistent with a 
due regard to the well-being of the parties con- 
cerned." 

Had this motion been agreed to, it was the in- 
tention of Mr. BuxTONj as he stated succinctly 
in his Speech, to follow it up, by moving for 
leave to bring in a Bill, or Bills, which should 
embrace the following specific objects — viz. 

To remove all the existing obstructions to the manu- 
mission of Slaves; — 

To cause the Slaves to cease to be chattels in the 
eye of the law ■ . 

To prevent their removal, as Slaves, from colony to 
colony, and, under certain modifications, their sale 
or transfer, except with the land to which they 
might be attached ;— 

To abolish markets and compulsory labour on the 
Sunday; and to make that day a day of rest, as 
well as of religious worship and instruction ; and 
also to secure to the Slaves equivalent time in each 
week, in lieu of Sunday, and in addition to any 
time which independently of Sunday is now aflbrd- 
ed them, for cultivating their provision grounds ; — 

To protect the Slaves, by law, in the possession and 
transmission of the property they may thus, or in 
any other way, acquire ;•— 

To enable the Slave to purchase his freedom, by the 
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payment at once of a fair price for his redemption, 
or of a fifth part of that price at a time, in return 
for a?i additional day in the week to be eDi ployed 
for his own benefit: — 

To make the testimony of .Slaves available in Courts 
of Justice, both in civi! and criminal cases ; — 

To relieve all Negroes and Persons of Colour froui 
tlie burden of legally proving their freedom, when 
brought into question, and to throw on the claimant 
of their persons the burden of legally proving his 
right to them ; — 

To provide the means of religious instruction for the 
Black and Coloured population, and of Christian 
education for their children ; — 

To institute marriage among the Slaves ; and to pro- 
tect that state from violatiouj and from either for- 
cible or voluntary divsruption 

To put an end to the driving system 

To put an end also to the arbitrary punishment of 
Slaves, and to place their persons as well as pro - 
perty under the guardianship of the law ; — 

To provide that all the children born after a certain 
day shall be free, — care being taken of their edu- 
cation and maintenance until they shall be capable 
of acting for themselves « 

To provide that no Colonial Governor, Judge, At- 
torney-General, or Fiscal, shall be a possessor of 
Slaves, or shall have a direct and obvious rever- 
sionary interest in such property, or shall be the 
agent of the proprietors of Slaves. 

Mr. Canning, as the organ of his Majesty's 
Government, expressed his cotjcurrence in the 
general object of putting an end, at some, though 
perhaps no very early, period, to Slavery through- 
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out the British DominioDs. He abjured the idea 
of perpetual Slavery. He further expressed his 
concurrence in several of the specific measures 
by which it had been proposed to effect the gene- 
ral object. He objected, however, to the abstract 
form of Mr. Buxton's motion, and he proposed 
to substitute in its place the foiiowiog Resolu- 
tions, which, at the close of the discussion, were 
unanimously adopted by the House — viz. 

" 1st. That it is expedient to adopt effectual and 
decisive measures for meliorating the condi- 
tion of the Slave population in his Majesty *s 
Colonies, 

2d. That, through a determined and persevering, 
but judicious and temperate, enforcement of 
such measures, this House looks forward to a 
progressive improvement in the character of 
the Slave population ; such as may prepare 
them for a participation in those civil rights 
and privileges which are enjoyed by other 
classes of his Majesty's subjects. 
" 3d, That this House is anxious for the accomplish- 
ment of this purpose at the earliest period 
that may he compatible with the well-being of 
the Slaves, the safety of the Colonies, and 
with a fair and equitable consideration of the 
interests of all parties Concerned therein. 

4th. That these Resolutions be laid before his 
Majesty. 

As these propositions embraced substantially 
the general object which was contemplated in the 
original Motion, there could be no hesitation on 



the part of its supporters in acceding to their sub- 
stitution. It was of the very highest importance 
that his Majesty's Government and Parliament 
should be concurrently and unanimously pledged 
to so unequivocal a declaration of the duty of 
effectually mitigating and eventually extinguishing 
the state of Colonial bondage ; especially as that 
declaration, while it placed on record this inva- 
luable principle, did not preclude the discussion 
either of any one of the specific measures of re- 
form above enumerated, or of the means by 
which, with a view to the attainment of the general 
object, those naeasures might best be carried into 
effect. 

The unqualified acquiescence of the West- 
Indian body in the Resolutions proposed by Mr. 
Canning, made it still more desirable to accede 
to them. Even the advantage to be gained by 
carrying the original Motion on a division, had 
this been a matter of choice, was not to be com- 
pared with that which could not fail to arise from 
the unanimous adoption of propositions so unex- 
ceptionable in themselves, brought forward as 
they had been by his Majesty's Ministers, and not 
opposed by any West-Indian proprietor in Par- 
liament. 

There still remained, however, considerable 
difference of opinion, with respect both to the 
specific plans of reform which were called for, 
and to the means by which those plans should be 
accomplished. 
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On this last point, Mr. Caxnixg proposed 
that the Government should take the matter into 
their own hands. By this course, he conceived 
that whatever danger was to be apprehended, from 
public, and perhaps angry, discussion, might be 
avoided, while the conflicting interests of the 
various parties concerned might be more easily 
conciliated. With respect to such of the Co- 
lonies as had no local Legislatures^ and in which 
the Crown possessed the sole power of making 
laws, the action of the Government would, of 
course, be more free and unfetterred. There 
they might legislate by an Order in Council, 
which would also serve as a model of legislation 
for the other Colonies. In the case of the latter, 
all that it was intended to do, in the first instance, 
was, to recommend the adoption of the proposed 
reform to the Colonial Legislatures, whose full and 
fair co-operation, however. Parliament, he said, 
had a right to expect ; but, if an unlooked-for spirit 
of resistance should manifest itself, his Majesty's 
Government would then resort to Parliament for 
counsel. 

In specifying the measures which his Majesty's 
Government have signified their intention of 
adopting, the Committee will not confine the 
specification to what actually fell from Mr. Can- 
ning during the debate on Mr. Buxton's mo- 
tion. Subsequent communications have enabled 
them to modify the statement then made, so as 
to present, if not a particular and detailed, yet a 
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clear general view of the present purposes of his 
Majesty's Government. They are as foUovv:— 

That the existing obstructions to manumissions, 
arising from stamps or fines, or other fiscal regu- 
lations, shall be removed 

That the Slaves shall be protected by law in the pos- 
session, and also in the transmission, by bequest 
or otherwise, of any property they may acquire;-— 

That means shall be provided of religious instruction 
for the Slaves, and of Christian education for their 
children ; — 

That the driving system shall be peremptorily and 
entirely abolished, so that the whip shall no longer 
be the stimulant of labour ;— 

That an end shall also be absolutely put tc the de- 
grading corporal punishment of females ; and that 
measures shall be taken to restrain, generally, the 
power of arbitrary punishment, and to prevent its 
abuse; — 

That, the means of religious instruction being pro- 
vided, the Sundays shall be given up to the Slaves 
for rest, recreation, and religious instruction and 
worship (Sunday markets being abolished); and 
that equivalent time shall be allowed them, on 
other days, for the cultivation of their provision 
grounds ; — 

That the marriage of Slaves shall be authorised, and 
sanctioned by law ; and that they shall likewise 
be protected in the enjoyment of their connubial 
rights. 

In respect to the proposal of causing the , 
Slaves to cease from being mere chattels, and 
attaching them, under certain modificalionSj to 
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the soil, it was said, that whatever reform of this 
kind was introduced must be prospective only, as 
its retrospective operation might disturb the pre- 
sent tenure of property, and take away, ia many 
cases, the only security on which money had been 
advanced* The question was therefore reserved 
for further consideration. 

The admission of the testimony of Slaves in 
Courts of Justice was also thought to be beset 
with so many difficulties as to require a more 
deliberate investigation. At the same time, 
Government professed themselves friendly to the 
principle of admitting the testimony of Slaves, 
subject only to such modifications as the interests 
of justice might for a time require. 

The propriety of relieving Negroes and Persons 
of Colour from the operation of that unjust prin- 
ciple of Colonial law which subjects them to be 
dealt with as Slaves, unless they shall be able by 
legal proof to establish their right to freedom, 
was admitted ; and it was signified that further 
inquiry should be made as to the means for grant- 
ing them the requisite relief. 

It was also admitted to be desirable that no 
Governor, Judge, Attorney- General, or Fiscal, nor 
any of the religious instructors about fo be ap- 
pointed, should hold property in Slaves ; and 
though it might be unfair to give to this principle 
a retro-active effect, yet that there could be no 
objection to its being made to operate prospec- 
tively. 
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The only remaining points were, the granting 
of facilities to the adult Slaves to purchase their 
freedom ; and the liberation from bondage of all 
children born after a certain day. In neither of 
these propositions have tiie Government hitherto 
si^jnified their concurrence. Indeed, to the mea-, 
sure of freein(y all children born after a certain 
day, they appeared to feel a more decided objec- 
tion than to any other that had been suggested. 
Both the points were deemed of so much moment 
as to render further information and more mature 
consideration necessary, before they came to a 
final decision upon them. 

In reviewing the Resolutions adopted by 
Parliament, and the declared intentions of his 
Majesty's Government, the Committee see very 
abundant cause of congratulation. They feel 
much gratified both by the admissions which they 
involve; and by the concurrent determination, 
which has been expressed by his Majesty's Go- 
vernment and by Parliament, to. proceed to the 
immediate redress of some of the existing evils, 
and to secure eventually the extinction of the 
very state of slavery. 

Still the Committee deeply regret that the mode 
of proceeding by Parliamentary enactment, in 
effecting the Colonial reforms which have been 
recognised as necessary, should not have been 
preferred to that of leaving this great work to^be 
carried on through the medium of the Colonial 

e 
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Legislatures. Past experience, to say the least, 
discourages any sanguine hope of their prompt, 
cordial, and efficient co-operation ; and the Corn- 
mittee^ therefore, lay their account in meeting 
with 0iuch delay and disappointment, as the con- 
sequence of this arrangement. 

Butj besides this disadvantage, it must be recol- 
lected that there are some points, of great and 
vital moment, on which no distinct hope of reform 
has as yet been given. It has not been declared 
that Slaves shall cease to be chattels ; that they 
shall no longer continue, in this respect, as well 
as for every other purpose of sale or transfer, on 
the same demidint^ level with the beasts of the 
liekK They arc still liable to be transported, as 
the master's Interest or caprice may dictate, from 
one Island to another, and separated for ever from 
their families and dearest connexions, and from 
their native home. It has not yet been settled, 
that their testimony shall be received in Courts of 
Law, although without this the value of many other 
provisions in their favour must be greatly diminish- 
ed. No expectation has yet been given that they 
shall enjoy facilities for obtaining their freedom 
by their own exertions. And, above all, their 
progeny are still doomed to be born to the same 
wretched inheritance with their parents, notwith- 
standing the undeniable injustice and cruelty of 
smh a destination. And with respect to the points 
on which a more favourable decision has been 
signified, they are yet to be fulfilled, and that in 
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the face, it is to be feared^, of many unappreciated 
difficulties. 

Let not, therefore, the friends of our enslaved 
fellow-subjects assume that their work is accom- 
plished. In fact, it is only begun. We are only 
entering on the field of our labours. We have 
made, it is true, a fair and hopeful commence- 
ment. The influence of the public feeling which 
has been so remarkably displayed, has effected 
much. But the ground we have already gained 
may be lost ; and, still more, our farther progress 
may be delayed, or even wholiy obstructed, if we 
should remit our efforts. Nothing which has oc- 
curred ought to have the effect of relaxing, in the 
very slightest degree, our vigilance and activity. 
On the contrary, the success already obtained 
should only stimulate us to increased exertion ; 
for whatever measures, with a view to the ultimate 
attainment of our objects, were previously deemed 
necessary, may be considered as no less imperiously 
called for at the present moment. 

In this persuasion, the Committee would parti- 
cularly recommend that Associations should 
be formed in every part of the United Kingdom, 
for the purpose of co-operating to diffuse infor- 
mation, to procure the requisite funds, and to call 
forth the distinct expression of public opinion on 
the subject. 

The Committee feel that their cause owes 
much to those petitioners who, in the last session, 
addressed Parliament with such prompitude and 
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effect. They trust that the same earnest plead- 
ings will be renewed at an early period of the 
next session. They trust that, not only from the 
same places which have already raised their voice 
in the sacred cause of justice and humanity, but 
from every county and every town in the United 
Kingdom, one energetic and concurrent appeal 
will be made to both Houses of the Legislature, 
in behalf of our enslaved fellow-subjects ; praying 
that they may be admitted, at the earliest safe 
and practicable period, to a participation in those 
civil rights and privileges, and in those moral and 
religious blessings, which are enjoyed by other 
classes of his Majesty's subjects : and that this 
nation may not be permitted to incur the farther 
guilt (now that our eyes are opened to the flagrant 
iniquity of such a course of conduct) of daily aug- 
menting the miserable victims of an unjust and 
merciless policy, by subjecting the Children, who 
may hereafter be born, to the same state of abject 
and degrading bondage to which we have been 
the criminal instruments of reducing their pro- 
genitors. 

To activity, vigilance, and perseverance in this 
course, tliere are the strongest motives to animate 
us which can call forth the exertions of Britons 
and of Christians. We have the cheering hope 
of being instrumental in rescuing upwards of Eight 
Hundred Thousand of our fellow-subjects from a 
state of Slavery which outrages every feeling of 
humanity, which violates every principle of the 
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British Constitut'on, and is repugnant to the whole 
spirit of the Christian Religion^ And^ still more, 
we may indulge the hope of contributing to deliver 
lliein from that more fatal bondage,-^that yoke 
of ignorance, vice, and irreligion,— beneath which 
our institutions have continued so long to retain 
them. May these considerations operate on every 
mind with an energy which no delay or disappoint- 
ment can enfeeble, and whkh no difficulties or 
opposition shall be able to resist ; and, with the 
blessing of God upon our zealous, united, and 
unintermitted efforts, we may look forward to the 
not very distant time when we shall be called to 
rejoice together in the final accomplishment of 
our work of mercy. 

li) Aldermanbury, 12(h August, 1825). 

Petitions presented to the Home of Commons for the 

Abolition of Negro Slavery, 



Alfreton. 

Allenby. 

Ampthill, 

Audover. 

Appleby. 

Asliburne. 

Ashley. 

Associate Congregations of 
Alnwick. 
Anthillet. 
Auclitei'mucbty. 
Biggar. 
Braehead. 
CanibusnetbaD. 
Carnwath. 
Crail. 
Cupar. 
Dundee. 
Edinburgh. 



Associate Congregations of 
Linlithgow. 
Mid-Calder. 
Muckhart. 
Peebles. 
Selkirk. 

Associate Synod of the Secession. 

Attelbovo'. 

Baldock. 

Baliitore, Kildare. 

Banbury. 

Barnard Castle. 

Bath. 

Bawtry'o 

Beccles. 

Bedwellty. 

Belfont. 

Belper. 

Bergholt, East. 
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Birmingham. 

Blyth, Northumberland. 

Bolton, Great and Little. 

Bootle, Cumberland. 

Bradford, Yorkshire. 

Brandon. 

Braintree and Bockiog. 

Brechin, N. B. 

Bridgeuorth. 

Bridgcrwie. 

Bridgewater. 

Bridport. 

Brigham. 

Bristol. 

Brosely. 

Broughton, Great and Little. 
Burslem. 

Bury St. Edmunds. 

Cambridge, University. 

Cambridge, Town. 

Calne. 

Cardiff. 

Carlisle, 

Carmarthen. 

Castle Dorrington. 

Cavill and Walls-End. 

Charlbury» 

Chatteris. 

Chelmsford. 

Cheltenham. 

Chester. 

Chesterfield, 

Chester-le-Street. 

Chipping Norton. 

Cockermouth. 

Coggeshall and Kelvedou. 

Coggeshall. 

Colchester. 

Coventry. 

Crickhowel. 

Cromer. 

Darlington. 

Derby. 

Diss. 

Dover. 

Dudley. 

Dumfries, N, B- 
Dunmow. 



Durham. 

Eaglesfield. 

East Dereham* 

Eccleshall. 

Evesham. 

Exeter* 

Eye. 

Falmouth. 

Farringdon. 

Framiingham. 

Frome-Selwood. 

Gainsborough. 

Gateshead. 

Gigglesvvick. 

Gloucester* 

Gosforth. 

Greysouthern. 

Griningham. 

Hackney. 

Hadleigh, 

Hdlesworth. 

Halstead. 

Hanley and Sheldon. 
Harling, East. 
Harrington. 
Henaingham. 
Hertford, County. 
Hexham. 
Hinckley. 
Hitchin. 

Hoden, and adjacent parts of 

Holderness. 
Horrham. 
Huddersfield. 

Hull. 

Huntingdon. 

Inverkeithiug. 

Ipswich. 

Kendal. 

Kenninghall. 

Knaresborough. 

Lanark, N. B. 

Lancaster. 

Leeds. 

Leicester. 

Leominster. 

Lilliesleaf. 

Liskeard, 
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Liverpool, 


Scarborough. 


Llangattock* 


Shaftesbury. 


Longlow. 


Sheffield. 


Loufirhboicousht 
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Sherborne, 


Lutterworth. 


Shiffuail. 


Madelav. 


Shoreditch, Parish of. 


Maer MaxtoHf 


Society of Friends. 


Maiden. 


South wark. 


IVIalton. 


South Shields. 


Manchester aud Salford. 


Staiford, County of. 


Manningtree. 


Staindrop. 


Man.sfieid. Nottingham. 


Staines. 


Market Drayton. 


Standon. 


Maryport. 


Stockton. 


Matlock. 


Stoke-upon-Trent. 


Mutford and Lotbingland. 


Stone. 


Nakitwich. 


Stonehouse. 


Neath. 


Stow Market. 


Needham Market. 


Stroud. 


Nether Wadsdale. 


Sudbury. 


Newcastle-on-Tvne. 


Sunderland. 


Newcastle-under-Lme. 


Swansea. 


Norfolk, County of. 


Tewkesbury. 


Norwich. 


Thetford. 


Nortl3 Waisham, 


Truro. 


Nottingham. 


Tynemouth. 


Ohiey, Bucks. 


Uttoxeter. 


Ovinghani. 


Uxbridge. 


Pakefield and Kirkley. 


Wakefield. 


Penibroke, County of. 


Waithamstow. 


Penrith. 


Warrington. 


Plymouth. 


Wells next the Sea. 


Pontefract. 


Wellington, Salop. 


Pooie. 


Westoe. 


Portsea Philalethsin Society, 

•* 


Whitehaven, 


Preston. 


Wickham Market. 


Pyworth. 


Wig ton, Cumberland. 


Hawden. 


Wirksworth. 


Retford. 


Withani. 


Rochdale. 


Woodbridge, 


Rochester and Chatham. 


Worcester. 


Rossendale. 


Workington. 


Rowinglassi Cumberland. 


Wymondham. 


Royston. 


Yarmouth, Great. 


Saffron Walden. 


Yarrow, Durham. 


Salisibury. 


Yeovil. 


Salop, County of. 


York. 



DONATlOm AND SUBSCRIPTIONS 



TO THE FUNDS OF THE 

^Miti^ fm mitigating- ana aSoli^iiiitg glatoets 

WILL BE RECEIVED 

By the Treasurer, at Mes^s, Hoare and Co.'s, BmikerSyG^ Lombard Street ; 

— the Secretary, 18 Aldermanhury (to whom Communications may be 

addressed) ; 

— the Members of the Committee j 

— Messrs. Hatch ard, 187 Piccadilly , and Messrs, Arch, Cornhill^ Book- 

sellers to the Society ; 

— Messrs, Hoare, Bankers^ Fleet Street; 

— Sir P. Pole and Co., Bankers, Bartholomew Lane; and 

— Messrs, Drummond, Bankers^ Charing Cross, 



SUBSTANCE, 



FowELL Buxton rose, and addressed 
the House nearly as follows.— 

Sif— -1 fee! so sure, that every gentleman is prepared 
to ask me one obvious question, that I cannot do better 
than save the time and curiosity of the House, by affording 
that question an immediate answer. The question which, 
as 1 suppose, gentlemen are anxious to put, is— Why do 
you move in this question? What right have you to in- 
terfere in this great cause? Is there not in the House, 
and even by your side, a man to whom, when a mQ^i'm Qii 
slavery is to be made, all eyes naturally turn ; a man who. 
now, for a period very little short of forty years, bas beea 
the faithful^ indefatigable, eloquent, and, upon one great 
occasion, the victorious advocate for the Negro? I hbpeth@r0> 
is no one, who deems so meanly, and I will say so trnjastly^ 
of me, as to suppose that I encroach uninvited oa the^ 
province of my honourable friend. It <ig in compilanoe 
with the earnest request, it is in obedience to the positive 
injunction of him whom I honour as the father of the 
cause/ and who, no matter whb may introduce the subject, 
must ever be recognized as its truest and best advocate* 
It is at his express bidding that I now rise. 

Before, however, I enter on the important, and, as 
some gentlemen deem it, the very perilous question of 
which I have given notice^ I feel myself called upon to 
advert to the advice which I have received, and to the 
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warning's with which I have been favoured, of dreadfu! 
evils likely to be produced in the West Indies by the 
agitation of this subject. It is no slight matter, I have 
been told— and I admit it — to agitate the question at all. 
It is no slight matter to excite apprehensions, even 
the most groundless, in the minds of persons so respect- 
able as those who signed the petition which has just been 
presented by the honourable Member for Taunton. 1 can 
truly say, that I feel no degree of animosity, I harbour no 
species of prejudice, either against the whole body, or 
against any individual of the body of persons connected 
with the West Indies. I consider them as eminently un- 
fortunate, particularly the hereditary proprietors, in this, 
that their predecessors were tempted to embark their pro- 
perty in a species of investment which, at that time^ was 
considered to be moral and consistent with justice ; but 
whit'h, when the subject has been thoroughly sifted^ is 
found to be irreconcileable with the principles of justice 
and humanity. With these feelings towards the West 
Indians, deeming them rather unfortunate than culpable, 
I do consider it no slight matter to introduce any motion 
painful to their feelings. 

, It is no slight matter to drag into public view before the 
u?ition,v and before surrounding nations, jealous of the 
reputation of this country, the worst, perhaps the only 
capital stdiii, on British policy ; at a moment, too, when 
we have. felt so keenly, and expressed ourselves so warmly, 
and all biit incurred the hazards of war for the sake of a 
Nation threatened with political servitude ; it is, I say, no 
slight matter to divulge the fact, that, of British subjectSj, 
there are one million living in personal slavery ; — not 
Spaniards, but our own fellow-subjects; not threatened 
^ith but enduring, not political interference, but per- 
sonal slavery, — " personal slavery, in comparison of 
which," said Mr. Fox, political slavery, much as I hate 
it, is a bare metaphor." 

I have heard much privately r-and the House has heard 
somewhat publicly— of the responsibility which I incur 



by the agitation of this qaestion. And I admit, that a 
man ought to be pretty sure that his cause is good, as I 
am; and not only that the cause is good, but that the time 
is discreetly chosen, as I am ; and that he is free from all 
personal considerations and prejudices, as I am ; before 
he ventures to reject such advice, and to incur such re- 
sponsibility. Why, then, do I incur that responsibility ? 
First, because I am quite sure that the dangers, if not 
absolutely groundless, if not utterly imaginary, as I believe 
they are, have been much over-rated : and, secondly, be- 
cause 1 am sure, that it is impossible to over-rate the real 
and substantial blessings that will accrue to a million of 
men, by the agitation of this subject in this House. I have 
not a notion that slavery can endure investigation. It 
must perish, when once brought under the public eye. 
And I feel confident that a few minutes ago, we com- 
menced that process which will conclude, though not 
speedily, in the extinction of slavery throughout the whole 
of the British dominions. 

The good, then, to be obtained is incalculable. Mow 
let us consider, for a moment, the price we are to pay for 
it. We have heard a good deal of late of the danger of 
insurrection in the West Indies. If this were the first 
time that slavery had ever been mentioned in this House ; 
if I were the first rash man who had ever ventured to com- 
miserate the condition of the Negroes, perhaps there 
might be something alarming in the allegations of danger. 
But, it does so happen, that this same subject of slavery^ 
and that infinitely more delicate subject of emancipation 
from slavery, to name which in this House, said the 
honourable Member for Taunton, is to shed blood in the 
West Indies, have been debated again and again and 
again within these walls. It does so happen, that a Com- 
mittee of this House sat some thirty years ago, took evi- 
dence on this subject, and, what was unusual then, pub- 
lished it to the world. A Committee of the House of 
Lords did the same. A Committee of the Privy Council 
did the same. And it does so happen, that during those 
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thirty years, every man of distinction in this House, with- 
oat exception, has put forth his opinions on these sub- 
jects: not only the men professing to be the most eager 
for liberty, and who therefore might be supposed to over- 
. look all dangers in pursuit of their favourite object — such 
men as Mr. Fox, Mr. Sheridan^ Mr. Whitbread, and Sir 
Samuel. Boinilly—but the very opposite of these in every 
point, except in point of talents; men, whose whole 
strength was opposed to the pursuit of ideal good, at the 
expense of present danger. When such men as Mr. Burke, 
Mr. Dundas, Mr. Pitt, Mr. Windham, and my Lord Gren- 
ville : when such men as these unreservedly and repeatedly 
avowed their sentiments on the condition of the Slave ; 
when they saw no danger in the avowal ; when, of these 
cautious men the most cautious, Mr. Dundas, and the 
least addicted to change, Mr. Burke, each of them pre- 
pared, and one of them introduced into Parliament, a 
bill for the emancipation of the Negroes, which, if it had 
passed, would have been m operation three-and-twenty 
years ago, and would have liberated, by this time, half 
the Slaves in the West Indies when, 1 say, these men 
thus thought, spoke, and acted ; when they did so, in 
despite of those very arguments, and, as 1 will presently 
shew, in defiance of those very warnings which have been 
offered to the House this night, I should feel that I be- 
trayed a good cause if I suffered myself to be intimidated 
by any such extravagant apprehensions, or amused from 
my purpose by predictions which the fact, hitherto, has 
never failed to falsify. 

It is at least a singular fact, that no motion was ever 
made in this House, on the subject of Negro Slavery, 
which has not been met with just the same predic- 
tions. No matter what the motion was ; it was always 
attended with the same predictions in almost the same 
language. 

In the year 1787, a very feeble attempt was made to 
abate the horrors of the Middle Passage— to admit a little 
more air into the suffocating and pestilent holds of the 
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Slave-ships. The alarm was instantly taken. The cry of 
the West-Indians, as wo have heard it to-night, was the 
cry of that day. An insurrection of all the Bracks —the 
massacre of all the Whites— -was to. be the inevftiable con- 
sequence. In the House of Lords, a nian of no mean 
consideration in point of rank> the ' Duke of Cbandos, 
besought their lordships not to meddle with, this alarming 
question. He might, he said, pretend to, know a little 
more of the subject than their lordships— that his pockets 
were filled with letters from his correspondents in the 
West Indies, who declared, that the English newspapers 
were read by the Negroes as regularly as the ships brought 
them ; and ihat, so soon as they had come to the paragraph 
announcing that their lordships had thought it fit to lessen 
the sufferings of the Middle Passage, they would burst 
out into open rebellion ! The bill passed, however ; and, 
somehow or other, the prediction was not verified. About 
the same year, my honourable friend commenced that 
career with which his name will always be coupled ; and 
which he brought to a glorious termination twenty years 
afterwards. Let any gentleman look to the proceedings 
in any one of those twenty years, and he will find three 
things First, an effort made by my honourable friend 
on behalf of the Negro; next, on the part of the West- 
Indians, a prediction of insurrection amongst the Blacks : 
and, thirdly, that prediction contradicted by the events 
of the yean Not only was each separate prophecy falsi- 
fied by the fact ; but, it is really remarkable to observe, 
if you place the whole train of prophecy OU; the one 
side, and the whole train of events on the other, how 
fully the latter refutes and overturns the former. Those 
twenty years, which, if the West-Indians are true pro- 
phets, ought to have been marked with perpetual violence, 
bloodshed, and desolation, weriB, in point of fact, remark - 
able for a degree of tranquillity in the British West-Indies, 
unexampled in any other period of their history. 

Again : at that time, this country was so greedy of the 
gains of Slave-trading, that she not only supplied her o wn 
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colonies with Slaves, but became the carrier of other 
nations. My honourable friend, with his usual vigilance, 
discovered this ; and introduced a bill to stop the practice. 
The cry of danger was revived, ** If you stop that trade," 
said, in this House, the agent of one of the West-India 
Islands, you will occasion an insurrection of all the 
Blacks. You will cause the murder of all the Whites/' 
But this — perhaps the fiftieth prediction of the same kind 
— was utterly falsified by the fact. Our Negroes actually 
did not rebel, because we ceased to supply rival colonies 
with Slaves. 

In the vear 1802, Lord Seaforth discovered a series of 
the most horrid and shocking murders that have ever beei|^ 
brought to light, i will not vex the feelings of the House, 
by detailing the barbarous particulars. But many honour- 
able gentlemen will, no doubt, remember them — particu- 
larly the fact of the boy, who was killed in the gully. In 
short, never were there greater cruelties^ than those per- 
petrated at that time in Barbadoes, by White men upon 
Jilack. (See Appendix A.) Some persons were brought 
to trial ; convicted upon the clearest evidence ; and punish- 
ed with ail the rigour of the law. And — what was all the 
rigour of the law ? A tine, somewhat less than we, in 
this country, impose upon a man for killing a partridge : 
eleven pounds, four shillings, was the tine for these detest- 
able murders. The Governor proposed to the Legislature 
of the Island, that murder should be made a capital offence. 
The answer was precisely the same, as that contained in 
the petition laid upon the table this evening—*' It will 
cause a rebellion." The Negroes, no doubt, w^ould have 
been so shocked at the possibility of a White man sufier- 
ing death, merely for killing one of themselves, that they 
would have taken to arms ! 

I will only notice one other prediction of the same kind. 
In 1B17, little more than five years ago, Governor Max- 
well stated, in a letter to Lord Bathurst, that ** many 
acts of undue and unlawful severity towards the Slaves 
had come to his knowledge, and particularly some cases 
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where iron collars and chains had been added to their 
punishment, after they had undergone a severe whipjping." 
He then states the following cases : — 

Cases of Negroes, who ivere brought to Governor Max- 
ivell in ChainSt in which they were obliged to work, 
hy their Owners or Managers, during the last three 
Months: . ' 
** 1st, A boy, about fifteen years of age : a iarge iron 

chain round his neck, fastened with a padlock, total 

weighiiag 22 lbs. 

** 2d, Two girls, of twelve years of age, much marked 

by {the effects of the cart-whip; fastened together with 

iron chains round their necks, padlocked, weighing 18 lbs, 
3di A full grown man, after a severe flogging with 

the cart-whip, loaded with an iron collar and chains, 

weighing 21 lbs, 
** 4th, An old man, apparently sixty years of age, after 

having been severely beaten by his master, was placed in 

the stocks, with an iron collar round his neck, and chains, 

weighing 20 lbs. 

5th, A boy, about twelve years of age, loaded with 

an iron collar, chains, and log of wood^ weighing 26 lbs," 

What was the effect of the discovery of this abuse? 
The effect was, that the Grand Jury of Dominica, wh© 
met a few days afW wards, presented their Govern or a^ 
a nuisance. Here is the Presentment — 

Copy of Presentment of Grand Jury of Dominica, 
. dated 26ih August, 1817. 

** The Grand . Jury of our Sovereign Lord the K'mg 
do present: first. That they find the gaol in the same 
state as . in February last, notwithstanding the repeated 
presentments of former Grand Juries : secondly, The 
Grand Jury lament, that they are under the necessity of 
noticing an improper interference, on the part of the Exe- 
cutive, between Master and Slave, which has caused cw-. 
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siderahie agitation and discontent amongst the Negroes, 
and, if persevered in, is likely to lead to the most ruinous 
consequences." 

Now, Sir, if the Grand J ury had said, that; these whip- 
pings^ and *' iron torments,'* as the Governoi" calls them^ 
had produced agitation amongst the Blacks, and that the 
interference of the Governor had produced dissatisfaction 
among the Whites, the Presentment would have been 
very intelligible. But, wheii they say— and in such a 
formal manner too— that the Slaves would be dissatisfied 
at the interference of the Governor, which was intended 
for their protection, — as if they felt themselves, as of right, 
entitled to be flogged, chained, ironed, and padlocked ; 
and as if they were so tenacious of this, their precious 
right, that they would burst into rebellion, if any symptom 
were shewn of a disposition to rob them of it; — this is 
really a little too much for English ears ! 

Precisely parallel, however, to this is the argument 
against me. I interfere, it is true. I shall offer sugges- 
tions, tending to improve the condition of the Negroes. 
Bot, I should be glad to know which of these is likely to 
produce agitation and discontent amongst them. One of 
our first propositions is, That the Slave shall have Sunday 
for rest and religious instruction ; and that another day in 
the week shall be allowed him for the cultivation of his 
provision ground. Is there any thing irritating in this ?- — 
Next, we say, That all Negro children, born after a certain 
day, ought to be free—free from their birth-— never sub- 
jected to be bought and sold, and whipped, and brutalized. 
Surely, such a provision will be far from producing dis- 
content! I am informed, on what I consider the best 
authority — ^tbat of a person intimately acquainted with the 
feelings of the Negro population, —that he knows of no 
bond, so likely to secure their fidelity, as benefits conferred 
on their children— the advantages of education—and free- , 
dom;— Next, we propose to get rid of the cart-whip. 
Will the Negro be offended at that? Is he so fondly 
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cittached to the cart- whip, ihht, kx ordet to secure the 
continuance of its nse, he will rise in rebellion ? In point 
of fact, all we propose to do is this— to ameliorate the 
condition of the Negro — to give him something liie the 
protection of British law— to reduce, not so much the 
power, as the possible abuse of power, in the mastet — 
and, above all, to rescue his children from that terrible 
condition, of which he well knows the bitterness. And, 
what is there in all this, calculated to rouse the furio^us 
passions of the Negro ? On the contrary, I am fully per*«^ 
suaded, that security is to be found-- and is only to be 
found — in justice towards that oppressed pe6|>le« If 
we wish to preserve the West Indies — if we wish to 
avoid a dreadful convulsion— it must be by restoring to 
the injured race, those rights which we have too long 
withheld. ' ■ ' 

I must notice one point requiring consideration, both 
from the West-Indians and from the members of his 
Majesty's Government: I mean the great chatige which 
has taken place, during the last twenty or thiHy years. 
What does 4he Negro, working linder the lash, on the 
mountains of Jamaica see? He sees another island, on 
which every labourer is free; in which eight hundred 
thousand Blacks, men, women, and children, exercise all 
the rights, and enjoy all the blessings-^and they are innu- 
merable and incalculable-— which freedom gives. Hitherto, 
indeed, no attempt has been iriade, from that quarter. 
The late Emperor Christophe, and the President B oyer, 
may have been moderate men ; or they may have found at 
home sufficient employment. But, who will venture to 
secure us against the ambition of their successors ? It 
would be sihgiilar endiigh, if the only Emperor who did 
not feel a desire to ineddliB with the affairs of his neigh- 
bours should be the Emperor of Hayti- I touch lightly upon 
this subject. Let Government— let the West Indians^ 
justly appreciate the danger with which they may be ine- 
naced from that quarter. It is a dagger, however; ^hich 
is aggravated, by all the hardships you inflict upoii th^ 
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8kv0, and is abated exactly in proportion as vow abate 
the misery of his lot. 

Look at America. She may send at her own leisure, 
and from the adjacent shore, an army to Jamaica, pro- 
claiming freedom to all the Slaves, And— what is worse 
still— she may do so in exact conformity to our own ex- 
ample; not only in the first American war, but in the 
recent contest of 1813<. Surely there is a lesson in this. 
And what is the lesson it teaches ? That we ought to grind 
down the Negro, until almost any change will be for the 
better— or that we shall upraise him in the scale of being, 
till almost any change will be for the worse ? Mr. Pitt 
declared, that it was impossible to increase the happi- 
ness, or enlarge the freedom, of the Negro, without, in 
an equal degree, adding to the security of the colonies, 
and of all their inhabitants." 

{. I do not mean to say, that there are not very great 
perils connected with the present state of the West Indies. 
On the contrary, I am quite sure — as sure as it is pos- 
sible for any man in the House or in the country to be- 
that there is imminent peril at the present moment ; and 
that that peril will increase, unless our system be altered. 
For I know, wherever there is oppression, there is danger— 
wherever there is Slavery, there must be great danger-— 
danger, in proportion to the degree of suffering. But the 
question is, how that danger can be avoided. I answer, 
that it is to be avoided by that spirit of humanity which 
has avoided it in other places— by doing justice to those 
whom we now oppress— by giving liberty for slavery, 
happiness for misery. But even supposing the danger of 
giving to be as great as the danger of withholding ; there 
may be danger in moving, and danger in standing still- 
danger in proceeding, and danger in doing nothing : then, 
I ask the House — and ask it seriously— whether it be not 
better for us to incur peril for justice and humanity, for 
freedom, and for the sake of giving happiness to millions 
hitherto oppressed ; or, whether it be better to incur peril 
for slavery, cruelty, and injustice—for the sake of destroy- 
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ing the happiness of those wretched behigs, upon whom wc 
have already showered every species of calamity t • 

I now come to tell gentlemen the course we mean 
to pursue : and I hope I shall not be deemed imprudent, 
if I throw off all disguise, and state frankly, and without 
reserve, the object at which we aim. The object at 
which we aim, is the extinction of Slavery — nothing 
less than the extinction of Slavery — in nothing less 
than the whole of the British dominions not, however, 
the rapid termination of that state— not the sudden eman 
cipation of the Negro— but such preparatory steps, such 
measures of precaution, as, by slow degrees, and in a 
course of years, first fitting and qualifying the Slave for 
the enjoyment of freedom, shall gently conduct us to the 
annihilation of Slavery. Nothing can more clearly shew 
that we mean nothing rash, nothing rapid, nothing abrupt, 
nothing bearing any feature of violence, than this — that 
if I succeed, to the fullest extent of my desires, confess- 
edly sanguine, no man will be able to say, 1 even shall 
be enable to predict, that at su'ch a time^ or in such a year. 
Slavery will be abolished. In point of fact, it will never 
be abolished : it will never be destroyed. It will subside ; 
it will decline ; it will expire ; it will, as it were, burn 
itself down into its socket and go out. We are far from 
meaning to attempt to cut down slavery, in the full 
maturity of its vigour. We rather shall leave it gently to 
decay— slowly, silently, almost imperceptibly, to dio away, 
and to be forgotten. 

Now, see the operation of our principle. We say— No 
more Slaves shall be made ; no more children shall be en- 
slaved. At present, we have in our Colonies, a certain 
body of Slaves. This will be reduced (to use a military 
phrase) by all casualities ; but it will not be replenished 
and re-inforced by any new recruits. At present, the 
number is about a million. Next year, that number will 
be somewhat abated. In ten years' time, it will be visi- 
bly diminished. . In twenty or thirty years' time, all the 
young, the vigorous, and those rising into life, will be free ; 



12 



and Ih© Slaves will be those who ha?© passed the meri- 
dian of their days«?-who are declining into age — the aged 
and the decrepid. Every year, then, will make a con- 
siderable change : every child born will increase the one 
body — every Slave dying will reduce the other. A few 
years further, and you will find, only here and there, 
scattered over the face of the country, a remnant of 
Slavery. A very few years further, he too will have fol- 
lowed his brethren, and Slavery will be no more, 

Now observe. This is not speculation. It is not a 
theory, which has never been tried ; it is not one of the 
*^ new lights," to use the expression of the honourable 
Member for Taunton; but it has taken place, and in a 
country too with which that honourable Member is very 
familiar. It may perhaps, nevertheless, be unknown to 
part of the House, that just in this way Slavery has gone 
out and expired in New York. Thirty years ago, New 
York was what is called a Slave State ; that is, a propor- 
tion of its labourers were Slaves ; and it was liable to those 
evils which Slavery never fails to generate. The principle 
which I now advocate was applied ; and— without rebellion, 
without convulsion; without a single riot, without any 
thiag that deserves the name of inconvenience— Slavery 
has gone out in the State of New York. The same thing 
has been done in Philadelphia, New Jersey, and severed 
other of the United States. If any man asks me, with what 
effect this has been done ; I answer, that there is not a 
person connected with that part of the world, who will not 
acknowledge, that much as it has contributed to the hap- 
piness of the Blacks, it has in no less degree promoted the 
happiness,, the moral improvement, and even the pecuniary 
prosperity of the Whites. The fact is, every American 
from that part of the country is ready to acknowledge, 
that the wrst of ail curses has fled away, and left them. 
Here, then, the principle which I now recommend has 
begun, and concluded, its operation. 
^ There are other parts of the world, where the same prin< 
ciple is now in action, ^here Slavery is gradually and quietly 
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working itself out. And now, Sir, I am going to take a 
great liberty — -just to put a question to each gentleman in 
the House. Does he know in what part of the British 
dominions this very principle is in action ? The point in 
dispute, be it observed, is this. I say, that our principle 
operates wUhout poise and tumult. My opponents say^ 
that it will be attended with violence and convulsion. 
Then, I put it to my opponent, if he know where this noisy, 
turbulent, convulsive, principle is at work 'I If he dp not 
know, my point proved— its quiet, peaceable, silent, 
nature is proved. 

It is in full operation, at this moment, in Ceylon ; and 
. has been so, since 1816. The activity of the Governor, 
General Brownrigg, . and of Sir Alexander Jolinstone, 
there introduced it; and, as yet, it has produced no 
ill effect of any kind. The same thing occurred at 
Bencoolen, under the administration of Sir Stamford 
Raffleso The same, at Saint Helena. Now, this last 
does tell positively in my favour. Public curiosity has 
recently been excited, in an extraordinary degree. Books, 
enough to fill a library, have been written, detailing the 
administration of Sir Hudson Lowe. Acts the most slight 
—anecdotes the most trivial — expressions the most 
unmeaning, have been recorded with exact iidelity. 
Generations yet unborn shall know, that on such a day 
in July, Sir Hudson Lowe pronounced that the weather 
was warm ; and that on such a day of the following De- 
cember, Bonaparte uttered a conjecture that it would 
rain in the course of the week. Nothing has escapee) 
the researches of the historian— nothing has been over- 
looked by the hungry curiosity of the public— nothing- 
Yes ! one thing only has never been noticed ; namely, 
that Sir Hudson Lowe gave the death-blow to Slavery at 
Saint Helena. 

The same principle, only upon a much larger scale, has 
been operating in South America. By a fundamental law 
of Columbia, every child born after the day when th^ 
Constitution was proclaimed, is, ipso facto, free. They 
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did that at which I am now aim'ng ; md they did more^ 
They liberated the children, hut they also took measores 
for emancipating the parent. They levied a legacy duty, 
varying from three to ten per cent, upon all disposable 
personal property : they set apart this fund for a special 
object : and they declared, that no power should exist in 
the state to alter the destination of a single shilling. The 
purchase to which that tax is devoted, is the purchase of 
Negroes from personal slavery, and it is to continue till 
no Slave remains in Columbia. If ever there was an 
opportunity of trying, whether the principle was produc- 
tive of peace or of convulsion, that opportunity was now 
afforded. Columbia was overrun by hostile armies. The 
masters were often obliged to abandon their property. The 
Black population amounted to nine hundred thousand 
persons. An honourable friend of mine, on a former occa- 
sion, contended, that the numbers were inconsiderable^ 
He was mistaken. I have in my hand a letter from Mr. 
Ravenga, in which he states, that, in a population of 
three millions, the number of Blacks and Indians is nine 
hundred thousand. Now, of these a large number were 
suddenly emancipated. Bolivar gave liberty to seven 
hundred. Others acted in tbe same way. The law 
to which I have alluded, which liberates all the children, 
is rapidly liberating the adults. What has been the effect? 
Where tbe opportunities of insurrection have been so 
frequent and so tempting, what has been the effect? Mr. 
Bavenga authorizes me to say, that the effect has been, 
a degree of docility on the part of tbe Blacks, a degree 
of confidence and security on the part of the Whites, un- 
known in any preceding period of the history of Columbia. 

Now for tbe application of this principle. What we 
contend for is this, that we should cut off the supply ; 
that we should intercept the fountain by which Slavery is 
fed ; that all Negro children, born after a certain day, 
should be free. I have already shewn the safety and 
practicability of acting upon this principle. Will any 
Ejian deny its propriety and justice I A Negro child is 
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born to-dav. What right on earth have we to say, tbat 
that child shall be a slave ? I want to k^ow by what 
authority we act, under what warrant we proceed, when 
we say, that that child shall eat the bitter bread, and do 
the bitter labour of a bondsman, all the days of his life 1 
I know the answer that will be given me: " The father 
is mine ; the mother is mine; and therefore the child is 
mine." That is, you have made his parents eat the bitter 
bread, and do the bitter labour of Slaves ; and this crime, 
which you have committed against his parents, is to be 
your apology for the crime which you design to commit 
against him. 

But, Sir, I hope that every man in this House, nay, 
that every man and woman in Great Britain, will seriously 
weigh this question. By what principle of justice, by 
what tenet of religion do we act, when vfe say to the 
planter, *■ There! a Black child is born to-day: take 
him : do what yon like with him i make him a brute, if 
it so please you ; a brute in his labour, a brute in igno- 
rance: feed him like a brute, flog him like a brute 1" I 
say, how are we authorised, on a child that has done no 
wrong, to pronounce that sentence, to inflict that curse ? 

It is a crime to go to Africa, and steal a man, and make 
him a Slave, For two centuries this was no crime at all* 
It was most just and innocent commerce. My honourable 
friend (Mr. Wilberforce) instituted an inquiry into this 
innocent traffic, and it turned out to be a most intolerable 
enormity. It is a crime, then, by the laws of England, 
to make the full-grown African a Slave. And, how is it 
less a crime, to make a new-born Creole a Slave ? I say, 
it is as great—it is even a greater crime. The African has 
at least passed a considerable portion of his life in free- 
dom : for twenty or thirty years, he has tasted the in- 
numerable enjoyments which liberty confers. But, the 
child who is made a Slave from his birth, knows nothing 
but servitude and misery. — ^Then, as to guilt. Formerly 
we divided it with another party. The iBlack factor made 
the man a slave : that was his share of the guilt. We kept 
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him as a Slave ; that was oar share* But, in the case ot 
the child whom we enslave, the whole abomination is oar 
own. We make him a Slave, in the first place : we use 
him as a Slave, in the second. It is a crime to marder a 
man : it is ao less a crime to murder a child. It is a crime 
to rob a man : it is no less a crime to rob a child* It is 
a crime to enslave a man : and, is it no crime to enslave a 
child ? 

Now, Sir, let the House observe the moderation with 
which we proceed. We say, '* Make no more Slaves — 
desist from that iniquity— stop — abstain from an act, in 
itself as full of guilt, entailing in its consequences as much 
of misery, as any felony you can mention." We do not 
say, ** Retrace your steps but ** Stop." We do not 
say, ** Make reparation for the wrong you have done;" but, 
" Do no more wrong ; go no further." Slave-trading and 
slavery (for they are but two parts of the same act), are 
the greatest crime that any nation ever committed : and 
when that day comes, which shall disclose all secrets, and 
unveil all guilt, the broadest and blackest of all will be 
that, the first part of which is Slave-trading, and the last 
part Slavery; and no nation under heaven has ever been 
so deeply tainted with both the one and the other as we 
have been. To a nation thus steeped in this species of 
iniquity, can less be said than this : *' We do not ask that 
you should suffer punishment; we do not ask that you 
should undergo deep humiliation ; we do not ask that vou 
shall make reparation to those you have wronged ; we do 
not even say. Cease to enjoy those acts of criminality 
which you have begun ; but, Take the full benefit and 
fruition of past and present injustice ; complete what 
you have commenced ; screw from your Slave all that his 
bones and his muscles will yield you : only stop there ; 
and, when every Sbve now living shall have found repose 
in the grave, then let it be said, that the country is 
satiated with Slavery, and has done with rt for ever." 

This, after all, is the main point. It secures, a distant 
indeed, but a certain extinction of Slavery, And I give 
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notice to liisr Majesty s Mimsfets-^i gtvoiaotice to tbs gen- 
l!6m6tt^c(>nni^cted with tlie Weist Indies* that if they con* 
c^de evfery things else^ but withhold thiis, we shall not relax' 
in our e'jtt^rtiotos. The pubUfe voiije Is with us,; and 
for one, will 'never fail to calf upon the- public, loudly to 
express their opinion, till justice has ^tf far prevailed as 
to proneuricb that every child is entitled to liberty. ^ 

Now, for the existing Slaves-. Slaves they are. Slaves, 
I fear^ they must too generally continue ; but Slaves, under 
a description of servitude considerably mitigated. 

I cannot'say I deserve any credit for abstaining to liberate 
them at the present moment. I must confess, that if 1 
conceived it were possible for the Slavcis to rise abruptly 
from their state of bondage, to the happier condition of 
freemen ; if we could clothe them, not only with the rights 
and privileges, ijut with the virtuous ilestfaints of social 
life ; if 1 did not know that the same system^ which has 
reduced them to the condition of brutes, has brutalized 
their minds if,iiin flicti I deem<^d them ripe for deliver- 
ance, my moderation, I confess it, would be but small. 
I should isay, **>The «qoner yo« cease from doing injustice, 
and fi^6y from iendnring it, the»better.'* I should take no 
circuitous course : I should propose no tardy measures of 
amelioration : I should name no distant day of deliver- 
ance: hut this night, at once and for ever, I should pro- 
pose to stiike off their chains ; and I should not wait one 
moment, from a conception that the master has .the least 
shadow of. a titl0 to the person of the Slave. But, alas, 
Sirl the Slave lis not ripe for liberty. The bitterest re- 
proach, that can: be uttered against the system of slavery, 
that it' debases the man, that it enfeebles his powers, that 
it changesihis character, that it expels all which is naturally 
good ; this, its bitterest reproach, must be its protection. 
We are foiled by tJte very wickedness of the system! 
are obliged to iargue in a most vicious ^ circle. We mako 
the msm worthless'; aiid, because he is worthless, we retain 
him as a Slave; We make him- a brnte^ .and then allege 
his brutality as a valid reason for withholding his rights. 

D 
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i\()W, one word as to the right ol the master. There 
af(i jMjrBous (nut \n thin House, 1 trust,) whose notions 
oC jiistico ar(j so confused and confounded by slavery, 
us to su|>pose that the phxnter has something like an honest 
title to tfio person of the Slave. We have been so long- 
act ustomed to talk of ** my nlave," and your slave," 
aiui what he will fetch if sold, that we are apt to imagine 
that he is really yoiirs or mine, and that we have a sub- 
stantial right to keep or sell him. Then, let ns, just for a 
monKMit, fathom this right. Here is a certain valuable 
commodity ; and hero are two claimants for it — a White 
man, and a Black man. Now, what is the commodity in 
dispute ? — The body of the Black man. The White man 
says, It is mine and the Black man says, ** It is 
mine." Now, the question is, if every man had his own, 
to whom would that Black body belong? The claim of 
the Black man to his own body, is just this — Nature gave 
it him. He holds it by the grant of God. That com- 
])onnd of bone and muscles is his, by the most irreproach- 
able of all titles — a title which admits not, what every 
other species of title admits — a suspicion of violence, or 
fraud, or irregularity. Will any man say, he came by his 
body in an illegal manner? Does any man suspect, that 
he played the knave, and purloined his limbs ? I do not 
mean to say the Negro is not a thief ; but he must be a 
very subtle thief indeed, if he stole even so much as his 
own little finger. 

At least, you will admit this — the Negro has a pretty 
good primct facie claim to his own person. If any man 
thinks he has abetter, the onus prohandi is on him. Then 
we come to the claim of the White man. What is the 
foundation of your right? It shall be the best that can be 
conceived. You received him from your father. Very 
good ! Your father bought him from a neighbouring 
planter. Very good! That pknter bought him of a trader, 
at the Kingston Slave-market: and that trader bought 
him of a man-merchant in Africa. So far you are quite 
safe! Woyj did the man-merchant acquire him? H« 
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stole him — he kidnapped him I Tlie very root of your 
claim is robbery, violence, inoouceiviibla wickeduess. If 
any thing on earth was; ever proved by evidence, it was 
proved, before the Slave-trade Committee, that the me- 
thod of obtaining" Slaves in Africa was robbery, man-steal- 
ing, and murder. Your pure title rests on these sacred 
foundations ! If your Slave came direct from Africa, 
your right to his person is absolutely nothing. But, your 
claim to the child born in Jamaica is (if I may use the 
expression) less still. The new-born infant has done — • 
can have done — nothing to forfeit his right to freedom. 
And, to talk about rights, justice, equity, and law as con- 
nected with slavery, is to talk downright nonsense. If 
we had no interest in the case, and were only speaking of 
the conduct of another nation, we should all tise the same 
language ; and we should speeik of slavery, as we now 
speak of Slave-trading: that is, we should call it rank, 
naked, flagrant, undisguised injustice. 

But when I say, that the planter has no claim against 
the Slave, I do not say, that he bias no daim against the 
British Nation. If slavery be an injustice, it is an injustice 
which has been licensed by British law. But, whatever 
may be the claim of the planter agaiiiist the British Go- 
vernment, he can pretend to iione to the person of a child 
because he happens to be born <)f Negro parents. 

I will now take the liberty of reading a short extract of 
a letter which, on the 11 tb of last April, I addressed to 
ray honourable friend opposite, ia order to put Lord Ba- 
thurst, and his Majesty's Governme^nt, m full possession of 
our views and intentions on this isubject : — 

The subject divides itself into two : the condition of 
the existing Slaves, and the condition of their children. 
With regard to the former, I wish the following improve- 
ments :~— 

** 1. That the Slave should be attached to the island^ 
and, under modifications, to the soil. ' 
2. That they cease to be chattels in the eye of tho 

law. 
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3. That their testimony may be received, qMcmium 
vakat. 

** 4. That when imy one lays in his claim to the services 
of a Negro, the onus prohandi should rest on the claimant. 

5. That a!i obstructions to manumissions should be 
removed, 

** 0. That the provisions of the Spanish law (fixing by 
competent authority the value of the Slave, apd allowii^ig 
him to purchase a day at a time,) should be introduced* . 

7. That no Governor, Judge, or Attorney- General 
should be a Slave-owner, 

** 8. That an effectual provision shall be made for the 
religious instruction of the Slave. 

9* That marriage should be enforced and sanctipne<f|. 

** 10. That the Sunday should be devoted by the Slave 
to repose and religious instruction ; and that other time 
should be allotted for the cultivation of iiis proyision 
grounds. : ; 

** 11. That some (but what I cannot say) measures 
should be taken, , to restrain tlie authority of the master, 
in punishing his untried Slav?, , and that some substitute 
should be f^und for the driving, System. 

These are the ;pr<^posed qualifications, of the existing 
slavery. But I arn far more anxiously bent upon the ex- 
tinction of slavery, altogether, by rendering- all jthe Nsegrp 
children,, boriii after ^, certain day ^ free. ^^^^^F^ it will 

be necessary to proyid^. ed;u,cj^tion. God grant^ that his 
Majesty's M^ini^tefSKmay be djl^pos to.accomplish those 
objects,: or tot pjeroiib ^at'^ej«-,tp, jiCGomplish-- 1}\^,*.' , . 

For all the blood spilt \ in African wars .fomented foy 
English capital— ^for- .civil war which we contrived to 
render interminable— for . all the , villages set in jlajnes by 
the contending, .parties-^for all the horrors and the tejiirars 
of these poor creatures, roused from their rest :by; th^ 
yells of the man hvnt,€r whom s^nt-rfor ciyili^ati 
excluded— for the gentle arts which,. ^mbelli^: life .^xckd- 
ed—for honest and harmless commerce ^excluded— for 
Christianity, and all that it comprehends, expelled foi? 



two ceotiiries from Africa — for the tens and tens of thou- 
^iands of men murdered in thesQ midnight marauds^ — for 
the tens apd tens of thousands suflfbcated in the holds of 
our Slave-ships-^fqr.the tens and t^ns of thoiiS;a^dxS of enia- 
ciated beings, cast ashore in the W est Indies, emaciated 
beings, refuse men" (for such was tlier mercantile 
phrase) lingering to a speedy death-r-for the tons and tens 
of tliousands still more unhappy who> surviving* lived on to 
perpetual slavery, to the whip of the task-m^stej^, to igno- 
rance^, to crime, to, heathen dark ness-^-for all these, we 
owe large and liberfil atouenient. ; Andjl dp thiank God^ 
we stiU have it in, our power to make some compensation. 
We haye,itin o>ur; power to. sweeten a, littlo the bitterness 
of cpptivi^t^r-— to give the: Slaves of tire .West Indies sohie- 
th^r^g- to render life more eodurablen-r give them stoe* 
^hipg like justice and protectiau-rtrtto) interpose a jury be- 
tween the Negro and the brutality of his masLter^s. servant 
rr-i to decfere ) tfeat ih^i ^lm.e shall not; be ;torn from the cot- 
tage he has built, from the children he has.fcearedj jton 
the,^fer»plp,whom he loves — aboveiaUi fas? thut is etfectual 
CQmpen§^tion>: wa may give him. itho t truths s of th)(3 Chris-' 
tian I^0ligioni) iwhich , as yet, w a -h^ye>withheld. 1 < 

;Eor> hij^ichildrjen, there is a wider rah^g.^ saf recbmpeiice; 
y^p naay jsttipj thiem of every yestiges bfiiSBrvLtude^/iapdv by 
takijQgiupoi^^.ourselves, for a season) f the: mbole biicthen ibf 
t|ieir Jii^tm ten ad cej education, arid i^ligi(bus'ijgstructio3a. We 
la^f raise tht^ni^ihto a happy , <ionteb4)ed, enlightened^ Bee 
pe^isantry J c^^nolud^j^ as I concl uded myi fetter^ io . Lprd 
BathurstrhGod. grtmt^ that his 'Mkje%'s Ministers !'m^y 
be disposed to acGompiisH these objebts, or to permit others 
to accomiplishi them !^I move, - ; i : 

That the Sbat6 of Slavery -is repugnant' to thie pHti- 
: ; . ciples, of tlie British Constitution^ and of the 
Christian Religion; and that it oxrght to be 
gradually abolished throughout the British ; Cdio- 
nies, with as much expedition as may be fou«d 
consistent with a due regard to the weit-being of 
the parties concerned=" 5 ^ ; ^ 



Mr. Secretary CANNmG. — The appeal to his Ma- 
jesty's Cabiiiet with which the honourable gentleman 
concluded his speech, makes me feiel it my duty to 
address myself to the House at this early period of the 
debate, for the purpose of stating, without reserve, the opi- 
nions entertained by myself and my colleagues with respect 
to this most important, and I must say, at the same time 
(notwithstanding what has fallen from the honourable 
gentleman), this most fearful question.— 1 never in my life 
proceeded to the discussion of any question under a 
stronger impression of its manifold difficulties : not indeed 
in reference to the principles on which my opinions are 
grounded, nor with respect to the practical conclusion to 
which I may think it expedient to come, but on account 
of the dangers, which, even after all that the honourable 
gentleman has said toOthe contrary, appear to me to attend 
a discussion^ in which one rash word, perhaps even one 
too ardient expression, migh t rake la^ flame not easily to be 
extingnished.-. . /'^ :;'-:fi(yr 

I mention these circumstances, Sir, not for th€i'pu'i*|)ose 
of iihputing any biahie to the honourable gentleman, or 
to those friends in conjdnction vith whom he has^ br6ught 
forward the resolqiiion in your hands, nor for that of dis- 
couraging fair audi cfree deliberation ; butql' t^ke the 
liberty of throwing o^ut a caution to those who£, in a more 
advanced stagB of the; discussion, and when odnftictiiig 
opinions may have. produced a warmth which I do not feel, 
might I be induced to colour more deeply the pictures 
which tho honourable gentleman himself has sketched with 
no light hand; and tvho might thuis excite feelings which 
it is not necessary to awaken for thd accomplis-hment of 
any practical good, but which, if awakened, might either 
impede the attainment of that good, or expose it to gra- 
tuitous hazard. 

And here the honourable gentleman must allow me to 
ask. What had the latter part of his speech to do with his 
present purpose? Why did he think it expedient to 
recur to the former delinquencies of this country, w^iich, if 
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capabio of expiation, have been expiated ? Why did he 
go back to a state of things in the West Indies, to which, 
so far as they could be remedied, remedy has been applied ? 
Why did he go out of his way to recai the horrors and 
cruelties connected with the now abolished Slave Trade, 
which were at former times brought under the notice of 
Parliament ? Why, when he was stirring a question 
totally new, (and I mention that character of the question, 
not as matter of blame but as niatter cf fact)-— why did he 
mix it up with that other odious question, often indeed 
discussed, but long ago decided, with which, dt^ring an 
agitation of twenty years, it was never before placed in 
jux fa- position hut for the purpose of being contrasted with 
and separated from it ? In all former discussions, in all 
former votes against the Slave Trade, it cannot surely be 
forgotten that the ulterior purpose of emancipation was 
studiously disclaimed. I have myself frequently joined in 
that.disclaimer on former occasions. In doing so, I certainly 
did not mean to advance so nntenable a proposition as 
that it was intended to purchase the abolition of tlie Slave 
Trade by an indefinite continuance of Slavery, Un- 
doubtedly that was not my meaning ; but what I at least 
did mean — what in all fairness any man who took the same 
distinction must be held to have meant — was, that the two 
questions should be kept separate, and argued on their 
separate grounds; that the odiam of that which we were 
labouring to abolish should not be brought to bear with 
increased intensity on that of which we were compelled to 
allow the continuance. Slavery, not willingly but neces- 
sarily, was allowed to continue. I do not say that it 
is therefore to continue indefinitely; I speak iiot. of it 
as a system to be carefully preserved and cherished, 
but iis one to be dealt with according to its own mature, 
and with reference to its inherent peculiarities. We 
must be considered as having taci tly, if not expressly, taken 
the engagement, not, on every subsequent discussion, to 
look back to atrocities which have ceased, not to revive 
anirac^ities which have been extinguished, and to throw 



ill the teeth of those whose interests are at hazard, cruel- 
ties with which they io tact had no concern. After such 
an implied pledge, it is somewhat hard in the honourable 
gentleman to revert to those past-gone topics, instead of 
confining himself to facts and arguments which properly 
belong to the motion which he has introduced. 

I will not follow the honourable gentleman through the 
various matters of this kind which he has brought to his 
aid ; but I will here take the liberty to dismiss the consi- 
deration of the Slave Trade as of a thing forgotten and 
gone by : and I will entreat the House to look at the pre- 
sent situation of the West Indies, not as at a population, 
accumulated by a succession of crimes such as those which 
the honourable gentleman has detailed, but simply as it is. 

The honourable gentleman has treated this subject 
rather with powerful declamation than with sober state- 
ment : for I must beg leave to consider as a figure of 
eloquence, rather than as a practical argument, the inti- 
mation that we must deal with this questioil not as a matter 
of jti^tic^ and judgment, but of impulse and feeling. That 
is not a ground on which Parliament can be called upon 
to act. The manner in which the Black population of the 
West Indies has been collected may indeed be the sub- 
ject of reflection to the historian, or discussion to the 
moralist: but, in calling upon the Legislature to adopt a 
measure of the g*reatest importance, and of the utmost 
difficulty, the honourable gentleman addresses himself, liot, 
to the prudence, but to the feeling oi the House, I con- 
fess it seems to me that he pursues th6 course least likely 
to lead to a satisfactory result. 

Looking then at the present condition of the West 
Indies^ i find there a numer/jus Black population, with a 
corAparatively small proportion of Whites. The question 
to be decided is, how civil rights, moral improvemeht, 
and general happiness are to be communicated to this over- 
powi^ring multitude of Slaves, with safety to the liveis anil 
security to the interest's of the White population, our 
felloxir-siibjects and fellbw-citizens. Is it possible that 



there can be a diflereiice of opinion upon this question I 
Is it possible that those most uearly concerned in the pre- 
sent state of property in the West Ii^dies, and those who 
contemplate the great subject with the eye of the pliilo^ 
sopher and the moralist, should look at it in any other 
than one point of view ? Is it possible for a member of 
Parliament, still more for a member of the Government, 
to say that he does not wish, so far as is consistent with 
other great considerations necessarily involved, to impart 
every improvement which may tend to raise in the scale of 
being- the unfortunate creat'ires now in a state of servitude 
and ignorance t Undoubtedly, sacrifices ought to be made 
for the attainment of so great a good ; but would I on this 
account strike at the root of the system — a system the 
growth of ages — and unhesitatingly and rashly level it at a 
blow ? Are we not all aware that there are knots which 
cannotbe suddenly disentangled, and must not be cut ; — dif- 
ficulties which, if solved at all, must be solved by patient 
consideration and impartial attention, in order that we 
may not do the most ilagrant injustice by aiming at justice 
itself? 

The honourable gentleman begins his resolution with 
a recital which 1 confess greatly embarrasses me : 
he says, that the state of Slavery is repugnant to 
the principles of the British Constitution, and of the 
Christian Religion." God forbid that he who ven- 
tures to object to this statement, should therefore be 
held to assert a contradiction to it ! I do not say 
that the state of Slavery is consonant to the principles 
of the 73ritish Constitution ; still less do I say that the 
state of Slavery is consonant to the principles of the Chris- 
tian Religion. But though I do not advance these propo- 
sitions myself, nevertheless I must say, that in my opinion 
the propositions of the honourable gentleman are not 
practically true. If the honourable gentleman means 
that the British Constitution does not admit of Slavery in 
that part of the British dominions where the constitution 
is in full play, undoubtedly his statement is true ; but it 
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makes nothing for his object. If, however, the honour- 
able Member is to be understood to maintain that the 
British Constitution has not tolerated for years, nay more 
for centuries, in the Colonies, the existence of Slavery, a 
state of society unknown in the mother country, — that is a 
position which is altogether without foundation, and posi- 
tively and practically untrue. In my opinion, when a pro- 
position is submitted to this House for the purpose of 
inducing the House to act upon it, care should be taken 
not to confound, as I think is done in this resolution, what 
is morally true with what is historically false. Undoubt- 
edly the spirit of the British Constitution is, in its principle, 
hostile to any modification of Slavery. But as undoubt- 
edly the British Parliament has for ages tolerated, sanc- 
tioned, protected, and even encouraged a system of colo- 
nial establishment of which it well knev/ Slavery to be the 
foundation. 

In the same way, God forbid that I should contend that 
the Christian religion is favourable to Slavery. But I confess 
J feel a strong objection to the introduction of the name 
of Christianity, as it were bodily, into any parliamentary 
question. Religion ought to controul the acts and to 
regulate the consciences of governments, as well as of 
individuals ; but when it is put forward to serve a political 
purpose, however laudable, it is done, I think, after the 
example of ill times, and I cannot but remember the ill 
objects to which in those times such a practice was 
applied. Assuredly no Christian will deny that the spirit 
of the Christian religion is hostile to Slavery, as it is to 
every abuse and misuse of power : it is hostile to all 
deviations from rectitude, morality, and justice; but if it 
be meant that in the Christian religion there is a special 
denunciation against Slavery, that Slavery and Chris- 
tianity cannot exist together, — I think the honourable 
gentleman himself must admit that the proposition is his- 
torically false ; and again I must say, that I cannot consent 
to the confounding, for a political purpose, what is morally 
true with what is historical! y false. One peculiar charac- 
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(eristic of the Christian dispensation, if 1 must venture in 
this place upon such a theme, is, that it has accommodated 
itself to all states of society, rather than that it has selected 
any particular state of society for the peculiar exercise of its 
influence. If it has added lustre to the sceptre of the 
sovereign, it has equally been the consolation of the Slave. 
It applies to all ranks of life, to all conditions of men ; and 
the sufferings of this world, even to those upon whom they 
press most heavily, are rendered comparatively indifferent 
by the prospect of compensation in the world of which 
Christianity affords the assurance. True it certainly i^, 
that Christianity generally tends to elevate, not to degrade, 
the character of man ; but it is not true, in the specific 
sense conveyed in the honourable gentleman's resolution^ it 
is not true that there is that in the Christian religion which 
makes it impossible that it should co-exist with Slavery in 
the world. Slavery has been known in all times and under 
all systems of religion, whether true or false. Non mens 
hie sermo : I speak but what others have written on this 
point; and I beg leave to read to the House a passage from 
Dr. Paley, which is directly applicable to the subject that 
we are discussing. 

" Slavery was a part of the civil constitution of most 
countries when Christianity appeared ; yet no passage is 
to be found in the Christian Scriptures by which it is con- 
demned and prohibited. This is true ; for Christianity, 
soliciting admission into all nations of the world, abstained, 
as behoved it, from intermeddling with the civil institutions 
of any. But does it follow, from the silence of Scripture 
concerning them, that all the civil institutions which then 
prevailed were right; or that the bad should not be 
exchanged for better ? Besides this, the discharging of 
all slaves from all obligation to obey their masters, 
which is the consequence of pronouncing Slavery to be 
unlawful, would have no better effect than to let loose 
one-half of mankind upon the other. Slaves would 
have been tempted to embrace a religion which asserted 
their right to freedom ; masters would hardly have been 



persuaded to consent to claims founded opoo snch aw- 
thohty ; the most calamitous of all consequences, a hel- 
ium servile, might probably have ensued, to the reproach, 
if not the extinction, of the Christian name. The truth 
is, the emancipation of Slaves should be gradual, and be 
carried on by the provisions of law, and under the pro- 
tection of civil government. Christianity can only ope- 
rate as an alterative. By the mild diifusion of its light 
and inllaence, the minds of men are insensibly prepared to 
perceive and correct the enormities vi^hich folly, or wick- 
edness, or accident have introduced into their public es- 
tablishments. In this wav the Greek and Roman Slavery, 
and since these the feudal tyranny, had declined before it. 
And we trust that, as the knowledge and authority of the 
same religion advance in the world, they will abolish what 
remains of this odious institution." 

The honourable gentleman cannot wish more than I 
do, that under this gradual operation, under this widen- 
ing diffusion of light and liberality, the spirit of the Chris- 
tian religion may effect all the objects he has at heart. But 
it seems to me that it is not, for the practical attainment 
of his objects, desirable that that which may be the in- 
fluencing spirit should be put forward as the active agent. 
When Christianity was introduced into the world, it took 
its root amidst the galling slavery of the Roman Empire ; 
more galling in many respects (though not precisely of the 
same character) than that of which the honourable gen- 
tleman, in common I may say with every friend of hu- 
manity, complains. Slavery at that period gave to the 
master the power of life and death over his bondsman : 
this is undeniable, known to every body: Itaservus homo 
est! are the words put by Juvenal into the mouth of the 
fine lady who calls upon her husband to crucify his Slave. 
If the evils of this dreadful system nevertheless gradually 
vanished before the gentle but certain influence of Chris- 
tianity, and if th© great Author of the system trusted 
rather to this gradual operation of the principle than to 
any immediate or direct precept, I think Parliament 
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would do more wisely rather to rely upon the like opera- 
tion of the same principle than to put forward the autho- 
rity of Christianity, in at least a questionable shape. 
The name of Christianity ought not to be thus used unless 
we are prepared to act in a much more summary manner 
than the honourable gentleman himself proposes. If the 
existence of Slavery be repugnant to the principles of the 
British Constitution and of the Christian Religion, how 
can the honourable gentleman himself consent to pause 
eyen for an instant, or to allow any considerations of pru- 
dence to intervene between him and his object? How 
can he propose to divide Slaves into two classes; one 
of which is to be made free directly, while he leaves 
the other to the gradual extinction of their state of suf- 
fering? But if, as T contend, the British Constitution does 
not, in its necessary operation, go to extinguish Slavery 
in every colony, it is evident that the honourable gentle- 
man's proposition is not to be understood in the precise 
sense which the honourable gentleman gives to it; and if 
the Christian Religion does not require the instant and un- 
qualified abolition of Slavery, it is evident^ I apprehend, that 
the honourable Member has mistated in his resolution the 
principle upon which he himself is satisfied to act. But 
while 1 contend against the literal sense, and too positive 
language, of the honourable gentleman^s resolutions; and 
while I declare my unwillingness to adopt them as the 
basis of our proceedings ; let me not be misunderstood 
as quarreling with their intention. I admit as fully as 
the honourable gentleman himself, that the spirit both of 
the British Constitution and of the Christian Religion is 
in favour of a gradual extermination of this unquestioned 
evil : and I am ready to proceed with the honourable gen- 
tleman to all reasonable and practicable measures for that 
purpose. 

On these principlfe?s I feel disposed to agree in much 
that the honourable gentleman has said. To many of his 
measures of detail I have not the slightest objection; 



witJioiU, however, admitting the solidity ofa!! his ingeniuiui 
illustrations, oi subscribing to the correctness of all Ins 
arguments, i think the House will he of my opinion, that 
at this time of day we must consider property as the 
creature of law ; and that, when law has sanctioned any 
particular species of property, we cannot legislate in this 
House as if we were legislating for a new world, the 
surface of which was totally clear from the obstruction oi 
antecedent claims and obligations. If the honourable 
gerdleman asks me, on the other hand, whether I main- 
tain the inviolability of property so far as to ailirm the 
proposition, that the children of Slaves must continue to 
bo Slaves for ever, — 1 answer frankly, No. If again he 
asks me how I reconcile my notions of reverence lor the 
sacredness of property with Ihe degree of authority I am 
prepared to exercise lor the attainment of my object, 1 
answer with eo/nil frankness, In accomplishing a great 
national object, in doing an act of national justice, I do 
not think it right to do it at the exclusive expense of any 
one class of the community. I am disposed to go gra- 
dually to work, in order to diminish both the danger to 
be risked and the burden to be incurred. My opinion 
is also, and I am prepared to state it (the honourable gen- 
tleman having made his appeal to the Government on tliis 
question some weeks ago) as the opinion of my colleagues 
as well as my own — that in order that the object which we 
have all in view may be undertaken safely and eHectually, 
it is better that it should be left in the hands of the Exe- 
cutive Government. 

With that view 1 have taken the liberty of preparing 
certain resolutions, which I shall propose to substitute for 
those of the honourable gentleman. Between the two 
sets of resolutions the substantial difl^rence, it will be seen, 
is not vr3ry essential ; but from the dilference of i 'ispoD- 
sibility between the honourable gentleman and myself, 1 
must of necessity lay down my principles with greater 
caution than he has done ; and proceed more coolly, and 
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€onsi(lerately,so as to avoid theliabiUty to misrepresentation. 
Not that I wish to shrink from particulars, so far as it may 
be expedient to enter into them. 

T may say then, that there arp two or three points referred 
to by the honourable gentlemaHi, to which I cannot refuse 
my concurrence. For instance, he asks if the present 
mode of working — that which is described by the term, 
driving — the slaves, by means of a cart-whip in the hand 
of one who follows them, ought to be allowed? I reply. 
Certainly not. But I go farther ; I tell the honourable 
gentleman, that in raising any class of persons from a ser- 
vile to a civil condition, one of the first principles of im- 
provement is in the observance paid to the diflerence of 
sexes. I would therefore abolish, with respect to females, 
the use of the whip, not only as a stimulant to labour in. 
the field ; I would abolish it altogether as an instrument of 
punishment,™ thus saving the weaker sex from indecency 
and degradation. I should further be inclined to concur 
with the honourable^ gentleman as to the insufficiency of 
the time allowed to the Negroes for religious and moral 
instruction, so long as the cultivation of his provision 
ground and his marketing occupy the greater part of the 
Sabbath. In this point I am anxious to introduce im- 
provement into the present system. 

These are points on which 1 have no hesitation in 
agreeing with the honourable gentleman ; but there arc 
some others requiring more mature consideration in prac- 
tice, although^ in principle, I feel bound to say that I 
agree with him. I agree with him in thin.king that what 
is now considered, by custom, and in point of fact, the pro- 
perty of the Negro ought to be secured to him by law. 
I agree with him in thinking that it would be beneficial 

if the liberty of bequest were assured to him: perhaps 
it might be made conditional upon marriage. I agree 
with him in thinking that it may perhaps be desir- 
able to do something with regard to the admitting 

the evidence of Negroes ; but this I hold to be a muck 

more difficult question, and one requiring more thorough 
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deliberation than \ have yet had time to give to it. It k 
a point of such extreme delicacy, »>nd demands so much 
local and practice knowledge, that I hardly feel justified 
in pronouncing ai this moment any decided opinion upon 
it, Thus far I concur, that it well merits favourable and 
patient investigation; and for myself, and those who act 
with me, I can say that we should commence that investi- 
gation with a leaning to the view of the subject taken by 
the honourable gentleman. More at present I will not say. 

I agree further with the honourable gentleman in think- 
ing, that (though great difficulties may be experienced, 
not from the moral but from the legal part of the question) 
the process of the writ of venditioni exponas, by which 
the Slaves are sold cseparately from the estates, ought, if 
possible, to be abolished. 

I have mentioned these particulars as those which have 
most immediately attracted the attention of his Majesty's 
servants. I can assure the honourable gentleman and the 
Mouse, that they have looked at this subject with a sincere 
desire to render all possible assistance to the undertaking 
of the honourable gentleman, and to co-operate in every 
practicable measure for ameliorating the condition of the 
Negroes. 

1 should ill discharge my duty this day, after the warn- 
ing of the last few weeks, during which this great subject 
has been in discussion, if I were not to say that, upon most 
of the particulars which I have mentioned, if not upon all, 
there is every disposition among those who may be con- 
sidered as representing the colonial interests in this House 
and in this country, to give them a fair, liberal, and candid 
consideration. 

The immediate question before the House may therefore 
be narrowed to this pointy— whether it is better to enter 
upon this question in a temper of mind unembittered by 
the retrospect of past evils and atrocities, and with a chance 
of carrying with us a degree of consent on the part of 
those most interested and most exposed to the hazard oi 
Injury from any change ; or, at the risk of angry discussions. 
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which, however innoxious in this House, yet, if echoed in 
other places, might be attended with the most frig-htful 
consequences, to adopt at once the propositions of the 
honourable gentleman. The question is, whether, upon 
the declaration of principles now made to the House, the 
honourable gentleman and his friends will be contented with 
the resolutions which I shall have the honour to propose, 
or will press his motion to a division, at all the hazards 
which I would rather leave to be imagined than describe. 

Thereis, however, one point in the honourable gentleman's 
statement upon which I certainly entertain a difference of 
opinion : I mean, the proposal of fixing a period at which 
the children of Slaves shall be free. I doubt- — not from 
any peculiar knowledge that I have of the subject, but 
upon the general principles of human nature — whether the 
measure recommended by the honourable gentleman would 
produce the degree of satisfaction which he anticipates, and 
whether it might not produce feelings of an opposite nature. 
I doubt whether in its operation it would not prove at once 
the least efficient and the most hazardous mode of attaining 
his own object. But I throw out these observations with 
the same frankness and candour with which I have ex- 
pressed myself in approval of those points of the honourable 
gentleman's propositions in which I have had the pleasure 
to concur. I desire not to be bound by these observations 
any more than I feel myself bound to carry into effect, 
at all risks, and at all hazards, those points upon which I 
have given a favourable opinion. I declare openly and 
sincerely my present impressions, formed after the begl 
deliberation that there has been time to give to the consi- 
deration of the subject, I trust and believe that I have 
not spoken positively upon any 'thing, upon which there is 
a probability of my having hereafter to retract what I have 
said. I speak doubtfully on some points, even where the 
bent of my opinion is very strong : but the one thing I am 
most anxious to avoid, is the declaration of any pledge of 
an abstract nature ; the laying down any principle, the 
ronstniction of which is to be left to those whose feelings 
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and prejudices and passions mu^t naturally be awake to 
these discussions, and who 5 when they learn by a decla- 
ration of this House, that the continuance of Slavery, 
and the principles of the Christian Religion, are incom- 
patible," might imagine they saw, in such a declaration, 
what, 1 say, in abstract reasoning I have, I think, shewn 
they would be fairly entitled to see in it, their own imme- 
diate and uncpialified emancipation. Lay down such prin- 
ciples I say, and those persons would have a right to draw 
that conclusion ; and when the House had once made such 
a declaration, the qualification would come t,oo late. 

I am therefore peculiarly desirous that the qualification 
should be embodied in the same vote which aflirms the 
principle, and that nothing should be left to inference and 
construction ; that even the hopes held out for the future 
should be qualified with the doubts, with the delays, and 
with the difficulties to be surmounted before they can pos- 
sibly be realized. 

I will now, with the leave of the House, read the 
Resolutions which I propose to submit to the House for 
its consideration. 

1st, That it is expedient to ad6pt effectual, and decisive 
measures for ameliorating the condition of the Slave popu- 
lation in his Majesty's Colonies. 

" 2d, That through a determined and persevering, but 
judicious and temperate, enforcement of such measures, 
this House looks forward to a progressive improvement in 
the character of the Slave population, such as may prepare 
them for « participation in those civil rights and privileges 
which are enjoyed by other classes of his Majesty's subjects. 

** 3d, That this House is anxious for the accomplishment 
of this purpose, at the earliest period that may be compa- 
tible with the well-being of the Slaves, the safety of the 
Colonies, and with a fair and equitable consideration of 
the interests of all parties concerned therein.'' 

If the House should be inclined to adopt these Resolu- 
tions, I shall then follow them up with a 

'* 4tli, That these Resolutions be laid before his Majesty." 
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There now remains but one point, which, after having so 
fully expressed my sentiments to the House, I am pecu- 
liarly anxious to impress upon its consideration : I mean 
the mode of execution — the manner in which the Execu- 
tive Government would have to act in respect of these 
Resolutions, in the event of their adoption. The House 
is aware, that over certain of the colonies in the West 
Indies^ the Crown exercises immediate power, without 
the intervention of any Colonial Legislature. In their 
case, the agency of the Crown, of course, will be more 
free and unfettered than in Colonies having their 
own separate government. At the same time, I must 
declare, that we have a right to expect from the 
Colonial Legislatures a full and fair co-operation. And, 
being as much averse by hahit, as I am at this moment 
precluded by duty, from mooting imaginary points, and 
looking to the solution of extreme though not impossible 
questions, I must add, that any resistance which might 
be manifested to the express and declared wishes of 
Parliament, any resistance, I mean, which should partake, 
not of reason, but of contumacy, would create a case (a 
case, however, which I sincerely trust will never occur) 
upon which his Majesty's Government would not hesitate 
to come down to Parliament for counsel. 

1 will not further prolong a discussion (which it has 
been my object to bring to a close) by any general reflec- 
tions further than this, that giving every credit as I do to 
the motives which have actuated the honourable gentle- 
man, I am sure he will feel that it is perfectly consistent 
with a complete sympathy with his moral feelings, and 
consistent equally with my duty, that I should look at this 
subject more practically, more cautiously, and more dis~ 
passionately, and (if the honourable gentleman will permit 
me to say so much) more prudently than the honourable 
gentleman ; whose warmth, however, though I must not 
uiiitate, T do not mean harshly to blame. 

And further, 1 would assure those wbos(» interests are 
Mivolved in this greal fjuestion, that \vhatev(>r may be ihr 



result oi Ihu present discussioti, I anel on colleagues are 
iiot more anxious, on the one hand, to redeem, the character 
ol the country, so far as it may have sufTered bv the state 
of Slavery in the Colonies, than we think ourselves bound, 
on the other, to guard and protect the just interests of 
those who, by no fault of their own, by iida ritance, by 
accident, by the encouragement of repeated Acts of the 
Legislature, find their property vested in a concern 
exposed to inurnerable hazards and ditticulties, which do 
not belong toproj)erty of another character; such as, if they 
had their option (as their ancestors had it), they would 
doubtless, in most cases, have preferred. If they have 
stood these hazards, if they have encountered these difli- 
culties — and have to stand and encounter them still — 
we may not l)e able to secure them against the conse- 
quences of such a state of things ; but at least we have no 
right to aggravate the hazards or the difficulties which we 
cannot relieve. (See Af)pendix B.) 

The original Resolution was then read by the Speaker, 
and the (juestion put upon the Amendment. 

Mr. WiLBKRFOiiCE.— Before I enter into any discus- 
sion of the question before the House, I think it necessary 
to say a few words in vindication of the line pursued 
by my honourable friend near me (Mr. F. Bu\ton) on 
the present occasion; more particularly with reference to 
the [)roposition with which my honourable friend com- 
menced his speech. My honourable friend addressed 
himself to a British Parliament, and fully, fairly, and can- 
didly, told the House what were his real intentions in 
submitting his motion to its consideration,— -a gradual but 
total extinction of Slavery in the Colonies of this country. 
With powerful eloquence, and the justest reasoning, 
my honourable friend appealed to the understandings 
of honourable Members, and called to their recollection 
the sound and wholesome principles of the British Con- 
stitution principles which declared to be objectionable, 
m the highest degree, the very existence of Shivery. But 
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it is rather my wish to av >id any ir.eiess repetition ul 
points on which there is no dispute; and to adopt the opi- 
nions and principles which have ah'eady been fully ac- 
knowledged, and indeed justly re pected. 

It is with no little pleasure t/.at I heard my right ho- 
nourable friend (Mr. Canning"^ ^xcede to several of the pro- 
positions made by my honourable friend near me(Mr. Bux- 
ton). 1 reler particularly to the abolition of the system 
of female punishment; the reservation of certain days to 
the Negroes for labouring- on their own account ; the dis- 
continuance of the practice of workingf on Sundays ; the 
abolition of the Sunday markets ; the abolition of the 
driving system, or of urging the Field Slaves to their 
labour by the whip ; and, above all, the introduction and 
universal establishment of a system of religious instruc- 
tion, and of the moral reformation of the Slaves, of which 
marriage was of course to be one of the principal par- 
ticulars. But I wish ray ris^ht honourable friend to con- 
sider, what I think he does not seem sufficiently to bear 
in mind, in relation to what has been often alleged of the 
mischiefs likely to arise from the discussions of this ques- 
tion, that whatever may be the dangers to be apprehended 
from such discussions, there are yet no dangers so 
great, or so formidable, as those w hich must arise from a 
continuance of the present West-Indian system. And 
therefore I must assure my right honourable friend, that 
in directing a superintending and vigilant eye to the state 
of things in the West Indies, and by endeavouring to 
apply remedies to the existing grievances, with a fair 
regard to the interests and well-being of all the parties 
concerned, he is doing no more than discharging duties 
powerfully incumbent on him as a Member of the British 
Legislature, and still more as a Minister of the Crown, 
and a watchful guardian of the general interests of this 
Country. And now, Sir, let me say a word or two on rny 
honourable friend's having laid the grounds of his resolu- 
tion in the principles of the Christian religion. — What 
could be more reasonable, what more appropriate, in the 
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Senate oi a nation wliich calls itself ChristiaB and ac- 
kn(>w!ed«^rc,s the Divine authority of the holy Scriptures : 

Again; let me remind my ng;ht. honourable friend, 
and the House, thai it was necessary for my honourable 
friend boldly to assert and maintain the rights and pri- 
vileges of tlie Black population in the West indies. At 
the same time, I am thoroughly convinced, that there is 
no man more ready than my honourable friend (Mr. Bux- 
ton) fairly to consi(^er the situation in which many of the 
West-Indian proprietors would be placed in the event of 
the execution of his plans, the effect of which undoubt- 
edly would be gradually to extinguish Slavery in the West 
Indies, i entirely agree with my right hononrable friend, 
in thinking, that nothing would be more unfair than to 
consider those whose interests are involved in this ques- 
tion, in any invidious point of view: but surely, on the 
other hand, if we are really desiroas of putting an end to 
slavery, it is absolutely necessary boldly to state that it is 
a great and intolerable grievance. 

With respect to the dangers which may arise from a 
discussion of these points, I can only state, that my right 
lionourable friend must enter into an investi2:ation of the 
requisite measures for putting an end to the evils acknow- 
ied<i;ed to exist, with a recollection of the infinite danfrer 
which must attend a continuance of the present system 
of slavery. Many reasons present themselves to my mind 
why it is far safer to get rid of these evils altogether, than 
to modify them. But I must remind the Mouse, that, 
as to the discussion being so dangerous as has been 
irequently alleged by those who oppose any alteration in the 
present system, the notion has been in fact contradicted 
and exploded by theWest-Indians themselves, who from time 
to time have been in the habit of inserting in their coloniat 
iiONvspapers articles which might be supposed to be of the 
most dangerous tendency, calculated to intiame the minds 
oi the Black population, and even to tempt them to insur- 
rection. Now, Sir, this fact, and it is impossible to dis 
V'ute it, is a great cncourugcment to us in the present dis- 
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€i5s,^i'j'i ; for the House must be now aware, that whatever 
appreliensioas concerning' the elleclSj on the minds oi' the 
Negro Slaves, of discussions in, this House, might be 
deemed reasonable by individuals resident in this country, 
yet that these alarms have not been felt in the slightest 
degree by those resident on the spotj where danger only 
could arise, and where the probabilities of it might be most 
justly estirnatedc There are doubtless, however, dangers 
great and serious, and even formidable, to be encountered ; 
but they are such as arise out of the state and circumstances 
of our West-Indian colonies, in relation Loth to their 
insular and ti»eir continental neighbours ; and on the whole, 
they are such as on the whole would be lessened rather 
than augmented by the reforms in the contemplation of my 
honourable friend. 

I cannot forbear alluding to another point, which I 
eonfess has made a strong impression upon my mind. 
We have had laid before us " Returns of the Slave 
Population of the West-India Islands." 1 do not know 
whether my right honourable friend is aware of this im- 
portant circumstance, that there is every reason to believe 
that, in all the West-India islands, the population has been, 
for some years past, and is at this very time, decreasing. 
I beg the very particular attention of my right honourable 
friend to this fact; and let the House also attend to it, 
because it will be a sort of specimen of the difliculties 
we may in future have to encounter. It i^j an established 
and well-known fact, that in our West-India islands, the 
Slaves, though in a climate similar to their own, instead 
of keeping up their numbers, have for a long series of 
years been gradually decreasing ; and though the decrease 
has been gradually lessening, yet these Returns clearly 
shew that it still continues. This decrease is the more 
extraordinary, because the Negro race is found to have 
greatly increased its numbers in every other country, 
even in the, to them, uncongenial climate of North 
America. The causes to which the Abolitionists chieQy 
referred fijis deviation from the ordinary course of nature, 
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tbis exclusion from the benefit of the fundamental law of 
nature established by the Ahnighty on the first formation 
of man, Increase and multiply," were over- working, 
linder-feeding, and licentiousness. 

The West-Indians themselves, thouj^h acknov,ledging 
that the general licentiousness operated powerfully in pro- 
ducing this effect, ascribed the decrease of the Black 
population chiefly to the numerical disproportion of the 
sexes, the number of the women, they alleged, being greatly 
inferior to that of the men. Yv^ e acknowledged, indeed, 
that, of the original importations, the greater proportion of 
almost every one consisted of men. But we maintained, 
that in almost all our islands, more especially in the two 
greatest, Jamaica, and still moreBarbadoes, as the numbers 
born of the two sexes would onlv shew the ordinary small 
deviation from a complete equality, the inequality arising 
from the importations must long ago have ceased to exist. 
The West-Tndians, however, went on contending for a large 
inferiority of number in the women, assigning in a great 
degree to this the strange phenomenon that the Slaves 
diminished, and thereby negativing the operation of those 
circumstances in their treatment to v,'hich we ascribed 
the diminution. At length, however, the establishment 
of a Registry gave us a nearer approximation tlian ever 
before to the real numbers of the Slaves ; and then what. 
Sir, was proved to be the real fact ? That in every one of 
the West-India islands, so far was it from being true 
that it was this alleged disproportion which prevented the 
increase of the Negroes, there has been in truth no such 
disproportion existing ; and that in fact in all our islands, 
except the lately settled island Trinidad, the women 
are in greater numbers than the men. As the whole 
population is made up of that of the different estates and 
families of domestic slaves, and as every owner had an 
accurate account of the number of his own, it is very sur- 
prising, indeed quite unaccountable, how the hypothesis, 
universally prevalent and enforced on us, could be believed ; 
and yet such was the account invariably given to us. Let this 
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then he a proof iliat we ought not io trust implicilly to 
the accuracy of the statemeists received from the West 
Indies. But the importjint isiference to be drawn from 
the decrease of the Slaves, /even under the cireams^ance. 
of an equality of the sexes, is, tb'4t we must fiwd the mpaos; 
of encouraging the natural increase of the Negroes, or that 
the Planters will lie under the strongest temptations to resort 
once raore to the old source of .the Slavie 'HV^de, caxrvinar 
it on illicitly, Something: must bo done, .to ©Qect an 
entire reformation jn the system, not merely witii a vie,w. 
to justice, and humanity, but also to sound policy ; ;fot 
however this country may be determined not to permit the 
re,commeneementof isuch a traffic, the temptation to renew 
it, wiiich the deficiency of Slaves would hold out,, would 
he too tnnoh for human nature, at least for human nature 
in the West Indies. Tiie Hegwter Bills that have Ijoeo. 
enacted by the different Colonial Assemblies, are altogether 
inadequate to their .effect. I freply. confess tho.t I cannot 
depend upon them for producing tlie desired effect of pre-' 
venting the illicit importation of Negroes ; and let Any one 
who may have any doubt on this head, remember what 
was formerly stated by the Colonial Assemblies themselves, 
that if the Abolition Law should be passed, it WQuld be 
practically impossible to ewforce it, . 
, There are only two otlier matters on which I am anxious 
to say a few words. First, I entirely concur with my right 
honourable friend in thinking, that it is highly to be wished 
that the conversion o-'the Skves irito a free peasantry should 
rather be the gradual eiTect of the operation of moral causes, 
than that it should be suddenly efi'ected by an Act of Parlia- 
ment. But he will allow me also to tell him, and to tell 
the House, that when we consider the claims of these 
unhappy peo[)le, and the time that has been already lost 
in accomplishing this great and high, duty, we ought ;not 
to prolong their slavery an hour longer than is absolutely 
necessary, with a view to their own, benefit,. as well as to 
the interests of other parties. I believe most sincerely 
that any reform which should convert the Slaves into a free 
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peasantry would be no less advantagQpua to the planters 
Ihmselves than to those who are at present in bondage to 
them. Still it is deserving of seriaus consideration, wliethcr 
it would be either wise, or just, tor prudent, to leave to time 
the emancipation of the Slaves, allowing it to become 
general merely by the operation of principle^ such as have 
been alluded to j or whether it would not be fit to adopt 
i^ometbing like the plan recommended about thirty years 
ago by the lat0 lord Melville, and which, if carried 
into effect, would have left at this time scarcely a single 
Slave in the whole of our West-Indian possessions^ I 
cannot reflect that this plan was not carried iuto effect, 
without deep concern* But there is another point of 
extreme importance on which practically all parties ought 
to agree. It is, whether the improving of the condition of 
the Negrpes ought to be the work of the BHtish Parliament, 
or whether it ought to be left to the Colonial Legislatures ? 
For myself, I frankly confess, that if the Colonial Legis-* 
ktures would make the reform, I should greatly prefer it. 
But how is it possible for me to expect that they will do 
it ? Have we not large experience qu this head ; and does 
not all our experience shew, that they will not do their 
duty t Do we not remember that, from the first moment 
when any proceedings were commenced for the ame- 
Horation of the condition of the Slaves, the Colonial 
Legislatures invariably opposed every endeavour of the 
kind? There were no consequences so fatal, no injuries 
80 great, that were not in the first instance predicted as 
certain to be the effect of any interference, even to 
lessen the horrors of the Middle Passage ; by which, it may 
be now necessary to state, w^is meant the conveyance 
of the wretched victims from Africa to the West Indies, 
Let me also call to the recollection of the House, that such 
was the case, not only when propositions of the kind 
came from persons who might be looked upon as obnoxious 
to the West Indians, or likely to be suspected by them, 
but when they were brought forward by individuals most 
respectable from their rank and fortune, and character, 
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and who had long be^n regarded by me planter^ V^idi 
favour, as decidedly partial to their cause, Iii 1797, 
an honoarable gentleman now fitting opposite t(y me 
(Mr. C. Ellis), Vho had shewed a disinterested spirit 
of benevolence towards the Negroes oh his own propertied, 
wished to, prevail on the Colonists to adopt some general 
reforms. The personal efforts he had used^ and the sacri- 
iices he had made, were a testimony of his unquestionable 
sincerity. He was desirous of introducing a reform, that, 
if carried into execution, he hoped might have had the 
happiest results. But he wished his reform to be patronisedl 
and carried into effect by the Legislatures of the W^Sist 
Indies. The consequence was, that all his exertions were 
ineffectual ; and that though his application was enforced 
by the most powerful of all pleas, viz. that, if they did 
Tnot reform the svstem themselves, the British Parliament 
would infallibly pass the much dreaded A.bolition I^w, yet 
even with this enforcement, the Colonial Assemblies would 
do nothing. Again ; it is not to be forgotten^ thai Mr. 
Bryan Edwards, the historian of the Whsi Indies, and 
one of their "chief champions^ himself miggested the 
reform of one of the greatei?t practical grievances of th& 
West Itidies, viz. that of the Slaves being liiable to be 
seized, and separately and even singly sold for the payment 
of their master's debts; and also the abolition of the Sun- 
day market. He stated, that it was only necessary for 
the forriier of these objects to repeal a particular law of 
George II. We yieilded most gladly to what he recommend- 
ed. The law that stood in the way of this improvement was 
repealed accordingly. But to this day not one of the thirteen 
Colonial Assemblies has verified Mr. Edwards's prediction, 
that, so soon as they should be able, they would redress 
this crying grievance. Nothing whatever has been done, 
and the evil still remains in all its force. Will my right 
honourable friend then say, that he thinks such reforms as 
are necessary will be fairly and practically attempted by 
the Assemblies of the islands I Can he think it pos- 
sible tliat they will? I know i^y right honourable friend's 
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tiiflents sind; principles 30 well, tbat I am willing to believe . 
he 'vwill not suffer bimself to be imposed upon in ibis .j*e- 
sspect. But let biiiL beware : for it' he does reiy oii;jtbem; 
;he : will assuredly, be disappointed. And, let , it never 
be forgotten, as Sir Sunouel B-omiUy ?Jised to e:^claim, 
these : poor Negroes, destitute, inisei^able, unfriended, 
degraded as they are, are nevetUieless bis Majesty's liege - 
subjects, and are entitled to as muchfr-raye, let me Yemind 
,my right honourable friend, by the principles- of. our holy 
religion, to more— of the protection of the British Coasti- 
tutlon, because they are'deserted, destitute, and degrad- 
ed. / On this very account, tliey have a peculiar claim to 
our sympathy and protection. The great and the.ppwei*- 
ful, the noble aiid the aflluent, ought to feel it their special 
duty to extend their aid to the weak, the helpless, and the 
oppressed. The object, I trust, will be accoipplished in 
one way or another:: Slavery is a great moral; evil, dnd a 
great phydcal suffering; and I trust that, ere long, means 
will be found to put an end to it« It is; impossible, in the^ 
present state; of the world, and with all the knowledge that 
lias broken in upon us, to suppose that Slavery can exist 
much -longer. ■ ■ ; / '■h\'^ > = • , < - \ .t ■ 

i I do not wish to enter into any invidious/topics ;) though 
I confess my right honourable friend almpst tempted mo 
to do so, when he took upon himsplf to compare the state 
of the Slaves o^' antiquity with the conditioin of the Slaves 
in iht West IndifjsJ Let me remind him at least of on6 
difference between the two : that among the aqcients it 
was not in general diflicult for the Slave, by his industry 
or by his good conduct, to obtain his emancipation in a 
few years; but we all know the extreme difficulty of doing 
50 in the West Indies : we all know how in fact, of late, 
obstacles have been thrown i^ the way of individual 
mauMms^sion^. But upon this, point I do not wish at this 
time to go into any unueceb'sary. discussion.. I will only, 
therefore, in conclusion, remind the House and my right 
honourable friend, that the grand point to be kept in mind 
is, that the great changes that are contemplated, and the 
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Ijenefits multing from thein^ must not only he recom- 
mended strongly to the Oolohial- Assemblies ; bat Mie Oo- 
^errssneai «t iioins ^inust^is^e tfc«m csrrisd = into ctllfecti vit 
IS Si. part of the duty of <3overninerit to ?jsee thai iwj^M[i$ 
lield^nt in the resolutions is in; truth perf<^rined. v I <db 
not;wis\> to state what isiinvidious ; biit it is nfec^ssary thint 
sDmething shodd be mentioned on this bead, becaase ! 
must ijay, without reser've> that hitherto neitber! Goveriir 
mentiaur* Parliament itselfiias done its duty. „ ; ' ! » 

On tiie whole, I congratulate my honourable frietid 
(Mi-* F, Buxton) on the degree of success which has thus 
far attended his motion, lie has made his appeal : to the 
House and to the Country ; and that appeal has not only 
been heard with attention, but has created the most 
general and lively interest. Let us hope dnd trust that 
my rigbt honciurable friend will pursue his course, the 
course he has declared, that he will pursue ; and tiis^t the 
benefits he wishes to be coinmtsnicated to these unhappy 
beings may, in fact and practically, be secured tditliem. 
After aJi tlmt my right hoooui'abie friend has conceded, 
I. know not what myhouourable friend, proposes lo do 
as to the motion he has made ; but it may? be observed; 
that we sow stand in a ^perfectly new situation^ ientsreljr 
different from that in which we stood at the time of our 
entering the ,Ho*3se, and when the motion was brought 
forward. Let it be remembered, that we have now van 
acknowledgment on the part of Government that the 
grievances of which: we , complain do exist, and that a 
reniedyi ought to be appiiedi u -W© have also the assurianci© 
that a i^emedy shall he applied. This st'dte of things must 
give the utmost satisfaction to my honourable friend, and 
to all those who feel interested in the success of his ob- 
ject; and under these circumstances, I will no longer 
detain the House, than by expressing my confidence that 
we shall this night lay the foundation of . what will ulti- 
mately prove a great and glorious superstructure. 

Mr. Ellis. — There is something so fascinating in the pe- 
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mih'df cljaracter of the eloquence of ilie lionoirrable gelitle^ 
mum wluj lias jmi siil down, the topics also oo whiclji be hm 
^welt m IvuB speecli are calculated to appeal se forcibly U» 
all the best feeliogs of his hearers^ that it requires uo or-» 
droary effort to rise in opposilioo to him on such a sebjeet* 
By t though I am softiciently cosiscioas of this disadvantjage^ 
mid of the .still greater disadvantage of my own itisufll^ 
ciesicyj, I feel myself called wpoa by a yet stronger sers^ 
of duty towards the class of persons to which i beloogj, 
'whose interests are deeply implicated m this qUestioHy 
to stand op in support of their rights um\ in viiidicatioii 
of their characters* For;, Botwithstandiog the declaration 
with which the honourable gentleman who made this mo- 
tion commenced his speech^ I most take tlie liberty of 
sayings that he did not very cautiously abslai^ from iui* 
piitations of no light or uninvidions chiiracter ; and I 
trusty therefore, that the motive which impels me thus %& 
claim the indulgence of the House will induce them not 
in withhold it, 

in standing «3p, m I do^ on behalf of the planters of 
the West Indies, and as one of that body, I beg sot to 
lie coiisidefed as the chain piois of Slavery. As a l»Yest~ 
India planter, I do not hold myself m any degree respon- 
sible for the establishment of that system The planters of 
the present generation, most of them at least, fouad them- 
selvesj by inheritance, or by other accidental causes, m 
possession of property the fruit of the iadostrj of their 
ancestors or other predecessors, and of capital vested in 
the West Indies by them, ender the sanction of the Go- 
vernment and of the Parliament of this country, through 
their encouragement, and in reliance on their good faith. 
Thus circumstanced,— their owa property, and that of their 
uearest connexions, intimately bound up with, and de- 
pendent upon, the existence of the scheme of society 
established in the Colonies,-— what were the duties which 
these circumstances imposed upon them? I conceive 
them to have been—to administer that system with libe- 
rality-~-to exercise the power placed in their hands with 



lerniy nni liyiiiaeity io a word, to do all llmt iefmieA 
mi them, coosisteetly viilh ilmv owis safety md the se° 
,s^!3P-ifw tijs^.aif r&mneriv. to mitisrate aaid oroffra-^savnl^' 
to improve the ccjoditloo of the Hegroes, if tliey hm^ 
failed im these dsities, they have iociirred a imrM resposi» 
slbility^ aiid to a Iiiglier Tribojial than this Home. But 
for the establisbment of Slavery^ for the ioliereot vice of 
the system, for that original sin, they are oot responsible t 
t!.!ie respoosibility attaches iipoE the G-overameof; wh® 
fraoied this gysteiBj and upon the Farliameats which bav© 
repeatedly sasdctiooed it^ aiid who fraoied and have np- 
lieid itf for ^iews of British policy. For be it remem- 
bered always^, in treating this questioo, that our eoloisial 
system was not eistablished. for the sake of the €oIo» 
mes, biit for the encoiiragemeat of British comraerce 
md mansifacture^ ; for the purpose, to use the words 
of the Navigation Act^ of readering hk Majesty's 
FlaKjitations beyond seas be»e0cial and advantageous to 
this kingdom, in the employment of English ships and 
English seamess." It is the same with respect to the Slave 
Trade^ The Slav© Trade, in its origin, had no reference 

interior to the period of oor possession of the West-lndia 
Colonies : it has been carried on for its own sake, and in or* 
der to supply foreign countries with Slaves ; and the British 
Parliament has invariably treated it as a part of that system 
of navigation and commerce upon which our naval power 
mainly rested, and with which the interests of the Colonies 
were connected only as secondary and subservient, and as 
being instromental to the support of those great paramount 
British objects. Parliament, for nearly a century and a half, 
encouraged, watched over, and regulated that trade, not as 
was the case from the period when the honourable Member 
for Bramber undertook the subject for purposes of mercy 
towards the unhappy victims of it, but for the purpose of 
securing to British subjects the e.^clnsive profits of the 
traffic, and in order to render it, under our navigation 
one of the mean§ of o\xr mgintiiiie strength. Farlitj- 



WienlGimAed,. ihni no Slave sbipsslmnlcl he iidmliied info- 
imr (Monies hut frooi British ports ; tlial they .should be 
llrilisk ImiiL ?,md .mavi^rated by tiiree fourtli?', British .iea-. 
men. Let not FiMihime.nt then suppose., that it cao throw 
s)iF. i'mm iUeli', und lix upon the planters in the Colonies^ 
the , revspofj'sibiiity Jbr this long . course .of crirEc, The, 
planters^ even if they, can be considered as 'participators m 
th& .crime of , the Slave Trade,, must he.acknowledg-ecl. 
have been seduced SBto it hy the mother coimtry. For the 
establishment 'of Slavery, . therefore, they are In no degree 
responsible : it was excjnsively.the work of the Govern-, 
meni and Farliaoient of Great Britmn ; and whatever may 
the sacrifice kvoived in a due atoBemeut for it, they aro 
hmmd to take it upon themselves. They have iio rioht 
ioOic.t it npoo, the €*ol(>riies» \ i 

1,1 is admitted, on the part of those who hn'fig forward 
this proposition^ or at least it has been deelared, that it is^ 
ipot their intention to iojure or destroy the property of the 
planters.. Ail (hey ask is, the fair protection promisetl 
nnder the faith of FarUameiit i Parliament is bound lo fuUif 
its duty cqnally to both parlies—rlo the Slaves and to ilm 
Planters. We are bound not to id low a natural propensity 
to indulge an amiable feeling of humanity, to iot^d us away, 
from the discharge, however irksome or inconvenient, of 
the obligations of justiGe : still less should we be warranted 
in pennitting|an intemperate zeal, in the performance of the 
one duty, to lead us into a course which would produce^ 
tlie violation ipf both of them. The force of this obliga-? 
tion has been fully admitted by ^ho honoMrqble gentlemaa 
on Oic* other side, and especially by the honourable Member 
for Bramber, in the speech in which he called the atteptior? 
of the Ilonse to the subject early in the present session i 
he then admitted, that we had not a right ** to pay a debt 
of African humanity with West-Indian property," (See 
Appendix C.) AH I ask of him, and of the House, is the 
equal performance of these duties: I would even be con- 
tent to rest the decision of this question, and my whole 
argumt^nt on bcludf of the V/esi- India planters, on tlit) 



luir foiriloient of one of tiiem; oamoly, tlie iuiy which ihk 
anmlYy owes to llie Negroes. ■ i entreat ilio IJooso to 
reco'iect that iiberiyj, though iho g-reatest or ail politi- 
cal bless j 0^8^ is a blessiiig capable of hemg abused, 
if conferred on persons not fitted to receive it; and 
abused to the injury of those very persons upon whom it 
is bestowed^ If "the result of emancipalion were to be, 
as at this moment it would probably be in Jamaica, or in 
any other of the ishaeds, v/here there are tbs means of 
subsisteiice in the mountains abondaotly sufficient for all. 
the wants of savage life, and when there would exist bo 
stimulas to labour hot such as arises from the artificial 
wants of civilized society ; if the result were Co be, that 
the Negroes on their emancipation were to betake them- 
selves to the mountains— to revert to their former habits 
of savage life — if, forgetting the doctrines and truths of 
Christianity as yet but recently and imperfectly inculcated, 
they were to relapse into their former superstition — 
if, abandoning the habits of peaceful industry, they were 
to have recourse to plunder and violence for subsistence ; 
if such were to be the result of emancipation, let me 
ask whether we should have performed oor duty towards 
the NeoToes. 

I conceive our duty to be very different — to be more 
difficult and more complicated, I conceive it to be— so 
to prepare them, by religious instruction, by the gradual 
acquisition of civil rights, and by the habits of civilized 
life, that the influence of those habits may be substituted 
for the authority of the master whenever that authority 
shall be withdrawn ; that they nray become honest, peace- 
able, moral, and industrious members of a free society, 
and that tiie transition may take place without a convul- 
sion. In a word, 1 conceive the only means of making 
atonement for the original crime of the Slave Trade, and 
the establishment of Slavery, to be, through the benefits 
which we may thus confer on the progeny of those upon 
whom we inflicted the original injury. 

It is. because, in my opinion, the resolutions proposed 



by the liosioitratile Meml^er would ml have the magic 
power of eOectiog' this object—hecaosej I tliiok, iho coe- 
sequence of adoptiog- them must inevitably be to produce 
results in direct oppositiorii to the purpose which I have 
no doubt the hoiioinable geDtleoian and his friends have 
in view— because I am. satisGed that the resolufioiis, if 
passed, would operate like a proclamation of enfranchise" 
meot — ^because the declaration that their liberty had been 
withheld from them, contrary to the principles of Chris- 
tianity and the British Constitution, could not fail to be 
considered by the Slaves as an admission of their right to 
assert their liberty by whatever meaas of violence might 
be in their power, that I must protest against this work 
l)eing' undertaken by this House. If this House were to 
resort to compulsory enactments, producing resistance on 
the part of the Colonies, whether their resistance should 
arise from unreasonable apprehensions, or our enactments 
should originate in ignorance of the feelings and habits 
of the inhabitants of the West Indies ; whichever party 
might bo in the wrong, it matters not: if you were to hold 
up to the Negroes the spectacle of the British Parliament 
icgjaiaiujg in uivn uivuur, and the iyoloBrai Assembhes 
resisting the benevolent intentions of Parliament ; would 
not the Negroes consider the British Parliament as their 
benefactors, and the Colonial Assemblies as their op- 
pressors l And could the existence of such a feeling be by 
possibility consistent with contentment, or long even with 
submission? 

I conceive that it is not fair or just to say, with the 
honourable Member who spoke last, that the House is 
driven to this extremity because the Colonial Legislatures 
proceed so slowly in the work of amelioration, I beg the 
honourable gentleman and the House to reflect what has 
been the rate of progress by which the peasantry of Eu- 
rope kive arrived at their present condition from their 
former s^tate of villeinage ; how large a portion of Europe 
is, even at this moment, inhabited by a population which, 
if somewhat raised in the scale of society above the Ne- 
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g-roes of the West Indies, nre scarcely m a Ie.s,s dogr^o 
ilepressed below the state of freedom which is ■enjoyed by 
ine soojecis oi me C^rowo oi ureal isnianio it is there- 
fore on!? fair to consider how far a slow progress may he 
essential to a peaceable (raositioii from slavery to free- 
dom, at al! times aod in all couotries; and we iiios* not 
forget how much the difficuliiea are complicated mid in- 
creased, and the dangers augmented, I shoold say^ almost 
iocaicniably, in the case of our Colonsesj by the dif- 
ference of colour— by the feeliogs and prejudicevS t^sso- 
ciated with that distinction — by the overpowering nurabers 
and phys^'cai force of the Skive population as conipared 
with the White inhabitants of the colonies— and by the 
great political power which must of necessity he con- 
veyed by an equal participation in all the civil rights which 
are enjoyed by British subjects under our free constitution. 

After taking into account all these considerations, and 
giving due weight to the complications introduced into 
the question, by the fears of the one party, and the 
claims of the other, we shall find that this is a problem, 
perhaps, of more difficult solution than any that was ever 
submitted to the legislature of any country, it is only 
by looking fairly at this difficulty^ that we can judge the 
right which we have to charge the colonial legislatures with 
being culpably slow in the progress which they have made. 
(See Appendix D.) 

Perhaps I might be justified in resting their defence 
solely upon these general grounds ; but as reference has 
been made by the honourable Member who spoke last to 
an Address adopted by the House, on a motion which 1 
had the honour to make in 1797 j, and as he has taken 
occasion to reproach the Assemblies of the islands with 
having paid little attention to the appeal then made to 
them, I feel myself rather personally called upon to 
advert somewhat more particularly to this part of the sub- 
ject, I will frankly admit that the sanguine expectations 
in which I at that time indulged (I was then a very 
young man) have not been altogether realized : I admit 



that I think more might and ought to have been done; 
I believe that more may, and 1 trust will be done by the 
' Colonial Legislatures, when applied to, as there is reasoii 
to believe they will now be applied to, by the Government 
at home. 

But while I make these admissions, I trust I may bo 
allowed to state, on the other hand, that it is not quite 
fair to say nothing has been done by the Colonial Legis- 
latures ; atid that much of the reproach which has been 
east upon them has been unmerited. In confirmation of 
this assertion » I beg leave to notice some of the enact- 
ments whicli- have been passed in the Assembly of Jamaica, 
with a view to the improvement of the condition of the 
Negroes. I am sorry to trouble the House by going into 
these details ; but after the appeal which has been made 
to me, and after the reproaches to which I have referred, 
deeply implicating the characters of most respectable per- 
sons, I feel that 1 am in a manner compelled to enter into 
them. In the same year in which the Address which I 
have mentioned was voted by this House, in 1797, an 
Act was passed by the Assembly of Jamaica, with a view of 
promoting the religious instruction of the Negroes, and of 
affording further encouragement to respectable clergymen 
to establish themselves in Jamaica. In this Act it was 
made part of the duty of the curates and rectors of every 
parish to attend for a certain time on every Sunday iu 
their churches, for the purpose of affording religious in- 
struction to the Negroes or Persons of Colour who might 
be disposed to receive it. A fund was at the same time 
established for the maintenance of the widows of the 
deceased clergy. In the years 1801, 1807, 1809, and 
1816, the consolidated Slave Laws were passed, forming 
a consecutive series of revisions of the Slave Laws from 
1787; each revised law containing new regulations in 
favour of the Negroes. In the last law. passed in IBlOV 
some clauses were inserted specially for the purpose of 
meeting some of the objections urged in this couiitry 
against the colonial cod^s : one of them furnishing new 
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fiicilities to manumission by will, and providing protection 
for any Negroes detained in any jail or workhouse, alleg- 
ing themselves to be free ; and making it iraperative upon 
the senior magistrate, to summon a special session for the 
investigation of such allegation. 

This last revision of the Slave Laws was preceded by a 
Committee of the House of Assembly, who inade a long 
and elaborate R-eport, in which they recommended. First, 
the prohibition of the sale of Slaves under writs oIl vendi- 
tioni exponas; next, the prohibiting the purchase of 
Slaves by middle-men,— a very improper practice, and one 
which certainly required a remedy ; and, thirdly, the 
enlarging, of the powers of vestries as a council of pro- 
tection, and the placing under their care the cases of all 
Negroes who might have cause of complaint against their 
masters. The two last of these recommendations were 
adopted by the Assembly. The first of them was taken 
into consideration by the House, with every disposition to 
amend the law ; but it v/as found to involve difficulties that 
had not been foreseen by the Committee— difficulties of 
a legal character, , which the Assembly were not able to surr 
mount- The Committee had also taken into their considera^ 
tion the question of attaching the Negroes to the soiL 
The difficulties attending the enactment of a law of this 
nature are stated fully in their Report. The objections 
were such as -either had. reference to the inconveniences 
which might result from it in point of law, or to the hardship 
which the Negroes themselves might occasionally suffer, 
from being attached to a barren and unproductive spot. 
With respect to the enactment of this law, and the repeal 
of that of vendiiioni exponas, I have only to say, that if 
the honourable gentleman can obtain a solution of the 
legal difficulties from his Majesty's Attorney-General, or 
from the noble lord who presides in the court of Chancery; 
and, if the inconveniences affectiag the Negroes them- 
selves cannot be obviated ; I think I may venture to say, 
no objections will be made of anyotherchuracter— certainly 
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none on the part of tbe W. 3t-Iu dm Planters, connectod 
with their own immediate interests. (See Appendix E.) 

But this is not aii that has been done by the Assembiy. 
In 1817, a Law was also passed to make it imperative on 
every overseer or manager of an estate to give informa- 
tion to the coroner of the death of any Slave who may 
die otherwise than according to the common course 
of nature. In 181G^ also, an Act was passed for the 
appointment of a curate in each parish with a salary of 
300/. for the purpose of promoting the religions instruction 
of the Slaves. It was notified to the Assembly that this 
provision of 300Z. currency (something more than 200/. 
sterling) was inadequate. The Assembly did not say, as 
they might have done, that the sum so provided was more 
than double the amount of the generality of curacies in 
this country, and even equal to the amount of many 
Kvings ; but with great liberality they immediately in- 
creased the salary to 500/. currency. 

If gentlemen should say, as has been not unfrequently 
the practice, that these enactments are a dead letter, I 
must beg leave most positively to deny the truth of such 
an allegation ; and! appeal to the general improvenientwhich 
has, as I understand, taken place in the condition of the 
Black population, in proof of the correctness of my assertion. 
In 1805, when 1 was myself in Jamaica, the treatment of 
the Slaves, I can venture to assert from my own observa- 
tions, was such as reflected credit on the liberality and 
humanity of their masters; and I have been informed, 
and from authority which I cannot doubt, that since that 
period a further and very considerable improvement has 
taken place both in the habits and behaviour of the Negroes, 
and in their treatment by the White inhabitants. Since 
that period also, nearly the whole Negro population of 
Jamaica have been baptized; and lam further informed, 
that in many districts marriages have become very frequent 
among them. I do not state these improvements, as 
claiming any great credit on behalf of the Legislature of 
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Jamaica ; but I think I am justitied in saying, that they 
bear me out in the assertion, that a general and progres- 
sive improvement haa been, and is still, going on in that 
country. (See Appendix F.) 

With respect to many of the regulations alluded to by 
the honourable gentleman who opened this debate, I be- 
lieve that no objection will be offered on the part of the 
planters in the West Indies, For instance, as to tho re- 
gulation for securing to the Negro by law, that property 
which he now possesses through custom only, . I think I 
can venture to say, th^re will not be made the slightest 
objection. With regard also to a point which has been 
made the subject of great reproach — I mean what is coia« 
monly termed the driving system— -I must beg leave to, say, 
I do not believe, ho w.ever confidently it may have been 
asserted, that the whip is used as a stimulant to labour. 
I believe it will be found that the whip is generally placed 
in the hands of the driver — who is always a confidential 
Negro — more as a badge of authority, than as an instru 
ment of coercion. I admit, that it may be?-— as the 
appellation denotes— the remnant of a barbarous custom. 
But it is, in fact, considered at pre^^ent only as a symbol of 
office, (See Appendix G.) It is not, however, of import- 
ance now to discuss this point ; for I am persuaded the 
planters will make no objection whatever to the prohibition 
by law of its use for either purpose. 

With respect to another practice, the indecent punish- 
ment of females with the whip, there can be no doubt as 
to the propriety of passing a kw.for its prohibition. With 
regard to the abolition of Sunday^markets, and the afford- 
ing equivalent time to the Negroes to work on their own 
account, I have no hesitation in saying, that the planters 
would readily agree to such a proposition, provided that 
the means of employing the time so given up to the Ne- 
groes, in religious instruction, can, as I trust it will, be 
afforded. (See Appendix H.)— With respect to some other 
points adverted to by the honourable Member, I fear se- 
rious objections, and greater practical difficulties than he is 



himself aware of, may be found to exist. I have, how- 
ever, no doubt, but that the West-India planters will con- 
sent to every fair and reasonable proposal for the improve- 
ment of the condition of the Slaves. But gentlemen 
must not be surprised if modifications of detail, which 
may not have occurred to them, should be found essential 
to the safe or beneficial adoption of such improvements in 
the colonies. It is with great reluctance that I trouble 
the House by going into these details ; but there is another 
point on which so much stress has been laid, that I cannot 
pass it over. Much obloquy has been cast upon the colonies 
on account of the general inattention paid to religious 
duties in those countries, and the licentious habits both of 
the Black and White inhabitants. I am far from meaning 
to be the apologist of such a state of manners ; but I must 
beg it to be recollected, that, among other paramount rights 
which the mother co;untry has retained, she has included 
that of the superintendance and patronage of the Church 
Establishment in the colonies. She has undertaken to pro- 
vide them with religious instruction ; she has placed the 
clergy under the jurisdiction of an English bishop ; and 
she has given to the Qifvvernor of each colony, who is ap- 
pointed by the^Crown, the nomination of all the livings. 
The sole and single duty left to the colonies is the charge 
of providing salaries for the clergy. If that duty has been 
discharged by them with a degree of liberality which sets 
all reproach at defiance ;■— if that vpry liberality has ope- 
rated as a temptation to the abuse of the patronage so 
reserved by this country ;-- -if clergymen have been select- 
ed with less regard to their fitness for the due performance 
of their religious duties than to their need of the large 
profits of the livings ; and if the clergy, so appointed, did 
not pay that attention to the moral and religious instruc- 
tion of the Negroes which they ought to have done, and 
which all admit to be so desirable ; if they have not ob- 
tained that influence over, and that respect from, the White 
inhabitants of the colonies, which belongs to their sacred 
character, I ask where does the responsibility attach for 
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lire bail state of morals of a- 1 society so neglected, m . to 
that poiht upoii whicli the morality all society inust de- 
pends (See Appendix I I do not mean: to iGsiaoate, 
that such complaints can be truly urged 'against the clergy 
in llie colonies at the presentmeineut^ I believe, onithe 
contrary, that the church patronage,* in; thfe island of . Ja-.; 
maica at least, is judiciously bestowed by'the noble Duke 
at the head of the government there ; ' and I beg leave to 
ofiPer tp the right reverend prelate, under whom the clergy 
are ati present placed, the. humble tribute of my gratitude 
for the zeal and interest which he-has shewn in furtheringi 
the religious' instruction of the Slaves* But the present 
state of morals and manners in the .West Indies, is tlie 
fruit of seed sown loiig ago,; and "riot easily nor speedily 
to be eradicated. Be the responsibility, however, as to 
the cause, where it may, the diity of remedying the tml, 
I agree^ is not the less urgent. , But that rettiedy is npt 
to be found in the emancipation of the Negroes. ;No, 
mode of arguing can be more fallacious, nor, I must take 
the liberty of saying, more unfair, than to cite the bad state 
of morals in the We^t Indies, as a reason for the enfran* 
ehlsementof the Slaves. It may he m Btgument ad invi- 
dianit a powerful means of exciting feelings prejudicial to 
thfe inhabitants of the colonies, bat it can be no reason for 
emancipation. ; Emancipation is not the only, nor the 
bestremedy— as that argument would imply— the best, and, 
I will venture to say, the only remedy for the present state 
of morals in the colonies, is the influence of religioii. 
Emjancipation, I contend, has not, per se, any tendeAcy 
to remedy the evil._ The utmost state of moral licentioiiis- 
nesSjWe all know, is compatible with the utmost degree 4?f 
political freedom. And freedom, if given to the Negroes 
before! they are fitted to receive it, would only confirm an^ 
aggravate the evil. (See Appendix K.) We must there- 
fore look to another pourse. The only course, as I con- 
ceive, consistent alike witU the , duties of real humanity 
towards the Negroes, and jpf justice towards the propriiq- 
tors in tbe Colonies, is that recommended in the Resolu- 

I 
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lions of my right honourable friend. In pursuii^g that 
course, the Government are entitled to the fair and honest 
co-opferation of the West Indians in this couniEy, atid ia^ 
thq '^c6lonies ; and I trust that the confidence which/wiU be 
inspked by the able :alnd statesmanlike manner in whichmy , 
right honourable friend has treated this question, willten*^ 
sui^e the application to the Colonists not being madein':vain» 
Time was, when I should have hazarded the anticipatioli 
that such a course would have also met with the approba- 
tion of honourable gentlemen most particularly interested 
ia favour of ihe Africans, That course is indexed pointed 
Out an4 described with equal .distinctness and eloquence, 
by a writer supposed to be the organ of their sentiments ; 
aiid an, authority to whicli I ani particularly glad to be able 
to appeal, as not being liable to the suspicion of any undue 
psirtiality to the West-Indians, In describing the. -views 
of the Abolitionists, in respiect to the futiire emancipation 
of the Negroes, he says,—-** They did ndt aim at ail emau* 
cipatibn to be effected by insurrection in the West In-' 
dies, or to be ordained precipitately by positive law : but 
they never denied, and scrupled not to avow, that they 
did look forward to a future extinction of Slavery in the 
colonies, to be accomplished hy the mme happy means 
which formerly put an end to it in England f namely, by 
a benign, though insensiblo, revolution in opinions and 
maiiners, by the encouragement of particulaif manumis- 
sions, and the progressive melioration of the condition of 
the Slaves, till it siionld slide insensibly into general free- 
dom. They looked, in short,, to an ematicipation, of 
which not the Slaves, but f Ae mcesfer*, should be tho will- 
ing instruments or authors." p»;S. 

The writer then goes on to describe the partioiilar mode 
in whith the extinction of {Slavery was accomplished' in 
England. 

In England, if it lie asked what cause most power- 
fully Contributed to thiB dissbltitidn of the degrading bon- 
dage of our ancestors, the answer must clearly bo, The 
ciitreme favour shev^n to individual enfranchisements by 
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the judges and ilio laws. That baneful growth of iforeigJi 
conquest,^ or eatly barbarism, villeinage, had nearly over- 
spread the whole field now covered with the most gl6rioT^& 
harvest of liberty and socid happiness that ever earth pro- 
duced, and where not one specimen of the noxious -weed 
remains-; yet it \vas not ploughed up hg revolution^ or 
mown down by the \sc^*^e of a Legislative Aholiiion, hnt 
was plucked up, stalk hg stalk, by the progressive hand 
of private and voluntarg enfranchisement. Slavery ^ieased 
in England only because the last Slave at length obtained 
his manumission, or died without a child." p. 40. - • ' 
I would recommend this text to my right honourable 
friend and his colleagueis for their guidance, in the proj^e- 
cution of the great Work which they have now underfaken. 
He will find it in the eighth and the fortieth pages of the 
•Report of the African Institution, published in the year 
181/>, I will only add, that to the extinction of Slavery, so 
to be accomplished— namely, ** by the same happy nieaiik as 
in England,'* with the same regard to private property,' dnd 
a similar maintenance of the public trahquillityi-^I not only 
have no objection to offer, but, with such limited meanfe 
us I possess, I should feel bound to lend my humble sup- 
port. (See Appendix L.) 

, . V ' ' ' ■"}■• r ■ !• 
■ , . " . \ '?,',<■<' ■ 

... - . ^ ^ 

Mr, William Smith.'— Notwithstanding; therb may 
have been something objectionable in the toiie and manner 
of the honourable gentleman who has just sat do wh' (Mr. 
Ellis), I have on this account nothing to retort,, but 1 am 
ready to give him dll imaginable credit for the sentiraerits he 
has himself declared, and on which, I hope, he has consulted 
the opinions of a large number of persons, who in a resists 
ance to a proposition of this iiature would be extreihe^ly 
ready to join him. In many of the facts he has stated, 
and in much of the reasoning he has advanced, t am 
much disposed to agree, and in nothing more than^Vhaft 
was insisted ujpon so strongly by my honourable friend, 
who began this debate^ that ibis, the first, and every oter 
step towards emancipation must be gradual. But still 
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there in thm great distinction between ti3,' more material 
ihm I wish it were, that while I adinit, cn the one hand* 
that; the emancipation of the Negrojes must 'be gradual, I 
think at the same time it is absolutely iieceissary that it 
should be rendered certain. It is upon the unceTtainty 
of what has been proposed to us this night , by the right 
honourable gentleman on the other ^sici^, that I feel my- 
self most dissatisfied. , The honourable gentleman who 
spoke last has referred to a measure taken by himself, or 
at his suggestion, man}* years ago, which unquestionably 
did him great honour at the time : he has jicknowledged, 
that, because the execution of his proposition was left to 
the Legislatures of the West Indies, it did not effect all 
the good he had intended towards the Negroes. Now, 
on this particular point, I must beg leave to call the atten- 
tion of the House, and ofthe right honourable gentleman, to a 
circumstance which he may have forgotten. On the 19th 
June, 1816, an honourable relative of the honourable gentle- 
man on the other side, proposed a Resolution, from the 
conclusion of which 1 will read the following words : ' * And 
that his Royal Highness will he pleased to recommend, in 
the strongest manner, to the local authorities in the re- 
spective Colonies, to carry into effect every measure which 
may tend to promote the moral and religious improvement 
as well as the comfort and happiness of the Negroes." 
Here then we get into this dilemma ; either the Colonial 
Assemblies have carried those ameliorating measures into 
effect, or they have not : if they have not, it may arise 
from one of two causes ; — either that the parties were 
inattentive to the recommendation so strongly urged by 
this Government ; or that they saw the moral and religious 
improvement, and the comfort and happiness of the Ne- 
groes, with eyes very different from those with which 
Parliament contemplated them. I should wish to know, 
then, what greater security we have at this moment for 
effective exertions on the part of the West-Indian Le- 
gislatures, if we ad<f|ptthe Resolution of the right honour- 
able gentleman which has just been proposed. We may 
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again declare, ** That: it is expedient to adopt effectual and 
decisive measures fbr meliorating the condition of thp 
Slave population of bis Majesty's coionies : " but are we 
sure that it wi}l be of any use to declare it ? A,fter the 
adoption of the former Resolution which I have justnoti<?ed, 
we received information from the best authority th^t the 
laws passed in the West Indies were, even avoM;e<l/y 
among themselves, only to gain time, and to quiet the 
Parliament and People of England. 
[The honourable Member read a quotation from the 

document he referred to; and then proceeded.] 
What 1 have to ask is this : Have the important objects, 
so recommended, been accomplished within the last seven 
years, or have they not ? Nay, I will ask a question much 
more home : Has any one of the propositions mentioned 
to-night as almost a sin^ qua non, with a view to the improve- 
ment of the condition of the Negro, been put even in ^ train 
of accomplishment in the West Indies The fact is, that 
when the returns from the Colonies were laid upon the 
table the other day, (which, allow me to say, ought to have 
been there long since, having been ordered two yeaii? ago), I 
turned over the book, expecting, of course, to find the pro- 
per return from Jamaica; and it was not till after I had gone 
through it twice, that I could persuade myself, which I did 
very reluctantly, that it was really wanting. Not one word 
from that most important of all the islands. (See Appendix 
M,) And yet without that return we must take what 
has been done, merely upon the representations of the 
honourable gentleman : I mean what has been done, 
among other things, for the moral and religious improve- 
ment of the Negroes. I hold in ray hand a Jamaica Gazette, 
dated no longer ago than in November last, in which 
it appears that a Committee of the House of Assembly 
reported, that, excepting in two or three large parishes, it 
had not been found that the measures taken for the reli- 
gious improvement of the Blacks had been attended with 
success. As far as my own private ^ information goes, I 
may say, that those measures have been atteiided with very 



llitkj vantage ir^cleecL I am afraid it will he ibiiiid that 
the expectations of ilie Ilritisli Pariianieiitp so far from 
■|>eiog rcalizcci, luive been gTievousIy disappointed, and ilnit^ 
as to moral cultivation, the caiLse has ^om as miwh. back- 



ward m some cases as forward m others : so 
unj facilities iiaviag been given to mai3.iimissioiis it is now 
Miore difficult tliao it was at any forBier period* 

-It coiiceroed- me miicli to hear the hoiionrable .gentle- 
man who spoke last, so open!}? object to miy interference 
oii this subject by the British Parliamento He was oppo- 
sed to ell interference and almost protested against it, 

Mr^ Eiiis [ifjterposed]- — My observations were directed 
against the policy aod consequences of iote^ference. 

Mr, Williani Smith. ~1 lisiderstood . him to- protest, or 
to say what nearly amounted to a protest, ag-ainsi any 
interference on the part of the Legislature here on behalf 
of the Slaves. If I was mistakeii, i am glad of it ; aiid I 
would rather take his interpretation of his own words, than 
attempt to put my own sense upon them. But if we are 
to be threatened v/ith consequences, and to be talked to 
of the impolicy of interference on the part of the British 
Parliament, if the proceedings of the €\»ionists should be 
too dilatory and inefficient to meet the just expectations 
of this country ; and if we are to forbear because we are 
so threatened, I fear that the conclusion of our undertaking 
for the benefit of the Negroes is by bo means m near as 
we could desire. During the first period of our labours, 
we know, from the honourable gentleman himself, that they 
did not satisfy his own expectations; and, during the latter 
period, we are equally sure that they did not satisfy ours. 
What better ground of coialidence do we now possess I 
I must indeed think that, after all we have seen upon this 
subject, after all the experience we have had, during a long 
series of years, we are entitled to demand some greater 
security than the right hor.ourable gentleman, in his Resolu- 
tions, has given us. 

It is not my intention at this period, and after what has 
been already said, to go into details; but I feel disposed 



to C'Onteml against some of tlio most Kiaterial poiiiis .sA-^ 
verlecl to bv tlie liOEOiirable ffer?t.!eiBa.ii« As to the first 
settlemeiit of the- colooics, it is a long' v/ay indeed for tlie 
lioeoorable genthmm to look h^xck ; and I confess I see 
no necessity for lU since it makes nothing for Im mgumetit- 
I shall not follow him Ihitliier ; but when he tells us, that the 
emaocipation of the villeiti^p, aiKliiie destnictioii of feodal 
temoreSj, wr^s the work of many ages^ I must ask wbetlier 
g*eotiei23eii really do think ':imt. now. In the nioeteeiitii 
ceo.ti?ry, we are to i/sake no qoicker progress ia the aooi-^ 
liiialioii of Slavery ?, awd ^^611:^6 kaow too^ that it^ is 
field in . detestatloo bj tbe whole British people? Have 
we no additioiial lights to goid%ns in 1823, beyosid those 
which were possessed in 1400 ? We know, io point of 
fact, that at that time the trade iii Siaves between Bristol 
and Ireland had scarcely, ceased. In. the 13th: century,, it 
is an ixnqnestionable fact, that Eogh'shiBen were kidoapped 
on the shares of the Bristol, Channel, then takeHi; to,fre" 
land, and there actiially sold as, Slaves, until the, practice 
was put an end to by the Irish thems^jlves-r-on account of 
its acknowledge.d inhumanity.;; ■ ■ : ,:; ;. > . 

Eat I beg leave upon thisj, and every occasion whan ithe 
opportunity offers, to enter my strongest and most indig- 
nant protest against the doctrine of treating man as. the 
property of man ; and never will I admit that cjaims of a 
nature so immoral and extravagant, are to be treated with 
as much delicacy as private rights of a legitimate descrip- 
tion* Unless we utterly reprobate this idea in the fet 
instance, we do almost nothing; and it is chiefly to endea- 
vour to destroy this notion, which in some quartern seems 
even yet to pt-evail, that I have risen : ve^ry much; indeed 
f6r this especial reason, do somQ of thei propositions Qf 
my honourable friend deserve to be preferred to, those of 
the right honourable gentleman. As long as we spffer 
ourselves^ or eny person or persons connected with u^, 
or dependent upon us, to apprehend that it is possible 
to hold the same unconditioiia! pr0|)erty: in their fellow- 
men as in any other species of producti^B^ujitiliithat 



ieipioiis opiiMOOj cleslriictivo of all iho dkt'mvAmns wlilcls 
th.o Aimiglity lias established between man and brote^ is 
reiBovecl so i^osD-pletely ihiXt not a trace of it sliall remain. 
tliQ march of amelioratiosi io the condition of the Negroes 
will be slow indeed. 

Ilciviog said thus muciip ■! will content myself witli re* 
peatirjg'5 that I entreat the right honourable geutlemao to 
give lis a little more ieformatioii as to the time wlien this 
amelioratioo, according to hiS'llesolutiooS;,, maj bci expect- 
ed to take place ; and as to the security on which he rests 
ih'dt, Yi^ithout the ioterfereijce of Parliament, it will ever, 
at any deiiiiite period^ however distant, receive its accom- 
plishments 

l^he Eight Honourable Sir George Rose said, that 
alihoisgh the turn the debate had taken induced him to 
address himself to the House far more brieily than he had 
ongiiially intended, there still were considerations which 
he deemed it indispeosible Id lay before it. These arose 
fioai the tiltercd state of Christianity amongst the Slave 
population of the British West-India settlements, which, 
whilst it is by no means soch as it undoubtedly ought to be, 
is yet not so hopeless as it has been represented, and by 
BO mean authorities. Even the University of Cambridge, 
in its petition, has declared, in speaking of the Negroes, 
that religious instruction is nearly altogether precluded," 
— -a statement in no wise warranted by the case. He 
begged the House, however, to believe, that very far 
from considering the progress made, as that which ought 
to satisfy those interested in that highly important matter, 
he koked upon it but as the earnest of what remained 
to be done by the West- Indian proprietors, and as the 
proof of what may be effected. Being by inheritance one 
of these proprietors^ he had, from the moment of becom- 
ing such, felt the immensity of the responsibility which 
devolved upon him as charged with the spiritual welfare of 
the Negtoes on the property in €|uestii)n; the small extent 
of it being of course no measure of that responsibihty ; 



imd lie was led to state circumstances wliicli, Imd occiirred 
to hioiseif, as testifying"' poweifolly to the beoeficeiit effects 
of refsgioiis iDstractiosi, both to the Slaves ther«selves, 
and to their ov/nerso laheritiog- a smdl landed proper!}^ 
in one of the lesser islaiids, lie at obcc ascertained ihii% 
both from local cironmstaocesj and from the doti.es of tlie 
parocljial clergy to their Wliile and Colonmd llocksp and 
from their being" too kighly educated for tbe missionary 
task amoBg liomaa beings so ntterly ignorant,, narrow- 
minded, and thoughtless, as the unconverted. Hegroes arep 
he conld oot obtain spiritual aid for them from the clergy 
of the Church of England . Ha then solicited it of the 
Moravian Brethren ; doiog so with the concorroBce of 
respectable persons in the tslaedj whose co-operation be 
was most aoxious to obtain for the success of his views, as 
lie knew bow favourably they were impressed with regard 
to that very respectable and meritorious sect. Circoni- 
stances foreign to himself, but in which the pious and 
excellent persons to whom he addressed himself were 

1 J s ti_-x?__ . 

then reraained no other source of religious instruction but 
that of the Wesleyan Mission. This was the one he was 
the least inclined to address himself to, on account of the 
strong feelings against them which he knew to exist in 
the bosoms of those whose co-operation waj? most im- 
portant to the, attainment of his ^iews ; but as no other 
resource remained, and the choice was between heathenisssi 
in its worst shape, and Christianity as preached by a Pro- 
testant sect^ lie could not hesitate a moment what to do. 
He was bound to say, that the Wesleyan Committee had 
met his wish for missionary aid with distinguished readi- 
ness, piety, md liberality. From his intercourse with 
its members, and his increasing knowledge of the opera- 
tions of its servants, and of tli€> subject in general, he 
bad pio less reason to be surprised, when^ on therespon- 
.nihility for the conduct of two other estates in Jamaica de- 
volving in a great degree upon him, at a subseqtient period, 
he found a state of things which was ^sufficiently in- 



structive. Oo one of tbese estates, the best and the 
largest, the HegroeSj though baptized^ were in every other 
respect completely heathea ; grosslj depraved and immo- 
ral ; iind its at^kirs very disadvantageoosly circorastriocetl« 

The condition of the other estate was decidedly better*. 
It is in the immediate iieiffhboiirliood of one of the stations 
of the Wesleyao missionaries^ whose laboors had led the 
far greater part of the Black population to real and prac- 
tical Christiaoityr He had ascertained that, in the vear 
1821, of 120 oiafes, ten were foood to be of conduct 
more or less reprehensibie, and had been punished ; of 
180 females, one aione had received reprehension and 
punishment : and tiie attorney of the estate, a man of very 
respectable character, speaking- of the <^reat improve- 
ment in the morals and conduct of the Negroes within a 
few years, says, that this improvement is so decisive, 
and the progressive discontinuation of punishment so 
marked, that he has a confident hope that punishment wili 
die away, and be extinguished at no distant period ; and 
that the beneficiai effects are to be attriboted almost ex- 
clusively to the labours of the Wesleyan missionaries,"—™ 
men whose zeal for the cause of their Master, and active 
exertions for the weal of their fellow-creatures, he pour- 
trays in strong colours. 

Sir G. Rose observed, that enough had now been said 
to shew the practicability of effecting the conversion of 
the NegroeSs by following up the beginning thus made ; 
that, besides these considerations of the highest nature, 
there can be no doubt of the power of Christianity alone 
to effect the objects of the House in favour of the Negroes, 
when it shall be general in the West Indies ; that slavery 
cannot stand against real and universal Christianity; that 
obstacles to the emancipation of the Slaves, now multiplied 
and most serious, must vanish before it; that he could, 
were it not to trespass too much on the time of the House, 
give proofs that the improved religion of the Slaves had 
already reSected a light upwards, and acted on classes of 
society above them, producing new feelings, and a new 



fiinpiilse ; and tlial'. in mi island where tlie greatest pro- 
gress Ijad been, madejo evaogeliziog the Negroes^ in- 
slitulioos were actual!)' m progress, of whicii th© West 
Indies woold. not liave beeo regarded as susceptible a 
few years back« But lie was boood to shew that lie was 
lioldi-og O'Ot BO illosive hope; a regular improvement in 
the feelings of Use West-Iodia proprietors and of tlieir at- 
toroeysj was in rapid progress,^ as demoDstrable by varioos 
fae-ts. 

The Wesleyaas are excloded from no one island ; and 
as» with respect to them alone, of all Christian teachers, 
Isave exoeptioos been taken, where thei/ are ad mi tted, all 
others assuredly are. Upon seven islaads every estate 
is open to their missionaries ; and this will be the case with 
m eighth, wh©ti they cao ooeupy the grounds They have 
access to a. third of the estates iiis Jamaicaj, and to a ha!i of 
those m Dominica : and they have missions m Earbadoes* 
The following may be' a tolerably accurate statement of 
the progress of co« version amongst the Slaves of the 
British West- .Indies. Th^ere me in those settlements not 
quite 800,000 Slaves ; of them, about 63,600 are adults* 
under the care of the W esleyaris ; and of these, a very large 
proportion, are not merely baptized Christians, but such 
in their lives ; as those whose conduct is repugnant to their 
Christian profession are excluded from their communion. If 
to this number is added that of children under instxiictioo, 
and children of Christian parents baptized, and who re- 
ceive instruction as soon as they are capable of profiting 
by it, the total number of Christians aggregated to the 
Wesieyans may be taken at about 80,000. And if those in 
real communion with the Moravians, who form a consider- 
able mass ; with the B^iiptists in Jamaica ; with the Scotch 
Churchy e^nd the agents of the London Missionary Society 
at Demarara and ^erbice; and with the Church of 
England ; are coipputed at 20,000, the total will be 
100,000, or an eighth part of the whole. It is particularly 
to be observed, that besides whatever aid may be 'ierlvedi 
from other missionary sources, the Wesieyans alone^ had 



GS 

they sufficient pecuniary resources, could double the 
number of their preachers of the Gospei instantly, inde- 
pendently of whatever increased supply they rnay be able 
to furnish to meet a growing demand. Each of their 
missionaries costs them anonalfv from 150/. to 250/., ac- 
cording to the state of his family^ The average may then 
be taken at 200/., and one missionary is considered as com- 
petent to the instruction of 1000 Negroes. It is true 
that they wisely allow no one to pay their servant? but 
themselves: but they accept of all contributions to their 
funds ; and such proprietors as will contribute, either 
jointly with others, or separately, according to the cir- 
cumstances of their estates, the means of maintaining a 
missionary, on the footing of expense and extent of labour 
specified, are sure of obtaining for their estates th© 
spiritual labours necessary for the conversion of their 
Negroes. 

The duty to obtain such instruction is soiemOp urgent, 
and imperative : the facility of obtaining it is such as has 
now been shewn; and it is one that should be made positive 
and obligatory by law: and he felt an extreme anxiety 
that legal provision should be made to compel exertions 
of the landholders to procure teachers of the Oospel for 
the Negroes through the whole of the British West-Iaadia 
settlements ; that returns of the progress of religious inr 
struction should be required ; and that every proprietor 
should at certain, and not distant periods, be obliged to 
shew, either such progress actually made amongst his 
Slaves, or that the absence of it arose from no fault of his ; 
that he has made every practicable endeavour to promote 
it. (See Appendix N.) 

Mr. Bright. — But for the turn the debate has takeBj 
it was my intention to have gone at full length into the 
subject; but after what has already passed, ! sh^ll not occupy 
the House for manv minutes. It caanot b© denied that 
the question is of the highest importance to the interests 
of a large class of his Majesty*s subjects; I mean the West- 



India planters; who, I think, have to complain of a good 
deal of unmerited obloquy thrown upon them owt of 

been much misrepresented ; that justice has not been done 
them generairy in this country; and I believe that they 
have been occupied as actively as was possible, under the 
circumstances, in ameliorating the condition of their Slaves. 
I believe that by numerous authorities this could be shewn 
to be the fact; but I will not enter into that subject at the 
present moment. The West-Indians haye a just right 
to complain that their remonstriineies and representations 
have not been duly attended to at home, and that many 
misstatements have gone abroad as to the actual condition 
of things in the colonies. Some individuals, who have 
been instrumental in putting forth these misstatements, 
ought to have been better informed. I will read a passage 
from a publication upon this subject, which, as I contend, 
is wholly unfounded ; because I will afterwards submit to 
the House a direct contradiction of it*' 

[The honourable gentleman here read a quotation from 
a tract in his hand, stating that the fines upon manui^is^ion 
had been nearly doubled.] 

Now this assertion I will undertake to refute. Within 
two or three days, returns have beeni laid upon the table 
from nearly ail the islands in the West Indies ; and from 
these returns I will take the liberty of submitting certain 
results. It appears that, in the years 1808 and 1800, the 
t2s.% on manumission in the island of Dominica was IW/. ; 
and it is now only 16/. 10s. on Slaves born in the island : 
on foreign Slaves, it is 33/. In Jamaica, in the year 1797, 
the tax on manumission was 100/. currency \ aiid so it 
continued till the year 1818: but now there Is ne tax on 
manumission ; and out of 400 Slaves freed between the year 
1808 1818, only five paid any thing for their libera- 
tion. In St, Vincent's, op to September 1820, the fiijb or 
tax was 100/. ; but since that date there has been rib find 
or tax at all. Eight per cent, were paid by freemen uUAq^ 
a former law. in Earb^does, frpm 1808 to ISllO; 
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fme on the manooHssion of a female v/as 3001.^ and of ,a 
male 2001, ; and so it contiiioed iiBtil Aogiist 1816., whe^n 

ffjj-:; (\.^^ . — ^ ^ ,^^1 . nii-t^n •i-Jtm-io. '^'^A .Qio«;£ie S'jnVW 

imio aisiic; wao au|»K:;a««u. MLaws. .^»fj»^/ »^ntA»v.iJ «..~~ . w 

been freed o lo Aoligoa there lias been no tas or lioe on 
maoumissionj oor have there been any fees paid*.. In To- 
bago there is at this time no payment at all on the maisu- 
missioo of a Slave* !>« St. Christopher's there was no 
tax or fme on maiiomission from 1808 to 1821. In Tor- 
tola in 1812 there was a fiiae of QL 12s. ; and under that law 
only fourteen paid the fine ; aod it expired io 18lel. Isi 
Trinidad there is no tax or line on maniimissioo. , Io De- 
snarara a large sum h sometimes imposed ; but it is thrown 
irilo the Poor Fund, upon which the Slaves have a clairao 
After these statements from official documents, let me 
ask the House if I have not made out, that in respect af 
manumission, in nearly all the colonies^ the tax or fine 
has been remitted from time to time, and in some of them 
that it does not exist at all. What then becomes of the 
assertion, that the fines lapon manumission have been nearly 
doubled? Yet that assertion was made by the honourable 
Member for Bramber, who, on this most important point, 
seems not to have looked at the returns upon the table. 
Have I not overturned the proposition 1 Have I not 
shewn that it is without a shadow of foundation; and that 
the fines upon manumission have been reduced or abo- 
lished in Dominica, Jamaica, St. Vincent's, Barbadoes, 
Antigua, Tobago, St. Christopher's, Tortola, Trinidad, 
and Demarara? I quoted the words of the honourable 
gentleman's pamphlet, and they will bear but one mean- 
ing ; and I put it to any man whether that meaning is not, 
that at this time there are heavy fines upon manumission, 
and that the fines have been greatly increased. (See Ap- 
pendix O.) 

There are many other instances in which the West-In- 
dians liave been harshly and unfairly treated by their op- 
ponents. There is a most notorious book which has been 
distributed in this country, which is generally believed to 
be an honest and true representation of facts ; but it is far 
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from it I memn the book entitled,, Megro Slavery.'' 
I impute a bad ioteotioE very reloctaiilly to any- man; bat 
1 do impute a bad iotentiosi to tlie oian who pot this book 
together^ In that book a letter of the EeVc Mr. Gooper 
lias been much. talked of: mi extract is giveo from if, 
or professed to be given from it; but I will compare 
Mr. Cooper's letter itself witii what is said of it in the 
pamplilet* 

[The hoiioumble geotleman here read the quotation to 
which he referred.] 

Does Dot this, let me ask, convey a very strong impu- 
tation opoo the Jamaica planters ? But if I can shew, as 
I wil! doj that such an impvjtatioii was oof: io the mind of 
the writer of the letter, ought it to go forth to the country 
with that interpretation ? The real passage, as it stands 
in Mr, Cooper^s letter, is this, 

[Mn Bright read the passage.] 

1 put it to the House whether what is printed in this 
book called Negro Slavery," as a fair quotation, is so, 
or such as oii2:ht to be Bromuls-ated as the real sentiments 
of tilts respectable gentlesnan. (See Appendix P.) 

The aothor of the same work goes on, in another place^ 
to quote Dr. Williamson, a medical man, who for a long 
time resided in the island of lamaica. Of course he might 
be conversant with scenes of the utmost distress, if they 
occurred there : his object was to apply remedies to the evils 
Jbe witnessed, and bis statement is highly creditable to the 
humanity of the planters of Jamaica. I will read one or 
two quotations from what he says, to prove what 1 have 
advanced. I admit that passages may be fomul to shew 
€onsiderable mischief and considerable evil may exist 
under the present system ; yet the whole result of his opi- 
nion is highly favourable to the colonists^ and to their 
management of the Negroes. 

[The honourable gentleman read several passages from 
the statements of Dr. Williamson.] 

I could cite innumerable instances of the same kind ; so 
that it is not fair that he should be put forward as a witness 



apoo file other sidoy and ao;aios!: the planters of the West 
IiiclieSo (See Appendix Q«) 

Mr, Bo Sykes«— I am raost happy to hear tlio state-- 
mentsof the honoiirabie Member opposite (Sir llose),witli 
respect to the amelioratioe of the conditioo of the Slaves jji 
the Westlodies ; but I confess I slioold have received still 
greater satisfaction if the right honourable gentlemao had 
been more explicit as to the modej time, and Elaiiiier in 
which the future emancipation of the Slaves is to be at- 
tained, lo this respect the Hoose is as yet left in ahiiost 
total darkness,. It was my intentioji to have taken a fuller 
share in to-night's debate, and to have entered largely 
into a subject, in my view, more interesting lhan any that 
has engaged the attention of Parliament : but after the 
conciliatory, ajtid m many respects satisfactory, speech of 
the right hon(>ui}'able gentleman, I shall occupy the atten- 
tion of the House for a very few minutes. The difference 
between the Resolutions moved by my honourable friend, 
and those of the slight honourable gentlemaOj is not so 
wide as to call on the friends of the former for an extended 
discussion • 

The main object of my rising is to say a few words in 
answer to an honourable and learned frieiid of mine, sitting 
behind me (Mr. Bright). He has throv/n out some observa^ 
tions with respect to those engaged in discussioiis upon 
Negro Slavery out of doors. He has addressed a speech 
against the pamphlets of others who are not now present, 
and, who consequently cannot be heard in support of their 
own statements. W ith regard to the author of the pam- 
phlet entitled Negro Slavery/* my honourable and 
learned friend has asserted that he has misquoted Mr. 
Cooper. Now I confess I do not see in what manner the 
author of the pamphlet has misquoted him ; and, as I xm- 
derstaod the passage, he has in substance stated the same 
thing. The point in dispute relates to the use of the 
whip ; and 1 really think the same sense is conveyed m 
both passages. 



The lioooiirable , Meei!)ei\ after havioi?; dwelt at boibm 

Wiiiiaoisoo ; but my iiooourable and learned frieod cloes 
not seem to have been more triumphant io this quotation 
than in the other. Dr. "^^^iiliamsori is a staunch friend 
to the system of Negro Slavery ; asid the hoiioiirab!® 
Member reads' a passage to the House, shewiog that th© 
result of the Doctor's observations was highly favourable 
to the planters of the West Indies. It is not io the least 
surprising that sdch passages are to he found in this book^ 
which was quoted expressly as being the work of an ad- 
verse witness. But does my honourable friend mean to 
say, that the cart-whip is not the main organ of communi- 
cation between the Negro and his owner? Does he ineaa 
to deny that it is used to this very day ; that it is suspended 
over the unhappy Slaves during the time of their labour ; 
and that it is uninterrupted until they go to their miserable 
rest at night? But facts have been stated over and over 
again, on this and on every other part of their case, which 
snust have already produced their effect upon the House — ■ 
more effect than all the arguments which had ever been 
urged by the ablest advocate for tiie Abolition of Negro 
Slavery. Were more wanting, I have now in my pocket a 
file of Jamaica Gazettes which would furnish them, where 
is advertised the sale of Negroes, together with chattels 
of various kinds ; and where we have lots of cattle, house- 
hold furniture, and Slaves, coupled in the same adver- 
tisement. 

Then with respect to property ; it is absurd to talk of 
it. The evidence of these ixnhappy beings is never taken ; 
and what means have they therefore of defending their 
property, when it is the acknowledged law of the country 
that the testimony of the Slave cannot be taken in a 
court of justice. Upon no consideration whatever is it 
admitted. And here let me observe the wide difference 
between the West-Indian Slaves and those in other parts of 
the world. I confess T was somewhat surprised at the 
comparison drawji by the right honourable gentleman be« 
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t\reon the statu of these Slaves and the state of Roman 
8iavery ; for it seems to have beeii entiiely forgotten li£ 
this comparison, that there rs this great and obvious dis- 
tinction, that the Roman Slave was never excluded from 
giving testimony in a court of justice. I think I may 
state this in the most unqualified manner. In our colo- 
nies, however, the Slaves are wholly excluded from giving 
such testimony. 

I did not rise to enter into any detail on this question, 
but rather to express my pleasure that this subject is now 
in the hands of Ministers, 1 hope that they will keep a 
watchful eye over the colonial legislatures^ But I must 
say, that if the right honourable gentleman places much 
confidence m their exertions, I fear he will be most 
grievously disappointed. 

Mir« Bright said a few words in explanation, which 
were inaudible, 

Mr. Marryat. — It is far from my wish. Sir, to detain- 
the Bouse ; but I am anxious to correct a mistake into 
which the honourable Member opposite has fallen, i un- 
derstood the honourable Member for Hul! to say, that the 
evideiace of Negro Slaves is wholly excluded from courts 
of justice in the West Indies. Kow I feel it my duty to 
set him and the House right upon this point. In how 
many other islands the testimony of Slaves is admitted I 
know not ; but this 1 well know^ that no longer ago than 
1818, a law passed in the island of Dominica, making the 
evidence, of Slaves admissible ; and I am happy to state 
furtiier, that this law has been taken into consideration by 
the Committee of West-India planters and merchants in 
this metropolis 5 and they having found that no incon- 
venience has arisen from that experiment in Dominica, 
I have every reasoij to believe, that, under their recom- 
meodation, a similar law will be introduced in every other 
of the West- India islands. (See Appendix K.) 

Tile hottourahle Member for Norwich asked the House 
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il' iiny Uiing- had been done iii coijseqdijnce oi' the Ad- 
dresses {.ut'senled to the Throne seven years ago, pressing 
strongly for an improvement in the eonditioo of the Slaves 
in the W est Indies ? To this question i will answer in 
the affirmative; and I wiil produce official documents in 
])roor of this assertion. It is somewhat extraordinary 
that the horiourabie Member for Norwich has never read 
the Reports which were made by the difierent Governors, 
giving an account of the state of the Slaves in the islands 
over which they preside, in answer to the Addresses in 
question. In order to put the House, and the honour- 
able ge?i tiemao, in possession of facts with which they 
seem at present to be unacquainted, I will beg the in- 
dulgence of the House while J read the Reports on this 
subject, extracted from ** Farther Papers relating to 
Slaves in the Colonies, ordered to be printed by the 
House of Commons 19th June, 1818," but not actually 
delivered to the members til! the session of 1819, which 
gave the following statements from, the different islands. 

DOMINICA. 

(Extract of a Letter from Governor Maxwell to Earl Bathiirst.) 

The Slaves in this isUmd in general appear to be 
liberally treated and protected ; and I think the Legisla- 
ture is inclined to adopt any measure for their ameliora- 
tion that may be recommended by his Majesty's Govern- 
ment, or experience may suggest.'* (p. 112.) 

HONDURAS. 

(Extract of a Letter from Lieiit.-Colonel Artlmr to Lord Batluirst.) 

With regard to the state of the Black population, I 
have the most heartfelt gratification in assuring your lord- 
Kship that it is scarcely possible it can be meliorated. 

" So great is the kindness, the liberality, the indulgent 
care of the wood-cutters towards their Negroes, that 
Slavery would scarcely be known to exist in this country 
was it not for a few unprincipled adventurers in the town 
of Belize, who exercise authority over their one or two 
Slaves in a manner very different from the great body of 
the conim unity. 
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Tije steps v/liich I have taken with one of llvo?e cba- 
racters, as reported in oiy dispatch to your lordship of 
the 21st lilt., wiil, I have no doiabt, be attended Vvith the 
best eiFecl; ; aod I turn with pleasure from this unpleasant 
exception, to the general features of the picture, which 
are so truly excelleiit. 

Amidst all our difficult, in other respects, it is qinte 
imposslbie, «iy lord, that any thing can surpass the treat- 
ment of the Slaves, men, women, and children, in this 
coiintrj. The system adopted in most other parts of the 
West indies, of alloting to each Slave a patch of ground, ob 
which he is to raise food for himself and family, is here 
quite unknown. 

'* All the Slaves are most abundantly fed by their pro- 
prietors, on the best salted provisions, pork generally, at 
the rate of five pounds per week for each man, with yams, 
plantains, rice, salt, flour, and tobacco. Every Slave has a 
Moschetta pavilion, blanket, and shirt found him; also 
two suits of Osnaburgh annually. The men and lads 
work on account of their owners five days in the week ; 
for the Saturday's labour they are entitled, by usage which 
has become a law, to half a dollar ; and the Sunday is en- 
tirely their own. 

The women are only employed in domestic purposes, 
and, if they have young children, no work whatever is re- 
quired from them by their masters. In fact, my lord, 
lilthough I came to the West Indies three years ago a 
perfect Wiiberforce as to slavery, I must now confess, that 
I have in no part of the world seen the labouring class of 
people possess any thing like the comforts and advantages 
of the Slave population of Honduras." (pp. 115,116.) 
jiT, Christopher's, i^evis, montserrat, tortola. 

(Extract of a Letter fi oni Governor Frobiii ) 

The Slaves in general appear to be contented and 
happy." (p. 117.) 

ST. LUCIA. 

(Extract of a Letter from IMajor-General Douglas.) 

Tue effects of the Abolition of the Slave Trade are 
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■"^rlaiiily fa¥OBrab!e to the cooditioii of tbe Black popnia- 
iioo ; iuasmisch as it is oow more than ever the interest 
t «3fy proprietor to preserve the health ot his blaves, nnd 
particularly to cherish the rising geD.eralioo, which was 
formerly very much neglected, upon the sordid principle 
that it was cheaper to buy Slaves than to rear theoi, 

*^ In general,, the treatment of this class of the popula- 
tion is just and kind : but there are many instances of the 
reverse, according to the disposition of the owner, and 
some of very great cruelty ; but these^ I am happy to say, 
are not numerous/' (p. 124.) 

TOBAGO, 

(Extract of a Letter from Mr. Presidesit Campbell.) 

I beg leave to inclose your lordship the Report from 
the Committee to the Council and Assembly, which was 
unanimously approved of, upon the present situation of 
this colony ; and I do most firmly believe the whole to be 
truQ. The eleventh clause points out the situation of the 
Negroes.'^ (p. 120.) 

Eleventh clause^ Your Committee refers with con « 
fideiioe to the personal knowledge of every member of 
the two branches of the legislature, and of his honour the 
president, to bear testimony to the fact of the improve- 
ments which within these few years hava taken place 
in the comforts and manners of the Negroes. In con- 
firmation thereof, your Committee refers to the public 
documents of the colony, to shew how the annual reduc^ 
tion in numbers is now so much less than it used to be^, 
that we may confidently hope, thst, instead of an annyal 
reduction, we shall speedily obtain an annual increase. 
To the diffusion and increase of property among the Ne- 
groes (generally evinced in their nouses, their grounds, 
their dress, and their food), the 4iminished practice of 
obeah, the iofrequency of punishment, and the total relin- 
quishment of all night-work upon tie estates, your Com- 
mittee believe that as much gradual mprovement has been 
made, as the nature of our Black population (a great por- 
tion of it yet consisting of imported Africans) admits of. 



Other matters oT ameiioration of the coEjditioo of the Ne- 
groes arc iiB gradual advanceraeut upoii many of the 
estates*, and will become general : but if any thing could 
more effectually prevent their beneficial attainment, it will 
be the attempt at direction in these matters of the African 
Instit»Uion, at once disgusting the master, and alarming 
him for the security of his property ; and, by readeriog him 
discontented with his situation, alienating the slave from 
all seotiments of respect aiad affection to his master." 
(p. 130.) 

JAMAICA. 

(Extract of a Letter from hh Grace the Di>ke of Manchester.) 
** I really believe there is a strong desire felt to consult 
the comfort of the Slaves as much as possible ; and if this 
object does not advance so rapidly as could be wished, 
it proceeds from no disinclination on the part of the pro- 
prietors,, but from an apprehension of the conseq^icnces 
of too sudden a change in the habits and manners of the 
Negroes, and which the events in Barbadoes have a teo- 
dency to increase." (p.pTO,) 

(Committee of the Honse of Assembly of Jamaica, presented the 10tli 

of December, 1817. 

Your Committee have also considered the effects 
which have been produced by the measures adopted, during 
the last session, for the improvement of the condition of 
the Slave population : the interval which has since elapsed 
has been too short to admit of any particular effects having 
resulted from their operation. 

*' Your Committee, however, are fully persuaded that 
the tendency of those s»easures, aod the spirit in which 
they were adopted, have produced ageaeral effect of great 
Importance, both as it respects the condition of the Slaves, 
and the public tranquillity of the island, 

•* The Slaves are satisfied that their condition is of 
sufficient interest to 33igage the attention of those under 
whose authority they are placed, and that tlieir comforts 
and personal security are the objects of protection. In 
availing themselves if the facility which has been afforded 
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them In making their com plaint of any real or supposed ' 
grievance, they have observed the attention with which 
at has been decided. The increase which has faken piace, 
during the last twelve months, in the number of proceed- 
ings, both civil and criminal, which have been instituted 
by or on behalf of Slaves, is a fact which, accompanied 
a;s it has been by the greatest degree of s«bordinalio!i 
and good order on their part, may be referred to as th& 
most decisive proof of their well-founded confidenoe in the 
justice of those to whom they appeal. This feeling, whilst it 
operates directly on their present condition, by lessening the 
possibility of their being exposed to injury without receiving 
redress, and by rendering them contented with their situa- 
tion, is calculated to impart to them those principles which 
will enable them to estimate the benefits, to acquire the 
habits, and to practise the duties which belong to a more 
civilized state of society. 

Your Committee attach great importance to this con- 
sideration, because it encourages the belief, that a foun- 
dation is laid for future measures of progressive improve- 
ment. 

Everv view which your Committee can take of the 
present and future condition of the Slave population, 
confirms them in their opinion, that the improvement of 
their religious, moral, and civil state, can only be effected 
by gradual and progressive measures ; and that any ex- 
periments which have a tendency to produce a sudden 
change in their present state, by the introduction of prin- 
ciples which are unknown to, and inconsistent with, the 
policy of colonial institutions, arid the habits of the Slaves 
themselves. Would be as fatal to them as dangerous to the 
security of the island." (p. 271,) 

TRINIDAD. 

(Extract of a Letter from Governor Sir Ralph Woodford.) 

To proprietors of Slaves, as to mankind in genefal, 
no incentive can be so great as their own interest. It is 
not in their power now toTcplace a Slave, whose physical 
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powers ore exhausted by short service: therefore, the 
viAm of a Sibive of good character 'k greatly enhanced 
bevoHcl the value of his ordinary appraisement ; mid pro- 
portiojMU.e eObrts are made' to keep up his oatural health 
and vig-oor, 

" Tb3 comforts of the Slaves depend opon themselves 
and their ow^i iodoslry, and their health upon their o\Yn. 
iBiiprodeiices, or the qoaiitum of work they are required 
to perform. 

They cao^ if they choose, with very little trouble^ 
gimass much beyond the wants of the utmost ambition or 
profligacy; but the idle and drunken (of which there are 
many) will always be in poverty am! io B'ags. 

1 have frequently known cases of Negroes preferring 
to continue Slaves* rather than with aoiple means to 
purchase their freedom, or even to accept it. With a 
biiraaoe owner the Negro is most happy ; and as a Slave, 
and when sick, he always shares the fare of the owner's 
table/' (pp. 275, 27(>.) 
. (See Appendix So) 

In my opinion, nothing can be more satisfactory than 
these Reports, to shew the gradual and continued im- 
provement in the condition of the Slaves. These^, let it 
be remembered, are high authorities; and I beg to remark, 
that they are not tho statements of West-India pro- 
prietors, but of governors, who, as far as' their opinions 
go, must speak disinterestedly : and least of ail are they 
men liable to be influenced by colonial prejudices. But 
there is another circumstance connected with these Re- 
ports, which ought to give them still greater weight with 
the House; that several of them come from gentlemen 
who have been» and stili are, extremely zealous in sup- 
port oi the cause of the Abolition of Nearro Slaverv. For 
instance ; (rovernor Maxwell, the Governor of Dominica, 
after having resided at Sierra Leone, obtaitied his present 
appointment through the interest, I believe, of the honour- 
able Member for Bramber. Colonel Arthur, too, who 



w'.files from HondoraSj professes tlmi he went out there 
a perfect Wilberforce as to Slavery. Sir Ralph Wood- 
ford, the Governor of Tnoidad, is a correspondent, mid a 
very valuable one, of the African Institotioiij and verv 
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honoLirabie meotioo lias been made of liis name at one of 
the aRiiiversary meetiogs of that Socieiy, 

Bo rot these official reports refate the ealomnies 
thrown out by some honourable members; and more par- 
ticoiarly the assertion, which I was sorry to read in a 
pamphJet recently published by the hmioiirabie Member., 
for Bramber, that the system of Slavery in the West 
Indies is a system of the most imprecedeoted degradatioH 
and unrelenting cruelty ?" (See Appendix T,) 

The difference between the amendment and the original 
motion appears to me to be a difference rather in the 
mode of execution, than in the end we aii have in view. 
As to the preference to be given to the amendment, I 
think no doubt can be entertained, upon this one plain 
principle, the conciliation of the White and Black po- 
pulation in the West Indies. If an abstract resolntioDp 
declarins" " that the state of Slavery is renntroant to the 
principles of the British constitution and of the Christian 
religion, and that it ought to be abolished/' was known 
to emanate from a British House of Commons, it might 
produce excitement in the minds c^f the Negroes in Our 
colonies. But if merely an intention to ameliorate the 
condition of the Black population is held out, the effect will 
be very different, and no irritation whatever will be excited 
ijQ their minds. In the one case, any amelioration in their 
condition will appear to be the work of this House, forced 
upon their masters in the West Indies, and will excite a 
spirit of dissatisfaction ; but if, on the other hand, as in 
the resolutions of the right honourable Secretary of State, 
measures are proposed to, and adopted by, the Colonial 
Legislatures, it will then appear as if they were the effeqt 
of the good-wjll of the masters towards their Slaves; and 
instead of discontent and dissatisfaction, gratitude and 
contentment will be excited in their minds. 



For these reasons, I aui bouoJ to express my most 
hearty mncummGe hi Ihe re.solotit;^.^ proposed., hy way of 
amendment, by the rigbt honoombie Gentleman on th^ 
Treasury Beoch« 

'M.i\ BiiouGHAMa- — Sir, I am quite sensible that at this 
late hour of the night it would be UDbecoining' in me — it 
would be actiag m contradictioii to the genera! sense of 
tlie House-— were I either to go into much' detail on this 
importaat question, or to resist the adoption of the amend- 
ment proposed by the right honourable Gentleman oppo- 
site. Bot I confess I cannot leave this question to bo 
finally disposed ofp without trespassing for a few minutes 
upon the patience of the House, that i may guard myself 
against the suspicion of having made myself a party, to 
what I fear may ultimately prove to be^ a delusion,— a de- 
lusion, however, unintentioned, I am persuaded, on the 
part of the right honourable Gentleman ; because, to do 
him justice, he has been from the beginning a warm 
advocate of every measure tending to the abolition of 
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It is upon this ground alone — upon my knowledge of 
the line of conduct which has hitherto been pursued by 
the right honourable Gentleman, that I build my confidence 
that it is not his intention, however it may be that of 
others, to delude the House by getting rid of the motion of 
my honourable Friend. That motion is set aside as being 
too abstract; and yet in that of the right honourable 
Gentleman, which it is proposed to substitute for it, I find 
nothing specific, nothing practical, pointed out. True it 
is, the resolutions m ved by way of amendment emanate 
from Ministers, and are to be communicated to the Crown. 
But this, let it be recollected, is no new course^ It has 
before been pursued, over and over again, with little or no 
effect. The honourable Member for Seaford (Mr. Ellis), 
in 1797 moved some excellent resolutions (very similar to 
the present), on which he grounded an Address to the CrcwB 
for ameliorating the condition of the Slaves in the West 



f odies. Agaiiis io the West Indians,, in coBjoi^ctiosi 

with thenght Iiorjoorasile 'Gentlmimjs predec^essor^ moved 
resoktioiw hi the shape of an Address to the Crowii-— an 
address hi wliicfi bolb Houses of Parliament coecorred— 
calling opoB the Prioce Regent, in the strongest terms,, to 
reconimeud to the local authorities in the colonies to carry 
into effect every measure which oiigbt tend to promote the 
moral and religious improvemeirit, as well as the comfort 
and happiness^ of the Negroes, A more imexceptioDable 
and comprehensive declaration could not well have been 
made, by the warmest friend to the mitigation aboli- 
tion of slavery. But twenty-six long years have now 
elapsed since the first Address was presented, and seven 
sioce the second, and where are the benefits, the visible 
effects, of these Addresses, to be found ? W e are, in fact, 
not one step more advanced in the great work of improve- 
ment than we were before. No practical advantages have 
resulted from these addresses : and vet the last Address 
in particular, that of 1816, was nnanimously voted, and was 
carried, by the joint recommendation of both Houses of 
FarliameHt, to the foot of the Throne. It was also most 
graciously received, and a most gracious answer was 
returned, promising to carry the wishes of Parliament 
into effect. 

I am told, however — notwithstanding these facts staring 
us in the face— I am told that my mistrust of the West- 
India legislatures is either totally misplaced, or at all events 
gTeatly exaggerated ; and the honourable Member for 
Bristol (Mr. Bright), as well as the honourable Member for 
Sandwich (Mr. Marry at), who went still more at large into 
the subject, have endeavoured to convince os that we are 
mistaken, and that the most satisfactory improvements 
have taken place. I wish I could take the same flattering 
view of Slavery in the West ladies as the honourable 
Gentleman* If I could, it would relieve my mind from the 
load which now oppresses it, believing, as I do, that the 
condition of the Slaves in the West Indies is revolting to 
the feelings of human nature. My honourable Friend, tha 
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Mc^Hiber for .Bristol, forget/dog for an iiistaot those huhlU^ 
so hiljereot in professional ffien^ of dislmstiDg lbs testi- 
mmiy of ioterested parties— forgettiog that professiooa! 
iDaxim, ever to be remembered, that no man is to be 
trosled as a judge or a witoess in his own caose 1 say, 
forgetliog ali this, he ixsakcs his appea! to the unbiassed 
aothorit}^ of Slave-masteFS-— -to the pure, unsuspected^ 
dLsioterested testimony of the owners of the Slaves them- 
selves ! He lelis us thattheresult of his niany eonversatioBS 
with them^ and of his laborious efforts to obtain information 
from them, is a coiivictioo that the condition of the Slaves is 
so greatly improved, that they are now perfectly contented, 
and happy ! The honourable Member for Sandwich then, 
in Ms turn, informs us that gentlemen, who have gone out 
with opinions hostile to slavery, have been so converted by 
a view of the comforts and delights of that state, nay, even 
as it exists in Honduras^ perhaps the most detestable spot 
on the face of the globe;, a swamp, where the forests are still 
uncleared—a place, in comparison of whichj such places as 
Jamaica and Barbadoes might without exaggeration be 
termed a perfect Paradise ; — yet these gentlemen, wh© 
went out thus biased in their opinions, the honourable 
Member tells us, were so converted by what they saw, as 
to come to the conclusion that the Negroes endured no 
misery whatever, and that all we had heard of the wretched 
condition of West-India Slaves were mere idle tales ! 

But there is one part of the speech of the honourable 
Member for Bristol, to which I must for a moment address 
myself, and for which I must claim the indulgence of the 
House. I am told that I must not trust the book called 
Negro Slavery,'' a w^ork which certainly contains damn- 
ing proof of the state of Negro Slavery in the West 
Indies, {Hear, from the honourable Member for Bristol.) 
The honourable Member seems by his cheer to adhere to 
his former charge against that work ; a charge which, I 
must confess, I cannot but feel as one of a grave charac- 
ter made against one of my oldest and most valued 
friends* — [Mr, Brougham here entered at some length 
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Into n Tiiidicatioii of the eliaracter mid aecwracy 'of the 
aotkor, and tiien proceeded.}— And what is the charge 
made against hini ? It is one of a speciSc natme,, and I 
will admit that geoeral character is nothing against a specific 
charge. The charge then is, that the author of this pamphlet 
lias g-arbied and misa noted Mr. Cooper. So savs mv ho- 
Boorable Friend. Eat I will go a step beyond my honour- 
able and learned Friend, for a correct view of this point, 
I will go to the author of the statement ; to Mr. Cooper 
himself ; and the House will judge whether it is probable 
that Mr. Cooper's statement has been changed, garbled, 
or misquoted, when I tell them that Mr. Cooper himself 
corrected the sheets for the press, and that every syllable 
of the pamphlet which concerned him passed through km 
hands before publication, and received his express appro- 
bation. After this statementj will it not be wasting the 
time of the House to say one word more upon the subject ? 

But another evidence in favour of the author is the 
still more valuable testimony of his accuser, my honour- 
able and learned Friend himself. The honourable Member 
has read two passages to the House, and has observed 
upon the difference to be found between them ; but, after 
paying the most studious attention to the two passages so 
read, I confess I could not discover the slightest difference 
between the one statement and the other. 

Then, to return to the honourable Member for Sand- 
wich : he has made a most triumphant appeal to the House 
with respect to the condition of the Slaves in Dominica, 
and he has read the Report of the Governor of that Island, 
wherein the Slaves are represented to be most happy, and 
contented. Are things really so ? Are the Slaves in Do- 
minica too, as happy as the honourable Member would 
represent them to he in Honduras ? The Governor of 
Dominica says, indeed, that the Slaves in general appear 
to be liberally treated and protected ; but I am curious to 
know how soon after his arrival in Dominica this letter from 
Governor Maxwell was written ; and whether it was before 
01* after his having been presented by the grand inquest o^ 



the kliind as a iiuisunce, for ioterfefiiig to protect the Slavejs 
from cruelty. If written afterwards, it would only shew 
liow forgiving a character, what a good-natured creature, 
the G-overnor must be. It must, however, have been ^*^rit" 
ten before, A.nd why, let me ask, was he presented by 
the grand jury of the island as a nuisance ? Was it 
because he impeached the rights of the owDer to the ser- 
vices of the slave ? Or was it for illegally interfering 
between master and slave I No, nothing of this kinde 
It was only for wishing to put in force th© laws of the Island 
m favour of some unhappy Negroes who had been most 
barbarously ill-treated by their masters* For this it was 
that the grand jury found a presentr/ieiit against the 
Governor for a nuisance. In proportion to the weight of 
such a fact as this, uncontradicted, to denv wh^ch not even 
an attempt has been made, down goes my confidence in 
the local authorities of the West Indies ; all my hopes 
resting upon the exertions of these authorities vanish into 
air. For what confidence can possibly be placed in the 
efforts or endeavours of tho^e who have weseufed their 
Governor ay a nuisance, because he had made an attempt 
to put the laws in force against masters for their inhuman 
barbarity towards some poor helpless Negroes? Down 
then, I say, goes all my confidence ; down go all my hopes, 
my fond expectations, of the exertions, not only of these 
particular authorities, but of the legislative bodies in ge- 
neral, whose conduct has, on many occasions, been Bot a 
whit less strange. 

In Jamaica too, I am told, all is perfect • and that the 
Negro, who must be allowed to be the best judg^ of his 
own happiness, is perfectly contented with his lot— so well 
contented that he would not change it. But, unfortunately 
for this assertion, it appears, from coripi^lting a single page 
of the Jamaica Gazettes, that it cani) >t be supported. It 
is curious enough to observe the broad and most unequi- 
vocal contradiction given by these Gazettes to this grave 
statement of the Jamaica Assembly-— for it thence appears 
that many of the Negroes have shewn a most pointed 
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desire to change their happy situation. la a single page 
of these Gazettes Ihere are po less tbaii fifty liuu-a- 
ways"— persoos qiiittiDg this eiiviable simatioo, «ot 01% 
with a certainty of maey privations, t)i?t the risk of 
all the severe penalties which attach to their crime» 
Eot let lis look to one of the advertisements: For 
sale : 140 head of homed cattle ''—I beg parcloo of the 
House ; that is ' not the paragraph I allude to» It is 
the next cobamii which contains the ioog list of Riin- 
aways."—** Cecilia, a youeg Creole Negro woman " — - — ■ 
It has been said that young women are never known to 
be pwnic-hed in these realms of Negro bliss, where thej 
are so much better off than in their own country, that they 
ought to bless their stars that they have been taken from 
it. Such is the kind of language to which our ears 
have been accustomed on the subject of Negro slayery^ 
from the beginning of this controversy to the present day ; 
but it proves a great deal too much, and consequently 
proves nothing. But facts mast always bear down such 
arguments ; and the very papers I have in my hand, while 
they describe the persons of the fugitives, distinguisbiiig 
them, by their various marks and brands— the badges of the 
sufferings and th© degradations to which these unhappy 
beings have been exposed— speak volumes on the subject. 
But to proceed : '* Cecilia, a young Creole womanj, live 
feet high, marked (branded !) S. M. and S. on tt^p^ 
on right shoulder^ belonging to the estate of John 
Stevens," Then here is another, who " says he is free, but 
has no documents to prove his freedom/' Then come 
several others, described by various maims, and marks on 
different parts of their bodies. Many have ** lost several of 
their front teeth others are described as being marked 
with letters in a diamond on the shoulders and breasts, aiid 
having sores on the arms or legs, and scars on their face 
or shoulders, with marks of flogging on their backs. And 
so they go through all the and marLs, and brands^ 

and scars, and traces of the cart- whip, which distinguish 
these happy individuals, who, though we are told they are 



so €ODteotedj art; yet^ somehow or other^ so iosensible to 
ihck own bliss, ilmi thej will nm away from their kind- 
fjteartedsiiiimane masters, by whom we have been told^ too/ 
that the whip is now in nearly total disuse ! 

I cannot but express great astonishment that the 
right honourable Gentleman should have compared the 
Megro Slaves in the ¥/est Indies with the Roman do- 
mestic slaves, and with other slaves of antiquity* And 
I mn the more surprised, when I reflect on the classical 
taste and profound classical knowledge for which the right 
honi^iirabie Gentleman is so remarkable. There are cer- 
Umwf some points in which the condition of the West- 
India Slaves resemble those of antiquity ; but, speaking 
generally, the two states do not admit of a comparison* 
Will any man say, that in a country where the land was 
tilled by freemen, as among the ancients, it was possible 
the same habitual cruelty and severity of exaction could 
prevail, as in those colonies, where men are compelled 
by the whip, by mere brute force, to cultivate the soil, 
and where habitual dread of the lash stands engraven 
m the very front of tlie system as the sole motive to ex~ 
ertioii t Not that 1 mean to assert that the whip is always 
used, any more than the whip of a waggoner is always in 
use ; but what I assert is, that the Slaves on plantations 
are worked by placing the men and the women, of various 
degrees of strength and capacity, in a line, in which they 
are compelled to toil by the imminent fear of the lash 
being applied to their backs ; and it is applied, as often as 
their laxity of exertion may seem to render it necessary. 
Such a system, I say, converts a man into a brute animal. 
All the noble feelings and energies of our nature, and 
almost all traces of humanity, are eradicated by this 
base practice, by which the man is made to work, and 
act, and move at the will of another, and is thus of ne- 
cc^ssity reduced to the level of a brute ; it is a practice 
which makes its appeal, not to the qualities which distin- 
gwish him from the beasts of the field, but to those which 
he shares in common with them. 
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It is said -that efforts have been imde to oBioliorate the 
coisditioii of the Slave, by aiviiia" him reiiaious iiistructiois ; 
and that since this question was last discussed in this 
House, those efforts have been increased. If this be so, 
it shews at least the benefit of such disciissioiiSj since it 
is now admitted even by those who then so loudly cried 
out against thern^ We were then run down by clamour: 
we were accused of doing that which would raise a revolt 
through the whole of the West- Indian Archipelago ; and. 
we were loudly and vehemently charged with aiming a 
deadly blow at the interests both of the Black and the 
White population in the West Indies. There was, it was 
said, no occasion whatever for our interference ; the Ne- 
groes had kind masters, tender drivers, a zealous clergy 
amiable governors, and wise legislators, to superintend, 
controul, and co-operate in works of humanity. But, not- 
withstanding all we then heard of this machinery of mercy, 
by our interference with which we might do mischief and 
could possibly do no good, it now appears that the effect 
of our discussions has been, that religious instruction has 
been much more widely spread, and that it is still spread- 
ingr, through the Colonies, I am happy indeed to find the 
prediction of evil so completely falsified. 

I observe that there is on the table a paper, and that 
not the least important on this interesting subject, which 
has not been referred to by the honourable Member for 
Sandwich, I allude to the Letter of a worthy Curate, 
which enters into some details with respect to the religious 
instruction of the Slaves. This worthy person states, with 
great simplicity, that he had been between twenty and 
thirty years among the Negroes, and that no single instance 
of conversion to Christianity had taken place during that 
time— all his efforts to gain new proselytes among the 
Negroes had been in vain. All of a sudden, however, light 
had broken in upon their darkness so rapidly, that between 
5000 and (1000 Negroes had been baptized in a few days ! 
I confess I was at first much surprised at this statement ; 
I knew not how to comprehend it: but all of a sudden light 
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broke in upon my darkness also. I found t!iat there was a 
clue to this most surprising story ; and that these wonder- 
ful conversions were brought about, not by a miracle, as 
the good man seems himself to have really imagined and 
would almost make us believe, but by a premium of a 
dollar o head paid to this worthy curate for each Slave 
whom he baptized ! I understood, loo, that the whole 
amount of the previous religious instruction which each 
Negro received, was neither more nor less than attending, 
on one occasion, at the church where the curate presided. 
Such was the mode of propagating religion which seems 
to have afforded so much satisfaction, and to have given 
so much cause for triumph. If any person thought that 
any real practical good coirld result from such an admini- 
stration of religious instruction and of Christian baptism,, 
let him enjoy his hopes : I cannot agree with him. 

What then has been done, let me ask, since the Abolition 
of the Slave Trade, to improve the condition of the Slave I 
I think I now hear my lamented friend. Sir Samuel 
Romilly, ask that question, as he once did with so much 
effect. I never shall forget the impression he produced 
upon those who, like myself, for ten long years had been 
indulging in a fond, but vain hope, that the abolition of 
the Slave Trade was all that was wanted for bettering 
the condition of the Slaves.\ We have now unhappily 
survived him between four and iive years, and with how 
much more force might we now put the same question 1 
It was indeed long our hope, that, if we did but abolish 
the Slave Trade, through the gradual progress of improve- 
ment. Slavery itself would soon be extinguished. I my- 
self gave into the delusion. I said, with others, Leave 
measures of internal regulation to the Colonial Legis- 
latures : only abolish the Slave Trade : it will then be 
the interest of the master to treat his slaves well, and 
under the influence of that feeling the condition of the 
slave must rapidly improve. 

How bitterly have we been disappointed in these fond 
expectations! I beg, however, not to be understood as 
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casting any particular blanw on 'the owners of estides for 
this failuro, for they have perhaps little in their power. We 
ought to be aware that the state of lauded property in the 
West Indies is not in the least analogous to the state of 
landed property in England, although it has often been 
erroneously compared to it. The owners of West-Indian 
estates usually reside in this country, and can have but 
a feeble controul over the course of proceedings in the 
colonies. And tho\igh some of them, it is true, may have 
got their estates by inheritance, yet this is not the case 
with a great majority : they have obtained them by pur- 
chases on speculation, or by debt, havitig advanced money 
on Qiortgage and with a view to consignments. In short, 
landed property in the West Indies partakes much more 
of the nature of a hazardous commercial speculation, than 
of that stable enjoyment of territorial property which cha- 
racterizes the British landholder. Men in these circum- 
stances, it is obvious, have no permanent interest in the 
soil. Their object is to make the most they can in the 
shortest time ; and therefore they will not be deterred, by 
considerations of humanity for the Slaves, from extracting, 
during their temporary possession, by means of the uncon- 
trolled power they possess over those wretched beings, 
the utmost benefit which the estate is capable of yielding. 

But even if the owners acted with the best intentions 
—and many of them I believe do — -they are absent, and 
know nothing of what is actually going on on their estates. 
It is an individual who has x\o real interest in the estate, 
who is placed as their agent on the spot to superintend 
the whole concern. Some owners of estates may be very 
honest, honourable, humane men, who would not work their 
slaves too much ; but what security have we that this will 
be the case with all, or that many may not even think it 
their interest to act otherwise? Indeed, I am persuaded 
that it is not so plainly the pecuniary interest of the 
slave-owner in all cases to be humane, as some have 
imagined. The West-India purchaser of an estate may 
consider liimself engaged in a gambling concern, and may 



hope in a few years to scotn-g'c a handsome profit out of Iho 
iioliappy beings committed to bis charge ; aod he may even 
Oatter hioiself that he will cleax a greater profit in this 
way than he would have done had he pursued a different 
CQurse. His object h to get a great return in a short 
time; and ailhongh in a long series of years it might be 
agaiost his interest to over-work his Slaves, yet, his object 
being a rapid return for his capital, he cannot wait the 
slow progress of improvement in order to attain it. It is 
very well known, and the simile is far from being a new 
one, that some post-masters use their horses exactly upon 
this principle. They might keep their horses longer alive, 
by making them do less work and by giving them better 
treatment; but they prefer making them do more work, 
though it may wear them down sooner, upon a mere 
calculation of profit and loss. Far be it from me to charge 
such a sordid calculation as this upon the West-India 
planters; but what I say is, that the identity of their in- 
terests and those of humanity ought not to be so much 
relied upon : you cannot trust to the former alone in the 
treatment of the Slave, because I have shewn that views 
of interest may be supposed to require treatment, in cer- 
tain circumstances, wholly different from that which would 
be dictated by the principles of humanity. 

Such being my view of the situation in which master 
and slave stand to each other, I confess I look with the 
greatest distrust, with the slenderest possible hope, to any 
real and solid advantai^e to be derived fro oi the resolu- 
lions moved by the right honourable Gentleman, and which 
refer the matter to the Colonial Assemblies. Let the 
House remember, that we have done the same thing 
twice before ; the effect produced by it has been very 
small indeed ; and I greatly fear that we shall only meet 
with further disappointment if we agaio resort to the 
same expedient. Those Legislatures may pretend to meet 
fully the wishes of Parliament, and yet may do nothing 
eOectual; and, after five years more have elapsed without 
any progretis having been made, wo shall be again called 
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iipoii', eilfier by events which bave happened In the 'Went 
lodies, or by our owo (ionscieiicos at home, to look into 
the qaestiou io good earnest, when it will brook no further 
delays ; aod then we shall have the painfol reflectioBj that 
if we had acted boldiy in the first iqstance, five years of 
misery would have beeo saved to these unhappy beings. 

How comes it to pass, I would ask, that no steps have 
yet been taken towards the amelioration of the conditioo 
of the Slaves ? For how many years has itj for examplej 
been proposed to attach the Slave to the soil? The ques- 
tioOj I know, has been discussed ; but why has no progress 
been made in consequence of that discussion ? It has 
. been said that there are many difficulties to encounter. 
Doubtless there are. It would be hard upon the Slave, it 
is arguedy to be kept upon a barren soil, an exhausted 
plantation ; but it seems to have been forgotten, that the 
very exhaustion of the soil, unfitting' it for sugar culture, 
is in the Negro's favour. But how comes it, that in the 
West Indies the richest soils in the world thus undergo 
exhaustion, while in other countries the poorest soils aro 
subject to no such process^ aod do not, under ordinary cul- 
tivation, deteriorates but improve ? Is it not that a just 
curse seems, in the dispensation of Provideneej to attend 
the cruel and blood-thirsty method of culture by Slaves ? 
else why would not culture keep the land in the West 
Indies in the same heart in which the land in the East 
Indies or in Europe is kept? 

But are we to say that the Slaves shall not be attached 
to the soil, merely because some possible inconveniences 
may, in supposable cases, be pointed out as the result? 
Certainly not. If the argument urged on the score of the 
poverty of the soil in certain situations were valid, the 
same might have been said of England, when villenage 
ill gross was converted into villenage regardant ; and 
copyholders would then have had no existence : there 
would have been no such thing as a freeman in the land, 
because, forsooth, a gust of wind might have blown a part 
of Norfolk into the sea, and then it might have been said, 
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flow can sif bsLs ten ce be drawfi tVooi tfie .sands of Noiibfk : 
we most reliiio the power of Iraasfeiiing- the villeiii to 
richer laruls elsewhere, if tiiis sort of ar<.^iioient bad been 
allowed to weigh in former times, we sliould have heen 
nil of us at the present momeot villeins in (frossc 1 have 
never heard it said that there is ooe single piantatiori in 
the West Indies so barren that provivsions will oot grow 
upon it sufficient for the maioteriance of the slaves 
belonging to it. But I would make a broader and more 
general answer to the objection, and I would say, that we 
are bound to act upon the mass of cases, and that one 
exception is no argument against the general principle. 

1 cannot close these observations, wlsich I have deemed 
it incumbent upon me to make to the House, without 
stating my decided opinion that we ought not to resist the 
amendment of the right honourable Secretary ; because it is 
at least a step in advance towards emancipation, although 
I confess I entertain but few hopes of its leading to any 
sound practical result. It may, however, be ultimately a 
ground for a stronger expression of the opinion of the 
House; and I sincerely trust my honourable Friend will 
in no long time propose to the House some more speciric 
resolution, with respect to the freedom of children borsi 
after a certain period. Holding that liberty to the Slaves 
in the West Indies must come sooner or later ; and being 
convinced, that, if they are not now ripe for actual emanci- 
pation, at least we are arrived at the time when it will be 
safe to legislate with a view to that consummation ; it seems 
to me to be now the imperative duty of the legislature to 
pass some act with respect to the freedom of unboro 
children. We shall be wanting in our duty to that part 
of our fellow-subjects, if we do not immediately announce 
our intention of taking up that part of the subject. Diffi- 
culties doubtless will be to be encountered^ — difficulties 
there are in every change — but are they insurmountahle? 
i trust that no man will be stopped by them, who does not 
wish to be impeded. 

Sir, we hear of the risk of insurrection ; we have heard of 
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it m every stage of lijo discussion : from the first mDment 
this quesliosi was !>roug'iit luicier the cousideratio}'s of the 
Hoii.se, to the present in'Staiit^ the cry has never been out 
of the mouths of those who oppose all change. But vet 
our discussions, allhoogh declared to be so iiyurioos in 
l[seor)% have never produced the slightest practical injury. 
.Even tho insurrection in Barbadoes, it might easily be 
shewup had no coosiection, as v/as alleged, with the dis- 
cussions im the Registry Eiltj but sprung from causes 
perfectly distinct^ This is a sutiicierat answer to ail such 
chimerical apprehensions. FarlianieHt has certaioly not 
shewn aoy desire to inte'^fere between master arid slave ; 
t3ut if steps are not taken by the master to coo vert his 
present tenure into one of a more restricted nature, Parlia- 
ment is bound to interfere, by the right which it holds of 
legislating for all his Majesty's subjects. This right, 
sacred and unalienable, is inherent in the Britisii legisla- 
ture, and has never been abandoned, excepting as it 
regards taxation. 

Sir, I beg pardon of the House for having troubled it 
by going at greater length into the subject than I at first 
intended, but i thought there was a chance of some mis- 
take arising as to the grounds on which we accede to the re- 
solutions now proposed by the right honourable Gentleman ; 
and I wish more particularly to guard against being under- 
stood as expressing any great hopes of benefit from the 
presentmeasure, which is little more than a repetitiun of the 
former Addresses of Parliament to the Crown; and the 
former refemices of the Crown to the Colonial Assemblies 
followed by an entire disappointment of^very expectation 
that had been indulged. With these recollections deeply 
impressed upon my mind, let it not be supposed that I 
can indulge a sanguine hope of any beneficial practical 
results from these resolutions. 

Mr. Bernal was surprised that his honourable and 
learned Friend (Mr. Brougham), who muslacknowledgethal 
conciliation was the tone most fitting to he adopted, should 



yet havo llioiio-lit propin* to select the topics whick he had 
clone. He msght have selected topics mmh happier. The 
laws' (lid not leave the Negro so destitute of protectioo as 
was supposed. Appeals were aUowed to the Negroes 
iiiider those laws, pending which they were to hold their 
liherty. They might also bring- actions of trespass ; and 
the Attorney- General and the law authorities of Jamaica 
returned very many cases, in which those actions had been 
successfully maintained. He complained especially of the 
argumeot of his honourable and learned Friend, as to the 
failure of the owners in not having attached the slaves to 
the soil, and the comparison made by him between the cul- 
ture of England and that of the sugar plantations. What 
resemhla!ice could be fairly assumed between the adscripti 
gkhmimd the West-Indian Negroes? The particular mode 
of cultivation in the colonies had been induced and con- 
tinued under the sanction of the Legislature ; and if the 
Legislature now were to insist upon a change in that mode, 
they were bound to compensate the persons whose pro- 
perty and interests were to be so materially aiTected. (See 
Appendix U.) 

Mr. Alexander Baring. — Having been alluded to 
by my lionourable Friend who opened the debate, I cannot 
avoid stating to the House how strongly I feel the neces- 
sity of something being done, and something considesrable, 
on the present question. I feel that it is one of the 
greatest possible importance and delicacy; but I fear that 
honourable gentlemen around me, whose feelings I re- 
spect, have been led away by the ardour and fervency of 
those feelings to exaggerate the real facts, and to under- 
rate the many difficulties and dangers which must accom- 
pany any alteration in the present system. I am anxious 
to state mv own ideas as to the extent of these di^eulties; 
and undoubtedly, if there really exist such a state of 
things, a case of that extreme atrocity which has been 
represented to the public, every possible risk ought to 
be encountered to get the better of the system which 
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profJ'oced lliemc I confess it does not sorpris'e me, tliat 
those who believe in the existence of these ' barbarities 
shoold wish that mo time should be lost in remedyiog- such 
an eviL My own opinion, however, is, that, as far as tlie 
physical siifFeriogs of the Negro go, they have been much 
ovor-stated ; and I may even cite my own observations on 
the subject to prove the tact. 1 am not myself a West- 
India proprietor, bnt I have seen caltivation carried on 
by Slaves in some of the American States, in Georgia 
and Carolina ; and 1 must say, that, from all I saw there^ 
and from every information I have received from oior own 
colonies, I do not believe, on looking about the world and 
considering the general lot of mankind, that, If I was 
called upon to say what part of the globe most particularly 
excited my sympathy and commiseration, I do not believe 
that I should fix upon the Negroes of the West indite, 
as far as regards their food and clothing, and the whole 
of their treatment. (See Appendix V.) 

I must say, that when my honourable and learned Friend 
(Mr« Brougham), in a speech of moch energy and elo- 
quence, sets aside the testimony of all those coloniaf gover- 
nors (which was detailed to the House by the honourable 
Member for Sandwich), and takes up the opinions, pub- 
lished in the form of pamphlets, of honest but enthusiastic 
men, who are much more likely to be misled as to facts than 
those public functionaries in their official reports, I con- 
fess I cannot fully approve of such a mode of arguing the 
queslioD. I should say, in opposition to these feelings, and 
to those of my honourable friend the Member for Bramber 
(Mr. Wilberforce), that unless he himself had been in the 
colonies, and had been an eye-witness to th6 scenes ha 
has described, I would rather take the reports of those 
governors, men of education, having no interest in the 
Colonies, than the opinions of these individuals, who are 
not very likely to be sparing in their descriptions of the 
cruelties and atrocities committed in the West Indies, 
well knowing that such glowing and exaggerated accoantSj 

o 
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wliere Bolitary iostances of oppression, iicistead of being 
the exceptions are cofi verted into the rule, would not 
be uoacceptabl© to those to whom they commaoicated 
their statements. My owsi opioioii is, that the condition 
of the Slaves is undoubtedly, in many respects, superior to 
that of most of the European peasantryo They are well 
clothed, weti fed, and^ I bsUeve, geoerally treated with 
justice and kindoess. 

But the circamstance which weighs the heaviest on my 
mind, is the moral condition of the Slaves, and the ahnost 
impossibility of their derivingj in their present situation, 
any religions or moral instruction from those who are 
placed over them, and who cannot boast of the best morals 
themselveso There is something altogether so painful in 
their situation, in this respect, that I am induced to wish 
that something could be done to ameliorate their moral 
condition ; nor can I see any danger which could possibly 
arise from a prudent plan of religious instruction, by which 
they might be raised in the scale of being. (See Ap- 
pendix W.) 

As to the objection taken by my honourable and learned 
Friend |o the statement with reference to the insurrection 
at Barbadoes; I believe jt to have been correctly stated 
that the insurrection was owing to the report spread in the 
colony of what was doing at home, and to the consequences 
which the Negroes anticipated from it. It was, I think, 
the statement of the Governor, Sir James Leith, that the 
insurrection was oviring entirely to that circumstance. 
Indeed, it is impossible to consider the state in which 
men in that country exist, without supposing an extreme 
liability to excitement among them. The same excite- 
ment might, and probably would, be produced at home by 
similar means. Supposing a question were argued in the 
House of Commons on the subject of a division of the 
property of the rich among the poorer people of this coun* 
try ; and there were among ns men enthusiastic enough to 
maintain the justice of this division, and to argue how 



99 



impious it was thut one portion of the popolatioii should 
live npori coarse food, ami drink oothiBg but water, wlrile 
another portion slioyld feast on venison and cbixmpaignej 
and indulge io all the luxories and delicacies of life;-- - 
supposing", I say^ these opioioBS were to spread (and I 
reaSiy think a great deal of good argiimesit might bo 
stated in their favour upon the score of Chrisiiaiaity), and 
discossioiis on some future occasion were to arise in this 
House ; J would ask, whether they couM possibly take 
place without producing considerable irritation even in 
this countr}^, accustomed as we are to free discussion ? We 
do not want, therefore, these governors of the West Indies 
to tell us what dangers would result from sucli a courso 
of proceeding. It is quite sufficient for us to know human 
nature, to be sensible that the danger is extreme, and that 
the, discussion, therefore, must be entered upon with the 
greatest possible caution, (See Appendix X.) 

The honourable Gentleman who opened this discussion 
has given us some instances where Slavery has been en- 
tirely got rid of without the slightest danger resulting 
from the application of the necessary remedies for curing 
the evil; and the states of Pennsylvania^ of New Yerk^ 
and of New Jersey, have been quoted for this purpose. 
The honourable Gentleman seemed as if he could not 
express himself in terms of sufficient delight and raptdre: 
it was beautiful to observe, he said, how gradually the 
whole mass of Slavery suiil4, and, as it were, melted away, 
without disorder, or the slightest interference on the part 
of the legislature being required to prevent the dangers 
which might have been anticipated* But he has cited 
these cases to the House without possessing a sufficient 
knowledge of the real facts. In New York there 
were 1,000,000 Whites, and the whole Black populatiou 
did not amount to more than 5000. Is this, then, an 
analogous case ? The same is the case precisely with the 
State of New Jersey : there the whole amount of the 
Black population was mi more than 10,000. Penn- 
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ts'yhnnrd the number was still less, Tliat judicious people^ 
the Quakers, resident in Fennsjivatsia, began very early to 
abolish the system oi slaverj', aad the £iiiiouut of tberri was 
cooiparativeiy ripthiog-. These are, therefore, all the cases 
which have been mentioned by the bonourabie Gentleman 
with .respect, to North America- N*ot -one of them is in 
point, to prove that bo danger exist^ from the proposed 
alterations, 

I should 3ay, that with respect to the other case, of 
Coltjpbia, although it is nndoubtediy more in point, yet 
that it is still not to be compared with our Colonies in the 
West Indies. In the case of Columbia, there was, I think, 
a population of 3,000,000, out of which 800,000 were 
Blacks ; m that the Whites at least were more than 
enough to keep the Negroes in awe of them. The case 
stated of the Island of Ceylon is not in the least ana- 
logous to the present, because that is a case where the 
inhabitants of the country itself were in a state of vassalage 
and personal servitude^ and where they were released from 
their bonds by measures instituted by a strong military 
government on the spot. Are then, I would ask, any of 
these csf f^s to be compared with a colony in the Wes| 
ladies, where there is no mass of property represented 
by persons on the spot^ where there is no physical supe- 
riority to counteract the effect of any insurrection which 
may arise in the colony, the Slaves outnumbering the 
Whites by at least ten to one 1 (See Appendix Y.) 

With respect to the different remedies suggested by the 
honourable Gentleqiao who commenced this debate ; so far 
as they have been acceded to by the right honourable Gen- 
tieman, they very much meet my own view of the subject; 
but certainly the question of the actual emancipation of the 
slaves is one which appears to me to be attended with the 
greatest difficulties. Thesuggestionof my honourable Friend 
is, that children born after a certain period sjiould be free. 
At first sight, I confess it to be a very natural proposition, 
and one most accordant to our feelings ; but it seems to 
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Isave been forgotieB, that there is iliis qoestion yet to he 
answered, and as it appears to me it will be difficult to 
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dren are boro free, who is to take care of them 't It has 
been said that they may be apprenticed for a certain num- 
ber of year$ ; but this, I. think, wiil be impracticable, for 
it will not be worth the while of the planter to bring iip 
these chiidreu— we will say from the age of twelve to nine» 
teen-— well knowing that at the end of that period they will 
be at liberty to leave him and go whither they please. I 
have very strangely miscalculated^ if such a scheme can 
be carried into execution : it is in fact wholly impracticable. 
It is admitted^ I think, on all hands, that one of the greatest 
advantages of the abolition of the Slave Trade isj that it 
tends to an improvement both in the condition and in the 
treatment of the Negro females and children ; that it gives 
an interest to the master in rearing the children, and in 
taking proper care of the mother while she is breeding. 
But if you do away with the interest of the proprietor in 
the offspring, as undoubtedly would be the elfect of the 
proposition of my honourable Friend, all this beneficial 
result of the abolition of the Slave Trade immediately 
ceases. It is a fact too evident to be for a moment dis- 
puted, that, if this plan is adopted, the proprietor has at 
least not the same reason as before, for taking care either 
of the mother or of the offspring. . (See Appendix Z.) 

I am satisfied, however, that the matter is in the best 
possible hands to which it could be entrusted ; and I 
will only say, that if any measures are taken for abolishing 
Slavery, either directly or circuitously, they must have the 
efiect of endangering the peace and tranquillity of our 
Colonies. And if we were to arrive at a free Black popu- 
lation, the inevitable consequence will be, that the whole 
of the islands will be gone from this country ; there will 
be an end to our colonial system. It would be alsurd to 
suppose that a free Black population, so enlightened and 
cultivated as to value their rights and duly to appreciate 
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tlieir strength ; tbat a popiilaticm so instructed atid so 
eivilizedj will consent to continue devoiiog their labours 
to proprietors the greater portion of whom arc resident io. 
Eogland. It is iuipossible for a monneot to soppose socii 
a state of things to exist; or that this country can possibly 
retain any interest whatever in colonies of this description. 
The instant such a state of society as I have described is 
established, we mnst^ I saj, bid adieu to our colonial 
system. The coionies %^oald be of no farther vahie to 
Great Britain. (See Appendix AA.) 

With regard to the question of compensation, I think 
that my honourable friend, the Member fcr Brambefj has 
not acted with his usual candour and liberality, in not 
having mentioned one word of compensation to those 
persons who are so deeply interested in this question.- It 
is qiaite evident, that, in whatever way yoo proceed, yoii 
must vitally affect pecuniary interests. For instance ; if 
you say that children shall be free after a certain period^ 
you convert permanent property into a f fe estate, you 
totally alter the nature of that property. When it is con- 
sidered with w4iat extreme delicacy we touch property io 
this country, it never can be tolerated for an instant that a 
measure so vitally affecting the interests of the West-India 
proprietors should be unaccompanied by compensation, 
which would be the greatest possible injustice. When I 
recollect too — ^nd let it not be forgotten by the House — 
the strong and able argument raised by my honourable 
friend, the Member for Weymouth, who introduced this 
question to the consideration of the House,, on the subject 
of the brewers, to prove to us, that if the measure then 
before the House (a measure which I, for one, deemed a 
most important and salutary one) should pass into a law, the 
vested interests (as my honourable Friend termed them) of 
the brewers would be destroyed, and their property greatly- 
injured — all these interests and this property would be 
sacrificed, if the beer trade were to be thrown open to the 
public. Now 1 cannot forbear contrasting these former 
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sesitirl'seRts of my Iionoiirable Friend with ins preseat 
proceedings in this House. I^shoiild be sorry to take m\ 
unfair advantage of aoy argumeot used by my honourable 
Friend, but I must say, conscieotiouslyj that if there were 
a measure which I thought more thaai another couhd con- 
tribute to the health and secure the comfort of the poorer 
classes, it would be that which my houourabie Friend so 
stronglyj and with so much ingeouity, opposed^ on no 
other ground than that one class of men would ba proba- 
bly injured, and deprived of a monopoly which I feel satis- 
lied the law never intended to be allowed to them. Butp 
of all the cases which have come under the consideration 
of the House, I think none could call more loudly for 
compensation, upon every principle of justice, than tb^ 
one now under discussion. Those who have their interests 
so intimately involved in this question, have a right to 
call upon Parliament to consider their claim before mj 
material alteration is attempted. I only hope that the 
subject, so properly left to the care of Government^, will 
be treated with the delicacy it deserves, 

jesty*s Ministers will not be unduly influenced by the peti- 
tions on the table, which have, in fact, been got up by a 
few persons io the metropolis. I know no question upon 
which petitions have been procured with more trick and 
management, than on the present; or where they have 
come so notoriously from persons having no means what- 
ever of exercising a judgment upon the question. It is^ 
in fact, considered one more of conscience than of judg- 
ment; and persons, according to the fashion of the day, 
think to quiet their consciences for the year, either by 
subscribing their money to one of the Missionary So- 
cieties, or their names to one of these petitions against 
Negro Slavery in thje West Indies. I am, however, 
happy to see that such a feeling prevails in this coun- 
try, and that there are people who are capable of being 
so actuated by such considerations; it is highly honourabia 
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to the ?iational cimracter ; but I hope it will not have ihe 
effect of setting the machinery of governmeBt at work 
iojuriously to the interests either of the public or of iodi- 
^iduals. It is the same feeling which put the politics of 
Europe into an unusual state of ferment, and set the Con- 
gresses of Vienna and Verona at work ; and which every 
year brings upon the table of the House whole loads of 
humbug about the Slave Trade. It seems to me as if these 
negociations were kept up merely to gratify the feelings 
of ti>is country ; to shew to the people of England how 
much the great potentates of Europe have the aboli- 
tion of the Slave Trade at their hearts. Austria and 
Russia, who have, God knows, slaves enough in their 
own territories to practise emancipation upon, are repeat- 
ing every year their assurances to the good people of 
England of their anxiety for the abolition of Negro 
Slavery; and, somehow or others our Minister, who at- 
tends at these meeiing^j of the European monarchs, is 
fortunate enough to bring home with him great masses 
of papers, to prove that these most humane and kind- 
hearted Emperors take a most lively interest in the 
question, (See Appendix BB*) 

Undoubtedly I do most sincerely wish well to the efforts 
of his Majesty's Government on the present occasion ; and 
I feel great satisfaction that the task has been undertaken 
hy them ; and, from the speech of the right honourable 
Gentleman, I feel great confidence that the resolutions pro- 
posed by him will be acted upon, not only sincerely, but 
with that judgment and discretion, with that caution and 
justice and delicacy, which such great and important 
interests deserve^ 

Lord Althorp. — I am anxious to address one or 
two observations to the House upon this important ques- 
tion. I certainly think that the Planters of the West 
Indies have a fair claim upon this House for compensation 
in the event of the adoption of the plans proposed by my 
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hooouraljle Friend (Mr. 'F» Baxton.) With reference to 
v/hat has fallen from my honourable Friend who spoke lastj, 
relative to the cultivation of the Colonies by free labour^ 
I differ from him, certainly, in supposing that the coiiver- 
sion of the slaves into freemen woold be such an im» 
mense loss to this country* I, however, look at this sub- 
ject with a view chiefly to the ioterests of the NegroeSo 
My honoiirabie Friertd has ridiculed the petitions which 
have been presented in such a mass for the abolition of 
Slavery in the West Indies. Undoubted I v there have 
been a great number of petitions presented ; the feeh'ng of 
the country seems to be pretty nearly unanimous upon the 
subject ; and I would ask my honourable Friend, if he 
really thinks that the Slave Trade itself would have been 
abolished, if it had not been for the same general expres- 
sion of the sentiments of the people of this country. It 
cannot be for a moment disputed^ that it was the general 
feeling of the natioo, the general abhorrence of the in- 
humanity and barbarity of the practice of dealing in 
human flesh; which nroduced its abolition. 

I wish, however, the emancipation of the Slaves to 
proceed very gradually, because I feel apprehensive, that, 
if the greatest caution is not used in the application of the 
remedies, evils of an alarming nature may be the result. 
With respect, therefore, to the discretion to be exercised 
by this Government in the steps to be taken, i entirely 
agree with my honourable Friend. But, on the other hand, 
when I reflect on the moral degradation to which these 
unhappy beings are reduced ; and when I consider how 
inconsistent it is with their comfort and their happiness, 
and how contrary to every principle of justice and hu- 
manity it is, that they should be sutfered to remain in that 
state, when this Government has it in its power to ame- 
liorate their condition ; I would say, that the sooner eman- 
cipation can be brought about, the more satisfaction shall 
1 feel at its accomplishment. 

It has been stated several times to-night, that the con- 

p 
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ditioE of the Negro ia the West iBclies is in maoy re-' 
spects preferable to that of our laboorers in tisis country ; 
and my honourable Friend, who spoke last, asserted that 
the physical sufFeriogs of the NegTO have beesi greatly over- 
rated. The honourable Member for Sandwich, too, has 
stated broadly^ and has quoted various documents to prove 
it, that the slave is perfectly contented and happy* If we 
look only to the clothing and food allowed to these 
unfortunate beiogs, it is enough to convince any reason- 
able man, without further investigation, of the necessity 
of an alteration in the present system ; and it is idle to 
the last degree to talk of the happiness and comfort en- 
joyed by them. But it is said, that some of these happy 
Slaves are so conscious of their bliss, that they have even 
refused to take advantage of an oifer of their liberty, and 
have preferred to live and die in Slavery. If the object 
were to prove the low state to which, as moral creatures, 
these beings have been reduced, nothing could be stronger 
than this single statement. Good God ! can it be imagined 

of the sympathies and affections of his species, should 
prefer to doom himself without remorse to Slavery for life ; 
that he should doom his children after him, from genera- 
tion to generation, to be born to live and die in the bonds 
of Slavery ; that he should doom for ever his sons to the 
lash of the slave-driver, and expose his daughters to the 
will and power of a cruel task-master, who might at 
pleasure subject them to his wanton lust ? If any thing, 
I say, can raise feelings of indignation and horror in the 
breast, it would be the knowledge of such a fact as this. 
But what must be the feelings of a free-born Englishman, 
enjoying the glorious blessings of freedom, on hearing such 
a statement as this 1 The coldest heart could not but be 
keenly affected by it; and even those who are most in- 
terested in the question must sympathize with the general 
feeling of the country. 

I will not trouble the House by going further into this 
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fjiiestioDj bull must express my gratitude to ffiy Isosioiimble 
Friend for briogiog this subject imder the cooskleratioE 
of the Mouse. If nothing more has been done, at least it 
has had the effect of producing the resolutions of mj right 
hoMourabie Friend opposite, whichj I hope, may be con- 
sidered as one step towards the total eniancipatioR of the 
Negroes in the West Indies. 

Mr. Buxton {in reply.)— had made up my mind not 
to trouble the House with a single observation in reply. 
I had already trespassed long on your attention ; and I 
was abundantly contented to rest the defence of the state- 
ments with which 1 opened the business, on the powerful 
speeches of my honourable Friends. In this determi- 
nation I should have persevered, bad it not been for the 
speech of the honourable Gentleman who spoke last but 
one (Mr. Baring,) That Gentleman has charged me with 
inconsistency — he has accused me of using one sort of 
language on this question^ and another upon subjects 
where my own interests are concerned. He tells us tliat 
I was sufficiently mindful of the rights of private property, 
when that property was my own ; but that I never even 
whispered a syllable about compensation to the West-« 
India Planter. Now I appeal to the House, whether 
there is justice in the charge, I ask those who listened 
to my statements, whether I did not clearly and explicitly 
declare my opinion that the question of compensation to 
the Planter was one that merited attention » I appeal to 
the honourable Gentleman himself, whether ihe language 
I used was not to this effect Slavery is an injustice, but 
it is an injustice sanctioned by our law : the crime is 
ours, and ouk's must be the expense of getting rid of it. 
The honourable Gentleman is, then, in error, when he says 
I never alluded to compensation. But what if I bad not ? 
Is there no difference between a vested interest in a house 
0? a tenement, and a vested interest in a human being ? 



108 



No difference between a rigiit to bricks md mortar, and a 
right to the flesh of man-^a right to torture his body and 
to degrade his mind at your good will and pleasure I 
There is this difference,-»-the right to the house originates 
in law, aud is reconcilable to justice ; the claim (for I will 
not call it a right) to the man, originated in robbery, and 
is an outrage upon every principle of justice and every 
tenet of religion. 

The right honourable Gentleman (Kr Canning) com- 
plains of my language in having referred to the Slave 
Trade. Why," he asks, ** do you recall the horrors of 
that odious and abolished practice For this plain reason, 
that your title to a slave is founded on that practice. By 
the Slave Trade you obtained hira. Upon that practice^, 
BOW reprobated, and now by us abolished, your claim is 
founded. Every reproach uttered against Slave Traciing 
impeaches your title to the Slave. You say the man is } oiir 
property. I ask in reply, how did you obtain that property? 
And you are driven to the necessity of acknowledging 
that it was eained bv the blackest of crimes—- bv that 
act which you now punish as a felony ; by that act which 
the British Parliament stigmatized as contrary to the 
principles of justice, humanity, and sound policy;" by 
that act which even the assembled Monarchs of Europe 
(not suspected of too ardent a love of liberty) describe as 

desolating Africa, degrading Europe, and afflicting 
humanity," and as " repugnant to the principles of humanity 
and universal morality." 

There is one point in the speech of the honourable 
Member for Sandwich, upon which, as I have risen, I must 
make a few observations — because it is really the most 
matchless exemplification of forgetfulness, the most memo- 
rable instance I ever met with of a treacherous memory. 
The honourable Gentleman quoted to us, from the papers 
during the last twenty years printed by this House, every 
sentence and expression which could be construed into a 
defence of slavery, or an approval of the condition of 
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slaves. Oiae could Iiardly siifFic!ei{t!y admire' the dearrcc 
of industry wbich prompted liim to search out, or the force 
of memory which enabled bim to repeat, every passage i^ji 
this volumiiious correspoiideoce wbich favours bis view of 
the subject. Amongst other papers, he refers to the corre- 
spondence of Colonel Arthur. lo 181.0 Colonel Arthur de- 
clares that be came to the W est Indies, three years preced- 
ing, a perfect Wilberforce as to slavery ; but that experience 
bad changed bis views, and that be could bardiyfind terms to 
express bis admiration of the comforts and advantages of the 
slave population of Honduras. The honourable Gentleman 
triumphantly appeals to these expressions. But in that same 
volume from which he extracted them, and within a few- 
pages, there is a fact stated by the same Colonel Arthiir, 
which speaks still more unequivocally than they do as to the 
*' comforts and advantages of the slave population of Hon- 
duras." Now it is strange that the honourable Gentleman, 
who so accurately recollects the eulogy, should so entirely 
liave forgotten the fact; for the House will perceive, when I 
state it, that it is a fact calculated to make a prettv strono^ 
impression on a memory less powerful <haa that of the 
Member for Sandwich. The dispatch which contains it is 
from Colonel Arthur, dated October 21, 181G, just seven- 
teen days prior to that other dispatch in which he lauds 
the condition of the Slaves in that colony, and describes 
biraself as having been iiietamorphosed from a perfect 
Wilberforce into — ^something, no doubt, very superior. I 
will now read asi extract from it. You will find the whole 
in the papers relative to Slaves, ordered to be printed 
on the lOtb June, 1818; the very papers from which 
the honourable Member for Sandwich has drawn bis 
quotations* 

Copy of a Letter from Lieut.-CoL Geo. Arthur to 
Earl Batburst ; with seven enclosures. 

Honduras, 21st October, i81(>. — My Lord, I have 
the honour to report to your lordship, that an inhabitant 
of this settlement, named Michael Cariy, embarked by 
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the last vessel which sailed for England, in order to obtain 
redresK for the oppressive measwres which he represents to 
have been exercised towards him by me^ 

** I could not have conceived it possible that this in- 
human wretch was so destitute of all sense of shame, as to 
have taken such public means of promulgating his infamy ; 
yet^ as he has resolved upon it, I feel it necessary to 
transmit, for your lordship^s information, the accompanying 
documents respecting him. 

** By these papers your lordship will perceive, that this 
. Carty was convicted before a special court, assembled for 
his trial, of having caused a poor young Negro female, his 
property, to be stripped naked, and her hands being tied 
to her feet with tight cords, a stick was passed under her 
knees and above the elbow-bend of her arms, a large 
cattle-chain was fastened round her neck with a padlock, 
and in this agonizing posture^ exposed to the burning 
heat of the sun, was this WTetched female tortured from 
morning until night ; constantly, during that time, flogged 
with a seve»e cat by her inhuman master and servant, in 
the most wanton and barbarous m.anner : sometimes on her 
buttocks ; at other times, being turned over on the stick, 
on her face and breasts," 

Now, look at the evidence on which he was thus con- 
victed. 

** At a meeting of the Magistrates at the Court House,, 
Belize, River's mowth, in Honduras, Thursday, 
August 29th, 1816.— Present, Marshall Bennett, 
Thomas Paslow, and Thomas Frain, esquires. 
** J, B. Rabateau came before the magistrates, and 
stated upon oath as follows -The day before yesterday 
1 was at Mr, OrgilFs, about half past twelve o'clock, and 
I heard somebody was crawling in Mr. Carty's yard ; 
Mr-, Orgill told me it was Mr. Carty that was flogging one 
of his wenches, and which was the third time that day ; I 
went from the house into Mr. Orgill's yard, with Mr. Orgill 
and Joseph Bclisle, pud looked into Mr, Carty's yard, and 
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f saw a girl whicli Mr. Carty hroiiglit from Mrs. Burn's^ 
on fha e-round. her two hands were tied to her feet, and a 
stick run under her knees and above the elbow-bend of 
the arnij, and lying on her back perfectly naked,, and he> 
Mr. Carty, was Hogging her with a cat ; after flogging her 
some time on her buttocks, he came round and struck her 
ten or twelve stripes over her brepst and face, and after 
Ms flogging her thus, he called another woman of his and 
made her hold one end of the stickj, and he, Mr, Carty, 
took hold of the other, and he turned her from Ivioj^ on 
her back over her head, when she fell nearly on hcir face, 
and then he flogged her again on her buttocks ; after this 
I went away, and some time after returned, when I saw 
Itfr* Carty flog the girl again in the same position and 
manner as before. I was then in company with Mr. Orgiil, 
Joseph Eeiisle, Martha Sloasher., Jeremia Myvett, William 
Adams, and John M* Gregor, who all saw the same. After 
this I went away, and about five o'clock returned to Mr» 
Orgill, and saw the girl fastened in the same position/* 

The magistrates and ofucers of the court then exa- 
mined the woman Quasheba, who appeared to have been 
much flogged, and her wrists much cut, apparently from 
having been tied, and had a large cattle-chain fastened 
about her neck with a padlock.'^ 

** John McGregor sworn, deposed as follows:- — The 
other day I had occasion to go into Mr. Carty's shop, with 
a Spaniard, to see some crockery ware ; as 1 went into 
the shop, he, Carty, was just coming in from the yard, 
with a cat in his hand ; this was about eleven o'clock. I 
went away ; about four o'clock in the afternoon, I was in 
Mr. Orgill's yard, and I saw the girl Quasheba tied in 
Mr. Carty's yard ; she was quite naked, and tied with her 
hands to her legs, and a stick run under the bend of the 
knees and above the bend of the arms ; he was flogging 
her.'* 

John Antonia Portall sworn; arid John M* Gregor 
sworn as interpreter -.—Deposes, that he saw the girl Qua- 
sheba when tied, and saw her being punished by Mr. Carty ; 
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lliat lie sent his mat<^ and the boatswain, who cowld talk 
English, to beg for the girl ; that they went in and Mr, 
Carty said he would forgive her, but would put her in 
chains ; and this was about half past four o'clock.'' 

Now conceive a young female, her hands tied to her 
feet, a stick run under her knees and above the elbow- 
bend of her , arm, and a merciless villain flogging her 
with a cat on the breast, the face, and every part of her 
body ; and, as if insatiable in his barbarity, calling another 
woman of his apd making her hold one end of the stick, 
he holding the other, and thus turning her, from lying 
on her back, over her head, when she fell nearly on her 
face; and then he flogging her again, in a manner too 
shocking, too brutal, too indecent for me to read. ^^One 
witness saw this at hdf past twelve o'clock, and in that 
position he saw her again at five o'clock* 

Observe, too, not only the intensity of the, punishment, 
but how often it was repeated. The same witness, Mr, 
Rabateau, says, that at half past twelve o'clock Mr. Carty 
was flogging his wench for the third time that day. An- 
other witness, M*Gregor, saw her tied in the same manner 
on the same spot at four o'clock, and Carty flogging her. 
Another witness, J. A. Portal! , saw her undergoing this 
punishment at half past four o'clock. At five o'clock she is 
seen, for the last time that day, in the same position. Two 
days after, the tvemli '* is brought before the magistrates 
much flogged, much cut, with " a large cattle-chain fas- 
tened about her neck with a padlock." 

On Carty's trial all this is proved ; and what exemplary 
infliction awaits him ? Let gentlemen consider his guilt, 
and what measure of punishbent they, or any men with 
feelings unblunted by Slavery, would have dealt out to 
the convicted monster. Hear his sentence in the words of 
Colonel Arthur : ' 

Convicted of all this load of enormity ; with the un- 
fortunate young female before their eyes, lacerated in a 
manner the recital of which is shocking to humanity ; her 
wounds festered to such a degree that her life was con- 
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sidered ia the greatest dang:er ; still this picture of human 
misery, aad human depravity, could n^t rouse a Hondnras 
jury t6 award such a punishment against the offender 
(whom they found guiity to the utmost extent) as bespoke 
their commiseration for the former, or their detestation ot 
the latter. Fifty pounds, Jamaica; currency, equal to 
about thirty-five pounds sterling, was the penalty deemed 
adequate to the crimes of the offender ! a man in affluent 
circumstances, worth thousands of pounds ; and th^ poor 
female was doomed to remain the slave of this cruel wretch, 
still more exasperated against her than ever." 

I know not whether the act itself is more enormous 
than the verdict. The act might pply sp^ak the cruelly of 
an individual; the vordlcfc betrays 4he tenor of feeling 
towards Slaves which prevails among the leading per- 
sons in the colony, the magistrates pn the bench, ¥es, 
Sir, it tells us, in language which cannot be mistaken, the 
degree of protection whiph the laws afford to the Negro, 
and the equal-handed justice -which is dealt out between 
the slave and the master? Aye, and wliat a comment is it 
upon "the enjoyments and advantages of the Slave popu- 
lation of Honduras, a race of people truly to be envied 
by free labourers all over the world ! " O wretched pea*- 
santry of England 1 How would, you mourn your fate, if 
you knew the comforts of which you are debarred ;-~-the in- 
dulgencies, denied indeed to you, but dealt) out so liberally 
to the contented African in that terrestrial paradise for 
Slaves, Honduras! 

The honourable Member for Taunton has said that the 
Negroes may complain of tlieir lot, as the poor of this 
country may complain that they are not feasted on cham- 
paigne and venison^ — a most blind and extravagant compa- 
rison ! Had this female nothing else to complain of but that 
she was denied the luxuries of life ? She might complain, 
and, in the name of thousands of these poor Negroes, ! 
complain, that she and they are denied the common rights 
of human nature, and that they are mercilessly lashed and 
tortured at the will of their brutal masters. Let no man 
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imag'kio that xhk case of Carty is one of isolated cruelty : 
thefQ Btmd upon record oiultitiides of cases of a description 
eqwaliy horribie, I did not choose, though accused of doing 
so, to appeal to the feeliogs of the Mouse and the public : 
I determined to address, their ^easo'^5. I rested my case 
upon the moral degradation of the MegroeSc But let the 
honourable Member for Sandwich, or the honourable 
Member for Taunton, who has, he tells ws, seen Slavery, 
and who, seeing, has learned to admiro it — who is quite 
captivated with the felicity of these Negroes, admitted by 
himself to be in the lowest state of moral degradation ;— 
let either of these Gentlemen bot hint a wish for a state- 
ment of particular and individual atrocities, and I am pre- 
pared, prepared with cases, authenticated by unquestion- 
able evidence, which will shock and exasperate every 
honest man in the country. 

Before I quit Carty^s case, one word on the character 
of Coloiael Arthur. It grieves me. Sir, that 1 am under 
the isecessiiy ; that I am bound, by the fidelity I owe to 
the cause 1 have undertaken, thus to comment upon the 
expressions he has used, I owe it to his general repu- 
tation to say he has made ample atonement for that idle 
language. For the last six years he has been a generous 
and brave defender of the Slaves. I believe that there 
does not exist a man who has done more for that wretched 
race, and who has suffered more persecution in conse- 
quence of his exertions ; and I am grossly misinformed if 
he does not now, with further experience, bitterly repent of 
the error into which he was betrayed, I am content to be 
deemed an enthusiast, if Colonel Arthur be one who now 
considers the Negroes as any other than a most wretched 
and persecuted race. 

The honourable Member for Taunton has complained 
most loudly of my having stated that there is no danger 
to be apprehended in the West Indies. Give me leave 
to say, the honourable Gentleman is as inaccurate in this 
as in his former assertion ; for I stated that I expected 
nothing else but danger in the West Indies. I said, if f 
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recollect right, that wherever lliere is Slav®rj there h 
oppression. I told yoii^ that if }'oo wanted to be safe jo« 
mmi be just; that the price yoo pay for yo'or injustice m 
yoor iusecuritv. I know there is danger. Danger ! why I 
bevoaiise the few inOict, and the multilode siilfer, gross 
iryijstice. But I confess it does appear to me to be the 
most extraordioary of all argiimc^its, to contend that the 
danger arises not from Slavery itself, but from the discus- 
sion of Slavery in this House. What, then^ does the Slave 
require any bint from us that he is a Slave, and that Slavery 
is of all conditions the most miserable ? Why, Sir, be hears 
this ; he sees it ; he feels it too, in all around him. He 
sees his harsh uncompensated labour ; he hears the crack 
of the whip ; he feels, he writhes, under the iash. Does 
not this betray the secret ? This is no flattery ; these are 
counsellors which feelingly persuade him what he is. He 
sees the mother of his children stripped naked before the 
gang of male Negroes, and flogged unmercifully ; he sees 
his children sent to market to be sold at the best price they 
will fetch ; he sees in himself, not a man, but a thing ; by 
West-Indian law, a chattel, an implement of husbandry, 
a machine to produce sugar, a beast of burden ! And 
will any man tell me that the Negro^ with all this staring 
him in the face, flashing in his eyes, whether he rises in the 
morning or goes to bed night, never dreams that there 
is injustice in such treatment, till he seats himself down to 
the perusal of an English newspaper, and there, to his 
astonishment, discovers that there are enthusiasts in Eng- 
land, who from the bottom of their heart$ deplore, and, even 
more than they deplore, abhor all Negro Slavery 1 There 
are such enthusiasts ; I am one of them ; and while we 
breathe we will never abandon the cause, till that thing, 
that chattel, is reinstated in all the privileges of man. 

I beg pardon of the House for haying trespassed so 
long upon its patience, but i can assure honourable Mem- 
bersj that I should certainly not have troubled them at 
such length, had it not been for the observations of the 
Jionourable Gentleman. Before, however, I conclude, I 



116 



wish it to be clearly iioderstood wlmt is the point at wlticli 
we are now arrived. If 1 uoderstood the right honour- 
able Geotleman rightly the strong ioipression of his mind 
is, that the cart-v/hip may be wholly dispensed with ;~--that 
i^males ought not to be logged ;-— that Sunday should be 
considered as the property of the shwe, a day of rest and 
recreatioo and that the slave shall, have a legal title to pro- 
perty. I uoderstaod the right honourable Geatleman also 
to have said, that he v^as doubtful as to the admission of 
Negro evidence in all cases ; but that he was satisfied that 
the impediments to manumission should be removed^ and 
that he is v/iiling that the practice of venditioni exponas 
should be abolished. There, however, still remains one 
point, which has not yet been touched upon by the right 
boiiourable Gentleman, -r- 1 mean, allowing the slave to pur- 
chase out his freedom by a day at a time— a practice recom- 
mended uot only by high authority, but also by its obvious 
justice. 

There is still one other point, upon which I confess 
i di<l not receive quite the same satisfaction as I received 
wpon the other propositions I submitted to the consideration 
of the House, — I mean, with respect to the freedom of chil- 
dren born after a certain period. What I understood the 
right honourable Gentleman to say upon this point was 
this ; "^ If the honourable Gentleman asks me the question, 
whether the day shall never arrive on which children shall 
be free, I would answer peremptorily no." Now I am 
anxious, before the close of this debate, to receive an 
explanation upon this most important point. 

Mr. Canning.— I wish to make myself intelligible to 
the honourable Gientleman and the House. If I am ask- 
ed whether I can maintain the proposition that the pro- 
geny of slaves must be eternally slaves— the konourable 
Gentleman must feel that I am not at liberty to throw out 
a hasty opinion upon that, I readily admit, most important 
question ; but my opinion certainly fs, that the time must 
come when tliat object must be attained. 1 cannof now, 
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liowever^ state a distinct opsoiow farther ihim this, that the 
progeny of slaves must oot be eteroally slaves. 

3Irc F. Buxton said— Then I am to uiiderstand that 
Ihe day will arrive after which every Negro child born 
shall be free. That being* settled^ my next question is, 
when will that day arrive ? 

Mr^ Canning^-^\ say I abjure the principle of per- 
petual slavery, but J am not prepared liow to state m 
what way I would set about the accoiiiplishmeiit of tlie 
object. I abjure the principle, but I am not now prepared 
to give my opinion upon the question, because my iiiiod is 
not yet made up, and I am unwilling to say any thing to- 
night which may reduce me hereafter to the necessity of 
qualifying any statement I may make. 

Mr. jP. Buxton. — I am fully satisfied with the answer 
the right honourable Gentleman has been kind enough to 
give to my questions, and I feel obliged to him for the 
very candid and decii^ive manner in which he has express- 
ed himself.'— I now beg leave to withdraw my Motion ; but 
I wish it to be distinctly understood, that, in case a differ- 
ence of opinion arises between the Government and my- 
self, I shall reserve to myself the liberty of bringing the 
matter forward on a future occasion. 



The original Resolution was then withdrawn. The 
Speaker put the question upon the Amendment, and it 
was carried unanimouslv. 
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A r r JiiMiJi A.. 

Occurrences in the Island of Barladoes, referred to ht^ 

Mr. Buxton, (p. 6.) 

{Extracted from ''Debates on the Slave Trade'' m i806, pp. 166-172.) 

** IN some papers presented to the House of Commons on 
the 25th February, 5805, is contahied a letter from Lord 
Seaforth, the Governor of Barbadoes, dated IJith November, 
1804, hi which he thus writes to Earl Camden :— • 

** * I enclose four papers, coutamiiig, from diftererit quarters, 
reports on the horrid murders I mentioned in some former 
letters. They are selected from a great number^ among whicli 
there is not one in contradiction of the horrible fiicts, though 
several of the letters are very concise and defective. The 
truth is, that nothing has given me more trouble than to get at 
the bottom of these businesses, so korribly absurd are the 
prejudices of the people '-—(not of one or two, or of a few indi- 
viduals, but of * the PEOPLE.') 

** In a subsequent letter, dated 7th January, 1805, his 
Lordship thus writes : * I enclose the AttorHe3/-Generars letter 
to me on the subject of the Negroes so most wantonly murdered, 
I am sorry to say, several other ii*stances of the same 
BARBARITY have occurred, with which I have not troubled 
your Lordships as I only wished to make you acquainted with the 
subject in generaV 

** The letters to whi<jh Lord Seaforth refers, and which ac- 
company the above extracts, are from four of the most re- 
spectable individuals in the Island of Barbadoes, viz. Mr» lace, 
the President of the Council ; Mr. Coulthurst, the Advocate- 
General ; Mr. Beccles, the Attorney-General ; and the Rev. 
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Mr. PiigTim. These Geutleifiieo all agree in the material facts 
of the eases which they gtate. It would, therefore, be an 
wiiTiecessary repetiiioii to trangcribe the whole of their letters i 
it will be sufficient to give the substance of the statemeots 
which they contain. 

1. On the 10th of April, 1804, a militia-man of tlie name 
of Halls, of the St. Michael's regiment, returning from military 
duty, overtook on the road some Negroes who were going 
quietly home from their labour. When he came near, lie called 
out that he would kill them, and immediately began to run 
after them. The Negroes, not supposing that he really intended 
to do them any i'^jury, and imagining that he was in joke, did 
not endeavour to escape, but merely made way for him. The 
person nearest to him happened to be a woman, the property 
of a M. Clarke, the owner of Simmons's estate, who is stated 
to have been a valuable slave, the mother of five or six children, 
and far advanced in pregnancy. Withottt the smaUe&f provo- 
cation of any kind. Halls coolly and deliberately pJmiged his 
bayonet several times into her body^ ivhen the poor creature 
dropped, and expired without a groan^ Two gentlemen were 
eye-witnesses of this horrid action. One of them, Mr. Harding, 
the manager of the Codrington College estate, went up to 
Halls and spoke harshly to him, and said he ought to be 
hanged, for he never saw a more iinprovoketl murder, and that 
he would certainly carry him before a magistrate. Halls's reply 
is very remarkable. * For what?' said he (with the utmost 
indifference as to the cxm\^)—* for what ? for killing a 
KKGRo!!!' This is a short but a significant sentence, 
strongly conlirming an important truth, which has frequently 
been asserted, viz. that the Negroes are regarded by their 
white-skinned oppressors as an inferior order of beings, and, 
under the influence of this sentiment, are naturally enough 
denied the common rights of humanity, and excluded from the 
pale of that sympathy which a sense of a common nature and 
a common extraction is calculated to inspire, Mr. Harding, 
however, greatly to his credit, was proof against the force of 
HeUs's compendious reasoning ; and, having procured assist- 
ance, laid hold of him, and carried him before Mr. Justice 
Walton. Mr. Justice Walton, it would appear, was not indis- 
posed to use the authority with which he was vested in 
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brhigiiig Haiis to justice; hut he founds timt. * in Ms siitmimt 
as a magistrate, the law of the island gave Mm no jurisdlctmh or 
aulkorily over khUf' and, in siiort, that he had !ao right to commit 
hiiiie io this dilemma, M'r. Walton applied to Mr. Pvesidejit Ime, 
' I told Mr. Waltoo/ says the President, io 'his letter to Lord 
Seaforth, ^ that I regretted, with real coiiceni, the deiicieincy in 
our law : but that there was a penalty due to the King in sucli 
cases/ (viz. the eleven pounds four shillings); ' md 
that, as Mr, Harding had suiiieiently sahsfaiitiated the factj I 
would order him to be committed tiii he paid the forfeiture, or 
a suit should be commenced against him.' Accordingly he was 
sent to prison. 

2. The second instance produced by Lord Seaforth is not 
inferior in atrocity to the first. A Mr. Colbeck, who lives 
overseer on Cabbage-tree plantation, in St. Lucy's parish, * had 
bought a new Negro boif out of the yard' (meaning the Slave yardj. 
where Negroes are exposed to sale, in the same manner as the 
tattle and sheep in Smithfield market), and carried him home. 
Conceiving a liking to the boy, he took him into the house and 
nmde him vi'ait at table. Mr» Crone, the overseer of Rowe's 
estate^ which is near to Cabbage-tree plantatiofl, was in the 
habit of visiting Mr. Colbeck, Jiad noticed tlie bog, and knew him 
welL A lire happening one night in the neighbourhood, Col- 
beck went to give his assistance, and the boy followed him* 
Colbeck, on his return home, missed the boy, who had lost his 
way I and as he did not mak<i his appearance the next day, he 
sent round to his neighbours, and particulm lg to Crone, inform- 
ing them, that his African lad had strayed, that he could not 
speak a word of English, and possibly he might be found 
breaking some sugar, canes, or taking something else for his 
support : in which case he requested they would not injure him^ 
hut send him home, and he would pay any damage the boy 
might have committed. After a lapse of two or three days^ 
the poor creature was discovered in a gulley (or deep water* 
course) near to Rowe's estate ; and a number of Negroes were 
soon assembled about the place. The boy, naturally terrified 
with the threats, the noise, and the appearance of so many 
people, retreated into a hole in a rock, having a stone in his 
iiaud, for the purpose, probably, of defence. By this time. 
Crone, and some other White persons, liad come up. By their 
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orders a Jire was put to the hole where the hoy Imj^ vJio^ ivhen he 
began to be scorchedf ran, from his hiding-place into a pool of 
tvater tvhich was near. Sosiie of the Negroes pursued liim into 
the pool ; and the boy, it is said, tljrew the stone which he 
held in his hand at one of theoi. On this, two of the White 
meo, Crone and HolUngsworth, fired at the hoy several times 
wUh shoff and the Negroes pelted him tvith stones. Me was at 
lengtlt dragged out of the pool in a dying condition ; for he had 
not onhj received several hniises from the stones, but his breast 
was so pierced with the shot that it was like a cullender. The 
White savages (this is the language of Mr. Atiorney-Ge- 
neral Beceles) cTdtred the Negroes to dig a gTave. Whilst 
they were digging it, the poor creature made signs of begging 
for water, ivhieh was not given to him : but as soon as the grave 
was dug^ he was thrown into it and covered over^ and, as is 
believed, while yet alive. Colbeck, the owner of the boy, 
hearing that a Nef^ro had been killed, went to Crone to inquire 
into the truth of the report. Crone told hinif that a Negro 
had been hilled and buried, but assured Imn it was not his, for 
he hnew him. ivell, and he sieed not be at the trouble of opening 
the grave. On this, Colbeck went away satisfied ! Re- 
ceiving, however, further information, he returned, and bad 
the grave opened, when he found the murdered Negro to be 
bis own. Coibeck brought his action of damages in the courts 
of the island against Crone and Hollings worth. The cause 
was ready to be tried, and the Court had met for the purpose, 
when they thought proper to pay double the value of the boy, 
and 25/, for the use of the island, (being 61. less than the 
pen?JiY fixed by law, of Wl, currency each), rather than sulFer 
the business to go to a hearing. * This, I am truly sorry to 
say,' observes the Advocate-General, ' was the only punish- 
went which could be iiiflicted for so barbarous and atrocious 
a crime J 

" This horrid recital (which is given almost in the words of 
the Report, merely avoiding repetition) seems to require little 
comment. One circumstance of it, however, may not strike 
tl)e minds of some readers with its due force, although it ap- 
pcin-s to be the most affecting part of the whole case. Coibeck, 
it is said, on liearing that it was not his slave who had been 
fjjmdtred, v» ent AWAY SATiSFiiip! O most opprobrious 



siidsfactioij ! Tfic preceding part of tbc oarraiive had prepared 
us to expect in Coibeck some approximatiofi to Eoropean 
feenng. But whai is the fact? On beiog coolly told that a 
Negro had been killed and buried— told so by his iseighboiir, 
the ouirderer — is he shocked 1 Does he express any horror oi' 
indignation on the occasioo? No? he goes nw^y satisfi.ed ! ! 
Let the reader give its due weight to this om circumsJance, 
and he most be coriviuced that a stale of society must exist m 
the West Indies, of which-, as an iuhabitaEt of this happy 
island, he can scarcely form any adequate conception. Sup- 
pose, instead of a Negro Slave, that it had been a horse which 
had been thus killed : Coibeck^ had his horse happened to be 
missing at tiie time, would have pursued exactly the same 
steps, and would have been affected in the same way as in the 
present instance.— We may also leariij from this impressive 
circumstance^ the value of West-Indian testimony when given 
in favour of West-I :diaii humanity. The moral perceptions 
and feelings which prevail in that quarter of the world, it will 
be perce'ved, are wholly different from those on this side of 
the Atlantic. Jt mav be allowed that these, men mea'i what 
they say, when they give each other the praise of humanity. But 
examine their standard. Who is tl/ is. man of humanity ? It is 
one, who, hearing that a fellow-creature has been cruelly and 
wantonly murdered, goes away satisfied^ because he himself has 
sustained no loss by the murder ! An exception may be admitted 
in favour of a few men of enlightened minds; but the remark 
applies to the people — to the bulk of the community, whose 
prejudices are stated by Lord Seaforth to be so horribly absurd 
as to resist all measures for remedying this dread fid state of 
things. But, not to detain the reader any longer with reason- 
ings on this subject, let us proceed to the third case commu- 
uicated by Lord Seaforth, and which, if possible, is worse 
than either of the foregoing. 

<* 3. A man of the name of Nowell, who lives in St. An- 
drew's parish, had been in the habit of behaving brutally 
towards his wife, and one day went so far as to lock her up in 
a room, and confine her in chains, A negro woman belonging 
to this man, touched vnth compassion for her unfortunate mis" 
Iress^ undertook privately to release her. NowelUbund it out, 
and in order to punish her, obliged her to put her tongue 
du'ough a hole in a board, to which he fastened it on the op- 
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posite side with a fork, and left her in that situation for some 
tiwie. He afterwards c«t out her tossgae nearly by the root, in 
consequence of which she almost instantly died. No punish- 
ment followed this monstrous act of barbarity. 

"It will, doubtless, be argued, that individual instances of 
cruelty like those which have been cited, are no proofs of ge- 
neral inhumanity, any more than the annals of the Old Bailey 
can be considered as exhibiting a fair view of our nr.tional 
character. There is, however, this very remarkable difference 
m the two cases, a difference which is fatal to the argument. 
In this country, when we read of crimes, we read of their 
being followed by just retribution ; by severe and exemplary 
punishment. In the West Indies, on the contrary, we not 
only hear of the greatest crimes escaping with impunity, but 
find the laws themselves conspiring to shelter criminals from 
ji'ustice: we find the most respectable and enlightened 
part of the community sanctioning the perpetration even of 
iiuiA der, by their refusal to recognize the commission of it as a 
felonious act.*' 



OhBervatw^ on Mr. Canning*s Speech, 

We are very far from intending to comment in any unfriendly 
spirit on what fell from Mr. Canning on this occasion. But 
his speech has suggested a few observations, which justice to 
our cause requires that we shoula mt suppress. 

1. We are by no means disposed to regard the discussion of 
this question in Parliamen as so pregnant with danger that 
^* one rash word, one too ardent cjxpression,'^ uttered there, may 
raise "a flame" among the Slaves in the West Indies, "not 
easily to be extinguish*^d." That such an apprehension is, to say 
the least, greatly exaggerated ^ may be seen by referring to a 
pamphlet published by this Society, and sold by Hatchard, 
entitled, " A Review of some of the Argiiinenta which are 
commonly advanced against Parliamentary Interference in 
behalf of the Negro Slaves,'^ p. 3- -12, 



APPENDIX 



Is there, then, we shall be asked, no danger of comi:notion 
among the Slaves in our colonies? Undoubtedly there is; but 
not from the efForts which may be made in Parliament for theii? 
relief. Of these, it would scarcely, we apprehend, be too much 
to say, that they know almost as little as the cattle and sheep 
in Smithfield knevv of Mr. Martin's benevolent and persevering 
efforts to protect them from the cruelty of man. ^fhe real source 
of danger is to be found in the oppressive nature of colonial 
bondage ; and in )\\iQ resistance which, under the infiluence of 
passion and prejudice, the colonists may be led to make to 
the measures which Parliament may adopt for alleviating its 
pressure. A reform in which the colonists hearliiy concurred 
would obviate all danger from public discussion. It would 
further obviate the far more formidable danger to be appre- 
hended from the influence of the spectacle exhibited within the 
visible horizon of Jamaica — the spectacle, we mean, of Negro 
liberty in St. Domingo, achieved by blood and violence, and 
triumphant over the most powerful obstacles. And here, is it 
unseasonable to ask, whether any thing can prove so strongly 
the inaptitude of the Slaves to be roused to insubordination 
and revolt, by any events except those which press imme* 
diately on their senses, as this,-— that the example of the neigh- 
bouring island of St. Domingo should have been placed for 
thirty years before their eyes, without producing the slightest 
perceptible effect on their habits of quiet submission ? And 
yet we are expected to believe, that even one rash word uttered 
iti St. Stephen's Chapel, at the distance of 6000 miles, may 
raise an inextinguishable flame of mutiny among them. They 
have remained unaffected by the sight of their fellows snccess-* 
fully wading through blood to liberty: they are, nevertheless, 
to be inflamed to insurrection by thfe echo of some abstract 
propositions propounded in the House of Commons ; although 
there is no obvious mode by which the intelligence can be wafted 
to their ears ; and although, if they heard it, they would not be 
able to comprehend its import. 

Major Gaisford, of the Engineers, who passed tipwards of 
four years in the West Indies, published, in IBll, some obser- 
vations on the subject of colonial slavery. The following 
extract from his work is applicable to the subject we are now 
considering.—^ 
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*' The British Parliament/* he remarks, " omitted certain 
expressions in the original preamble to the Abolition Act, lest 
they might be interpreted to give a sanction to revolt or dis« 
affection among the Negroes. The total ignorance of this class 
of beings, regarding the transactions of society, renders swch a 
caution at present needless. It is certain, the noble exertions 
of the British Parliament to better their condition are but very 
partially known by the Blacks in the West Indies. The stories 
told of their gratitude to the promoters of abolition, I am 

inclined to aver, are generally fabrications." " To ask a 

Negro Slave to repeat the English alphabet would be almost as 
generally an imputation of weakness, as to ask a chimney- 
sweep's apprentice to recite Mahomet's Koran." 

In the Correspondence relative to the condition and treatment 
of Slaves at Honduras, laid on the table of the House of Com- 
mons on the IGth of June 1023, some important light is thrown 
on the ordinary causes of servile insurrection. In May 1820, 
a considerable number of Slaves broke out into revolt. Colonel 
Arthur, the superintendant, while he made all the necessary 
arrangements for reducing the insurgents by force, resolved 
iirst to try " the milder means of persuasion to bring these 
poor deluded people to a due sense of the impropriety of 
their conduct." ** In my progress up the river," observes 
Colonel Arthur, ** I was much concerned to ascertain that the 
Negroes, who had first deserted and excited others io join thenij, 

HAD BEEN TREATED WITH VERY UNNECESSARY HARSH- 
NESS BY THEIR OVl^NERS, and HAD CERTAINLY GOOD 

GROUNDS FOR COMPLAINT, if happily they had parsued that 
course, rather than having resorted to the uiJawful means they 
were pursuing. But, as their anim osity had not led them to 
any greater excess than the destruction of some cattle, and the 
robbery of one or two houses, a proclamation was issued, 
offering a free pardon to all such as would immediately come 
in and lay down their arms ; but at the same time martial law 
was proclaimed, and a liberal reward for the aj)prehensioii of 
all who should continue in a state of rebellion. I then pro- 
ceeded from work to work, to the distance of 220 miles up 
the river Belize, directing the different gangs of Slaves to 
be assembled ; and by thus timely inquiring into 
THEIR SEVERAL GRIEVANCES, causiug the proclamation to 
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be read, and pbmting out to them the fatal consequeiices they 
-would bring upon themselves, the evil seemed happily staid, 
and many, who had been hastily led to unite with the dis- 
affected, were induced to return peaceably to their works, 
i cannot ascertain that the number now remaining of the 
principal body in the river Belize exceeds twenty." — '* I feel 
it an unspeakable mercy that the country has been thus 
delivered by the hand of Providence from a commotion which 
at first appeared to threaten very alarming consequences; 
and I trust the gratitude of the Settlers will be fully awakened 
on the occasion, and evidenced by increased acts of uniform 
kindness and hitmanity towards the poor Slave popidationJ^ 

If we compare the proceedings above detailed with those 
which took place in Barbadoes in 1810, on the occasion of the 
insurrection in that island, we cannot fail to be struck with the 
contrast which the wise forbearance displayed in the former 
instance, and tSie happy results produced by it, exhibit to the 
headlong and inconsiderate fury, and the consequent disasters, 
and carnage, which marked the latter. No parley with the 
misguided Slaves was thought of by the Barbadian authorities. 

To conclude, whatever be the danger of insurrection among 
the Slaves, it is far less likely to be increased by the inter- 
ference of Parliament, with a view to mitigate the rigours of 
their bondage, than by the attempt to veil the real nature of that 
bondage, and to obstruct the application of an eftectual 
remedy to its evils. The danger lies in continuing to oppress 
after the oppression is acknowledged, and not in taking effec- 
tual measures for the relief of those who groan under ir^ 

2. Why, it is asked, did Mr. Buxion ** go back to a state of 
things in the West Indies to which, so for as they could be 
remedied, a remedy has been applied ?" (p. 23.) 

We are not aware of the remedies to which allusion is 
here made ; indeed, \^ know of no remedies which had 
been applied to the various evils stated by Mr, Buxton to 
belong to the West-Indian system. The Slaves had not ceased 
to be chattels ; — no means of education had been provided for 
them ; — no effective steps had been taken for their religious 
improvement; — they were still denied the Sabbath ; —the 
marriage tie was still unknown among them;— and to that hour 
every Slave, male or female, might by law have been punished. 
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without one veason bdng assigned^ not only with any length of 
confinement, but with thirty-nine lashes of the cart-whip on the 
naked body ; and might iiave been compelled to labour, willing 
or unwilling, without wages, by the impulse of the same cruel 
instrument. And with respect to the instances Mr. Buxton 
adduced of unpunished outrages of the grossest kind in Bar* 
badoes, what is the remedy which has been applied ? The only 
remedy we know of, is a reiuctant enactment of the Barbadoes 
legislature, entitled " an Act for the better protection of the 
Slaves of this Island," and which provides, not simply that the 
wilful muyder of a Slave shall henceforward be punished as a 
capital felony> but that " if any person shall hereafter wilfully, 
maliciously, toantonly, and without provocation, kill and 
murder any Slave," he shall be deemed guilty of felony without 
benefit of clergy. 

Surely it was of some importance to shew what was the spirit 
which had animated the conduct and guided the legislation of 
our Colonists, when it became a question whether to them was 
to be entrusted the task of reforming colonial abuses, and of 
providing for the efl'ectual protection and comfort, the im* 
provement and happiness of the Negroes. 

li. But why, it is again asked, did Mr. Buxton "go out of his 
way to recal the horrors of the now abolished Slave Trade," and 
" to throw in the teeth of those whose interests are at hazard> 
cruelties with which in fact they had no concern ?" (p. 24,) 

But can it be said tlial the West Indians had no concern in the 
horrors and cruelties of the Slave Trade, when, for nearly twenty 
years after those horrors and cruelties had been fully developed, 
they successfully employed the whole weight of their influence to 
prevent their abolition 1 But it was evidently for other purposes 
than that of uunecessary reproach that reference was made to 
the part which the West Indians had acted in Jhe Slave Trade 
question. It ought to be carefully noted, that the ground on 
which they so obstinately and vehemently opposed every at- 
tempt to abolish the Slave Trade was, that the ruin of the West 
Indies would be the inevitable consequence of the measure, 
which would necessarily issue, according to them, in an insur- 
rection of the Slaves, and, if not, yet in the loss of the whole 
of the capital embarked in the West Indies. Notwithstanding 
all this, however, they now admit that its tendency, instead of 
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being injurious, was beneficial, and that the rwin they pr^iiictcd 
to foiiow from it was in fact only averted by Its adoption. And 
was no useful lesson to be learned, with respect to the present 
question, from a retrospective view of what then occurred? Or 
wouid it be right to allow those, who so grievously mistook their 
true interests on the former occasion, and who, under the influ- 
ence of that mistake, codd lend themselves to the support of 
what Mr. Pitt stigmatized as " the greatest practical evii which 
ever alHicted the human race," to have credit given them now 
for taking a calm and judicious view of a question where jpre- 
judice and passion were likely to operate with still more uncoo^ 
troulable influence ? Had the concurrence of the West Indians 
been anticipated in the proposed plans of reform, doubtless^ as- 
a matter of prudence, any reference to such topics might have 
been omitted ; but anticipating rather their opposition, it would 
have been doing injustice to the cause to have omitted thera. 

Be it remembered, that if Mr. Buxton was wrong in this, the 
same blame attaches to Mr. Huskisson, who, on Mr, Whitraore's 
motion for a Committee on East and West India sugar, though 
advocating the cause of the West Indians, broadly stated the ^ 
same fact, naniely, that for a long period of successive years, 
the West Indians, utterly mistaking their own true interests, 
had constantly and violently opposed the abolition of the Slave 
Trade. 

But even if there had been no such reason for referring to 
the history of the Slave Trade, was it of no moment that the 
House should be reminded of the foul origin of that Slavery 
whose lineaments the mover was tracing? Was it of no moment 
that the House should be reminded, that many of the practices 
which are inherent in the existing system of Colonial Slavery, 
are in their nature and eftects identically the same with the 
worst practices of the Slave Trade ; and that, while we are 
justly reprobating in the face of Europe these practices, 
when perpetrated by the contraband Slave-traders of France 
or Portugal, we are guilty of a strange inconsistency by 
.^sanctioning in our own Colonics practices scarcely less immoral, 
inhuman, and unjust? 

4. Mr. Buxton was further asked, ** why, when he was 
stirring a question totally neto, he should mix it up with that 

s 



ISO APPENDIX Ik 

Other odious question of the Slave Tra<h, tviih which it wm 
nemr before placed injuxta-'position hit for the purpose of being 
cmti'mted with, and separated from, it, Iiii all former discus'- 
sron^ oil the Slave Trade the ulterior purpose of emancipation 
was studiously disclaimedc Slavery, not willingly but necessarily^, 
was allowed to continue*'* 

We apprehend, however, that the cfaestron mooted by Mr. 
Buxton was not a question tetally new; and also that it had 
always been mixed up with the question of tlie Slave Trade, 
and placed in juxta-position with if, not for the purpose of 
contrast and separation, but for the purpose of increasing the 
odium belonging to that traffic, and of giving the last aggravation 
to its horrors. So far, moreover, was the purpose of emancipa- 
tion from having been studiously disclaimed, that one of the 
standing arguments in favour of the abolition of the Slave 
Tjfade was, that it was absolutely necessary, and that it would 
infallibly lead, to the amelioration of the state of Slavery in 
the West Indies, and to the ultimate emancipation of the Slaves. 
That the Abolitionists were mistaken in theiy reasoning upon this 
point, is perfectly true. Slavery has proved a much more in- 
veterate evil than they had anticipated, and it has not yielded, 
as they expected it would, to the meliorating effects of an aboli- 
tion of the Slave Trade. But, still, it Is no less true (hat the 
extinction of slavery itself was, and- was avowed to he, one of 
their grand ulterior objects in inducing Parliament to abolish the 
Slave Trade-. 

The proofs which may be exhibited in support of this view 
of the case are numerous and irrefragable, 

In the year 178B, a Committee of the Privy Council was 
appointed to inquire into the nature and effects of the Slave 
Trade, The greater part of their voluminous Report, however, 
is taken up Vv'ilh a view of the Slavery existing in the West Indies. 
The two subjects of Slave Trade and Slavery were evidently 
considered by his Fdajesty's Government as parts of one great 
question, and their inquiries were equally directed to both. 
It is only necessary to turn over the leaves of the Privy 
Council Report to be couvinccd of this. 

On the 21st of May 1789, the House of Commons re- 
solved to examine evidtMice on the subjeet of the Slave Irade 
Tlic examinaiion was prolonged during a great part of three 
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sessions of ParUanieiitj uutil the 5th of April 1701; ami 
whoever wiH take the trouble to look i\i that evidcuce, will find 
that at least one-half of it refers to the state of Slavery in the 
West Indies. At the conmieacement of this inquiry, namely, 
on the 29th of May 17B9, a ^notion waa made by Mr. Tierney 
to separate the African from the West-Indian part of the ques- 
tion : but this motion was overruled by Mr, Pitt; and, in point 
of fact, seventy-eight witnesses were exaniiiied on the Wesi 
Indian, and only forty on the African part of the question. 

|n April 171)1, a debate of two days' continuance took 
place in the House of Commons, on a motion made by Mr. 
Wilberforce for the Abolition of the Slave Trade. More 
than half of the speeches of Mr. Wilberforce, Mr. Francis, 
Mr. W. Smith, Mr. Pitt, Mr. Fox, and other a(5vocatcs of the 
abolition, turned on the state of Slavery in the West Indies. 
Even in that early debate, Mr. Pitt entered on the question of 
emancipating the Slaves. "A rash emancipation, indeed, he 
was clear, would be wrong and mischievous. In that unhappy 
situation to which our baneful conduct had brought both our- 
selves and them, it would be no justice on either side to give 
them liberty. They might be relieved from everything harsh 
and severe, raised from their prcsentdegradation, and put under 
the proper protection of the law: till then, to talk of emancipa- 
tion was iiisa!)ity. But it v/as the system of fresh importations 
that interfered with tliese principles of improvement ; and it was 
the aholiiioii of tha Slave Trade that would fmiush the means of 
effectually rcyulaitny the situation of the Slaves in the islands,^' 
—What can more decisively shew, that from the first the eman- 
cipation of the Slaves in the West Indies, so far from being dis- 
claimed by the Abolitionists, was openly avowed by them m 
an ultimate object, although, considering the novelty of the 
whole subject, the idea of immediately emancipating large 
bodies of newly imported Africans might be fairly viewed 
with much serious alarm. 

The v^hole course of the Slave Trade controversy proves 
incontestably the same point. In 1792, when Mr. Dundas 
proposed to abolish the Slave Trade and Slavery together, 
by means of regulations to be carried into effect in the Wcp*^ 
Indies, what was the reply on the part of the Abolitionists ? 
It was, "No, abolish the Slave Trade immediately, and you 
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will arrive much more snvdy and rapidiy ai the ulterior ends of 
impi'ovemertt and emancipation in the West Indies than by 
mems of ioternal regulations." Such also was tlie language 
lield by them on the motion of Mr. Francis, in 1705, and on 
that of Mr. Chadcs Ellis in 1797. And durii^^ every subse- 
quent discussion, to the very moment of abolishing the Slav45 
Trade, Ihey never ceased to argue that that measure would 
certainly tend to the improvement of the condition of the Slaves 
in the West Indies, and to their final emancipation. Nay, this 
was the very line of argument pursued i>y Mr, Canning in his 
memorable speech in 171)9, wherein he endeavoured to shew 
that to abolish the Slave Trade was the surest means of im- 
proving the state of Slavery in the West Indies. In his speech 
in 1807 he took the same ground. 

Nor ought it to be forgotten, that in irm> when the Bill for 
abolishing the Slave Trade was in its progress through the House 
of Commons, the Duke of Northumberland, then Lord Percy, 
to his immortal honour, moved a resolution for giving freedom 
to ai! children born in the West Indies from the 1st of January 
IBIO; which motion was withdrawn, at the suggestion of 
abolitionists, on the ground that the end they had in view would 
be more effectually accomplished by the benefits which would 
necessarily result from the abolition of the Slave Trade, than 
by directly interfering in colonial legislation. 

We beg to refer the reader, for a farther elucidation of this 
subject, to the Tamphiet already referred to, A Review of 
some of the Arguments," &c. pp. 

We have already freely admitted that the Abolitionists were 
mistaken in supposing that an Act of Parliament abolishing the 
Slave rade would certainly lead to the improvement of the 
condition of the Slaves and to their ultimate emancipation. 
They expected too much from the colonists and the colonial 
legislatures. But their error in this respect is as far as pos- 
sible from proving that either the question mooted by Mr. 
Buxton was a totally new question, or that it had never before 
been placed ifl juxta-position with the Slave Trade but for the 
purpose of being contrasted with and separated from it; or 
that the ulterior purpose of emancipation had always been 
studiously disclaimed by the Abolitionists. What was tLc 
Registry Bill, but a measure which was intended to pave the 
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wav for the fioa] emancipation of the Shves ? This was dis- 
tinctly avowed in Ihe Roport of the African Institution on the 
subject, which has been quoted by Mr. Ellis above, (p. 50.) 
To the views of that Report Mr. Eilis expresses himself favour- 
able. Had he, and the West Indians generally, been eqtiaiij 
fovoiirable to thern in 1815, and had an e^ccfiVe Registry on Mr, 
¥/ilberforce's plan been then established in the Colonies, fresh 
elForts in behalf of the Slaves might not have been needed. 
As matters are, they have become indispensable. Hovi^ couUi 
it have been supposed for one moment, that it was either 
intended or promised by the Abolitionists, that, having put an 
end to the Slave Trade, they were thenceforth to abandon 
al! care for its victims, placed in our own colonies, and with- 
in our own jurisdiction* To have done so, or to have even 
thoiight of doing so, would indeed have been a just subject 
of reproach. 

5. It seems hardly necessary to observe, that there is no part 
of Mr. Buxton's speech which can be construed as intimating 
that ** we must deal with this subject, not as a matter of justice 

J 4. »> ■s? , aj 

tlllCl jUUJ^uieiii, itiAt t?i impuiac axiii leciuig. ji luia aijutues: 

expression it might possibly be inferred that Mr. Buxton's 
proposition had it in view " unhesitatingly and rashly to level 
at a blow the whole West India system." His proposition, 
however, was, that slavery ought to be gradually abolished. 
Our object, he says, is ** not the rapid termination of that state, 
not the sudden emancipation of the Negro ; but such prepara- 
tory steps, such nieasures of precaution^ as by slow degrees, and 
in a course of years^ shall gently conduct us to the annihilation 
of slavery," &c. 

(I. W^e readily admit that it was not the intention of our 
Saviour, or of his Apostles, to interfere directly with the civil in- 
stitutions of the Pagan world, and, among these, with the slavery 
which then prevailed. It was their purpose to fiirnish in the 
Gospel, to bond as well as free, an effectual remedy for their moral 
disorders ; and to impart to them that hope fuli of immortality 
which should console aad elevate them in circumstances the 
most painful and degrading. But while we admit all this, we 
cannot by any means admit that the obligations and duties of . 
?he Government and PariianiL^nt of Great Britain are to be 
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deduced from such precedents aa Uiose of ancient Greece and 
Rome* We are told by our legal authorities, that the Chris- 
tian religion is a part, nay. the very basis, of the law of the land ; 
and we also ourselves profess to be Christians. It would se<iu), 
therefore, that if the Government and the Parliament, instead of 
adopting the spirit of that religion into their proceedings, and 
regulating their conduct by a regard to its obligations, should 
proceed in the neglect or contravention both of its spirit, and 
its precepts, they would ill defend themselves by a delusive and 
inapplicable reference to the conduct of the heathen govern- 
ments which existed in the infancy of Christianity. The 
governments of that period could not, of course, be influenced 
by the spirit and precepts of a religion which they had not 
embraced. But when they had embraced it, they were un- 
questionably as much bound to act in conformity to it, as the 
meanest of their subjects. In this country, at the present time, 
we have not only a Government and a Parliariient, but a whole 
community (including the West-Indian planters themselves) 
who call themselves Christian, and profess to be governed by the 
injunctions of the Gospel. Are they, then, not to be reminded 
of their Christian duties? Are they not to be told that it is 
their clear and unambiguous and indispensable obligation to 
act in the spirit, and in obedience to the precepts, of the religion 
they profess, and which, it is admitted, is not only a part of the 
law of the land, but has expressly been given to guide the con- 
<luct of every individual, not only in private and domestic, but 
in social and civil life 1 Surely, then, we may be allowed to con- 
sider what the Christian religion requires of us in any given 
ciise, and also to remind our fellow-Christians of its requisi- 
tions, without exciting pointed allusions to ill times. Is it not 
a fair and legitinmte appeal to any individual, to say to him, " You 
are a Christian : why do you oppress your servants, why do you 
act so unkindly towards your wife and children, why do you 
defraud the revenue, or encroach on your neighbour's rights ? " 
Or may we not prefer a similar appeal to Christian govern- 
nientsj and say, " Why do yon permit robbery and murder to 
be committed by your subjects, as in the case of the Slave Trade; 
or why do you permit them to oppress and degrade their 
fellows, as in the case of Slavery ; to exact their labour without 
return, and to deprive them of protection from law?" Even 
the direct introduction of Christianity in such cases as these 
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appears to us to be perfectly consistent with sound reason and 
good taste, and can be justly offensive only to those who are 
iinwilliog to have their conduct tried by it, or to abandon the 
practices which it proscribes. — It is not, be it remembered, to 
those who are still, to our disgrace, -the Pagan Slaves of the 
West Indies, that this appeal is made. They are not told that 
it is their duty or their right to emancipate themselves. On 
the contrary, they would be told, if they were Christians, and 
such as are Christians are told, that they must *' be obedient 
to them that are their masters according to the flesh, with fear 
and trembling; in singleness of heart, as unto Christ ; not with 
eye-service, as raen-pleasers» but as the servants of Christ, doing 
the will of God from the heart ; with good will doing service, as 
to the Lord, and not to men.'* 

But are not Christian Masters and Christian Governments to 
be admonished of their duties also ? Are not the former to be iokl 
*hat they must give unto their Slaves '* that which is JUST and 
EQUAL, knowing that they also have a Master in heaven ? " And 
are not both to be reminded, that it is their duty in the sight of 
God " to loose the bands of ^vickedness, to undo the heavy 
burdens, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?'^ 
And are not the whole population of the United Kingdom to 
be warned, that, if they forbear to lift up their voice against 
<he flagrant evil of Slavery, so long as a particle of it remains 
t o disgrace the character of our country, they are violating their 
clear and unquestionable obligations ns Christians ? The 
conduct which the Pagan Governjuent of Rome and their Pagan 
subjects pursued, or v/ere left to pursue, with respect to tkehi 
Slaves, is clearly no precedent for us, and can afford no justi- 
fication to the Christian Government and Parliament of Great 
Britain, or to their Christian subjects, should they, adhering to 
that ill precedent, drawn from ill times, refuse to act on those 
principles which as Christians they cannot deny to be binding 
upon them. 

There are, undoubtedly, many evils which laws cannot cure. 
But West-Iiidian Slavery is not an evil of this description. It 
IS an evil which exists o\\\y by the sanction of a Christian 
government, and which that Chrisiyan government has it 
completely in its power immediately to mitigate and finally 
to extingiiish. ^ 
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7. A similar remark applies to the position, Ihatj, propejij*- 
being the creation of law, and law having sanctioned lliis 
species of property, we must be cautious how we meddle 
with it. But it is iucumbent on those who may have so 
abased the power of legislation as to have transferred, to the 
possession and disposal of another, a man's dearest and most mi- 
questionable property,— his bodily frame, his limbs, his oiuscks, 
his bones, his sweat, his health, his libeHy— it is surely incum- 
bent on them to repeal so cruel tind iniquitous a law, and to com- 
pensate, to him who may have acquired property under it, the 
loss he may sustain from the performance of this act of justice. 

8» We have no clear idea of the ground of the objection 
here made to the liberation of the children of Slaves to be hence- 
forward born. Can we possibly suppose that parents would 
be dissatisfied to see their children placed in more favourable 
circumstances than themselves 1 Universal experience is ad- 
verse to such a supposition. What exertions will not parents, 
in the very lowest walks of Ufe in this country^ make to elevate 
their children above their own condition ? And it is a notorious 
fact, that in a variety of cases, even among Slaves, nay, it is 
believed that in a considerable majority of cases, where a parent 
has acquired late in life the power of purchasing his own freedom, 
he prefers employing it to redeem his child rather than himself. 

But, besides this, the liberation of children henceforward to 
be born can be attended with no assignable danger either to 
tliemselves or to the community. If we neglect so to educate 
them that they may be in a capacity to fulfil the duties of 
peaceable and industrious citizens, the fault will be ours.— - 
With respect to the adults, we will not deny it to be possible 
that some, or even many of them, may be found to be so debased 
and brutified by their bondage, that to give them unconditional 
liberty might be as improper, and as little for their benefit, 
as to release indiscriminately from their confinement all the 
inhabitants of Bedlam. Still, that can be no valid reason for not 
giving them the amplest facilities, as is done in the Spanish and 
Portuguese colonies, of purchasing their freedom, if they will but 
exercise the degree of industry, frugality, and forethought, which 
is necessary to that end. la this way those will have an oppor- 
tunity of attaining their freedom who arc the most likely to 
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improve that possession to beneficial purposes. Tlic prospect 
of obtaj»*?!ig; It by peaceful means will take away from them the 
very desire to employ force for that erid ; indeed, will make 
them to dread comusotion or insurrectioii, as putiin^y to hagard, 
if iiot imtiihiiating, ali their hopes ; and will thus render them 
the best guarantees of the public peace. Let the spring of hope 
be set in motion, and the rest will follow in order : — their in- 
dustry will be quickened ; they will become steady^ provideoty 
and faithful ; their exertions to achieve their freedom will be the 
very best preparation for its use and enjoyment; and, almost 
insensibly, the now degraded slave will be converted into the 
industrioos and peaceable peasant. 

TfnTiinfrnri>iT»riiin<Tiiniiininr>wii \mi awiTiiin 
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The Eonoiirahh Member for Bramher admitted that we had 
iiot a right to pay a debt of African humanity with West" 
Indian property,^ (p. 40.) 

Doubtless the honourable Member for Bramber would be 
ready to admit this. What he did insist upon, however, in 
the speech alluded to by Mr. Ellis, was not what that honour- 
able Gentleman has here made him to sayo What he did say was, 
that *' we had no right to pay our debt to the West Indians," 
whatever might be its amount, " from African pockets f *—in 
other words, that we had no right to indemnify the West 
Indians for any claims they may have upon us, in case we oblige 
them to abandon the ways of crime, by prolonging the uncom- 
pensated toil and the misery of those whom we and they have 
in coTiynon so deeply injured. We are perfectly willing, indeed, 
to admit, that the parliament and people of this country have 
jmd a large share in the guilt of both the African Slave Trade 
and West-Indian Sl?ivery ; but we cannot allow that the West 
Indians are at liberty to disclaim all participation in that guilt, 
especially as it is they who have enjoyed for so many years, 
and still enjoy, the usufruct of the common crime ; md as they 
have, moreover, uniformly resisted every attempt on the part 
of their accomplices (the British Parliament and Pulbiic) to 
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repair their admitted wroogs. The PaiHamcnt of Great 
Britain, it is true, encouraged and sanctioned both the SlaveTrade 
nnd Slavery. Their guilt, therefore, is yndeniable. But, still, 
it cannot be said to have been the Parliament or the Public of 
Great Britain who redciced the unhappy Negro to his present 
condition. It was not they who placed him under the driver*?;? 
lash, taking from him every motive to exertion but that of fear; 
who withheld from him the Christain Sabbath, and the con- 
solations of the Gospel ; who refused him the humanizing 
influence of the marriage tie, and all the endearing relations of 
domestic life 5 and who, instead of regarding him as a fellow- 
man, endowed with an immortal soul, classed him in estimation 
and in treatment with tm beasts that perish. It was not the Par- 
liament or the Public of Great Britain who enacted a code of 
laws characterized by a spirit of contempt and hatred towards 
this unhappy race ; who by iha severity of exaction and the scan* 
tiness of sustenance brought them down by thousands to an 
nmtimely and miserable grave, converting the West Indies into 
a charnel-house for Africa ; who dried up, by their oppression 
and neglect, the very sources of population in a race peculiarly 
prolific ; who said. Let those Negroes never cease to be slaves, 
and let their backs be ever bowed down ; and who fenced round 
this tremendous decree dooming them and their posterity to 
hopeless and interminable bondage, by regulations that ob- 
structed enfranehisement, even when proffered to them by 
their masters' kindness. No one can believe that the Parliament 
and People of Great Britain would have permitted the esta- 
blishment or continuance of such a system, had they fully 
known its real nature. Had the West-Indian authorities and 
the West-Indian planters, when examined before the Privy 
Council and Parliament, in the commencement of the Slave- 
trade controversy, admitted even as much as they now admit 
(after the lapse of many years of alleged improvement,) with 
respect to the actual condition of their bondsfnen, scarcely a 
vestige of that cruel state would by this time have survived. 
It would not, it could not have been tolerated. Its existence 
would ere this time have become matter of history. 

We freely admit the humanity and benevolence of not a few 
West-indian proprietors, and gladly do homage to the feelings 
which have led them to make costly sacrifices for the temporal 
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;itid spirituiii v'ell-beiiicj of iheir slaves. But of one grand and 
fatal <Jt:nn4iiu!ncv wv. doubt wliethcr we can acquit ao^v of theiii, 
— -we iiieau, that of having shrunk from the duty of publicly 
dciioiHix^iiig the enormities of the colonial systeiu, and of lending 
their cordial exertions to the discovery and application of 
eliectual remedies. They have not only not done this, whicli 
it was their clear and imperative duty to have done, but they 
have been too ready to throw the shield of their talents, chis- 
racter, and influence over the worst parts of the system, when 
attacked by others. Instead of watching with becoming jea- 
lousy the proceedings of the local authorities, and exposing 
their specious but delusive pretences of I'eform; they have been 
forward to justify their conduct. And when atrocities have 
been brought to light, and heid up to the public reprobation, 
some of them have seemed to sympathize with the perpetrators 
of these atrocities, rather than with their indignant accusers. 
With access to ample means of hiformalion, what cruelty have 
^Ae?/ ever brought light? Which of the horrors of the system 
have they ever called upon Parliament to extinguish ? With 
a thorough knowledge, for example, of the systematic dese- 
cration of tlxe Sabbath, what single effectual step have they 
ever taken to reform the evil? Urged for thirty-five years to 

ston the fat^il nmp-res^J of df^0Oiii»datio|i. hv in<%tit!itinn' niarriao-e 
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among the slaves, and rendering that sacred tie not only legal 
but inviolable, what single njeasyre have they adopted to that 
end ? Look again at the whole moral and religious aspect of 
the West Indies. See, but for the labowrs of a fevy slandered 
snissionaries, whose efforts may have served to rescue a small 
portion of the slaves from the grossest ignoraTJce and vice, 
the whole Negro population of Jamaica, baptized and unbap- 
tized, still sunk, after a British possession of nearly two cen- 
turies, in darksess and immoralitv worse than what Africa itself 
exhibits. What defence have they here ? We do not ask what 
has been their success; but what have been their attempts? 
They have been content to do nothing themselves, and have 
been ready to frown on those who have endeavoured to excite 
attention to the subject. 

Let it not be supposed that these topics are now adverted 
to for the purpose of venting reproaches against the W^est 
Indians, or for any invidious purpose whatsoever. They are 
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adverted to solely in the liopo, that, called to review the 
past, the able and respcclabie individuals io whora we have 
alluded may now see it to be their duty to take a forward ar^l 
an active part in the great work of humanity and justice which 
lies before them ; that, no longer hostile, ox at best lukewarm 
or indifferent to the subject, they should now throw the weight 
of their character, talents, and influence ou the side of fair 
and impartial investigation, and of sound, moderate, and 
rational plans of amelioration ; that, no longer actuated by that 
hprit de corps which leads men to feel as a personal offence 
any exposure of the general evils of their system, or of the 
misconduct of individual members of their body, they should 
rather be solicitous to bring both to light, and to found upon 
their detection the remedial provisions which circumstances 
may be found to require ; that, no longer satisfied with vague 
professions of a desire to promote improvement, or with the 
barren generalities of such addresses as have been from time to 
time presented to the Crown on the subject, they should, in 
their individual and collective capacity, aim at, and be satisfied 
with nothing short of, substantial and efficient enactments for 
securing the comfort, domestic happiness, moral and religious 
progress, and ultimate emancipation of their dependants ; and^ 
finally, that their fixed purpose should now be, not by plausi- 
ble but unproductive resolutions to avert the interference of 
Parliament, but to render that interference unnecessary, by 
the frank, cheerful, and zealous adoption and pursuit of well- 
concocted and comprehensive schemes of economical, civil, and 
religious reformation. 

We hail with sincere delight an example of this magnanimous 
determination in one West- Indian proprietor — we mean Sir 
George Rose — wh©, having formed a just, estimate of his obliga- 
tions as a planter, at least in one most important pavticular, 
has not scrupled both to carry into effect his own convictions 
on the subject, and openly and earnestly to press them upon 
the consciences of other planters. A pamphlet which has 
recently made its appearance under his name, " On the Means 
and importance of converting the Slaves in the West Indies to 
Christianity/' is eminently deserving of universal attention, but 
has peculiar claims on the consideration of every West-Indian 
proprietor. 
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li is only by looking fairly at the difficulty that ive can judge 
the right which tve have to charge the Colonial Legislatufes 
with being €Mlpabhj slow in the progress which they have 
mude^ (p. 51.) 

Ws freely admit that the progress hac usually been slow by 
which a whole people have been raised from barbarism to 
civilization, or from a state of slavery to the enjoyment of 
liberty. But the great cause of this has been, that the Govern- 
ment, as well as the superior classes, have been, in their 
degree, as barbarous and unciviii2:ed as the mass of the people. 
In the dark ages to which Mr. Ellis refers, all classes were sunk 
in one common abyss of barbarism. There are, therefore, na 
points of resemblance between the state of Europe at that time 
and the situation of the colonies of Great Britain at the present 
moment, on which to found any fair analogy. The governors 
were then altogether indisposed, and to the full as incapable 
as the governed, to promote the progress either of civil freedom 
or religious light. In the present day, at least in this country, 
the governors are in widely different circumstances. Living in 
the full blaze of light themselves, they have the means of reflect- 
ing the rays of that light on their dependants. Enjoying and 
appreciating themselves the blessings of freedom, they fully 
admit also the right which every British subject possesses to 
protection from injury, and to a participation in their own civil 
and religious advantages. What, then, baa hitherto withheld 
them from imparting these blessings to the Negro population in 
our Colonies ? It will be said in reply, that the Slaves were so 
unprepared for liberty, that to have given it to them %vould have 
tended to their injury and not to their benefit. Be it so. But, 
still, was it necessary that they should be chattels ; that they 
should continue to he bouglit and sold ; that they should have 
no rights of ^)roperty, no marriugCg no Sabbath, no moral 
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culture, no education ; that they should remain in the class of 
mere animals; that they should, like them, be driven by the lash, 
and bereft of all motive for exertion but the base and servile 
one of bodily fear ? Slow indeed must have been their progress 
while such a state of things was prolonged. But has any 
thing been done, has any thing even been attempted, with a view 
to quicken it? In truth, the very first efficient step towards 
improvement is yet to be made. There is, even at this moment, 
no marriage tie among 800,000 British subjects. Not only is 
not marriage required or enforced ; it is absolutely discouraged. 
Nay, when a sense of Christian obligation has led the Slaves, 
under the infiuen^ce of Methodist or Bloravian Missionaries, to 
form a permanent connection of the domestic kind, the union 
has no sanction from law; ijt may be violated with impunity by 
the parties themselves, it may be dissolved at the will of the 
master. 

Will it be argued that it was impossible to take even this 
first step towards civilization ; or that there was something 
so peculiarly and incorrigibly vicious in the Negro character, 
that the yery attempt to institute marriage was utterly hopeless? 
Something of this kind we know has been alleged. And yet, 
o;i this supposition, how will the following facts be explained ? 

In every other country in the universe, however barbarous 
and uncivilized, the institution of marriage exists, and its obli- 
gations are understood and respected.— -Marriage has always 
existed, and its obligations have been enforced, among the Slaves 
of the Spaniards and Portuguese ; and the happiest effects have 
Resulted from it. — Even in the English colonies, where Slaves 
are not allowed to be legally united \n wedlock, the Methodist 
and Moravian Missionaries have succeeded in inducing masjy 
of their converts to form lasting unions ; and in inducing 
them also, though those unions are unsanctioned by law, to 
fuliil the duties which belong to the married state. — The Ma- 
roons, removed from Jamaica to Sierra Leone, and who brought 
with them to tliat place the same vices of polygamy and pro- 
miscuous concubinage which then prevailed, and whicli still 
prevail in Jamaica, were at once wrought upon to submit to the 
laws which prohibited polygamy and promiscuous concubiiiagc, 
and which rendered marriage indissoluble. — The thousands 
of Africans liberated from the holds of captured slave-ships 



APPENDIX D. 



140 



and settled at Sierra Leone, have submitted likewise without 
difficulty to the same salutary discipline : marriage is uiiive!*sal 
among them, and its rights and obligations are as well recog- 
nized and observed as in England itself.*— -Nay, even in pagan 
Africa, though polygamy exists, the marriage contract is held 
sacred, and is guarded by the most formidable sanctions. — 
Among the Slaves in the West Indies alone, of the whole 
human race, the marriage state is yet to be instituted ! ! 

The progress of civilization and of freedom, it is alleged, 
must necessarily be slow in order to be safe. Certainly we 
are not anxious to precipitate matters so as to endanger 
the public safety. But wha*^ I be said, by those who look 
to the middle ages for the analogies which are to defend the 
slow progress of West-Indian impro"ement, to that more 
apposite exemplification of what may be safely and beneficially 
effected for the advancement of the Negro race, which is fur- 
nished by the colony of Sierra Leone ? There, 15,000 individuals 
have been rapidly raised^from the lowest conceivable state of 
degradation and wretchedness, — from the chains and nakedness 
and brutality, the filth and ordure and stench, of a slave -ship,-— 
to the state of men, of free citizens, of voluntary agents, 
living by their own exertions, and as fully protected by law in 
their rights of person and property as the inhabitants of Great 
Britain itself. Are not these the very men of whom West-In- 
diau Slaves are made And let it not be said that Christianity 
had previously prepared them for this elevation. Christianity 
has, indeed, done much for them. It has shewn in them a signal 
instance of its civilizing and humanizing and moralizing energy. 
Butp be it remembered, they were freemen before they were 
Christians. The rulers of that colony did not wait the tardy 
and dubious progress of certain preparatory measures, before 
they struck off their chains and bade them be free ; before 
they told them that they had rights, and also that they had 
obligations, as British subjects ; that the former no man could 
violate with impunity, and that the latter they were bound to 
fulfil. It was by their own free and unfettered choice that they 
afterwards embraced Christianity. Many of them, indeed, have 
not y€t embraced it. Nevertheless, not an instance can be 
adduced of danger having arisen from this rapid transition from 
slavery to freedom, 

"5 
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Now the Slavf^ji in the Wf st Indies are either more or less 
advanced towards civilization ihmi the wretched beings thus 
drawn from the hohls of slave-ships. If they are }nore mU 
yaijccdj, theii why the cooiparatively slow progress in civiliza- 
ium and freedom, which they are fated to make on the western 
side of the Atlantic ? If less advanced, what does tliis prove, 
but the baleful inOiience of our whole system of colonial 
bondage? The old argument of the advocates of the Slave 
Trade was, that the middle passage was but a happy transition 
from a savage to a civilized vState of existence ; from insecurity 
and barbarism, and the darkest superstition in Africa^ to pro- 
tection and civilization and Christian light in the West Indies. 
But what does the fact, according to the present argument, turn 
out to be? The very reverse of the former allegation. It 
represents the Africans, in addition to all their other wrongs, 
so much more brutified than they were, before they became the 
subjects of a Christian government hi the West ladies, as to be 
unfit for the same privileges which their brethren enjoy, and 
incapable of the same rapid improvement which they undergo, 
in their native land. 

The progress, say the West Indians, is necessarily slow 

IJOUl Uar.UUIlSUi lU CiViilXaiiUil.- — AI MIJS »U, 1L SuiCtJ iS tiUC 

worst plea in the world for perpetuating institutions directly 
tending to barbarizej or for imposing barbarism needlessly and 
gratuitously on any individual. Even if, for the sake of argu- 
ment, we should allow it to be a valid reason for leaving the 
existing race of slaves, until death come to their relief, in the 
state of barbarism which our cruel institutions have entailed 
.upon them, still it can be no reason for reducing more of them 
to the same state. It can be no reason for subjecting the yet 
unborn infant, when born, to the same deleterious process of 
iirst barbarizing and brutifying him by slavery, and Mien trying 
to train him and his posterity for a freedom to be given them 
at some undefined period, when they shall be pronounced fit 
for it. Surely the more rational and Christian-like plan would 
be, to begin to fit them to be the fr;?,e subjects of a free state 
from their very birth » Surely it would be quite as easy to rear 
the Negro to be an industrious and useful citizqn in Jamaica, 
as it is at Sierra Leone, Why, then, .this preposterous refer- 
ence to the middle ages, in order to supply a plausible pretext 
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for divt^stimg ourselves of the solemo obSigations ive are imder 
io every iofamt born withisi the British Coionies, to educate him 
to he a membei' of a free and CliristiaR community t 

Is there^ then, anything necess^iriiy slow— necessarily slower, 
that is to say, thaii the ordinary progress of education, and the 
growth of the individual from infancy to man or wonumhood 
—in the process by which the whole population of the West 
Indies may be as effectually redeemed from barbarism and 
heathenism, and made partakers of civilization and Christian 
light, as their African brethren have been at Sierra Leone? 

But it is argued, that if the Negroes were emancipated^ 
easily as in that climate their waMts could be supplied^ they 
would revert to their former modes of savage life ; they would 
abandon their habits of peaceful industry, and resort to plunder 
and vioienee for subsistence ; and they would renounce Chris- 
ik nity for their former superstitions* Without stopping- to 
detect the misapplication of terms in this argument — sUch as 
giving to labour extracted by the lash, thfe designation of habits 
of peaceful industry ; or the attributing to the Slaves in generai 
any kind or degree of Christian knowledge— we would remark, 
in the first place, that the argument not quite fairly assumes thai 
tiie purpose of Mr. Buxton's motion was immediate emanci- 
pation, although he was at pains to disclaim it. It further 
assumes, with as little ground^ that the work of emancipa- 
tion would be unattended with all that train of ameliorating 
and civilizing and Christianizing measures which were laid 
down by him and by Mr. Wilberforce as the necessary and 
simultaneous concomitants of every step which should be lakesi 
towards emancipation. But, to give ^vt>vy advantage to the 
argument, let us suppose the emancipation to be as sudden 
as it has been thought right to assume that it is mtmded to bet 
what, even in this case, looking at fact and experience, may we 
fairly anticipate would be the consequence? The very reverse, 
we apprehend, of the honourable Gentleman's anticipations^ We 
must here again revert to the case of Sierra Leone. The wants 
of the 15,000 savages introduced into that colony, and put sud*- 
denly in possession of their liberty, were at least as few as the 
wants of the Slaves in the West Indies can be supposed to be. 
Men drawn fr^m the suflbcating hold of a slave-ship ; naked as at 
their birth, excepting their chains and fetters; accustomed only 
to a scanty portion of rice and water daily, would regard as 

u 
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luxuries even tlie liiit and food and clothin*^ of the West-Indian 
Slave. Africa, too, is to the fuU as productive as Jamaica, 
and rewards with equal abundance the toil of the labourer. But 
has the conduct of these emaiscipated Slaves, though thus 
uafavourably situated, according to Mr. Ellis's hypothesis, 
given any countenance to his fears? On Ihecontrary, they have 
vohmtaribj preferred to their native forests the abodes of civi- 
lized life, though they knew that they must purchase its eryoy- 
inents with the sweat of their brow. Instead of resuming their 
former habits, they have been daily advancing in the habits oi 
peaceful industry and of civil subordination ; they have not 
bad recourse to plunder and violence, but to regular labour, for 
their subsistence ; and the majority of them have renounced, 
and the rest are gradually renouncing, their African superstitions, 
for the pure and feelf-denying doctrines of Christianity, Why 
should we assume that the case would be different in the West 
Indies? 

Again. let us consider the example of Guadaloupe, In 1793 
liberty was proclaimed universally to the Slaves in that island. 
Their conduct, during their ten years of freedom, was in all 
points the very reverse of what it is apprehended that of the 
Slaves of Jamaica would be, under similar, or rather more favou r- 
able, circumstances ; seeing that the soil of Guadaioupe is more 
fertile, and that the metropolitan state was then unable to con- 
troul any insurrectionary movement. And yet their governors 
bore testimony to their regular industry, and uninterrupted sub- 
mission to the laws, down to the very period when the peace of 
Amiens enabled Bonaparte to reintroduce the whip among them. 

St. Domingo is an example still more strongly in point. 
Notwithstanding the atrocities, and the years of sanguinary con- 
flict, not only with the French butwith each other, which marked 
the revolution in that island, and the universal desolation which 
these occasioned ; we find, after a lapse of thirty years, that the 
Haytians have not reverted to the habits of savages, but, on the 
contrary, that they are improving in the arts of civilized life; 
we find them protected by ecjual laws, engaged in the pursuits 
of peaceful industry, adhering to the profession at least of 
Christianity, and competently discharging every duty attaching 
to them as citizens and members of a well-regulated com- 
munily. 
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But while w€ adduce those instances, in order to diminish the 
unreasonable alarms which some peopie have heen led to 
indulge at the very nieniion of emancipation, we repeat, that 
the emancipation which is now in question is not a sudden or 
immediate, hut a gradua! and progressive emancipation. 

Mr. Ellis supposes the case of the British Parliament legis- 
lating in favour of the Slaves, and the Colonial Asserablies 
resisting the benevolent intentions Qf Parliament. But this is 
a case which, as it would imply absolute insanity on the part 
of the latter, can hardly be admitted as of the slightest weight 
in the discjission. If Parliament do but act, ihe Colonists can 
have no choice but that of submission. 

He also refers to the danger arising from the overpowering 
numbers and physical force of the Slave population in the West 
Indies, as compared with the White population. In Jamaica 
it may be about fifteen to one. But in Sierra Leone, where the 
proportion of the Blacks to the Whites is one hundred and fifty 
to one, no danger has been experienced, nor isas any appre- 
hension of danger been felt : and why ? Because the Blacks are 
free, and are protected by equal laws; they have mi equal 
participaiion in all the civil rights which are enjoyed by British 
subjects under our free constitution,'' 



Impi'ovemmts in the Slave Law of Jamaica,* 

Mr. Ellis admits that he was disappointed in the result of 
the Address to the Crown which he moved in 1707. He main- 
tains, at Ihe same time, that to reproach iheW^st Indians with 
having done nothing effectual, is unfair; and he specifics cer- 
tain improvements which have taken place in ihe legislalion of 
Jamaica, as proof of this unfairness. Let us consider tbeni 
with attention. 

An Act was passed, he tells us, by the Assembly of Jamaica, 
in 1707, withal view of promoting the religious iuitruction of 
the Negroes. — Why this Act should not have been produced by 
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the local autliorittes, when they were called upon to produce 
all acis of this desenptiow, is not very obviouso On the i2ili 
of July iai5, a raoliots was made in tlie House of Commons 
for all such laws as had been enacted m aisy of the Colonies 
xelative to the protection and good government of Slaves since 
the year 1708, A return was made from Jamaica of fifteen 
acts, which had been passed between that period and the end of 
These were all printed at full length, by an order of the 
Mouse of Commons dated the 5th of April 1816; but the act 
referred to by Mr. Ellis is not to be found among them, and we 
are therefore denied any opportunity of forming a judgment 
respecting it. The probability indeed is, that it must have 
been repealed, though the fact is unknown to Mr. Ellis; for 
bad it existed in IHhy, the local authorities would scarcely 
have passed it over in absolute silence, while they were afford- 
ing us the raeaos of judging of the general progress of improve- 
ment in the Code Noir of Jamaica between the years 178B ?ind 
1835. Of the fifteen acts, produced in illustration of this im- 
provement, there h only one which can be considered as coming 
under the description of a meliorating act, and that is the 
Consolidated Slave Law of December 1809, subsequently 
superseded by that of December 1816. The other acts, as far 
as they respect the Slaves, which some of them do not in the 
remotest degree, are the very reverse of meliorating: they 
are intended to operate as restraints, and not as relaxations. In 
one of them, of the date of 28th November 1807, there is 
the following clause: "And whereas in and by certain of the 
acts, and clauses of acts, herein and hereby repealed, pro- 
vision was. made for making slaves assets for payment of debts 
and legacies, and in what manner they should descend and be 
held as property, and be conveyed in certain cases i and it is 
expedient to continue and amend such wholesome regulations; 
Be it therefore enacted, by the authority aforesaid. That no 
slave shall be free by becoming a Christian ; and, for payment 
of debts and legacies, all slaves shall be deemed and taken a& 
all other ^oods and chattels are in the hands of executors and 
administrators; and where other goods or chattels are not 
sufficient to satisfy the said debts and legacies, then so many 
slaves as are necessary for the payment of debts and legacies 
shall be sold." 
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Mr. Ellis st^ys, that in 181(> a Commiltee of the House of 
AsscmWy recommended llie probibitioo of the sale of slaves 
mukv writs of vendiiiord exponas, and they have credit 
given to ihem for the humanity of this report* The credit^ 
however, in this case, as in many others, has been cheaply 
purchased. Tlie recommesidatioB has not beeii attended 
tOe The act of 180f is still unrepealed, because, doobt- 
less, uolwitiistaudiDg this recomnieiidation, it vi^as^ deemed 
more expedient to continue its whoksome provisions. Mr^ 
Ellis says, that if the legal dipiculn'es in the vi'ay of the 
repeal ©f the writ of venditioni exponas could be overcome^ 
no objection to its repeal would be made on the part of the 
West Indians* But whatever those difficulties are, as they 
apply to existiog contracts, and they are not very palpable, we 
cannot imagine what obstacles there can be in the way of re- 
versing the act of 1807 as it respects the future, and enacting 
that henceforward slaves shall no longer be deemed and taken 
to be as other goods and chattels. 

But we come to the year 1816* In that year the Curates' 
Act was pa?ii«d. Mr. Ellis denies that this act has been in* 
operative; and yet, in a report of the House of Assembly during 
the session of 1822> it was stated to have been almost wholly 
inoperative. To precisely the same eifect is the testimony of 
MrXooper, as given in the pamphlet entitled Negro Slavery," 
" As for this Curates* Act,*' be observes, " I have heard it re- 
peatedly declared, that it was intended for England, not for 
Jamaica." It must have been known before it was passed, 
that the planters would not allow their slaves any opportunity 
for attending on their new instructors ; and that/ consequently, 
such a law could have no tendency to improve their condition." 
** Mr, Cooper was informed by the Curate of Hanover^ that he 
might apply to ten estates before he got leave to preach on 
one." ** And both the Rector and Curate told him that they 
were of no use to the slaves as instructors; and that, under 
existing circumstances, it was impossible they should/*— 
(Negro Slavery, p. 43, 46.) 

Testimony equally decisive, and to which West Indians may 
less object, is given in a work which has just made its appear- 
ance, entitled A View of the past and present State of the 
Island of Jamaica, by J. Stewart, late of Jamaica," printed for 
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Whitakcr. The auilior, who quitted Jamaica only in 1821, is 
certainly sio adherent of the Anti-Slavery party; on the con- 
trary, be evidently leans to the side of the Colonists, although 
we must do him ihe justice to say he seems to aim at being im» 
partiaL His account of the Curates* Act is as follows. — 

" Curates were appointed a few years ago by an act of the 
legislature. Their salary is 500^. currency, but ihey have no 
other emolument from their curacies. The ostensible object 
of their appointment was, that they should preach to and in- 
struct the slaves in the Christian religion; an object which, from 
whatever cause/ has been rendered in a great measure abortive^ 
Either the curates are lukewarm in the cause; or the planters 
do not wish the time and attention of their slaves to be occu- 
pied by religious discussions; or, which is most probable, 
both of these causes have operated to render the intentions of 
the legislature nugatory. As it is, the curates have dwindled 
into mere assistants to the rectors, who were before their ap- 
pointment full)? able to perform all their clerical duties. By a 
law of some standing in the island, the rectors are required to 
set apart two hours every Sunday to the religious instruction of 
t h€ slaves ; but this law is very liiile attended to. The truth is, 
that, however willing the rectors might be to perform this 
duty, very few of the slaves have it in their power to attend 
church ; they are either in attendance on their owners, or their 
lime is occupied in a necessary attention to their own afiairs; 
J'or Sunday is not a day of rest and relaxation to the planta- 
tion slave; he must work on that day, or starved' p. 157. 

"A writer in one of the public prints of Jamaica, in 1820, 
complained that * the curates had done nothing in the way of 
their calling,'— * neglecting to do that which is expressly re- 
quired of them by the legislature, viz. visiting the plantations 
at stated times, for the purpose of baptizing and instructing 
the slaves in the Christian faith; provided, however, it is 
with the consent of their owners,' la reply to this charge, 
another writer (supposed to be a clergyman), says, < Has he* 
(the former writer) * allowed the curate of his parish an oppor- 
tunity of discharging the functions of his otHce towards his 
Negro servants, agreeably ta tlie tenor of the act on which he 
la^rs so much stress? If not, he has no reason to complain of 
neglect, if he lias, he is almost a solitaiiy instance; 
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aSs to my knotvhdge, some curates have applied to mam^ 
proprielors, trtiatees^ and managers, expressing not only their 
willingness^ but ^heir desire, to be called upon to discharge the 
duties of their office^ in ike ifisiruction of the ignorant 

slaves, BUT IN NO SINGLE INSTANCE HAVK THKSR SER- 
VICES BEEN ACCEPTED; and surely it cannot be expected 
that any man, who has a proper regard for himself, would 
intrude on the property of another, though for the most 
praiseworthy purposes, with the apprehension in view of being 
turoed off if.* 

The allegation thus publicly brought forward by this 
apologist, has not been satisfactorily replied to, and we must 
therefore conclude that there is a general disinclination on the 
part of the planters to have their slaves instructed in Chris- 
tianity* There are, it is true, some enlightened men, who have 
different ideas and feelings on this important subject ; but their 
number is too smail to be productive of any good beyond the 
boundary lines of their respective properties." p. 292. 

The author subjoins a note, to say, that since he quitted the 
island, in 1821. it appears that in a few of the parishes the 
work of instruction has made some progress." But this 
differs from the Report of the Committee of the House of 
Assembly of November 1822, already mentioned. 

Having thus disposed of the Curates* Act and of the benefits 
which it has conferred on the Slave population, there remains 
only ihe last edition of the Consolidated Slave Law, namely, 
that of December 181(1, on which to rest the boast of legis- 
lative improvement with respect to the condition of the 
Slaves in Jamaica. Now, we willingly admit tharthis law 
does improve in some respects on that of 1809; we shall 
proceed to shew in what particulars it does so. 

The second section is entirely new. It enacts, ** That all 
owners, managers, S^c. shall, as much as in them lies, en- 
deavour the instrucJtion of their slaves in the Christian religion, 
whereby to facilitate Iheir conversion ; and shall do their ut- 
most endeavours to fit them for baptism, and, as soon as con- 
veniently can be, cause to be baptized all such as they can 
make sensible of a duty to God and the Christian faith, 
which ceremttfjy the clergymen of the respective parishes are 
to perform when required."— There is here no allusion lo 
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any forme? Act of Ihe sacae kind ; no recognition of that law 
of 1797 mentioned by Mr. E!lis. , 

But is not the clause obviously intended to operate on the 
minds of the people of this country, and not on those of the 
people of Jamaica *? With respect to them, it is, and necessarily 
must be, wholly inoperative. So undeniably is this the case, 
that its provisions are not enforced by any penalty. Indeed, 
to require owners, overseers, &c. to teach the slaves their 
"duty to God," and "the Christian faith," has something in 
it, in the present moral slate of society there, which is perfectly 
ludicrous. 

To illustrate this, we need only turn to the testimony of Mr. 
Cooper, Dr. Williamson, &c. as given in the pamphlet entitled 
** Negro Slavery." Mr. Ellis, indeed, seems to adhiit that these 
difi'ercnt statements are not overcharged. It may not, h6w- 
ever, be unseasonable to strengthen them by the corrobo- 
rative testimony of Mr. Stewart, already referred to. Even 
if slavery and its attendant abuses did not exist here," he 
observes, "no great improvement in the state of society could 
be expected, while the most gross and open licentiousness 
continues, as at present, to prevail among all ranks of the 
Whites. The males, of course, are here exclusively meant.'* — 
" Every unmarried white man, and of every class , has his black 
or his brown mistress, with whom he lives openly : and of so 
Utile consequence is this thought, that his White female friends 
and relations think it no breach of decorum to visit his house, 
partake of his hospitality, fondle his children, and converse 
with his house'keeper,'* — ** But the most striking proof of the 
low estimate of moral and religious obligation here, is the fact 
that the man who lives in open adultery — that is, who keeps 
his brown or black mistress, in the very face of his wife and 
family and of the community— has generally as much outward 
respect shewn him, and is as much countenanced, visited, and 
received into company, especially if he be a man of some 
influeuce and weight in the community, as if he had been guilty 
of no breach of decency or dereliction of moral duty. This 
profligacy is, however, less common than it was formerly/' — 
'* If a gentleman pays his addresses to a lady, it is not thought 
necessary, as a homage to her delicacy, to get rid, a priori of 
his illicit establishment, nor is the lady so unreasonable as to 



APPENDIX 



153 



expect audi a sacrifice. The brown lady remains in the house 
till within a few day3 of the nii'itriage, and, if she is of an 
accomoiodating disposition, even assists in making preparations 
for the reception of the bride." p. 170. 

If this statement be correct, what shall we say to the 
enactment which gravely commits to such characters as these 
" the instruction of the slaves in the Christian religion," with 
a view to their conversion 1 

The third section of the Act of 1816 is also new. The 
entire clause is this : " And be it enacted, thai, from and 
after the passing of this Act, no shop shall be kept open 
during Divine Service." — This we presume means to apply to 
Sunday, though Sunday be not even named in the clause. 
But here again there is no penalty to enforce obedience. And 
does it not neem here also, as if the franiers pf the [nw 
contemplated its effect on uninformed minds in England, 
rather than its effect in Jamaica 1 For, while it enacts that no 
shop shall be kept open during the time of Divine Service, it 
leaves untouched the public Sunday markets, ivhich take 
place in the open air^ and during the very time of Divine 
Service ; and which make it absolutely impossible for shop- 
keepers to obey the law, even if tiiere were any penalty for 
disobeying it. ' Neither does it prohibit labour, not even 
compulsory labour, on tlie Sunday, It does not in any way 
recognize the sacred character of that day. 

In the fourth section of the Act of 1816 there is added, to 
the corresponding section of the former Act of 1809 (which 
assigned to the slaves Sundays, and a day in every fortnight 
out of crop, to cultivate their provision grounds), a proviso, 
"that the number of days so allowed to the slaves for the culti- 
vation of their grounds shall be at least twenty-six in tiie year," 
— This is certainly a considerable improvement: it adds ten 
days to the scanty time previously allowed to the slaves for this 
purpose. But still it does not amount to one-third of the time 
which is allowed to Spanish and Portuguese slaves, exclusive 
of Sundays, for the cultivation of their grounds. The number 
"^f days so allowed to thera is eighty-two, while in Jamaica it is 
only twenty-six, even by this new and improved code ; pre- 
vious to wjiich the number was only from fourteen to sixteen. 
And what is the penalty for violating this law ? Twenty 

X 
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pounds currency, equal to 141. sterling. And this is not made 
payable for each day of the tweiity»six which may be with- 
field from the slaves ; so that if the whole twenty-six should 
be withheld, the penalty would still be only 14/. sterling ; and 
that sum even two or three days' labour of the ordinary gang 
of an estate would abundantly repay to the owner. 

It is also enactedj for the first time, by the law of 1810, 
section 11, that, When there is a natural increase of slaves on 
any plantation during the year, 3/. currency is to be allowed 
for every slave born during that year and living at the end of 
it, to be divided between tlie mother, midwife, and nurse. 
—This is, doubtless, some approximation to improvement. As, 
however, the decrease in the whole population of Jamaica is 
considerable, amounting to 5027 in the three years from 1817 
to 1820, the premiums given for births cannot prove very 
onerous to the public. It may be worth while, however, to 
obtain a return of the payments made under this clause since 
it was passed. — While perusing the proof-sheet, we learn 
that this section has been repealed.] 

Into the Act of 1810 there is also introduced a new section 
(the 28lh)j which enacts, that in case any Justice of the Peace 
shall receive a complaint from any slave, that any slave has 
been improperly punished^ contrary to the true intent and 
meaning of this Act, he may associate with him another magis- 
trate, to inquire in a summary manner into the complaint ; and 
if the complaint proves true, the magistrates are required to 
proceed against the offenders according to law. — Thus far all 
sounds well; although it must be kept in mind, that, by a 
preceding section, if the number of lashes inflicted on a slave 
(as to the degree of severity with which they may be inflicted 
the law is silent), do net exceed thirty-nine, nothing has been 
done that is improper, or contrary to the true intent and 
meaning of the Act, But at the end of the section comes a 
proviso of a most extraordinary description : *' But, if it shall 
appear that such complaint was groundless, the said magistrates 
SHALL PUNISH the Complainant, and the person giving in- 
formation thereof, in such manner as to them mav 
SEEM PROPER." The magistrate may inquire into the com- 
plaint, but he shall punish the complainant, if his complaint 
shall prove groundless ! And this is the last edition, with 
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ameiidmeiitSj of the Consolidated Slave Law of Jamaica I 
What chance, we conlideiUiy ask, is there, that complaints 
will he preferred, by slaves, to magistrates (who are aimost. 
universally themselves slave-oivners), when, in case they fail 
ill proving their complaint to be v^'eli grounded, they are liable 
to be punished ; and not merely liable to be punished, but 
the magistrates shall punish them, in such manner as to them 
may seem proper f This is what is called in tlie West Indies 
protecU?ig Slaves I 

Mr, Stewart, the author already referred to, \^ho witnessed 
the operation of this Act for no less than four or five years after 
its enactment, makes the following observation upon it. ** If 
oppressed and ill-treated, the slave may indeed lay his com- 
plaints before a magistrate, who, of course, is bound to listen 
to, and, if possible, redress them ; and if he be a good man, 
he will actively endeavour to do so. But he cannot legality 
render justice to the slave by the punishment of the master, 
should the latter decline giving evidence against himself—- a 
very natural proceeding, where no other admissible evidence 
exists. The evidence of the slave, and of his fellow-slaves, 
is insufficient to convict him. The magistrate then can only 
admonish the master; and the slave is sent home, perhaps 
to suffer renewed severities for his audacity in preferring a 
complaint against his master." p. 224. 

Mr. Stewart has entirely overlooked the farther duty which 
the law imposes on the magistrate, of punishing the ground- 
less complainer. 

In the sections 41 to 45, are contained the regulations 
alluded to by Mr. Ellis, to secure the freedom of slaves ma- 
numitted by will, and those for prohibiting the purchase of 
slaves by middle-men. The former in no way alter the law 
as to manumissions, but merely obviate a difiicully of form. 
The latter furnish a striking instance of the general spirit of 
colonial legislation. By the provisions of this law, persons 
travelling about the country for the purpose of trafficking in 
slaves, are to be taken up, and carried, with the slaves, before 
two justices of the peace. The purchases or sales effected by 
I hem are declared null and void ; and the slaves- — —what be- 
comes of them? They are to be set free, without doubt. No I 
this would be too liberal a course, though it is the course 
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pursued bv Bntish Acts of FarliamcDt in the case of ail illicit 
trading in slaves. The law of Jamaica directs, that the two 
justices shall declare the same {vh, the slaves) to be for- 
feited, and proceed to sell the said slave or slaves" by public 
sale ; half of the proceeds to be given to the informer, and the 
other half to the church-wardens. A question may fairly be 
raised, whether this regulation be not a direct contravention of 
the Slave-Trade Abolition Acts, which ordain that all persons 
illegally dealt with as slaves shall be forfeited to his Majesty, 
not for the purpose of being sold into slaver?/, but for the 
furpose of being made frt'e^ and having their perso?is pro- 
tected against all claim* 

The 50ih section is also new, at least it is not to be found 
in the previoiis Act of lS09c Whether it be an improvement 
will be better estimated when it shall have been read ; it is as 
follows : — " And whereas it has been found that the practice 
of ignorant, superstitious, or designing slaves, of attempting 
to instruct otbers, has been attended with the most pernicious 
consequences, and even with the loss of life; Be it enacted. 
That any slave or slaves found guilty of preaching and teach- 
ing, as Anabaptists or otherivise^ without a permission from 
their owner and the quarter-sessions for the parish in which 
such preaching and teaching takes place, shall he punished in 
such manner as any two magistrates may deem proper, by 
fiagellation, or i?nprisonment in the workhouse to hard la- 
bour," The next section goes on to forbid, and to punish with 
similar seventy, all ** nightly and other private meetings/' 

It is surely not too much to say that this persecuting enact- 
ment is worthy of the Inquisition. Sir George Rose telfs us of 
she thousands of slaves who have been converted to Christianity 
by means of the Methodists. If one of these, actuated by a 
desire to do good to his next-'door neighbour, or to his chil- 
dren, shall endeavour to instruct them in the truths he has 
himself learnt to value as of supreme importance, he may, by 
the terms of this law, if he have not a licence from both his 
master and the quarter-sessions, be cart-whipped, imprisoned, 
and kept to hard labour in the workhouse, at the discre- 
tion of asiy two magistrates ; — ** in such manner as any two 
magistrates may deem proper! " Then, observe the convenient 
vagueness of the terms, ** nightly and other private meetings." 
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The nigljt m Jamaica comprehends, on the average, from ten 
to twelve hours of the Iwenty-foor. Even a meeting for family 
worship would €ooie under this comprehensive descriptioo. 

The sections 70 and 71 have been added, according to Mr. 
Eilis, to provide ^* protection for any Negro detained in assy 
jaii or workhouse, alleging themselves to be free/— Some im- 
provenient, we freely admit it, is effected by this tardy enact- 
ment ; but it still leaves in all its original iniquity that prin- 
ciple of colonial law which makes the colour of a man's skin 
prima facie evidence of his being a slave. An opportunity, 
it is true, is afforded him to prove his freedom ; and this is, 
without doubt, a valuable concession ; but if he canntft prove 
it to the satisfaction of a special sessions, he is left to the 
operatioihof the workhouse law, which ordains him to be sold 
as a slave for the public benefit. Thus, though no man daims 
him as a slave ; though no man proves him to be a slave j ihot^gh 
he himself affirms that he is free ; though he may iiave been born 
perhaps in England, or io South America, or in Africa, or in the 
United States ; though he may have come to Jamaica as a sea- 
man and been left there ; yet, if he has no proof of his freedom 
to produce (and in a thousand supposable cases he could have 
no such proof), this unoffiending individual, against whom 
no crime is proved, or even alleged, is doomed to the severest, 
of human inflictions by the workhouse law of Jamaica— he is 
to be sold into hopeless and interminable bondage ! ! 

Such are the boasted improvements in the Jamaica Slave 
Code of 1316. But let us look a litlle more closely at the code 
itself. We shall omit to notice the various clauses which are 
merely inel!icient, as imposing no adequate penalties, or as con- 
taining no executory principle j and shall confine ourselves, in 
addition to those already noticed, to such as seem to be 
objectionable in themselves. 

The 20th section limits the hours of Jleld labour to from 
five in the morning to seven at night, allowing intervals of half 
an hour for breakfast, and two hours for dinner. Now, if we 
compute the time required for going to the field and returidng 
from it af*the moderate rate of half an hour on the average, 
we have here twelve solid hours of labour, in a tropical climate, 
exacted from the slave hy law, by a law pretending to humanity. 
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llmim nature was never intended to support such lengtbeoed 
toil under a vertical sun. it would of itseif account for the 
decrease of population in Jamaica, 

The 24Ui section enacts, that if any person shali hereaffer 
tvantonly, willingly^ or Mood-mindedly kill, or caust to be 
Idiledj any slave," he shall suffer death. It only wants the 
jsdditiooal clause of the Barbadoes law, ivithout provocation,^' 
to make it a complete nullity. Is, then, the nature of murder 
(killisig of malice prepense ) not sufHciently understood by 
the judges and jurors of Jamaica, or is there a danger that 
they would he too rigorous in their construction of the law, 
lhat the qualifications wantonly, wiilingly, hlood-mindedly^ 
are so studiously transferred from the indictment to the sta- 
tute t ** By the instigation of the Devil " should have been 
added. We shall see that there are no such qualifying terms 
when the law speaks of murder committed by a slave. 

By the 25th section, persons mutilating, dismembering, or 
wantonly and cruelly whipping, maltreating, beating, bruising, 
wounding, or imprisoning without sufficient support, any slave, 
are punishable by a fine not exceeding 100/. currency, or IlL 
sterling, or imprisonment not exceeding twelve months; and 
in atrocious cases the slave may be set free. 

By the 27th section, the lashes Infiicted at one time, for one 
offence, in the absence of the owner or overseer, are not to 
exceed ten ; and when inlfiicted by order of the owner or over- 
seer, are not to exceed thirty-nine lashes in the same day, or 
until the sufferer has recovered from his former punishment ; 
under a penalty of from ten to twenty pounds currency, Pm- 
iiishments, therefore, not exceeding this measure, cannot even 
be questioned : the law excludes them from its cognisance. 

By the sections 39 and 40, the suffering a slave to possess 
a horse or mule, is punishable by a tine of 30/. currency, and 
the animal is to be forfeited. 

lu the 46th section which assigns its punishment to murder 
when committed by slaves, there are no such qualifying 
descriptions of the crime, as ^ve noticed above, in the section 
which punishes murder when committed by freemen on the 
persons of slaves. The words of the 4Gth section are, that 
if any slave or slaves " ** shall commit any murder," ** such 
slave or slaves " *« shall suffer death,'* &c. 
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By sectioo 47j slaves assaulliog, or oiTeriiig anjf vmhnte^ 
^* by striking or otherwise^ to or towards any white people, 
or persons of free condition/' except by their owners' 
comrriand, shall be punished with deaik, transportation, or 
such other punishnient as the eourt in their discretion shall 
think proper to inflict.— -This is indeed a most tremendous 
enactments md framed with a most IremendoMs laxity of es« 
pression. 

By section 48, slaves having in their custody or possession 
any fire-afms, pikes, sabres, swords, cutlasses, lances, gun- 
powder, slugs, or ball, without the knowledge of their owner 
or overseer, may be punished with dealh, or such other punish- 
suent as the court may think proper. 

Section 49 is to the foSlowing effect: " In order to prevent 
the many mischiefs that may hereafter arise from the wicked 
art of Negroes going under the appellation of Obeah Men or 
Women, and pretending to have communication with the Devil 
and other evil spirits, whereby the weak and superstitious are 
deluded into a belief of their having full power to exempt thera, 
whilst under their protection, from many evils that might other- 
wise happen ; Be it enacted, That any slave who shall pretend 
to any supernatural power in order to excite rebellion or other 
evil purposes, or shall use or pretend to use any such prac- 
tices with intent or so as to affect or endanger the life or health 
of any other slave, shall sutler death or transportation." Let 
the reader observe here the extraordinary discrepancy of the 
preamble with the enacting clause. Whereas there are slaves 
who pretend to a power to exempt other slaves from evil, 
therefore, if they shall pretend to any supernatural power— not 
to exempt others from evil, but — to inflict evil upon them, they 
shall suffer death, &c. And let it not be supposed that this 
barbarous law is dead and inoperative, as loo many of the 
protecting laws are. No ; it is in constant and fearful opera- 
tion. We trust that a relarn will be required of all persons 
executed in Jamaica and the other islands under such enact- 
ments. 

By sections 52 and 53, it is made capital to mix or prepare 
certain substances used in Obeah, or even to have them in 
possession ; and among them are enumerated pounded glass, 
parrots' beaks, dogs* teeth, alligators* teeth, &c. 
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By sectioo 58, any slave who shaU fraud iiieotSy have in hk 
custody or possession, uiiknowo. to Iiis owner or overseer, am! 
^vithout being able to give a satisfactory account of it, 'duy 
quantity^ under twenty pounds weight, of any fresii beef, 
veal, mutton!, pork, or goat, or of the Hesh of horse, mule, 
or ass, shall be whipped not exceeding Ihirty-iiine lashes ; 
and if the quanlity is above twenty pounds weight, then he 
shall suffer such punishment, short of death or imprisonment 
for life, as tvf o justices shall think proper to inflict.— Here, be 
it observed, the legislature of Jamaica, not content vvilii thus 
constituting a new and unheard-of ofience, throws the v?ms 
prohandi on the accused. But, independently of this, what a 
state of comfort and happiness and luxurious enjoyment must 
that be, when even the custody or possession of a single pound 
of fresh meat is made a crime in a slave, from which he must 
exculpate himself by satisfactory evidence, under the penalty 
of thirty-nine lashes of the cart-whip! I 

By sections 74, 75, 76, and 77, slaves gomg off^ or attempt- 
ing to go off, the island (that is, trying to regain their liberty), 
or aiding others to go off, are liable to suffer death, or such 
other punishment as the court may direct. Free People of 
Colour aiding them are to be transported, and if they return, 
sold; and White persons aiding them are to forfeit 300/. for 
each slave, and to be subjected to a year's imprisonment. 

By sectioEi 70, any slave travellings without a ticket from his 
owner, with dogs, or cutlasses, or other offensive weapons, may 
sutler any punishment short of death and transportation. 

In the 70th section, among the other crimes for which 
slaves may be tried capitally, is enumerated that of " compass- 
ing or imagining the death of any White person or persons." 

In the same section is a clause which enacts that in all 
cases, including the case of ail capital crimes, ** the evidence 
of slaves against one another shall be received/' Now when 
it is considered, that in all matters iii which White persons or 
free People of any Colour are concerned, the evidence of slaves 
is rejected in the Jamaica courts, and rejected on the specijiv 
ground that it is undeserving of credit, it is indeed a raost 
extraordinary inconsistency, and manifests a raost remarkable 
indifl'erence to the life of a slave, that it should be made to 
depend on such testimony— -on testimony which is deemed 
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wholly unworthy of being admitted to decide the meanest 
questioHi, whether civil or crimioal^ vyhich affects a free persoo« 
To reject it in the latter case, while it is ad milled In ihe former^ 
cm be reconciled with no one principle of law or justice* 

By Uie 89th, 90th, and 91st sections, slaves sentenced to be 
executed or transported are to be appraised, and their value 
paid to their owners. 

Such are some of the provisions of this last and best edition 
of the Jamaica code. They will speak with sufficient distissct- 
ness to the feelings of every British bosom to rerider comment 
superfluous. And yet the Jaoiaica code is confessedly superior 
to that of most of the other coionies. 

To conclude this long note; Mr. Ellis denies that the West- 
Indian meliorating acts, as they are called, are almost entirely 
a dead letter. Tiie examination of this question would neces- 
sarily lead to too great length of detaiL We shall therefore 
mi]y refer him, and all who entertain any doubts on this point, 
to a work now in the press, and shortly to appear, from the 
pen of Mr. Stephen, containing a delineation of the law of 
Slavery as It exists in the British Colonies. 



F. 

Baptism and Marriage, 

Mr. Ellis appeals to his personal observation while in 
Jamaica in 1805, in favour of the liberal and humane treat- 
ment of the slaves:— he **does not doubt," he "understands," 
that considerable improvement has since taken place. That 
the treatment of Im own slaves was liberal and humane we do 
not doubt, especially during his actual presence ; but that such 
has been the general treatment in the island, his hesitating; 
language shews that he has no adequate means of knowing or 
of proving. He can speak only from report. 

But things, we are told, are now greatly improved; and the 
evidence adduced of that improvement consists partly in the in- 
crease of baptisms and marriages among the slaves, (p. 54.) 

Y 
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Willi irespect to baptism, we perfectly agree with Sir George 
Hose, that we ought to put it entirely out of our cakwiatioo, 
where it has not been attended by Christian instruction, and 
by the ameodmeot of the neophyte. On the largest and best 
of his estates in Jamaica, Sir George Rose informs us, that he 
found that the slave population, although they had been bap- 
tized, were " utterly without religioUf ignorant, disorderly, 
and dishonest." (See his pamphlet, pp. 4 and 0.) This view of 
the matter is coTiipletely borne out by the clerical authorities 
be has quoted from the Parliamentary papers of lOth June 
1818, and which merit particular attention. The Rev. W. 
Chaderton, of Antigua, declares it to be utterly impossible for 
the regular clergy to attend to the spiritual wants of the slaves. 
— The Rev. G« F. Maynard conceives that it would be degrad- 
ing his functions, and incurring the guilt of misleading the poor 
ignorant slaves, were he to baptize them, knowing that there 
was not the remotest prospect of their being better instructed 
in their duty.-— The Rev. Joseph Hutchins, also of Barbadoes, 
says, that nothing can be done successfully for promoting 
religion among the slaves, without the general concurrence, 
approbation, authority, and co*operation of their owners.—- The 
Rev. W. Nash, of Grenada, remarks, that the reply of the 
slaves to him was, that if they come to church they must 
starve, Sunday being their only day to cultivate their grounds; 
and he adds. the plea is so reasonable that I cannot oppose 
it, but I heartily wish their masters would deprive them of it, 
by allowing them a day in each week to labour for themselves.'* 
—The Rev. B. Webster, of Grenada, observes, that besides this, 
Sunday is the general market-day ; and the markets being held 
during Divine Service, of course the slaves shew no regard 
to religious duties.— The Rev. H. Jenkins, of St. James's, 
Jamaica, alludes to the fruitlessness of any efforts in the way of 
instruction which he can render to the slaves ; and yet in this 
parish, in 1816, 1,12:3 slaves were baptized.-— The Rev. T. P, 
Williams, of Clarendon, intimates, that, with 18,000 souls in 
his parish, he has little time for the instruction of slaves. He 
bad twice, however, made known to all the proprietors in his 
parish, within the preceding thirteen months, his readiness to 
attend on their estates to instruct the slaves, but he had not 
been able to obtain the consent of more than two of them. 
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At the same? tioie, he remarks, that he liopcd he had done 
soiiie good, — The Eev. John West, of St. Thomas in the East, 
Jamaica, ijiquircs how he can possibly histruet 2(>,000 slaves, 
and intiniates that the work is yet to be begun. — The Rev. 
Alexander Campbell, of Si. Andrew's, in the same island^ had 
begun to assemble and instruct the slaves, but before he had 
proceeded far with this plan, he found that it was regarded 
by some as an innovation of questionable utility, and he 
thought it wiser to defer the prosecution of it J" In this parish, 
iieverthelesSj, about 2,000 slaves were baptized inl8i5, 181(>, 
and 1817.— -The Rev. J. H. Wahvys, of Nevis, represents it as 
an utterly hopeless attempt in !he clergy to instruct the Negroes 
under present circumstances. 

Stiii more in point is the testimony of the Rev. T. Cooper, 
as given in ** Negro Slavery." In the pa,rish of Hanover, in 
Jamaica, where he resided, 5,773 slaves had been baptized 
from 1814 to the 28th June 1817, yet in that parish there was 
no catechizing of the Negroes. Both the rector and curate 
said they were of no use to the slaves, and Mr, Cooper thought 
it impossible they should, " I have been present," he adds, 
more than once, at the christening of two or three hundred 
of them, and repeatedly conversed with them. Need I say, 
that the whole is a solemn mockery "? No effort is made to 
prepare them for the ceremony or to enforce its design." 

But;, independently of these direct and unimpeachable tes- 
timonies to the painful degradation of Christianity, and of its 
institutions, which is involved in the wholesale baptisms 
boasted of in Jamaica, is it not plain, on other grounds, that 
they are intended not for the spiritual benefit of the slave, 
but for popular eflect in England ? They have water sprinkled 
on them, in some cases, by hundreds at a time, and have 
Christian names given them; but do they thusbecomeChristians? 
The local authorities tell us so. But does the conduct of tiiose 
authorities shew that they think so? These Christians, so 
called, are denied the Christian Sabbath : they are denied also 
the marriage tie: they are permitted, nay, they are almost 
forced, by the policy or neglect of the very men who are eager 
to swell the list of baptisms, to live in a state of fornication 
and promiscuous concubinage. Is not this to play the farce of 
Christianity 1^, What must these baptized heiithcas think of 
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the religious principles and feelingSj we will not say of their 
snasters, but eveo of Iheir pastors, who gravely performed this 
sacred initiatory rite, requiring, in its very terms, of all adults at 
least, and in the case of children of their sponsors, a knowledge 
of Christian truth, repentance, faith in the Gospel, and obedience 
to the Divine commands ? What, we say, must they think of 
these ciergymenv who, while they professed to admit them into 
the holy church of Christ, knew thatthey were living at the very 
time, and that they would continue to live, in the regular dis- 
regard of every religious institution, and in the open profana- 
lion of the Sabbath ; and that they were wallowing, and would 
continue to wallow, in the very mire of impurity 1 

But it will be said, that this is an exaggerated picture, as 
marriage has increased among the slaves in Jamaica. Returns 
have been made to the House of Commons, by which it would 
appear that in the last fourteen years 3,506 legal marriages 
had been celebrated between slaves in that island. Sir G» 
Rose assumes Ibis statement to be correct. It appears*" he 
observes, ** after all that has been justly said of that colony, 
it may be called a temple of Hymen, when compared with our 
other West»]ndian settlements,''— in all of which put together 
not a dozen legal marriages of slaves appear to have been 
celebrated in the same long period. 

Now, the first thing to be observed in this return of mar- 
riages is, that, small as is their number (about 250 annually in 
a population of 340,000), they are almost xvholly confined to 
parishes where the Methodists have formed establishments.*' 
Many of the other parishes, and among them some of those 
where wholesale baptisms have been most numerous (Hanover, 
for example), have not a single marriage of slaves to exhibit. 
The authorities, therefore, who furnished this return, ought to 
have told us how many of these 3,598 marriages were per- 
formed by the regular clergy ; or whether the whole were Me- 
thodist marriages, and of course not legal or binding marriages. 
At the same time, we are not aware that the mere circumstance 
of the ceremony having been performed by a clergyman, would 
make that a legal and binding marriage which has no sanction 
in law, and no protection from it. 

The authorities in the other islands are much more open and 
explicit in their statements. In Trinidad, the marriagi's of 
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slaves arc said in tliirteeiti years to have bc-eji three; in Nevis. 
TortoSa, St, Chnslo]>her's, Demarara, Berbice, Tobago, An- 
tigua, Moiitsenat, BarbadoeSj St. Vinceet's, Grenada, aod 
Dominica (with the exception of sixty m ayriages stated to have 
been celebrated in the Roman Catholic church) the return is 
absohitely none ! ! Now as so some of these isiands, and espe- 
cially in Tortola, St. Christopher*s, St. Vincent's, Antigua, &c» 
the Methodists have obtained a large number of converts; and 
as they require of their converts to abstain from polygamy and 
promiscuousconcubioage, and to enter iiato a Solemn engagement 
to live together as man and wife; if such engagements could 
have been regarded as legal marriages, %ve should have liad the 
list of such marriages, instead of being returned nil, boasting 
a much larger proportion than even Jamaica itself. 

The clergymen of Grenada are very candid on this point.— 
The legal solemniisation of marriage between slaves in this 
island," says the Eev. Mr. Nash, ** is a thing unheard -of> 
(unheard of!); and if I might presume to offer my sentiments, 
would, in their present state of imperfect civilization, lead to no 
beneficial result/' We should be glad to know from Mr. Nash, 
in what part of the world, however rude and uncivilized, exr 
ccpt in the West Indies, marriage does not prevail, and produce 
beneficial results. Can he point out any results which could 
flow from it which are half so bad as those which attend the 
present system of brutified concubinage! ? He thinks he can; 
for he goes on, in a strain . of disgusting sentimentalism 
(disgusting, when so employed), to give us his rfcasons for so 
extraordinary an opinion from the pen of a Christian minister. 
** Their affection for each other," he says, " if afl^ection it 
can be called, is capricious and short-lived : restraint would 
hasten its extinction,* and unity without harmony is mutual 
torment!" These absurd and ludicrous reasons would be 
equally valid for getting rid of the marriage-tie in England as 
in the West Indies. 

To the other two clergymen of Grenada, Mr. Macmahon and 
Mr. Webster, NO application had ever been made to marrj 
slaves. Neither Mr. Macmahon, during his ministry of thirty- 
seven years in English colonies, nor Mr. Webster, during his 
incumbency of twelve years, had ever heard of suck a thing. In 
the opinion of the latter, " the slaves appear to prefer a state 



of concubinage, from which they disengage themselves at miV^ 
Doubtless, oiany even aniong ourselves would be of the same 
rnind, if the laws would allow them to iadulgc their natwrai pro- 
peosities,, 

The clergymen of Antigua write in a similar strain. The 
Rev. Mr. Coull states, that for forty-three years, during which 
lie had been rector of St. George's, no one had ever applied 
to him to marry slaves but in one instavice, and with that 
application he did not comply. He states incidentally, that there 
is a penalty of 50/. for marrying a free person to a slave. This 
law should be called for. — Mr, Harman, the rector of St. John 
and St. Paul, observes, that there is not any such occurrence as 
the marriage of slaves on record in either parish, such marriage 
" having been invariably considered as iliegaU* ** Nor is it 
easy," he adds, " to conceive how so solemn and binding a con- 
tract can possibly be entered into by persons who are not free 
agents." Mr. Harman seems not to have been aware that the 
villeins in England married, and wete protected in their connu- 
bial riarhts : and that the Negrro slaves in the Portuguese and 
Spanish colonies, and the slaves in Malabar — in short, in all 
parts of the world, with the exception of the West Indies-— 
en joy the same privileges. 

The Rev. W. T. Austen, a minister of the Church of England 
officiating in Demarara, states that the marriages of slaves is a 
thing unheard-of in that colony ; and " I humbly conceive (he 
says) " this holy institution to be altogether incompatible with 
the state of slavery, under existing laws and regulations." If 
Mr. Austen be right, not a day should be lost in reforming that 
state, and abolishing all laws and regulations which are incom- 
patible with marriage. Mr. Elliott, a missionary in the same 
colony, observes, that he has united many slaves, with a view to 
promote morality, economy, and domestic happiness — yet the 
marriages solemnized by him are ?iot legal. A similar answer 
is returned by Mr. Davies, another missionary ; and by Mr» 
Browne, a Presbyterian minister in Demarara. 

In the Bahamas, they tell us that the marriages of slaves are 
solemnized by the Methodist missionaries, after their manner of 
formally enjoining them to abide by one woman ; but they make 
fto return of legal marriages between slaves. 

After this general survey of the state of the other West-Iodian 
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colonies in respect to marriage^ we again return to Jamaica, 
and ask, whether there is not the utmost reason to believe that 
the account received thence, and laid on the table of the House 
of Commons, as a return of the number of marriages iegcufy 
solemnized between slaves since the 1st of January 1808," is 
made up, in great part at least, of marriages that were mt legale 
in the usual meaning of that term. We think it incumbent on 
Parliament to put this point beyond all doubt, by requiring 
from the Rectors of the diiferent parishes in Jamaica^ cei'tijied 
7'eiurns from the parochial registries of all marriages legally 
solemnized in that island since the year 1808; together with a 
copy of the law by which the 3,596 marriages, which have taken 
place there, have been rendered legal marriages, as asserted m 
the return already received. It cannot be that the authorities of 
Jamaica should have condescended to shelter themselves from 
obloquy under the wing of the despised and slandered and per- 
secuted Methodists, whose very chapel at Kingston was indicted 
in 1790 as a nuisance ; whose missionaries in 1807 were made 
liable to a fine of 20/. for every slave proved to have been in 
their houses, chapels, or conventicles, for the purpose of attend- 
ing their instructions ; and even fo public floggings, hard laboujr 
in the workhouse, and imprisonment in the common gaol 
(which last punishment three of them actually endured), mere- 
ly for attempting the instruction of the slaves. " The perse- 
cution in Jamaica in 1807, obliged us," says Mr. Gslgras, 
" to put away 500 innocenl slaves from our society ; for we 
were liable to a fijie of ^0/. for each Negro we instructed, and 
they to punishment for attending. The chapels and meeting- 
houses were shut, while I and my wife were in the common gaol 
of Kingston ; and when I came out, and began preaching on 
the restricted plan, I was obliged to appoint six door-keepers 
to prevent the slaves from entering the chapel and violating the 
law. They would, however, come in their leisure time, and stand 
outside. They would not, to use their own words, * make 
Massa again to go to gaol : me no go in chapel, but me hear 
at door and window.' We beheld them, and wept, but could 
say nothing." 

See, iot much valuable and authentic information on this and 
kindred subjects, " Watsons Defence of the Methodist Missions 
in the West Indies," published in 1817, for Blanshard,, City Eoad, 
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" I do not believe f however confidrntly it may have been asserted^ 
that the tvliip h ^md as a stimulant to labour it is ratlm" 
** a badge qfanthorily than an insfrument of coercion,''^ (p. 56.) 

Nothing in the whole course of the debate surprised us inore 
thaii this statement of Mr. Ellis. It proves most incontesti- 
bly the gross deception which is practised upon absent pro- 
prietors, and the consequent ignorance in which they are kept 
of the real nature of coknial bondage. If the whip be not the 
stimulant to labour in Jamaica, what is ? No man, who knows 
any thing of human nature, will believe that the Negroes will 
labour day after day, and from day-break till night-fall, in a 
tropical climate, where, according to the report of the Jamaica 
Assembly of 1816, the labour of twelve or thirteen days in the 
year will abundantly supply all their wants, without some stimu* 
iant. Is it from pure love to their masters that they sumbit to 
perpetual and uncompensated toil ? Or what is their motive ? 
Men do not usually toil for others without a motive to stimulate 
them. In this country the stimulant is wages : what is it on 
Mr. Ellis's Jamaica estate ? What was it when he himself was 
upon the spot ? Does he really mean gravely to assert that the 
Neg roes in Jamaica are not driven to their work by the whip 1 
We; on the contrary, are perfectly ready to produce proof 
that the whip «s the stimulant, almost the only stimulant, to 
labour in Jamaica. The cart-whip — its presence, its dread:, 
its actual infliction-~we maintain, and (wc repeat it) are pei- 
fectly ready to prove, is the grand ^nd governing motive to 
exertion apsong the slaves in that island. 

Hear what Dr. Williamson, a prophet bf their own, says on 
ihm point. He lived fourteen years in Jamaica. He was there 
at the very time that Mr. Ellis was there. Though no planter, 
he is as solicitous as Mr. Eliis himself can be, to paint the West- 
Indian system in favourable colours— -yet hear what he says. 

** Opinions have been given, that it would be well to do away 
the possession of a large heavy whip from the driver s hands ; 



aiid, whether we consider tlie frighiful soujid wliich readies our 
ears every minute in passing' through estates l>y the crack of 
the lash, or the power with which drivers are provided to exer- 
cise punishment, it would be desirable that such a weapon of 
arbitrary and unjust authority were lakeo from them. It is at 
present customary to crack the whip to turn out the gangs at 
stated hours to the field. When a Negro seems to be tardy at 
his work, the driver souisds the lash near him, orletshirsi feel it, 
as he thinks proper." From all this the f* impression made 
upon the passenger, who is probably a stranger/^ (residents of 
course are used to if), " is horrible indeed." Vol. iii p. 222, 

Another witness cited in " Negro Slavery'^ (p. il?)? says, thai 
in 1822 the slaves on the estate were constantly attended 
by drivers with carfc or cattle whips, which they were in the 
habit of using as here carmen use their whips on horses," 

The Rev. Mr. Cooper states, in the same work (p. 47, xScc.) 
" The gangs always work before the whip, which is a very 
weighty and powerful instrument. The driver has it always iis 
his hand, and drives the Negroes, men and women, without 
distinction, as he would drive horses or cattle in a team. Mr* 
Cooper does not say that he is always using Ihe whip; but it is 
known to be always presept, and ready to be applied to the 
back or shoulders of any who flag at their work or lag behind 
in the line*" . 

Mr. Stewart, in his recent work on Jamaica, conUrm^ this 
representation in an incidental, but not the less satisfactory, 
manner. Speaking of the severe disappointment which a young 
man who goes out to Jamaica, full of bright anticipations, en- 
counters on actwally entering on the field of his future labours, 
he obsems, *' a ^ery brief experience dispels the illusion^ and 
shews him I the fallacy of bis hopes. He finds himself placed 
in a line of life where^ to his first conception, every thing 
wears the appearance of barbarity and fjlavish oppression. 
He sees the slaves assenibled in gangs in the fields, and kept 
to their ivorft hy the terror of whips borne by bhich drivers ^ 
certainly not the most gentle of human kind," Ssc. p. 192. 
" Formerly, when slaves could be easily replaced, much oppres- 
sion and a great waste of life was occasioned by what was 
called the pushing system, that is, extracting from the soil as 
much as possible % an over-working of the slaves and even 

z 
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«ow " the chief ambition of too many 5s rather who shall 
make, the largpst crops, &c. than who shall govern the slaves 
placet! wnder their care with the greatest moderation and 
humanity." They do not wei(>h " in their minds the impolicy 
and inhumanity of purchasing a few additional hogsheads of 
siigar at the expense and comfort of the slaves." pp.186, 18B. 

Another work has just made its appearance, published by 
Longman, and entitled "The Jamaica Planter's Guide, by 
Thomas Koughley, nearly twenty yea^s a sugar-planter in 
Jamaica," from which we shall extract a single passage bear- 
ing on this point. "The most important personage in the 
slave population of an estate is the head driver. He is seen 
carrying >vith him the emblems of his rank and dignity,^' viz. 
a staff and whip. ** A bad or indifferent head driver sets 
almost every thing at variance, injures the Negroes, and the 
culture of the land. He is like a cruel blast, that pervades 
every thing and spares nothing. But when he is well-disposed, 
intelligent, clever, and active, he is the life and soul of an 
estate." The author proceeds to give directions for the proper 
choice of a driver, observing, with a ludicrous gravity, ** I may 
€rr, but hope not irretrievably." He then describes him : ** He 
should, in my judgment, he an athletic mmi,*' &c, p. 81. 

It will be observed, that we do not here refer either to the 
Privy Council Report, or to the House of Commons Evidence, 
or to Dr. Pinckard, or to various other sources of information, 
wliieh establish, in the clearest and most irrefragable manner, 
the existence of the driving system in former years ; though, 
unless it can be shewn that some adequate substitute has since 
been found for it, these testimonies are equally conclusive 
as to the present j>v»:ctice. We have contented ourselves with 
adducing written evidence of a very recent date, to which ive 
shall be ready to add much oral testimony, should it be required 
of us to do so. In the mean time we shall only remark, that 
\vhen a West-Indian proprietor has brought himself to believe 
that the whip is no longer used as the stimulant to labour in 
the West Indies, he seems to have reached the nephis ultra of 
delusion. 
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Mr. Ellis says, that " the West Indians will agreii to abolish 
Sunday markets , and to give the Negroes equivalent tifne to 
work in their grounds^ provided the means are afforded of 
employing the Sunday in religious instruction/' (p. 55») 

It is not very obvious why the abolition of Sunday markets, 
and the giving to the slaves a day in which to cultivate their 
grounds in iieu of Sunday, should he made to depend on any 
contingency whatever. It is a thing right in itself, that the pro- 
fane and disgra<;eful custom of making Sunday the niarket-day 
should be abolished. It surely is no less unquestionably right 
in itself, that the Sunday should be given up to the slaves, even 
if it were only for the purpose of repose from labour on one day 
in seven ; to say nothing of the higher uses of the Sabbath. 
Doubtless one of the causes of the non-increase of the slave 
population is the want of a day of rest ; ami while in this way 
the systematic desecration of the Sabbath has tended to the 
injury of the masters' interests, by wasting the strength and 
ruining the health and abridging the lives of the slaves, it has 
operated also, in the mean time, to a proportionate augmenta- 
tion of the quantity of produce thrown into the market, and 
to a consequent depression of its price. The West Indians 
are thus sutFering most severely from their contempt and pro- 
fanation of this sacred institution. Even supposing the Sunday, 
or a part of it, to continue to be voluntarily employed by the 
slave in cultivating his own grounds, he would obviously l/fe a 
great gainer by the arrangement ; for he would ;iO much the 
sooner be enabled to acquire the means of purchasing his free- 
dom, or that of his wife and children. There can exist no 
valid reason for delaying one hour to abolish markets and com- 
pulsory labour on the Sunday, and to give to the slaves equiva- 
lent time for the culture of their grounds on other days. The 
Portuguese and Spanish slaves have 134 days in the year, 
including Sundays, for this purpose, viz. fifty-tv/o Sundays, 
thirty holidays, and a day in each week besides ; while in our 
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hhtuh the tioie given Ibous, exclusive of Sundays, is oof}' (mm 
fourteen to sixtecHj willi the exception of Januiica, into whose 
last slave code a |)rovisi()!5 lias recently been introduced which 
requires that the time ailowed them should lunoiust to twenty- 
six days in the year. 

The resti'ietive condition introdoced . by Mi\ Eiiis in this 
place, as that on which Sunday is to .be given to the Negroesj, 
and equivalent time to, be allowed them for their provision 
groyndsj seems to m inconsistent .with the xepreKseiitation he 
lias made in other parts of his speech, of the anxiety felt by 
the Jamaica Assembly to promote the religious iostr^ciion of 
the slaves, and of the degree in which the doctrines and truths 
of Christianity have • been already inculcated upon tlieni» 
Surely the twenty- one Rectors^ with their twenty-one Ciirates;^ 
aided by the whole body of owners, proprietors, possessors, 
managers, and overseers," put into requisition by the second 
section of the Slave Law of 181G, for the purpose of instruct- 
ing the " slaves in the principles of the Christian Religion, 
whereby to facilitate their conversion,'' if there were any 
efficient object in all this iegislation, might be considered as 
affording sufficient " means of employing the Sunday, when 
given up to the Negroes, in religious instruction," to induce the 

We^st Indians forthwith tin* *^ «o'ref» " Qhol«<!T»n n,^ 

Sunday markets and compulsory Sunday labour^ and to " the 
affording equivalent time to the Negroes to work on their own 
account/' The delay in doing so is inexplicable, if the secoEid 
section of the law of 1816 was meant to be operative, and 
if Hectors or Curates are to have an opportunity of perform- 
ing the functions assigned to them. 

It is said, that to put an end to Sunday labour, &c, till 
means of instruction are provided, would produce tumult and 
disorder: just as if the plantation and colonial police were not 
amply sufficient to repress these ; and as if Sunday markets 
tended to promote sobriety. Give them but the spring of 
hope,— the prospect of freedom by their own exertions, — and 
whatever part of the Sunday the weariness of nature or the 
opportunity of religious instructioji does not engross, will be, in 
general, devoted to far other purposes thaa tumult and disorder. 
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Where does the Tespousibilittf attack for the bad state of momis 
in the West Indies (p, 57.) 

Unquestionably it attaches to the West-Indiau. proprietors. 
Were they not aware of the . prevaiiiog demoralig'^sibrs ? was 
Mr, Ei!!s not aware of it? He was himseif on the spot. , If, they 
were oot^ then what pretesice can they have to demand credit 
for that accuracy of local knowledge .to which^ hi every stage of 
this controversyj they have made such overwhelming preten- 
sions? If they were aware of it, then it behoves them to, e;spiaio 
why they did not attempt to apply a resiiedy.jto thie disorder; 
or^ if this proved to be beyond their power, why they did not 
apply to Parliament for its akU ' The almost iijaiversal preva- 
lence of a state of immorality and liceotiousoess uoparalleled in 
any other part of the world, is now admitted : and what is the 
defence 1 The defence is, that this state has existed so long 
that it cannot now be easily or speedily eradicated,!; In * other 
words, the West-Indian authorities have long been, ssipine ami 
ioactivea Under their eyes, nay, under their .very control!, the 
condition of social life has become so lamentably vicioiis and 
corrupt, that a long time is now required to abate the niii- 
sance. It surely is their fault, that a cure should not have 
been attempted at least, not to say effected, long ago» It 
was, at least, always in their power to have done, what the 
Abolitionists have been uniformly urging them to do for the last 
thirty years : — it was at least in their power to have instituted 
marriage among the slaves, and to have legalized and protected 
that institution : it was in their power to liave abolished Sunday 
markets and Sunday labour s it was in their power to have 
given encouragement, as Sir G. Rose, Mr. Barham, and a few 
others have done, to the teachers of Christianity: it was in 
their power to have inhibited, in their owe agents, that licen- 
tiousness, and those grossnesses of conduct, which, operating 
with all the influence of example, have givea so fatal a blow to 
the interests of morality in the West Indies. In this respect, 
generally speaking, they have done iiotliiiig. The work of 
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moral refoiiM is still lo be conimenced ; aiul yet ihey wish io 
escape fVoiM f.lie resoosisibjliiv wliicti allachcs to so pcvse- 
venog a derellctiors of their clearest asul most unqueslioisable 
obligatboso 

Here, however, it is obvious to remark, that if such b« the 
admitted state of deraoralizatioii in the West Indies; if there 
be truth in Mi\ StewaiVs delineation of that state, as it will be 
foimd above at p. 152 ; if the clear reiterated' teatimooy of 
Di\ WiliiamsoH on this point be not a raalignant fabrication; if 
the other liviog witnesses, adduced so the pamphlet entitled 
Negro Slavery/' have not exposed themselves to convictioo 
and irnfaoiy as false accusers ; then must a state of moral feelisig 
aod moral coudwct exist among the inhabitants of the Wesfc 
indies unprecedented in tlie annals of mankind. Now, will 
it be wise, as has beeo proposed, to conioiit to such men, with- 
out reserve or interference, the present and eternal destinies, 
the temporal, moral, and spiritual interests of 350,000 of his 
Majesty's sisbjectG ? What hope can we have, after such 
appalling delineations, that they will not abuse the most abso- 
lute and uncontrouled dominion wh!i;h the world ever witnessed ; 
or that they may continue to be safely entrusted, not only with 
the delicate task of legislatirsg for their bondsrncn, but witli 
a power of summarily inilicting punishment upon (hem to a 
fearful extent, without being liable to any legal revision or 
responsibility whatever ? 

K. 

The remethj (for the existing state of morals) is not to be 
found m the emancipation of the Negroes (p. 57.) 

No one has said that the specific remedy, for the profligacy 
prevailing among the slaves in the West Indies, is to be found in 
their emancipation. I^is certainly, however, to be found, if at 
all, in direct interference with the discretitm of the local 
authorities, which shall render it impossible to perpetuate the 
present wretched and profligate system. It is to be found in the 



ado}!ssio!i asBOiig the slaves of CSiristiao light; in the abridge- 
ment and effective coritroul of that arbitrary power which lias 
been so much abused ; in givisig the Sabbath to the slaves ; in 
iiLstitutiog marriage among theoi, and absohitely interdietiog 
pqmrations of husband aod wiie ; in educatiEio- their children to 
be the free members of a Christiao comnsunity ; m preseoting 
to their miods a higher motive for exertion ihm the dread of the 
lash ; ill opening to theni a prospect, by iiidiislry and frugality 
and good coodoct, of acquiring the means of piirchasiog their 
freedoiii ; aod in eniployiiig moral and married agetUs to ^^iipeii- 
iiitend thcni. AH these measures co-operatiog together would 
soo« change the moral aspect of society ; the gross vices which 
BOW disligore it would disappear, aod slavery also woiild in no 
long time disappear with it. — " Freedonij if given to the Negroes 
before they are fitted to receive it," it is said, ^* wo.i':!*.! ooly coh 
firm and aggravate" the prevailing iicentioosoessj. Byt surely 
not, if freedom is to be the reward, in the case of adults, of 
patient iodostry^ forethought, frugality, selMeoiai; and if the 
infants are all to be Christianly educated, with a view to the 
enjoyment of their liberty. The very pretence for. delay is thus 
taken away. 



" I not only have no objection to offer, hut, with such Umiited 
means us I possess, I should feel hound to lend my humhh 
support''^ to the extinction of Slavery so to be dCcomplished,^' 
(p. 59.) 

That is to say, To the mode of extinguishing slavery recom- 
mended in the Report of the African Institution published in 
1815, entitled Reasons for establishing a Registry of Sialves 
in the British Colonies," Mr, Ellis has no objection to otFer ; 
on the contrary, he feels himself bound to lend it his humble 
support. This declaration cannot fail to be very gratifying to 
the authors of that calumniated Report, ft will at the same time 
surprise those who recollect how that Report was received, on 
its iirsi appearaisco, by the whole West-Indian body in Eingland 
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of which Mr. Ellis is so respectable and ififluential a member ; 
by all the local West-Indian autlioriticfe ; and by almost every 
West-Indian planter from the Bahamas to Trinidad and Guiana. 
The loud and vehement indignation, the onappeasable resent- 
ment, the torrents of abuse and calumny, which that work called 
into action against its authors, must still be fresh in every one's 
memory. Even the attempt to abolish the Sk¥e Trade did not 
produce half the clamour and violence which followed its pubr 
iication, though it is now deemed, by no mean West-Indian 
authority, to be worthy of his high commendation. But where 
was the voice of the honourable Gentleman in 1816 ? He had 
then a full opportunity of expressing the manly and liberal senti- 
ments which he has now avowed ; and the expression: of them 
would then have been of use in stemming the lide. of passion 
and prejudice by which his iriends were carried away. But 
such has been the fate of every measure of West- Indian reform 
which has hitherto been attempted. It has been opposed in its 
outset and progress, with]a blind ho£itility,'by the 'colonial body ; 
but when the measure, in spite of that hostility, has at' length 
been carried, then, though its promoters may continu^j to be 
reviled as before, the measure itself is sure to be lauded as wise 
and salutary. Thus has it been in respect to the abolition of 
the Slave Trade : thus has it been in respect to the Registry Bill : 
and thus, without doubt, will it soon be in respect to the reforms 
now in agitation. After the usual round of animosity and in- 
vective, of rumours of insurrection and massacre, and of antici- 
pations of irremediable ruin, we shall have the hostilities and 
alarms of West Indiana converted into expressions of unquali- 
fied satisfaction with the very measulres which had provoked 
their resentment, and by which they have been benefited in spite 
of themselves. 

Mr, Stewart, in unison with Mr. Ellis, observes, that *' with 
respect to the general effects of the Slave Registry law, it is 
now found to be not merely harmless, but in some respects 
beneficial, not only to those whose advantage the proposers of 
it had mainly in view, but to the interests of the Whites indi- 
vidually and collectively." p. 240. 

But, notwithstanding the praise which is now bestowed on 
the system of registry, by some of those who a few years ago 
loaded it and its authors with every expression of vituperation 
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which the English language could supply, let it not be supposed 
that that system has been brought into reaUiving efficacy in our 
West-Indian islands, -it exists^ there in ititle move than in name, 
so far as respects the main ends which were contemplated fey 
it. Had the case been otherwise; had the principles recom» 
mended in the Report of the African Institution, and so highly 
eulogized by Mr, Ellis, beea really acted upon by the West- 
Indian legislatures, there might have been less necessity than 
there now obviously is for the proposed interference with the 
state of colonial bondage. The Registry Acts passed by those 
legislaturies fully verify the antioipation of that Report (p« 107), 
" that the work, if left to them, would not be done that the 
fruit of their labours •* would be no better than ostensible and 
impotent laws and that " the system would be made perhaps 
a cover for those very frauds which it was designed to prevent.'^ 
For the proof of this we refer to another Report of the same 
Institution, published in 1S20, and entitled ** A Review of the 
Colonial Registration Acts." We beg also to refer our readers, 
for a further elucidation of this important subject, to a speech 
of Mr. Stephen, delivered al the annual meeting of the African 
Institution on the 16th May, 1B23, which, with other able and 
interesting speeches, will be found prefixed to the Seventeenth 
Report of that Society, lately published. 



M. 

" Not one word from that most important of all the islands,*' 

Jamaica, (p. 61.) 

In June 1821, a variety of papers, relative to the population of 
the West Indies, were moved for in the House of Commons* 
Nearly two years elapsed before any part of those papers were 
furnished. On the 4th of March, 1823, there were laid on 
the table of the House Returns from the Colonies of Dominica, 
Grenada, St. Vincfcsit's, Barbadoes, Antigua, Tobago, Demarara, 
Berbice, St. Christopher s, Trinidad, and Mauritius. It was 
not till the 14th of May,^ the very day preceding the debate, 
that any returns appeared from Jamaica, Nevis, and the 
Bahamas. Several of these returns are extremely defective, 
especially those from Barbadoes and Jamaica ; and there are 
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eo reiuras at all from St, Lucia, llondiimSj BemuKla, mid the 
Cape of Good Hope Several, of the Jaoiaica returns are only 
from a small proporlioo of the tv/enty-one parishes into wlticli 
the Island is clividtMi The Governor, in transmitting them, 
observes, in a ielter dated' 17th March 1823, ''1 have been 
imwiliimg that aijy further ihhy should take place in ftirnishmg 
these returns, even in their present ioiperfect state/' ■ A similar 
apology is made for a siraiiar deficieiicy in the returns of the 
same island, in the Governor's letter of the 17th x4ug?i§t 1016% 
Agaio, on the 28th Jamiary, 1013, the Governor acquaints the 
Secretary of State^ that, after having allowed abundant time 
for the returns, I do siot feel myself aothori^ed' to delay any 
longer transmitting such as I have received^ although in a very 
ieiperfect and defective shape, -being retorns from only ten 
parishes out of tweoty-one. Again, ia October 1804, the- 
Secretary of State called for various returns from Jamaica, not 
one of which was ever sent. We mention these circumstances, 
among many <>thers, to shew how uniformly ditFicult, if not im- 
possible, it has proved to obtain full and satisfactory information 
of the state of the slave population io. this island. As for the re- 
turns of population recently received thence, being only for six 
parishes out of twenty -one, they are obviously of no utility 
whatever. 



N. 

Observations on the Speech of Sir George Rose, 

We have already expressed the high sense we entertain of the 
manly and most meritorious conduct pursued by Sir George 
Eose. His speech on the present occasion, as well as his 
pamphlet " On couvertiug the Slaves in the West Indies to 
Christianity," do him the highest honour, and entitle him to 
the gratitude of every philanthropist. We apprehend, however, 
that Sir George Rose has been led into some mistakes respecting 
the amount of the fruits of the labours of the Wesleyan Methodist 
missionaries among the slaves in the West Indies. The intrinsic 
value of those labours, it would be impossible for any one to 
estimate more highly than we do. We feel deeply grateful 
to them for the self-denying exertions and sacrifices which they 
have made, in the face of obloquy and persecution, and even 
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of bonds nml imprisonmenl^ for the etcroal weil-being of the 
most contemned and irmired of the human race. If they htid 
not succeeded in ga'ming a single convert, we should still bave 
ranked them vAih the martyrs and confessors of old ; for, like 
them, they have been ready to risk even life/ m the hope of 
benefiting the wretched and perishsEig' Negro, Their syccess^, 
however, has happily beeo considerable, and has been achieved 
iiti the face of obstacles of the most forrsiidabie and dishearten- 
ing description ; and we look forward to elFectsstiii more signal 
from their future efforts. It is important, howeveFs that their 
success, whatever it be, shoold be estimated soberly^ and 
according to their own official returoSj, or %'5?hich we place im- 
plicit reliance, rather thasi according to any more sanguine cal-^ 
culations wlaeh may be drawn 'from less aiitheatic sources. 
We shall beghij therefore, with inserting, as the basis of our 
observationsj. the return of the state ■ of their churches in the 
West Indies which was rnade to the Methodist Conference in 
July 1822, the latest return to whicli we have my access. 
It is as follows, 

ANTIGU A' DISTRICT* 





Whites, 


Coloured & Bla^jk. 


•.TotaL 


Antisfua .ea.. .....<.<. 


40 


4205 


424.5, 




42 

r 


2201 


2303 


St. Eustatisis .... « 


8. 


219 


227 


Tortola cia«a«««ee 


4i 


1959 


2000 


^^[eVlS • o e e 9 » e » * » » » 


27 


. ,1023. ■ 


. 105.0 


St. Bartholomew's 


. 11 
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St Martin's, o««*e 


14, 


103 


- 117 




7 


213 


■ 220 


Dominica ,,,«.«».«.<> 


.9 




442: 


Montserrat ..o * 


2 


33 


, .35 


Total. . 
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ai9 - 
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Trinidad 


,■4 


■ 115 : ■ 


■ -uo 


B^irbadoes • 


IT 


20 


46 


Tobago , •««••«>•• it 


'■-1 


48 


40 




10.. 


, 1312 


1322- 




■ 62 


4712 


■ 4774 
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JAWIAICA PISTEICTo 

Whltea* CQloEred & Black. TotaL 

...... 1 2M 235 



Olil oooaae 

oEtego Bay .-osee* 5 155 



d O c • 



552 598 



Bermuda ee»o«o <,» a '59 

Hayti .ceoeo^s...... — 5^ 5^ 



The total liiimber of persons in the West Indies belonging 
to tb.e Methodist connexion is th'iss TOade to amoimt to SSO 
Whitess and 2^^819 Black and Coloured persons* But as from 
these ought to be deducted their converts in St. Eustatius, St, 
Bartholomew's, St. Martin's, and Hayti, (amounting to So 
Whites, and 692 Black and coloured persons), the correct 
return for the British colonies is 847 Whites, and 
Black and Coloured persons. 

Neither the statements of Sir George KosCg nor those of the 
Methodist Society, afford us any means of ascertaining what 
proportion of the Black and Coloured members consists of 
slaves, and what of free persons. Our own apprehension is, 
that the slaves do not amount to more than half of the whole 
number, that is to say, about 12,000 or 1*3,000 souls. We are 
persuaded we cannot have greatly erred in this estimate. We 
shall foe glad, however, to have it corrected by authority. 

Now, the terms of admission into the Wesleyan Methodist 
societies being very wide and comprehensive, we cannot but 
fear that Sir George Rose's estimate of the numbers substan- 
tially benefited by them is excessivce Into these societies, ac- 
cording to the principles established by Mr. Wesley bimself, 
no one is refused admits ance who professes *^ a real desire to 
save his soul,*' and who, after a brief probationary interval 
(we believe of a few months), ap|)ears to be sincere in that pro- 
fession. It is not very probable^ therefore;^ that tnany of those 
aduUs who feel the beneficial iniSuence of the labours of the 



Methodist Missionaries^ would eoEtinue long widmist tlic pale 
of their conaexioii^j especially as ibere is generally no otlier 
commiinion into whic;li t^^ev can eis&erc 

Thep,5 Si-s to the instruction bestowed m the jonBg, si seems 
to he assiimed tbal the schools established by the. Mcilhadists 
are scliools in whicb the . cliildreii of siMim n.U&ids mid karn 
to read at. leasf^ if mi to write« I^^ however^ we €OESiiIt Mr» 
Eoisg'hky's work, p. 105^ we sliail &rA that the usual state of 
things on ■ plantations is incoTt^patible with such aa idea^ Jk 
there appears to be the customary practice, that the cbildreiij 

afler they pass Eve or six years, should be taken from the 
niirse in the Negro houses, and put 'Undet ike tuition of the 
driveressg who has the conducting of the weeding It 
is best," Mv« Roughley tells .us, thus to send them with 
those of their, own age to associate together m indmti'ious ha- 
bitsJ^ The supple hemd of .the Negro child is best ca!cii« 
lated to extract the weeds and.grass " from the caoes ; " aod the 
addition of a small hoe draws the mold to their support.'* 
" Am experienced Negro woman should be selected to superiri- 
tend this gang of pupils, armed with a pliant^ SEE vice able 
twig^ more to create dread than iafiiet chastisement." Each 
chisd should be provided with a, light hoe/*,, a small kaife^, and 
small basket to carry dung,'* &c.-- These recommendations of 
Mr» Roiighley are evidently meant to be substituted for harsher 
modes of proceeding, such as having a whip, instead of a twig, 
in the hands of the driveress ; but they all imply that the chil» 
dren work in the field from an early age. Now, such a system 
as this is evidently irrecoiicileable with the supposition of She 
attendance of slave children a;t school, during the week : and, 
in point of fact, we believe that slave children do not so attfend, 
m Jamaica, for the purpose of learning to read. Here again 
we are without a^y precise pffidal information/ We have^ how- 
everj the clear testimony of the Eev. Mf« Cooper, (iVe^ro S/^o 
mry^ p. 42)^ that the >* slaves in Jamaica are scarcely ever 
taught to read." And a circumstance has recently come to our 
knowledge, which seems to be decisive of the question, at least 
atf, it respects Jamaica : it is this — ^ 

Thei^e has lately been, formed in that island " a District 
Committee of the Society for promoting Christian Knowledge." 
in the Postcript to the Jamaica Gazette of the llth May 1822, 
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there is a report of the proceediiiiig's of its second qiKiFterfy 
meeihigc At this (only its secc;id> meeting, it transpired that 
already erroneous impressions had gone abroad relative to 
the purposes of the iirKlertakiog, wliicbj if Eot removed 5, were 
likely to impede its success/' " This isieeting, therefore, de» 
dared e-xpliGitly^ that the object of the Jamaica District Com- 
mittee is to promote and ■facilitate the religious and mm-ai im- 
provement of the FKEE POPULATION of the Colony/' a?,id also 
to counteract the influence of infidelity promulgated by young 
persoiis returned from edsication in Europe. And they resolv- 
ed, " That the religiotts instruction of the slam -population^ 
thoygh regarded as an -object of the highest importance^ yet 
beisjg already io the hands of the legislatore, ENTEks NOT into 
ihe vieivs of this association-p except in so far as the improve- 
iJient of that class may be coofidently anticipated as the natural 
result of the increase of reiigioMS knowledge, good principleSj 
and exemplary conduct in the casts above tkemj^ 

But, if such be the avowed purpose of what may be pre- 
BUE'sed to be the best part of die White.commiinity of Jamaica; 
mid if it be necessary for the. members of a society composed, 
as this is, of the chief local authorities of the islaud, themselves 
slave- holderSj to allay, by the open renunciation of any design 
to promote the education of slaves^ the genera! alarm which 
their Prospectus had produced; can we believe that .the 

j3u»|.vcc.tciii ixuxx laiaiiuatcu i?AC4.mjuiSa, imaSiuisaaico wvttiu we per- 
mitted to carry the education of the slaves beyond merely oral 
instruction ? In point of fact, we are assured that they are not 
permitted to do so. 

On all these points, however, it will be easy to ascertain the 
jrea! facts of the case. In order to do so, returns should be 
obtained, specifying the number of persons in each island united 
ill the Methodist societies, distinguishing them into Whites^, 
Free Black and Coloured Eeraons, and Slaves ; marking, too, the 
gradations of colour in the free ; and with respect to the slaves, 
whether they are personal or plantation slaves. If the names 
of the owners and plantations were also given, it would add to 
the value of the informatjon. Then, with respect to schools, it 
would be necessary to state of each, whether it was a Sunday 
or week-day school ; by how many of each of the diiferent 
classes mentioned above^ it was attended ; what mdi of these 
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classes was taught ; wlietlier th&y wer.e merely catecbigedy or 
tSLiigki also to read i md what progress ihey were permitted 
to make iis jeadiiig. It would be .satisfactory to. know Isow 
many slaves, whether .children or adoltSj in each of the islaodsj, 
have been .so instructed as, to be able to- read iotellig'ibly a 
chapter in the Bible (as for writingp it is wholly out of the. 
question) ; and we shall be sorp.rided to .find that there are ten 
plantation slaves, in the whole island of Jamaica^ who have 
acquired even this degree of education by the means of Methodist 
or any other tuition. It would also be well to ascertain how 
oiany of the piantation slaveSj, taught to read, are the chiidrert 
of the attorneys overseer,' book-keeper, or other White servant 
of the estate ; how many are Black, and how many Coloured j 
and also, in the case of their attending Sunday schools, how their 
provision-gTounds are cultivated in the mean time^ It is obvious, 
thatp lf children of live years of age can be made to work re- 
gularly under a driveress weeding canes, carrying out maoorej 
&Ca they may be made useful also by their parents in planting 
and weeding the yarns and corn, the eddoes and cassada, which 
are to sustain them. 

Under these circuRistanceS;, and with these impi^essions. Sir 
George Rose wili uo longer be surprised that we should have 
spoken v/ith more reserve _oi! this subject than his oiore san- 
guine estimate would seem to justify* We have been without 
information that is precise and tangible, and therefore we have 
expressed ourselves In general and cautious terms in speaking 
of the extent of good actually done among the slaves ; but 
we shall be most happy to proclaim it aloud when we are 
furnished with the means of doing so. 

We think it right to add, that, all things considered, the 
University of Cambridge do not appear to us to have erred 
greatly m declaring^ thatj among the slaves, " religious instruc- 
tion was nearly precluded." They seem to be fortified in this 
statement by the Report of the Jamaica District Committee of 
the Society for proriioting Christian Knowledge, which vt^e have 
quoted : and as for the praise-worthy exertions of the Metho- 
dists, and their gratifying successj, so remarkably evinced in 
the case of Sir G. Rose's own estates, they only serve to 
render the surrounding supineness and darkness more visible 
opprobrious. 

We have certainly seen nothing, in any documents which we 
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liave had m opportmsiily of cojisulting-— and we have sought 
eagerlj for aiitbeiitic hifor^atiosv on the subject from all <rmar- 
ters— tO' lead iis to suppose ihat there are at tbis momeiat 
'^^ 100,000 slaves under Christian iastruction" in the ¥/est 
Indies^ or that the Methodists have access " to a third of the 
estates in Jamaica." At the same time, we greatly rejoice to 
observe thit degree in which they have s?icceeded in abating 
the deep-rooted prejudices which have been eoteitaioed against 
theme 




We are sorry that we have not been able to procure a more 
accurate and detailed report of Mr„ Bkight's speech. The 
reporter's sketch of it was sent to him, and returned without 
alteration, in the exact state in which it now appears. We 
were unwilling to alter it ourselves. The lirst part of it 
which requires any observation is 

A Charge of Inaccuracy against Mr. Wilherforce, 

The passage in Mr. Wilberforce's *^ Appeal" on which Mr. 
Bright auirnadverts, is the foUowsng, " Can it be conceived 
possible, that, even since the mitigation of Slavery was recom- 
mended from the Throne, in- consequence of addresses from 
Parliament, several of the Colonial Legislatures hai?e for the 
iirst time imposed, and others have greatly augmented, the 
fines to be paid into their treasuries on the enfranchising of 
slaves, so that in some colonies they amount nearly to an 
entire prohibition?'* p, 42. 

This statement, Mr. Bright says, is proved " by the returns 
on the table" to be ** without the shadow of a foundation.*' 
(p. 10,) 

The returns, however, to which Mr. Bright refers were laid 
on the table and ordered to be printed only on the 4th March 
iB23, some time after Mi\ Wilberforce's Appeal had been pub- 
lished, and they were not in the hands of members until the 
latter end of April. Of the changes, therefore, whatever they 
were, which were indicated by these returns^ neither Mr. 
Wilberforce nor the author of ** Negro Slavery," whom this 
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eiiarge also affects, liad tfse oieans of kuowiog: aoy thing, tmtll 
their prorluetions had 'already been .widely eis-csiktecL Tfie 
charge of uniacurncy therefore^ as far as it depends mi a 
koowledgc-of those retoras, cmi m sio degree apply to them. 
Let iiSj fiowever, exaiBiiie the facts of the case more closely^ 
as they respect the different colonies. 

I, B/iiiBABOES.-— On the 12th July 1015, the House of 
Commons called for all laws enacted in any of the colonies 
relative to " the protection or good goverament of slaves since 
the year 1788." The retoros to this motion were laid on tlie 
table and ordered to be printed on the 5th April 18 !((>, Among 
them is an Act of the Barbadoes legislature, dated 12t!i May 
180 1 3 wbichj after reciting that the fine then payable on the 
siiamimission of a slave was 50/. currency, enacts that hence~ 
forwards- iastead of 50/., therfe shall be , paid for every female 
slave madnmitted SOOii^ and for every male 200/.; and the 
reasoiK assigned for this augmentation is, that tlie aliniia! allow- 
ance of 4/., to which maaiimitted persons had hitherto beeii 
entitled for their maintenance, ' had become insufficient' for 
that purpose ; and that therefore the annuities should be in- 
creased to 181. for each female, and 121. for eacli male. 

By the papers laid before the House on 4th March 1828, it 
appears that this law had been repealed on the iOth of August 
1816, \vhes2 the fine payable ok maniiYoissiGns was again Mmiied 
to 501.; notwithstanding which, Mr, 'Bright says that Mr. 
Wiiberforce has nnjostly charged tlie Barbadoes legiskture 
with having increased the fines on maauliiissiois, when they had 
only reduced them to their former limit. 

Was it not thew true, as Mr« Wilberforce and the author of 

Negro Slavery" maintained, that the Barbadoes legislature 
had greatly augmented the fines on manumissions subsequently 
to 1797, the period of Mr. Ellis's Address ; augmented thewi no 
less than four times in one case, and six times in the other? 
*^ Ohs but these ^nes were afterwards reduced!" True also; 
but that fact had been improperly concealed from the knowledge 
of Parliament, by those whose duty it was, In obedience to 
his Majesty's cdmmarid, to have communicated it, and from 
whom. al6ne it could be known. We say improperly concealed; 
for on the 22d April 1818; Mr. Wilberforce himself moved for 
copies of all laws passed in any of the coloines since 1812, 

2 B 
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feispeciifig the Slaves, and free Coloisretl population ;. and also 
of all laws parsed m fmfhmnce' of Mr» Paloier's Address^ of 
the 19th June IBI'C?^ for promoting the improvement and bap- 
pjness of the Negroes. To this order the only return made by 
Barbadoes is ao Act dated 2d December 1817, entitled Aw 
Act to repeal part of an Act intituled * An Act for governing 
of Negroes/ aisd for building aod regulating a new cage 
a oew cagej that is to say, for holding Negroes! 

Now if Mfc Wiiberforce ■ was ignorant of what had passed 
m Barbadoes, whose was the fault; his, who had called for 
ioforraatioos or the local authorities of Barbadoes, who, whik 
they Bmde a shew of granting it, did- in fact withhold it? 
In all fah-ness, therefore, he coold not be blamed for supposing 
the Act of 1801 to he still in full force. 

Bist if we examine these recent returns, to the consideration 
of which we have been thus invited, we shall iind much light 
thrown on the whole of this inaportant sybject. From them 
we learn that the number of manumissions which had taken 
place in Barbadoes, for about fourteen years prior to the 30th 
September 1821^ was 1112 i of who-m about 1000 were manu- 
mitted previous to .the T-eduction of the tax ip. August 1B16, and 
about 700 afterwards. Of the former number, however, only 
15 bad paid the i^z ; the rest having, obtained their freedom 
without any payment. Are we to attribute this immunity to 
the liberal policy or the generous forbearance of the Barbadian 
authorities ? By no means. Mr, Husbands, the secretary of 
the Island, gives a more just account of the matter. During 
the period from 1808 to 1B16, he tells us, "only fifteen 
persons were manumitted according to the colonial law : " that 
is to say, only fifteen manumissions paid the enormous tax 
which the Act of 1801 had imposed upon them. " The re- 
maining number," he goes on to say, have been enfranchised 
by persons in England, who have there granted manumissions to 
slaves conveyed to them for that purpose ; which manumissions, 
being proved before some Mayor, or other proper constituted 
authority, are sent here, and, on being recorded, are allowed 
to be valid. These last manumissions are effected at a very 
trifling expense." The main object of the Barbadoes legis^ 
lature in imposing such heavy fines was doubtless to preveiit 
I he increase of the free Black and Coloured popu!ation--«a 
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sorosise which is confirraed by fche higher tax levied on feiiialcSs 
Unrougli whom alooe freedom could he propagaiedj ilmn on 
iiiales. Befc they overshot their mark. The exorbitancy of the 
impost iiaturaiij led to evasion ; mid the ingesiisity of bene™ 
^oleme appears to have elFeetually trlMraphed over the uiifeeU 
mg and sordid policy which thm aioised to - restrain ma5iii« 
missions ; so that their nomber was. probably increased by the 
wry means which were intended to produce a coMt»*ary residto 
It was doubtless, therefore, the complete failsire of this 
isieasore of prohibition,' which iodticed its repealj and oot 
any wish to facilitate maiiixmissions. It was felt that the 
smaller tax would be more likely to be paid" than the large ooe j 
the former mjght not exceed the expense and -troiible of 
procuring enfranchisement by a conveyance of thc'slave to a 
friend in England . Accordingly,, while- of aboist 1000, who 
were emaiicipated during the operation of the hea'/y fines, only 
*15 paid them; of about 700, who ha^e been enfranchisi^d since 
their repeal, 250 have paid the smaller fine. Out of 1713 cases 
of manumission, therefore, the Island tax has been paid only 
on 265 : the remaining 1448 have entirely escaped it. And had 
not the means been found of evading the higher tax, and thiss 
obliging the legislature to lower it, it is more than probable 
that not a twentieth part of the manumissions would have 
taken place which have actually been cifected. The inOueiice 
of high fines iis obstructing manumissions will be conclusively 
shewn in the course of this note. 

The reason alleged, however, for having imposed these ex- 
orbitant lines on manumission, is one of humanity. ThefineSs 
it is said, are turned into annuities for the maintenance of the 
manumitted persons, "The lines of 300/. and 200/.,'* Mr, 
Flusbands tells us, " entitled the persons manumitted under 
them, the one to an annuity of 18/,, and the other to 12/.; and 
the fine of 50/, to an annuity of 4/. during their natural lives.'* 
It will be well to call for a return of the payments which have 
actually been made under this title since 1B08, specifying the 
name, age, sex, and residence of the parties. It will be well 
also to ascertain, by a specific return, how many of the 144B 
persons manumitted, since 1808, without the payment of any 
fine, and therefore, we presume, without any iii?/e to the an* 
auity which the Act of 1801 intimates to be indispensable to 



ihak mu'mienimce^ are now in waiU^ -aofl iis lije receipt, aod 
to what amoi5?it, of puljlic chmiiy. And if, it he true that 
eiifraoehised persons absolotely require t"b.ese aoowities for their 
sypportj what muni be ihe distress and misery of their ou- 
merous progeoy, bom free, who have oo such resource ; the 
annuities lasting oiily during' the uatural lives of the.eofraochised 
individuals? Besides^ why should women require so BiMch 
more for tlieir maiofeoance Hiao oien ? Ag'aio : it is somewhat 
renia,t'liaWe, tha.t /.it ;>should have been all at once discovered 
that fe increa^.ei? ■price of the necessaries of life had been 
sisf!h.';?.6 to ■ re'^'uii'e;- (for such is the. statement in the Act of 
I.SOj.y m .hicrease of the annuity to four or five times its former 
amount. And had prices sunk again to their old standard in 

.1B16? We shall probably learn , this when the repealing 
stat?iite shall have been produced: at present the whole subject 

r is involved in mystery, from which nothing but clear and pre- 
cise returns can free it. So much for Barbadoes. 

•2. St. Christopher's. — By an Act of this island, dated 
19th July 1802, and entitled " An Act for regulating the 
manumission of slaves," and which is contained in Ihe House 
of Commons papers printed 5th April ISiO^ it is provided, that 
lio manwmissioiis shall take placeg in the case of slaves natives 
of the island, or resident in it for two yearss but on the pay- 
ment of a line of tiOiil. ; and in the case of slaves not natives 
or resident, but on the payment of 1000/. ; ?mle®s an Act of 

. the legislature shall have passed for that special purpose. Here 
again, therefore, Mr. Wilberforce's statement is correct. And 
though returns of all laws respecting Negroeis have since been 
called for, from this as well as from all the other islands, no 
Act of the St. Christopher's legislature has yet been produced, 
which repeals or modifies the Manumiasiori Act of 1802. In 
the population returnsj, however, printed by the House of 
Commons March 4, 1823, Mr. Garnet, the Registrar of Deeds, 
certifies, " that there has been no tax laid, or fine imposed or 
paid, in the island, for the time aforesaid," (that is, from J$s08 to 
1B21), " on the manumission of slaves; and that! am not aware 
of any existing law of the said island for that time requiring 
it." Has, then, the law of 1802 been repealed ? There cer- 
tainly has been no aotification to that elFect. Or have the 553 
raanomissions, which have taken place in StXhristopher's since 
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1B08, hec.n ohtmned throsisgb the niediuoi of legislaLve acta't 
Ami wbai has bceo the expense of those acts '? And if tlie 
legislature has permitted these maoiamissions without the paj^ 
ment of any tax, it woaid indicate at least ilmt they did imi 
apprehend any evil effect. ii2 the way of poblic burdens to arise 
horn them. It is also importaofc to kmow how many applica- 
tions for.maiiomissioii had beeo refused, by the kgisiatore of 
St. Christopher's. 

In the other Leeward Islands— namely Antigua, P*! oiitserraf.j 
Nevis, and Tortoia— aod aiso in the Bahamas and Trinidad^ mo 
taxes at any time have been imposed op inaniioiissions. The 
liberal conduct of these colonies, however, renders the con- 
trary course in other colonies only the more indefeiasibie, while 
it invalidates- the plea for their imposition,- arising from a pru- 
dent care to protect the public from eventual burdens. 

S3. G REN ABA, — In December 1797, about six months after 
Mr. Ellis had moved that address in the House of Commons 
to v5/hich Mr. Wilberforce alludes , in the passage censured by 
Mr. Bright, the Grenada legislature imposed a tax of 190L 
for each slave manunjitted ; this tax beiog necessary, among 
other reasons for the measure, ** to discourage the too frequent 
and indiscriminate manumission of slaves." . Here again Mr- 
Wilberforce^s statement is Derfectly correct. But. then, it will 
be said, the tax has been repealed, and he ought to have 
known it. It was, however, impossible, for hira to have known 
it, no return having been made of its repeal, although Parlia- 
ment had called for a return of all such laws, ; and the fact 
being now known only from an incidental notice of it in the 
returns which were printed subsequently to the pubiscatioa of 
his pamphlet. 

These returns, hov^rever, furnish a most iraportant fact. 
During seven years, in which the tax was levied (namely, from 
1808 to 1814 inclusive), the manumissions amounted only to 74, 
or about 10 in a year. During the succeeding seven years, in 
which no tax has been levied, the number of manumissions has 
amounted to 629, or about 90 in ea^h year on the average. 
Can there be a stronger proof of the mischievous effects of 
such a tax ? 

The legislation of Grenada supplies us with another strik- 
ing fact on this subject* When the fme of 100^, was first 
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ioiposed;, irilW, it was eoacted, that every person maffmmitted 
shoold be eiiSitled to receive Wl a ^^ear for life. Iii ' iliQ year 
1B06, however, tliougii the tax of 100/c v/m con tinned, th^ 
dause giving the annuity of loL was expressly repealed, Mid 
that without the assigonieot of a slogie reason. The pretext 
issualiy advanced for imposing a tax afc all was thus shewn to 
be groundless : the tax was continued, hnt it was expressly 
directed not to be applied to the support of the iiiaoumitted 
individual. Both these Acts may be seen in the Parliamentary 
papers printed 5th April 1816, pp, *74, 75o 

4. STo Vincent's.-— This island has always been one of the 
most backward in making returns to Parliament j and the history 
of its legislation is therefore more defective than that of most of 
the other islandso A fine of 100/. on each manumission, which 
had been imposed by its legislatures was repealed, it seems, in 
September 1820, and was only notified to the House of Com- 
mons in March,JB2S, after Mr. 'Wilberforce had published his 
Appeal. When the tax was first imposed does not appear, 
but it is believed to have been in 1198, thus agreeing with Mr. 
Wiiberforce's statement. The effect of this repeal appears to 
have been an immediate increase in the number of manumis- 
sions. The whole number, in about fourteen years prior to 
Septetiiber 18zi was 4?j0 : the number in the iirsi nine months 
of 1821 was 99. Prior to that time it proceeded at the rate 
of only 25 or 26 annually., 

5. Tobago.— On the 19th October 1814, a tax of 100/. 
was imposed by the Tobago legislature on each manumission^ 
110 tax having been previously payable. This is an additional 
proof of the correctness of Mr. Wiiberforce's statement. There 
is no notification of its repeal, although Mr. Bright assumes 
that it has been repealed. It is remarkable, that previous to 
the imposition of this tax the average number of manumis- 
sions annually was about thirty-six, 251 having been manu- 
mitted in seven years. After the tax was imposed, that num- 
ber decreased very considerably. In 1815 the number was 
four; in 1810, three; in 1817? eight ; !nl818,one; in 18!0, 
six ; and in 1820, four. In 1821, twenty had been manumitted 
in the first nine months, which leads to a suspicion that the tax 
may have been repealed, but nothing is stated to that effect. 

6. DoMiNiCAo—- Previous to 1810 the tax oir manumissions 
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m this island was lOOl, The exact date of its io)positioE does 
not appeaFj, hut it is believed to Iia^e been tlie same witb that, 
of Greoada. Id. June 1810, it was redueecl to WL I03», osi 
native slaves, or slaves origifiaily imported from Africa^ aod 
on oiherso Previous to 18 10^ us^der the operation of tlie 
heavier tax, niasmmissioii appears So have proceeded at the very 
slow rate of about seven aoniially,: from the time of its beitig 
reduced, the manumissions have proceeded in a teiifold j*atio ; 
at the rate, that is to say, of about 75 annually,; 819 haying 
been eofraischised in eleven years. But it is not, very obvious 
why even the tax of 16L iOs« and 33^.. should still, be continued. 
The reason giveo by the legislature of Domisiica for redueing 
the tax in IBIO, was, not to encourage maaumissionsj .but 
because the' former Act had been found inadequate to the 
purposes for which it vi^as passed, asid the provisions thereof 
liave been evaded, to the great detriment of the revenue of 
tliw island" We presume „the persons in Dominica who wished 
to manumit their slaves, had discovered some equally effectual 
mode of evading this cruel tax with that which had been dis- 
covered in Barbadoes. The Dominica Act wiii be found in the 
papers of 5th April 1 816» 
7. Bermuda.— In the same papers there is an Act of the 

of Mr* Wilberforce*s statement), expressly to prevent '' ** the 
rapid increase of free Negroes and free Persons of Colour;" 
the provisions of which are wantonly severe. No owner is 
permitted to enfranchise a slave of " forty years of age or 
under," except on condition of such slave's quitting the islands 
within three months ; and if he should return to them, he shall 
be seized, and soM for the public advantage, and transported 
from the islands. For slaves above forty who are manumitted, 
a Ene of 50/. is payable ; and if this fine be not paid, a power 
is given to magistrates of seizing, selling, and shipping off 
the person so manumitted » The same cruel Act ordains, that 
no free Negro, or Person of Colour, shall be capable of ac- 
quiring or being seised of any real estate whatever, under 
penalty of the forfeiture of such estate; nor is he allowed to 
lease a house for a longer term than seveu years. Cau this Act 
have been allowed by the King ? 
B. !n Demaeara, a fine is payable on manumissions. 
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aeiooetiiig to from 200 to SOO guilders. Its efect in restraiB- 
ing maimiBissiovis ' appears "to be very considerable, as m tliat 
colony, contaiiiing abomt 80,000 slaves, the nuBiber of persons 
masiwmitted lias not exceeded the average of thirty -iive an- 
nuailyo Mr. Bright says that the tax has beem reduced or 
abolisfaed m Deniarara : ■ we know oot on what authority he 
states this ; we know of none. 

9. In Berbice the tax is fetili higher thati in Demarara, being 
betweeii 400 and 500 guilders, aod the 'average of manu- 
missions has only been about eleven annually. 

10. In Jamaica, it is true, there is now no tax paid on 
uflsanomission ; but a bond for 100/» is' required, binding the 
party manumitting to the payment of that sum^in-case the 
manumitted slave should become burdensome to the public. 
This, though far better than, a tax, is still a very inconvenient 
provision, and doubtless operates as a powerful restraint on 
iiianumissions. Would it not be much better to pass a general 
Act, which should oiake the property of the person who should 
be guilty of manumitting a slave mala fide, liable to indemnify 
the colony for any expense which might be occasioned by it. 

There are no returns from St. Lucia, or the Cape of Good 
Hope. 

From the above details, several important inferences may be 
drawn. — ■• 

Isti That Mr, Wilberforce was perfectly correct in saying, 
that since the period of Mr. Ellis's Address, in several 
of the colonial legislatures had for the first time imposed, or 
had greatly augmented, the fines on manumissions. 

2d. That his failure in pointing out the variations which had 
subsequently taken place in the colonial laws on this subject, was 
entirely owing to the delinquency of the colonial authorities, in 
not furnishing the information which had been required of them 
by the Crown in consequence of addresses from Parliament. 
" The honourable Member for Bramber," says Mr, Bright, 

seems not to have looked at the returns on the table." When 
the "Appeal" was published, those returns, though called for 
nearly two years before, had not yet been made. 

3d. That fines on manumission, when enforced, are attended 
with most injurious effects in retarding the progress of eafran- 
cliisement. 
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4ih. Thai no coisolervailisig benefit cmi be sisewa to arise from 
iliose iiues which will compensate for so great md obvious an 
eviL If the contrary is asserted^ let retwros be obtamed ham 
all die islands, to shew nut ooiy that the persoos iBaanmitted 
have had the aiiouities, to which they are said to be entitkdj 
l-eg'olarly paid to them ; but that^ in the mimerous iiiistaocss 
where no fine has been exacted j and whercj of courses no arieisitj 
is payable, the manumitted persoos have become a burdeis to 
the pyblic. That they have becosBe bordensome we certainly 
do not believco 



p. 

Ida impute a bad intmtion to the man who put this book 
together J' " i put it to the Mouse whether what is printed in 
this hook, called * I^egro Slavery,' as a fair quotation, is so, 
or such as ought to be promulgated as the real sentiments o f this 
respectable gentleman/' meaning the Rev. Mr. Cooper, (p, 71.) 

This is indeed a serious charge. Its refutation will be found 
in the juxta-position of the passages which are said to be at 
variance. 

A writer in the " Monthly Repository under the signature 
of Euelpisj" had expressed an opinion that the Negroes 
might be converted to Christianity, notwithstanding their pre- 
sent degraded condition. In replying to this writer, in the 
Monthly Repository, No. cciv. p. 752, Mr. Cooper makes the 
following obser_vation» 

** Euelpis has made a quotation from the * Report of the 
Wesleyan Missions,* to shew that there is an estate in Antigua 
upon which * the whip is not needful now,' and another where 

* the sound of the whJp is rarely heard.* This, sir, to a 
Jamaica man, is truly astonishing ; and I can venture to assure 

* Eueipis,' that it the Missionaries can perform such wonders, 
without creating in the minds of the Negroes the hope of 
freedom, they will, on going to Jamaica, meet with the most 
zealous support from the planters of that island, who, I am 
sure, would be glad to throw aside the whip if they saw they 
could do it with safety," 

2 c 
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Tlie pamphlet cdled *^ Megro Slavery *' had beeii giving 
Ml*. Cooper's oral testimony oii the subject; of the driving 
system to' the foHowiog effect : 

"Tlie- gangs always work before the whip, which is a very 
weighty and powerfui- instrument. The driver has it always m 
hi* hand, asid drives' the Negroes, men and woraen, withou#' 
distioction, as he w-oold drive^horses or cattle in a team. Mr. 
Copper' does iirot say thai he is'ialways iisiiig the whip ; hnt. it 
i$ kiiowri to be always present, aiid ready to be applied to aoy 
who Oag at their work or lag behind in the line."— To this sen- 
tence is appended the following jiote : " In one of his printed 
letters, in which he is replying to an objection, Mr. Cooper 
incidentally, but very significantly, remarks, that to a Jamaica 
man it would be truly astonishing to learn that the whip was 
not needed, or that its sound was rarely heard." 

We certainly cannot perceive the slightest discrepancy be- 
tween the two statements ; and as for the concluding lines of 
the quotation frvjoi Mr. Cooper's letter, which stats that the 
Jatnaica planters would be glad to tkrom aside the whip if 
ihep could, and which Mr. Bright complains should have been 
omitted, they would only have given additional confirmation to 
the point which was alone at issuer the existence of the driving 
system 

There can be no more conclusive evidence of the absence 
of all discrepancy between Mr. Cooper's statement and that 
contained in '* Negro Slavery," than this, that Mr. Cooper, 
previous to its publication, saw and approved, not only the par- 
ticular passage which has given occasion to Mr. Bright's impu- 
tation of an evil intention, but every syllable which is there 
inserted under the sanction of his authority. This approbation 
he has again expressed, in the strongest and most unquaiified 
terms, since be has heard what passed in the House of Conn 
mons. Indeed, the quotations from Mr. Cooper's letters might 
have been considerably enlarged, with great advantage to the 
authof's objject. For example : " To my mind," says Mr. C, 

no attempt can be vainer than that to render Negro slavery 
compatible with human happiness/" But we also forbear, and 
shall only refer Mr, Bright to the Monthly Repository, No. 
ccviii. p. 231, &c., for information which may be interesting to 
him, from the pen of the same individual whom he has .justly 
4*eno}T]inated ** this respectable gentleman." 



li is not fair that he (Br. WillsamsoK) skouM he put forward 
m a witness against the planters in ilm Wed Indies.'^ (p, *l h) 

It seems to iss the very perfection of fainiess to try tbe West- 
Indiai'a system by the testimony, not of its avowed eoeraies, but 
of its avowed and zealous friends s wbicli is io fact wb^f 
the .aiithor of Negro Slavery" has done io eitiog Br. Wil- 
liamson. *' The whole result of Dr. Wiiliamsow's opioioBs," 
says Mr. Bright, " is highly favourable to the colonists^ and: to 
their management of the Negroes." Now this is precisely 
what the author of " Negro Slavery " has . s*.atf"d of Dr^, Wil- 
liamson's testimony. " Whenever Dr« Williamsoa speaks in 
general terms, he seems at a loss to find words strong eiiougb 
in which , to eulogize the humanity and tenderness of West-* 
Indian proprietors and overseers.-~Biit..Jet ns come to parti- 
culars—-" &c. p. 56. the workp therefore, as Mr. Sykes -ob- 
served, in his reply to Mr. Bright, ** was quoted expressly as 
being; the work of an adverse witness and on that account its 
reluctant testimony is surely the more valuable, whenever it 
can be adduced to establish important facts* We recommend^ 
therefore, on this irery ground, the evidence of Dr. Williainson 
to our readers, as furnishing a less exceptionable pi'oc^f of th^ 
evils which be recognises, than the evidence of the avowed 
enemies of the system would be held to furnish. 
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" Ml 1810, a law passed in Dominica making the evidence of 
Slaves admissible/^ and I have eve7'y reason to believe a 
similar law will be introduced in every other West- India 
Island:' {^o '34,) 

The fo!lowing is an extract from an Act of the Dominica Legis- 
lature of 22d April 1818, relative to this importaEt subject, 
and which, except as it indicates a slight leaning towards 
improvement, is a very unsatisfactory enactment indeed. We 
trust, however, that it marks the commencement of a new era 
in the history of West-Indian legislation, notwithstanding the 
singular restrictions which tend to frustrate its professed object. 

" And whereas by the present existing law, although punish- 
ment by fine is denounced against any White person or free Per- 
son of Colour, who shall beat, wound, maim, or ill-treat the slave 
or slaves of any other person, or deprive such slave or slaves of 
his, her, or their property, yet, as the evidence of such slave or 
slaves is iriadmissible for his, her^ or their conviction, by ivhich 
such enactment has proved of little effect, as such offence may 
occur when no White or free Person of Colour is present, and 
the offender or offenders from hence, may escape with impunity ; 
Be it, and it is hereby, further enacted and ordained, by the 
authority aforesaid. That, from and after the publication of this 
Act, any White person or free Person of Colour, who shall 
beat, maim, wound, or ill treat any slave or slaves, ^he pro- 
perty of another person or persons, or deprive such slave or 
slaves of his, her, or their property, on complaint being made 
thereof by the owner or owners of such slave or slaves, or his, 
her, or their representative, to any justice of the peace, and 
the slave or slaves being produced, and the marks of the bloivs 
or ivou7ids being exhibited before any of his Majesty's justices 
of the peace, such justice shall^ and he is hereby empowered, 
authorized, and recpiired, sliould he deem the complaint suffi- 
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ciently founded, to summoo the party so accused before and 
to examine him on oath; and on his refusal to be examined^ 
soch contumacy shall be construed an admission of the fact; 
and thereupon to bind over such White or free Person of 
Colour, charged with such offence, to appear at the uext ensuing- 
court of grand sessions of the peace, then and there to answer 
the charge alleged against such White or free Person of Colour, 
the said jipstice having previously examined upon oath such 
sla^e or slaves (should he, she, or they have been baptized), 
and duly explained and enforced to them the nature and solem- 
nity of an oath ; which examination the justice shall return 
with the recognisance to the clerk of the crown, prior to the 
sitting of such court; and on the parties appearing before the 
court, the testimony of any slaves who may have been present 
(he, she, or they having been baptized) shall be received, as far 
as it shall appear clear and consistent in the opinion of 
the Court : Provided also, nevertheless, that no White person 
or free Person of Colour shall be convicted of any of the 
offences aforesaid, on the testimony of any slaves, unless two 
of the said slaves, at least, do clearly and consistently agree 
with each other, and depose to the same fact, act, or circum- 
stance ; and also, unless the said slaves are examined apart, 
and out of the hearing of each other: and provided also^ 
that no person shall be convicted on the testimony of 
any slaves, for any of the offences aforesaid, unless the 
same shall be prosecuted within twelve months after the 
commission thereof. And on the conviction of the person or 
persons charged with such offence, such offender or offenders 
shall be subject to a fine not exceeding the sum of one 
hundred pounds, or imprisonment for a term not exceeding 
three months, at the discretion of «he court; and the proprietor 
shall or may, moreover, have his action of damages in the court 
of Common Pleas against any White or free Person of Colour 
so offending, for any loss of time and labour sustained of such 
slave or slaves, by him, her, or them so beaten, maimed, 
wounded, or ill-treated." 

We leave it to lawyers to decide, whether, as the above 
clause is worded, if a slave is only robbed of his property 
without being beaten, and so has no marks, blows, or wounds 
to exhibit, the magistrate can proceed at all against the otFcndcr 
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on the tesimony of the slave. Besides, r/hat valae cmi be 
affixed to the expiirgatory oath of a man who cm have acted 
towards a poor slave in the way that is described 

But whether the Ja«; of Domioica be weil adapted to tts 
object or not, iWe cao ha^^^e no doobt' as to its being' the ckar 
nnd imperative duty of the Goveramefjt and Parliament of this 
country to secure, with as little delay as possible, $he general 
sidmissibility of the evidence of sla ves. At present, their evidence 
is universally rejected by West-Indian courts (vi^ith the single 
almost nugatory exception Of Dominica), in all cases, whether 
civil or criminal, affecting persons of free condition, on the ex- 
press ground of their being unworthy of credit. And yet, as we 
bave already shewn, the Jamaica slave code, and indeed every 
other West-indian slave code, makes them competent witnesses 
against their fellow-slaves in all cases, even in capital cases; 
and this without the sanction of any form of adjuration which 
they consider as binding. Wliat a stranj!:e anomaly is this I 
Either the pretext that the slaves are unworthy of credit is void 
of foundation ; or every slave who is tried and executed on the 
testimony of a fellow-slave is cruelly murdered. But we shall 
be told, perhaps, We guard against false evidence, by enacting 
(see slave law of Jaaiaica of 1816, section 84) * that, in case 
any slave shall, with evil intent^ give false evidence in any trial 
bad under this Act, such slave or slaves, being thereof convicted, 
shall suffer the same punishment as the person or persons on 
whose trial such false evidence was given, would, if convicted, 
have been liable to suffer/ " And whv should not the same 
guard be equally effectual in cases affecting persons of free 
condition ? We admit, indeed, that slaves ought not to be made 
to give evidence either for or against their owners (any more 
than a w|fe is allowed to give evidence for or against her hus- 
band), unless they shall first have been enfranchised. But if 
even the Pariarsand the meanest slaves in India are allowed to 
give evidence, each in his peculiar way, in all the local British 
courts ^ if the West-Indian slave would be admitted as a com- 
petent witness in Westminster Hall, subject only to the same 
kind of objection, to which an Englishman would be subject ; 
what possible reason can there be for continuing to exclude the 
testimony of slaves from our courts of judicature in the ¥/est 
Indies? There can be n© igreat risk that White juries and 



judges will mi be suliickoti)! slow'irt giving weight to Buck 
testimony, eveni if admitted ; aod, wifehoiit a question <, yiiless it 
be admitted, the result of the best-fnimed laws, of araeliomtioji 
aod protection will be, what the Domioica legislatore candidly 
states to have been, the result of such laws hitherto, oamely, 
that, " the evidence . of slaves beitig inadmissible, the enact- 
meiits have proved of little effect/' 



Nxilhing mn be more satisfactorif ihmi these reports (of Go-* 
veTBors, &c«) to slieto the gradual and continued improve- 
mmt in the condition of the siaves^'^ (p. 80.) 

To judge of the leal value, however, of these reports, it ought 
to be knowKp that in 1790 and 1791 the following Admirals 
and Governors of Colonies were examined at the bar of the 
House of Commons, respecting the condition of the slaves, 
during the space of thirty or forty years prior to that period ; 
namely, Admirals Rodney, Shuldham, Hotham, Barringtoo, 
Arbuthnot, Edwards, Parker, Lambert, and Gardner ; and 
Governors Lord Macartney, Dalling, Payne, Campbell, Orde, 
and Parry. All these witnesses (some of whom also eulo- 
gized even the Middle Passage), concurred m affirming, that 
the masters were humane and attentive; that the slaves were 
well clothed and fed, better than the labouring people in this 
country ; that their treatment, particularly that of the field 
Negroes, was mild and humane ; that they had never known 
any cruel treatment ; that the lives of the slaves were as happy 
as those of the peasants in this country — nay, said some of 
them, infinitely more comfortable than that of the labouring 
poor in England, or any other part of the world they knew;— ~ 
that no more Jabour was required of them than they could 
well bear ; and that they were well satisfied with their condi- 
tion, and always cheerfuL Two of these witnesses remarked, 
that they ^veti envied the condition of the slaves, and wished 
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to be in tlieir situation : they wislied themselves to be Negroes ! 
This testimony, concurrently given by so many respectable 
men in 1790, is niiich stronger in favour of the happiness of 
the slaves of that period, than any thing adduced by Mr. 
Marryat with respect to their condition in 1B17 and 1818j even 
after iwenty-seven years of alleged progressive iniprovement. 
The evidence he has adduced is feebleness itself^ when com- 
pared vt^ith the strength and universality of the eulogy of these 
older witnesses ; although it is the object of Mr. Marryafs 
speech to shew that great improvements have taken place since 
their time. If, however, great improvements have since taken 
place ; and if it nevertheless be true that the Negroes (meUj 
women, and children) are stiil mere chattels^— -the absolute pro- 
perty of their master, who may at pleasure sell or transfer them, 
or even expatriate them for ever ; that they may be seized or sold 
for his debts; that they are driven by the whip to labour for 
which they receive no wages ; that they have no Sabbath, and 
no legal marriage ; that their ^3esh may be lacerated with im- 
punity, to the extent of thirty-nine lashes of the cart-whip, at 
the bidding of an individual, their master or his delegate, for 
any offences or for no oifence ; — if all this be true (and if it be 
denied, we are ready to prove its truth), then what must have 
been their state thirty or forty years ago, before the vaunted 
modern improvements had even been thought of? And yet, 
before they had been thought of, we have testimony upon testi- 
«iony, even to satiety, and that of the .most imposing descrip- 
tion, which places the happiness of the West-Indian slave so 
high as to make him an object of just envy to the British 
peasant. How is this phenomenon to be explained ? It admits 
of an easy explanation, if it were necessary « It is sufficient, 
however, for our present purpose, to have shewn that such 
testimony was actuallly given in 1790» — That, at the same time, 
the testimony was incorrect (the witnesses themselves, however 
respectable, having some how or other been deceived as to the 
real state of things), cannot,— after all that was affirmed in this 
very debate on the subject of recent improvements and all that 
was nevertheless admitted respecting the actual condition of 
tlie slave, — cannot, we say, be any longer doubted. 

We have shewn that the testimony brought forward by 
Mr. Marryat is not so strong and decisive in favour of the 
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liiimanity of tlie West-Indiafi system as that of 1700. But, 
besides this, Ms witnesses are notali what he aikgesthem to be^ 
He affirms them to be, not West-India proprietorsi, but Go«. 
vernorSj who, as far as their opinions go, most speak disinter" 
estediy, and are least of all liable to be influenced by colonial 
prejudices.'^ Of the seven witnesses he has produced, how- 
ever, two — namely, the President of Tobago^ and the Assembly 
of Jamaica— are interested parties, planters^ not disinterested 
Governors. General Douglas, instead of being a favourable, 
is an adverse witness. There are, according to him, many 
instances of the reverse of just and kind treatment, and some 
of very great cruelty. Governor Probyn's testimony is ren- 
dered of less importance, not only by his very brief re:sidence 
ill the West Indies, but by his having treated so lightly the 
flagrant cruelties of the Rev. Mr. Rawlins. (See Papers from 
St. Kitts, printed by the House of Commons in 1818.) The 
remaining witnesses require a more detailed notice. 

Sir Ka^ph Woodford's evidence confutes itself. He tells us^ 
that the slaves ** can, if they choose, with very little trouble^ 
amass much beyond the wants of the utmost amhition or 
prqfiigacy,'^ (p. 80.) Sorely this statement is m.iick beyond 
the sober truth, and indicates a style of the utmost exaggera- 
tion. Is it not perfectly plain, that if the slaves, by their 
labour on their one day of the week, can amass wealth, the 
master, who has the absolute command and usufruct of five of 
their days at the least, must possess the means of exorbitant 
accumulation. If the slave's one day can be turned to such 
good account, why are not the master's Jive made equally pro- 
fitable? The profits of the slaves, be it remembered, do not 
arise from the payment of wages by the master, which might 
subtract from bis gains, but from the culture of the soil, and 
the sale of its produce ; from means, that is to say, which are 
equally accessible to the master as to the slave. The same 
hands which on one day are capable of producing such immense 
returns from the soil as to be even much beymd the wants of 
ambition or profiigacy'-'-{the limits Sir R. Woodford assigns 
to these are not obvious)— are employed, under the stimulat- 
ing impulse of the lash, on the other Jive days, on the same 
soil, for the sole benefit of the master ; and yet we do not hear 
that the planters of Trinidad are enriched even to that point 
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which is necessary for the satisfaction of their creditors. In 
short, the statement proves itself, on the least reflection, to be 
Smsty, and ill-founded, taken up perhaps from oiere loose con- 
versation with slave-holders, and certaiolj without having been 
subjected to that scrutiny which must at once have detected 
its fallacy. If it were true, it would only serve to coniirm, 
what is already indeed sufficiently established, that free labour 
is more profitable, nay, iiifinitely more profitable, than slave 
labour. 

No man doubts, that " with a humane owner " a Negro may 
be " most happy but is not the converse of this proposition 
equally true, that with an inhumane owner he may, nay must, 
be unhappy ? Now, what is charged against the West-Indian 
system is precisely this, — not that there are not many humane 
masters ; not that every master is harsh and cruel, and makes 
his slaves miserable, but-— that every master may be harsh and 
cruel, and may make his slaves miserable with impunity. But 
then comes the effectual check which Sir R. Woodford appre» 
hends that self-interest imposes on the abuse of the master's 
power.- But do men never mistake or neglect their interests ? 
Are they always sober, always dispassionate 1 Look at the 
cases of Rawlins, Huggins, Hodge, Carty, and Bowen, and of 
multitudes besides. — Moreover, is it always clear that a master's 
pecuniary interest is on the side of humanity to his slaves ? Is 
not the case of a jobbing-gang, for example, in the West 
Indies, a case precisely parallel to that of post-horses in Eng- 
land ? A jobbing-master, we will suppose, receives five pounds 
an acre for digging land into cane holes. Is it not a matter of 
mere calculation in this case, as in the case of post-horses, 
whether, at the end of ten years, by extracting a greater 
portion of labour from his slaves than is consistent with their 
comfort and increase, although at the end of that time they may 
be diminished in value, he may not be richer than he would 
be, if be should work them moderately, feed them well, and 
preserve thejr strength and value unimpaired ? But this sordid 
and cruel calculation is not necessarily confined to jobbing- 
gangs. Suppose a planter to purchase land in Trinidad, and 
to remove thither from some neighbooring* island a gang of 
Negroes for its cultivation. Is it no object with him to save a 
i^hole year's crop, by pressing forward the clearing and plant- 
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ing of his land ? The delay of a nisonth or two may be riiii! to 
him, should the proper season be lost for planting. Has he 
then no pecuniary temptation to over-drive his slaves? Similar 
cases, cases too of daily occurrence, might be multiplied. 

The soundness of this reasoning is curiously illustrated in a 
report of the Jamaica Assembly of the 23d November 1804, from 
which it appears that it is often deemed by planters their hi" 
terest to extend their sugar cultivation far beyond their meaiss, 
in the hope of extricating themselves by a great eiFof t from their 
pecuniary difficulties ; as a large crop may procure them forther 
advances of capital, in the vj'ay of loan. Even at. the present 
moment, the pianteirs of all the islands are telling Parliament, 
in their petitions, tliat unless they can get a better price for 
their sugars their slaves must starve ; in other words, that it has 
ceased to be their iaterest to feed their slaves and to prevent 
their starving. And yet all this is said in the face of Sir R. 
Woodford's statem<mt (and similar statements have been made 
by many of the Colonial Assemblies), that the slaves can, if 
they choose, with very little trouble, amass much beyond the vi'ants 
of the utmost ambition or profligacy. Nay, the Assembly of 
Jamaica, who now tell us their slaves must starve if the price of 
sugar is not enhanced, in their report of 181G gravely assured us 

that one day's labour in Jamaica will produce as much food 
as twenty-five could raise in Esirope." Now, as the pop«l|tion 
of Europe do contrive, in the 313 working days of the year, 
to raise food, enough <o prevent their starving, it follows, that, 
by applying a twenty-fifth part of that time, or twelve days 
and a half in the year, to the growth of provisions, the slaves 
in Jamaica would at least escape being starved : and that by 
giving them the Sundays, and a few days beside, they would be 
placed in the same enviable condition which Sir R. Woodford 
describes as being that of the slaves of Trinidad. And yet, while 
the slave, with his scanty fragment of ti.ne, has tlius the means 
of wealth completely in his power, the master, who has the 
absolute controul and disposal of the remainder of his time, can 
scarcely contrive to exist on its produce ! ! ! Such are the tales 
by which the Parliament and people of England have been, 
and continue to be, beguiled, with respect to West-Indian 
slavery. Is it not perfectly obvious that one of two things most 
be the case,— either that the statement of the Jamaica Assembly 
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•of I816is uiHruej or that there is no truth, in the statements 
which affirm that the slaves must starve if the price of sugar 
is not enhanced ? We cannot think so ill of the West-Indian 
planters as to believe that they would permit their slaves to 
starve, v^hen, according to their own shewing, the applica^ 
tidn of a few days' labour in the year would effectually obviate 
the possibility of such an evil, and even load the slaves with 
abundance. 

Sir E. Woodford tells us further, that " the comforts of the 
slaves depend upon themselves and their own industry, and 
their health upon their own imprudences^'— -but then comes a 
fatal OR"^ — "or the quantum of work they are required to per- 
form." What, then, shall secure them and their comforts and 
their health against this fatal alternative ? Against this there is 
no security, even in Trinidad, although its institutions are more 
favourable to Negro happiness than those of any other of our 
colonies. But that island is cursed (and a curse it is, where its 
produce is to be extracted by means of whip-driven slaves) 
with a richer soil, which, making Negro labour there compara- 
tively more profitable than in the other islands, leads to a 
severer exaction of it. To this cause mainly, we believe, is 
to be attributed the dreadful waste of African life which has 
taken place in Trinidad since it became a British colony ; a waste 
perhaps equalling, if not surpassing, any thing yet known even 
in the annals of West-Indian plantership. 

But the most extraordinary statement on the part of Sir 
R. Woodford remains to be noticed* " I have frequently*^ he 
says, ** known cases of Negroes preferring to continue slaves, 
rather than, with ample means, to purchase their freedom, or 
even to accept it." We must frankly say that we do not 
believe this statement, though, without doubt, Sir R. Woodford 
is persuaded of its truth. We trust that, in the next session of 
Parliament, the Governor of Trinidad will be required to pro« 
duce the names of the Negroes whom he has frequently known 
to prefer continuing slaves, ** rather than, with ample means, to 
purchase their freedom, or even to accept it;'* and that he 
will add to their names their age, sex, place of residence, and 
peculiar circumstances (for such instances of rare felicity ought 
not to be concealed); specifying also, whether their preferring 
to continue slaves themselves did not arise from their rather 
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wishing' to employ their ample means'* m redeeming their 
children from slavery, . It is wotonoiis, that at the Bay of Hon- 
duras, for instance, a large majority of those slaves who ateaiss^ 
late io life, the means of purchasing their freedomj, choose 
to "employ those means in purchasiug the freedom of their 
tihildren rather than their owo. 

This staiemcnt of Sir E.Woodford is the more esitraordioary, 
because it k well known that at Trinidad there is ao geeera! 
indisposition in the slaves to procure or to accept raana- 
mission. The proportion in that island of free Blacks and 
Coloured Persons to the slave population, is three times as great 
as m any other colony, and ten times as great as in soa e. 

On the whole, it must be admitted that the evidence of Sk 
E. Woodford (whom Marryat mistakenly represents as a 
correspondent of the African Institution) does not very con- 
ciusively or satisfactorily establish the points which it has been 
adduced to substantiate. 

With respect to Mr. Marryat's remaining witnesses, Colonel 
Maxwell and Colonel Arthur, they are rather unfortunately 
chosen. The delusioH iinder which their nrst letters, quoted by 
Mr. Marryat, were written, was soon dispelled. Colonel Max- 
well shortly after found it necessary to interfere in behalf of the 
^^ppressed slaves ; but many of his efforts were frustrated by the 
perverse opposition of the colonists. His conduct in bringing 
cruelty to light, and endeavonring also to bring it to punish- 
ment, was presented by the grand jury of Dominica as a 
nuisance; nor was it less obnoxious to the House of Assembly of 
that island. In short, he was almost uniformly opposed in his 
efforts to abate and punish oppression. 

As for the more matured views of Colonel Arthur respecting 
the real state of colonial bondage, it is only necessary to refer 
to Mr. Buxton's reply (p. 109), and to the fresh\correspondence 
with Lord Bathurst, which was ordered by the House of Com- 
mons to be printed on the 16th of June 1823. A part of that 
correspondence has already been inserted in Appendix B. ; 
but as it is of som*** importance to appreciate accurately the 
value of the statements so triumphantly made respecting West- 
Indian improvement, we shall not hesitate to take from it some 
farther extracts. 
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Extract of a lette? from Lie«t.-CoL Arthui' to the Eight Hon, 
Ear! Bathm-st; dated October 7tli, 1820. 

^* In the dispatches which I had the honour to address to 
ymiv honhhip shmtlg after my urrival in this settlement t it 
afforded me the greatest pleasure to bear testimony to the 
hiioiasiity wticich I observed generally exercised by the wood- 
cutters, towards their slaves. 

Oil the necessity i was under, however, m ray dispatch 
of the 2 ist October 1810, of detailing to your Lordship the 
cruelty which had been exercised by a settler named Michael 
Carty, I was called upon to make some observations npon the 
extreme inhumanity of many of the lower class of settlers 
residing in the town of Belize towards their slaves? and as it 
appeared to be an evil greatly increasing, I submitted at the 
same time the total inadequacy of the courts of this settle- 
ment to check this vicious disposition. 

** In my report to your Lordship of the 16th May last. 
No. 27, upon the insurrection which had taken place in the 
interior of the colony, I represented that it had originated from 
tlie harshness with which some of the slaves had been treated, 
and that ! was not without hope the consequences on that oc 
casion would have had the beneficial tendency of exciting a 
greater degree of humanity towards these unfortunate people : 
— 1 am much distressed, my Lord, that my expectations have 
not been answered; and suck is the increasing severity and 
cruelty which is now practised with impunity, that although 
I am very conscious of the difficulty which has hitherto pre- 
sented itself to his Majesty's government upon the^ general 
question of the administration of justice in Honduras, I am 
most reluctantly constrained to bring the subject again under 
your L^irdship's consideration. The result of a trial, which 
was instituted on the 6th xnstant against an inhabitant for ex- 
cessive cruelty tov/ards a poor slave, absolutely excludes every 
hope, under the present system of jurisprudence, of bringing 
offenders to punishment when guilty of the most flagrant acts of 
inhumanity and oppression. The trial to which I allude was 
instituted against a free woman of colour, named Duncannette 
Campbell, under a bench warrant, * for punishing her slave 
named Kitty in an illegal, cruel, and severe manner, by 
chaini(ii^ her and repeatedly whipping her, and for confining 
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tier for a considerable time so tlie said eliaios isi tlie loft of laer 
house.' 

** As the s'ufferings of this poor slave deepl}' excited my 
cooimiseraiion, I sriacle it a point to attend the cosirt: the 
femaie aldve appeared covered with wounds and stripes. The 
medical gentleman, who had examined her by order of the 
magistrates as soon as -she was taken into custody, deposed: 
* I examirsed the slave Kitty, and observed the scores of se- 
veral wounds, which appeared to have been recently inflicted 
with a whip or cow-skin ; they were chiefly upon the shoulders, 
but there was also a considerable number on the left arm, the 
neck and face : those on the face had produced considerable 
swelling and other symptoms of inflamniation ; one of the 
stripes had divided the ala of the left ear, another had wounded 
the left eye-ball ; both eyes were much swelled and inflamed, 
and her whole countenance was so much disfigured that it was 
some time before I could recognise her.' 

The police officer deposed, ' On proceeding to the dwell- 
ing of Miss Duncannette Campbell, ! found the slave Kitty at 
the foot of abed, with a pair of handcuffs on, and chained 
round the legs with a double padlock ; the chain was bound 
rosind so close that she could not stand or move, I saw a cut 
upon the left ear, and many stripes upon the back ; her face also 
bore visible marks of whipping, and there was a bruise tinder 
her eye. I tried to lift her up, but she could not stand; she 
informed me that she had been in this situation for ^ix weeks/ 
In fact every charge slated in the warrant was most fully proved. 

" To deny the punishment which had been so cruelly in- 
fiicted was of course impossible ; and therefore the only defence 
which the prisoner attempted to set up was, that the gentle- 
man with whom she had cohabited and lived for many years 
had instigated the slave to neglect her business, disobey her 
orders, and to behave with the greatest insubordination; that 
the slave was her own property, and that therefore she had a 
right to punish her as she thought proper. The prisoner ad- 
mitted, indeed vohintarily bore testimony to, the uniform ex- 
celleut conduct of the poor slave for many years, and stated tliat 
the circumstance for which she had now chastised her was the 
only misconduct of which she had ever been guilty. 

The Bench, which was composed of four magistrates, m 
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eliargiog the jury,, in m way whatever adverted to tlie dread= 
ful instrument with which the pimishmeiit had been inliicted ; 
to the, poor slave's ear having been-ciit through; to the fright- 
ful blows on her face, or to the coniinement in cliains (every 
part of which is iHegai by the corisoiidated slave-act of Jaoiaica, 
which is by the law professed to be acknowledged io the courts 
of this settlement, althotigk the act is not in tfie country), but 
briefly observed, that by law every owner was justified in 
punishing to the extent of thirty-nine lashes s ^i^d thci'efore the 
only point for the consideration of the jury was. Whether a 
greater number of lashes had been inflicted in the present case ? 

WlTMODT FIVE, MINUTES HESITATION THE PRISONEK 
WAS ACQUITTED ! ! " 

Again, on the 2Bth September 1821^ Colonel Arthur 
writes : 

" On the 11th instant, I received the enclosed report. No. 1, 
from the officer of police, stating the illegal punishment he 
had been required, by Mr, Bowei^, a magistrate, to inflict on 
one of his slaves ; and also detailing a jnost severe punishment 
which he had ki part carried into effect at the instance of the 
Bench, but with the further execution of which he hesitated to 
proceed, as it appeared to him contrary to law. Immediately 
on receiving this information I addressed the magistrates, in- 
forming them, I was sorry to find, oia a bare commitment, 
without any trial or evidence wh?4tever, a very severe punish- 
ment had been ordered on four slaves, and intimating, it was 
unknown to me that any power was vested in the Bench to 
cause punishment to be so summarily indicted, I retjuested 
some explanation on the subject. 

^* ill their reply the Bench endeavoured to gloss over the 
matter as well as they could, setting forth, that the trial of 
slaves by jury was a heavy expense to the country ; that they 
had acted with no intention of infringing the laws of the settle- 
ment, or the rights of the slaves ; that under a heavy penalty, 
whether competent or not, they were obliged to act as magis- 
trates, and consequently, their fellow-settlers always viewed 
their conduct, when not ^trictly regular, with every indulgence, 

'^^ Although their proceeding was in direct violation of the 
law, I animadverted upon it in milder terms than I should 
otherwise have been disposed to have done, from the impres- 



sioii that two of the magisirates (it being their fu'st year iit office)^ 
slight have acted ivithout coosideration^ under the iniluence of 
Mr. Boweu, who# as ao older niagislrate, was well acquaitJted 
with the laws and cissioms of the court; and to whom, from 
his weli-knowD character, I could have no hesitatiois in refer* 
ring' the whole matter, although it was difficult iss such a case 
officially to attach the blame where I felt it ought to have 
rested ; I did so, however, as far as ! could with propriety, 
and also directed all the poor slaves to be instantly liberated 
and delivered up to their respective owners. 

" In the course of investigating this flagrant attempt upon 
the rights of the slaves, I was led to the knowledge of Mr« 
Bowen having confined the poor slave in chains in his own 
premises, whom the police officer had refused to place in that 
situation in the jail ; and an alBdavit made before one of the! 
Ejagistrates of his general cruelly and inhumanity was at the 
same time laid before me. Having fully ascertained the unex«= 
ceptionable character of the complainant, and made every in- 
vestigation which prudence could suggest, I determined to issue 
a search-warrant, and your Lordship will perceive by the return, 
of the oiiicer of police on the back of the warrant that the. 
slaves were found chained in the manner described ia the- 

** The warrant having been examined on the following, 
morning by the Bench, Mr. Bowen was ordered for trial on the 
25th instant ; but I must here observe^ that although the evi- 
dence on the examination was most clear and distinct, the 
majority of the three magistrates deemed it iso very ddabtful 
whether the offence could be considered a breach of aiiy la\y,/ 
or whether there had been any further punishment inflicted by 
Mr. Bowen than an owner was justified in giving his slave, thai 
they were much disposed to question the propriety of any pro- 
secution ; this, of course, convinced me of the feeling and dis-; 
position of the Bench, - ; 

In order that I might be under no error from misrepresen- 
tation, i attended the trial, and the following circumstances 
were most clearly and distinctly proved, indeed not denied ; 
that on the bare suspicion of having made away with some 
handkerchiefs committed to her care to dispose ofj> a poor 
female slave was tied up by order of her owner and severely 

2 E 



^Sogge(l> asul ihm hmidciifted and shackled, ploxed m mi old 
store, infested with vermin and the noisome flies of this country. 
After being in this situation for five days and iiightSj Serjeant 
Rush, a military, pensioner, interceded with Mr« f^owen for her 
release,, and having pledged himself, if the haodkerchiefs -were 
mi found, to pay the exoi'bitant sum demanded, the poor 
creature was liberated on Sunday about mid-day. On the fol- 
lowing mornina' she left her owner's house to make her com- 
plaint and seek redress : for this, and on no other ground what- 
evefj she v/as again seized upon, tied down on her beiiy to the 
ground, her arras and legs being stretched out, and secured to 
four stakes with sharp cords, and in this shocking attitude, in 
the heat of the sun, exposed before the men in a perfect state 
of nature, she was again severely Bogged, in presence of her 
inhuman master and his brother, upon her back and posteriors, 
and then sent back to her place of torment, and there again 
confined in handcuffs and chains, and subsisted on the wretched 
pittance of twenty plantains and two mackarel per week for 
above fourteen days. Occasionally, indeed, it appeared, the 
miserable being was led out by day, and chained to a tree in 
the yard, and there compelled to wash. This, my Lord, was 
as offence for which the magistrates could find no law on which 
to charge the jury, nor the jury any under which to find the 
prisoner guilty ! Most truly, indeed, was it observed by the 
advocate, in open court, tha \ if they rejected the consolidated 
slave-law of Jamaica, which by custom and usage had been 
considered for years as the law of the settlement, he shuddered 
to remind them that there was the Act of 21st Geo, 3d, chap. 
67» which protected even brutes from inhumanity. 

" The case of the male slaves actually apprehended by the 
officer of police, handcuffed, shackled, and loaded with an 
enormous cattle-chain, in the Very dwelling of this tnagistrate, 
I need not in this dispatch enlarge upon. If the enormity 
against the poor female was no violation of the law, this of 
course could not be deemed illegal, 

" The slaves in this country have, for some time past, ap- 
peared to require no incentive to agitate their already irritated 
minds ; and therefore to quiet in some degree the alarm which 
will no doubt quickly spread amongst them, of their being 
thus deprived of all protection^ I have, after assembling the 



Miembers of the supreme court as a coiuicils i\m day issised a 
proclamation in his Majesty's name, declaring tlie cosisolidaiecl 
slave-law of Jamaica to' be in force lirjtil Ouiers are ersacteclj, 
copy of which, with my letter to the magistrates, I beg to 
submit, md of which ! trust your Lordship will approve. The 
measure will im doubt be offensive enough to Mr, Bom^eis tind 
his partisans, and to many others who have always manifested 
the most violent opposition to any interference with the deal- 
ings of owners with their slaves ; but I regard them with iii^- 
difference in comiparison to the manifest injustice and cruelty 
of abandoning all the slaves to the mercy of their proprietors, 
although I still hope there are many ioho treat them with all the 
kindness and humanity consistent with their state of bondage,^ 

" Enclosure No. 1, in Colonel Arthur's, "of 28t!i Sept., M%t, 
"Sir, " Belise, Honduras, nth September 1821. 

" I beg leave to acquaint you, that on the 4th instant it was 
reported to me that M.W. Bowen, Esq. a magistrate, bad seist 
a slave of his, by the name of Guy, to the common gaol, with 
orders to the constable that he, Guy, should be worked on the 
public works with the convicts in chains. Conceiving that the 
order was irregular, coming from only one magistrate, and he 
being the proprietor of the slavcj I gave directiows to the con- 
stable not to pay any attention to the order until 1 saw the 
gentleman myself, it being my intention to state my reason for 
not complying with his order ; but being unfortunately linwdl, 
I did not see him until the 10th instantj when a meeting of the 
magistrates took place at the Court-house, where, in the pre- 
sence of two other magistrates, M. W. Boweri, Esq. told me, 
that he had taken his; slave out of gaol in consequence of di- 
rections given by me for his not being worked in chains on the 
public works. Upon h\j replying to him, that withoiit the 
sanction of the bench I did not think myself authorized to 
punish a slave in that manner at the instance of his master, he 
said that he conceived that an order from any magistrate was 
sufficient authority for me. To this the other two magistrates 
made no kind of observation, and consequently i am left in 
the very delicate situation of questioning the orders of a ma- 
gistrate, or violating what I conceive to be Ihe !aws of the 
settlement. . 
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I beg also to state, that four runaway slaves were delivered 
into the charge of the coiistable on . the instant, two of 
which, rsamed Hero and Marriott, belong to the estate of the 
late S. Biirnaham, Joliii to George and James Hyde, and 
Glasgow to Mr. John Young, The three former were brought 
from the northward by some Spaniards ; the latter was deli- 
vered by Mr. Harrison, a clerk to Messrs. Young and 
Wright, requesting that he might be kept in gaol until Mr. 
Wright came down the river. Go the 5th instant they were 
brought by an order of the magistrates before the bench^ 
and without any trial whateverj they (the four) were ordered 
to be imprisoned and worked in chains on the public works for 
two months, and to receive a corporal punishment of 128 
lashes each, at four separate times, a part of which sentence 
has been carried iiito execution ; but 1 feel so uncomfortable 
in proceeding with the funlher punishment of these peopjei 
und^r the impression that they have not been regularly tried, 
that I must beg with great submission to bring this represen- 
tation under your consideration. 

To Colonel Arthur," &c. Wm. S. Eve, Officer of Police." 

Sesides these and other instances of unpunished crueltyy 
Colonel Arthur enters at large into the case of a number of 
poor Indians, who had been most unjustly and cruelly reduced 
to bondage : — ** these poor Indians had been hunted down and 
absolutely smoked out of the holes and caves in which they had 
taken refuge." {Hondwas Papers, p» 26,) An inquiry was in- 
stituted, and the right of these people to their freedom clearly 
proved.^ and yet it was the determination of the Honduras 
colonists not to give them up but by compulsion. The case now 
awaits the decision of his Majesty's government, and as to the 
course they will pursue no doubt can possibly exist. 

We conceive we have said enoiig:h to shew how utterly the 
evidence adduced by Mr. Marryat fails in proving the point 
which he wished to establish, namely, " the gradual and con- 
tinued improvement m the condition of the slaves." 

It is perhaps unimportant to remark, that even the assertion 
that Governor Maxwell was appointed to the government of 
Pominica throygh the interest of Mr, Wilberforce, is aitor 
gether incorrect. 
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Do not these official reports refute the cahimnies thrown out 
hy some honourable Blemhers^^' ** and particularly Mr. Wil-^ 
berforces assertmi, * that the system of Slavery in the West 
Indies is a systein of the riiost unprecedented degradation 
and unrelenting cruelty?'" (p. 8i.) ^ 

We answer, with the most perfect confidence, that they do no 
such thing. Th'j statements in the note immediately preceding, 
to go no farther, and to say nothing at present of the various 
inherent attributes of Negro slavery as it now exists in the West 
Indies, sufficiently establish, in its full extent, even the string 
language which Mr. Wiiberforce has empioyed. , 



Mr, -BernaVs Speech, - ' 

We took an early opportunity of transmitting our report of his 
speech to Mr. Beenal for his correction. A severe family 
afiiiction, which ive deeply deplore^ prevented his returnijig it 
to us immediately ; land we were wnder ihe necessity of substi- 
tuting the very meagre report of it which appeared in the 
public prints of the day, Mr. Bern AL, however, having since 
had the kindness to send back our more full report^ with his 
corrections, we fee! il due to him and to ourselves to insert It 
entire in this place. It is as follows 

" I had thought, Sir, at the commencement of this.debate, 
that to all appearance we were advancing towards the point of 
conciliation, and that every subject of irrilalion would this 
night have been avoided. BvU I would ask, whether the topics 
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my Sioisoiirable and learned FrseocS below me (Mr. Browgham) 
Ijas advanced, are calcuiated to lead to the results which I 
believed he had sincerely at li^artl The bonourabie Ivlember 
for Bristol (Mr. Bright) I think' acted not with that discretion 
which he usually displays, m bringing forward, and creating 
a discussioi!! with rsgspedt to, the contents of certain paoiphiets 
which he read in part to the House i but I iiiust say, that the 
lionbmrable Member for Wiiicheisea should notj on such ac- 
count, have Opened the attack which he has just niade^ and 
that he should have abstained from indulging in such declama* 
tiooe I would appeal to the House, whether the honourable 
Member for Winchelsea (ahhough he has truly pointed out 
the manifest distinction which exists between the situations of 
the owner of isn estate in the West Indies, and the landed 
proprietor in England) has not insidiously made an attack upon 
the West-iadia proprietors in general; and particularly whess 
lie inslituled that comparison between the masters of slaves and 
the owners of post-horses ? I would ask niy honourable and 
ieariBed Friend, if he can^ upon feflection, consider that this 
was a saliy of declamation he ought to have indulged in, if he 
sincerely wished to prevent irritation 1 

BIy honourable and learned Friend has asked^ What has 
hem done in the way of amelioration or improvement since the 
abolition of the Slave Trade 1 I am unwilling, at this late 
fiour of the night, to trouble the House by going through a 
long detail of facts, running ov«»r a period of so many years ; 
hut I wowld teli him, that I know much, Tsry much, has been 
clone since the abolition, and particularly in the island of 
Jamaica. I would ask him, whether he does not remember 
that the Consolidated Slave Code, containing KipWards of an 
liundred clauses, underwentj, in 1817, a complete revision in 
the Legislature of Jamaica 1 if my honourable and learned 
Friend should answer, *I know of no laws having been 
€iiacf.ed,M can only reply by directly asserting what I have 
been informed and believe to be the fact, though that asser- 
tion may, of course, again be met by replication. If the 
honourable and learned Gentleman should say, that the West- 
India colonies have not made any new laws, such a statement, 
I gm assured by those who are well informed on the subject, 
may be met by a complete deuiaL My honourable and learned 



Friend., . not perhaps in the most fair or c;and»d maiiaer^ Isas 
referred to some .advertisemeiits relating to.. roH-an/wsy: Negroes 
ill the Jamaica Gaset-fes^ and whieh he -lias. -read -as it,- wers. ,.tO' 
excite the attention of the House* . Was■^ii•, l ask^ worthy 
the serioos cause he advocate,?! was it worthy of his repwialioE 
and taleiifs, upon a questioo of thisYslal Importance, .to aiiM^at 
directing the atJeution of the House to these 'points; md to call 
down ihe ridicule, the contempt, the disgust of honourable 
Members, . by stating^ from these public newspapers, that a 
young Negro girl was branded up.on the top of her right 
shoulder, and other circumstances of sh^ like nature; and from 
thence to maintain, that Negroes were sold is the market iike ^ 
so many horned cattle I My liionourable aed learned Friend 
has been pleased to comment opoD thie controul to ^vhich the 
Negro popuiatiosi is subjected. But is It our fault as West- 
iBdia proprietors 1 Are we to blame because we are placed in 
this situation ? Have mot the successive Governments of the 
mother country sanctmned it i I would ask my honourable 
and learned Friend, whether he thinks it just or candid to call 
In the aid of ridicule, by introducing topics which can have fi© 
other elFect than to cast an unmerited share of odium upon the 

uavnuitaic Vv cai-Auw lot pmuicsa, awu w <:a«;i«c; ots'i^ug icctjiiig;^} 

of iri'itation 1 Amongst a Black and Coloured slave population, 
cojBsisting of nearly 340,000 beings (as I believe ffiay now be 
the case in Jamaica), there always must be found a number of 
run-away slaves. The fact cannot be for a moment disputed. 

** Without detaining the House at any length, I would beg to 
call its attention, and also that of my honourable and learned 
Friend, to a well-digested Report made In 1816, and drawn up 
with great labour and talent, by a Committee of the House of 
Assembly of Jamaica. By consulting Ih^t excellent Report, it 
will be found that very few impediments (if any) are thrown in 
the way of t lie Negro's obtaining justice, who asserts his right 
or title to freedom, should the same be contested ; and it will 
appear, by a few minutes' inspection of this Report, that the 
laws do not leave the Negro so destiiute of protection as may 
be commonly supposed, A Negro asserting his right to free» 
dom, in the island of Jamaica^ may bring an action in a court 
of justice to try and enforce such right ; and should be fail 
therein, he may institute other proceedings for such purpose. 
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Appeals, are al&o aiiowed t» the Negroe% linder: the . laws of 
Jamaka; ut^til ihe appeal be lieard md delermiried the 
Negro has a right to enjoy his Iibeftv« in this able Report will 
be fcuiid She evidence of the Atloroey-GeneraJ of Jamaica, 
who deposed to the fact that raany actions of trespass have 
been eotertained on the part of Negroes or Coloured persons^ 
for the purpose of asserting their right of freedom, and who 
by these means recovered, against those opposing such claimsa 
damages to the amount of 250 ^. in some cases. In almost 
every case where an action of trespass has been brought, or a 
writ de homine replegiando has be«?n sued out, the plaintiffs 
claiming their rights have obtained redress. 

" My honourable and learned Friend has also asked. Why 
will not the House ^f Assembly of Jamaica pass a hiw to attach 
the' Negro to the soill At this advanced time of the night, it 
would be unwise for me to enter into ^ detail of the whole 
of the reasons which \ ha^-'e understood have actuated that 
Assembly io not proceeding to frame such an enactment. But 
my honourable and learned Friend, i must say, has made the 
most unfair comparison between the system of culture pursued 
u'ith respect to the soil of a northern climate like England, 
and that follovved upon the plantations in a tropical country 
like the West Indies. The vegetable provisions of the Niegro, 
which have been alluded to, are raised upon a soil far different 
from that on which the sugar-cane is grown. They are cul- 
tivated upon two distinct soib; and I would remind my honour- 
able and learned Friend (if he has looked at the Report to 
which I have before aiiuded), that it is particularly mentioned 
therein, that a fair proportion of estates in Jamaica are coffee 
plantations. The honourable and learned Gentleman does not 
seem to be aware, in considering the question of attaching the 
Negro to the soil, that the frequent hr.rricanes which occur in 
the West Indies, in time, often wash or force away the soil, 
and particularly upon coffee properties, and that in such cases 
the plantations are oftentimes afterwards not worth keep- 
ing up. The unfortunate beings then left on the estates, if 
legally and absolutely attached to the soil, would be compelled 
to remain, at the risk of starvation. When, therefore, my 
honourable and learned Friend asks why this is not done, why 
the Negro is not absolutely attached to the soil; I reply, that 



if I had lime, mii it were not for the danger of esliaystiog Hse 
p-aJieiJce of die House, I could give iiim oiost full mul satis- 
factory reasons to prove Uiat the Asseml^y of Jamaica lia%^e 
been justified m pausing Before- they adopted such a plan,. ! 

«« I am very willing to allow to my honourable aisd learned 
Friend, that there are certaiuiy eviis of seriods masrnitude 
inherent in the state of slaverv in the West Indies : but I would 
lirmly contend (and I think every reasonable man who lias 
thought on the sSubject must be wilh'n« to ailovv) that as the 
West-India colonists have not been placed in the situation i«j 
which they now stand without the direct and solemn authi^rity 
of the Legislature of the mother country, and the most express 
encouragen^ent on the part of the British Government, it is only 
their due, it would only be an act of mere and posifive justice 
towards f henij^ if the Legislature should now think proper to 
take their property into its own hands, and t» submit it to a 
system of management essentially di^erent from that which it 
has hitherto received, that the Legislature of Great Britain 
should, at the same time, grant to the West-India planters the 
most liberal, the most full, and fhe most satisfactory^ compen- 
sation. Whatever weight the argument of the honourable 
Member for Weymouth may have had with the House, I still 
contend that the slave is the property of his master; and I say 
again, that the Legislature of this country is bound to give to 
the planter the fullest and most adequate remuneration for 
any deprivation of, or change in, his right of property, and 
the most complete indemnity against any dangers which may 
result from its interference therewith," 



We shall subjoin but a very few brief remarks on the above 
speech of Mr. Bernal, having in the preceding notes antici- 
pated some of the topics to which it adverts. 

The alleged improvements in the condition of the slaves, and 
the hiimanity of the Consolidated Slave Law of Jamaica, have 
already been fully treated of. (See p. 199 and p. 148.) 

With respect to the references made by Mr. Brougham to 
the Jamaica newspapers, and to the proofs he thence deduced 
of the unprecedented degradation of the Negro slave, it did 
not require the talents and wit of that gentleman to use them 
so as to produce a strong impression. A simple inspection of 
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ai^y one oumber of ihe Royal Gazette of Jamaica is quite suffi- 
cientj without the aid of eloquence or exaggeration, deeply to 
affect every feeling mind. 

It lias been already freely jidnditted, that a considerable im- 
provement has taken place, within the last six or seven years, 
io respect to the opportunity allowed to free persons of esta- 
blishing their right to freedom. Stiil, the onus prohandi lies on 
.ihemf at the tremendous risk of Iiopeless and in!erminable 
bondage. Still, not only a black skin, but a tinge of African 
blood J constitutes presumptive evidence of slavery; whereas 
the presumption ought Purely ever to be in favour of freedom. 
Besides which, the non-admissibility of the evidence of slaves^ 
or of presumed slaves, must often be fatal even to the most 
just claims'^ of liberty. This boasted improvement, moreover, 
be it remembered, is not any protection whatever to the slaves, 
but only to the enfranchised. It may, to a certain degree, 
prevent persons from being unjustly deprived of their freedom 
when once acquired; but it leaves numberless cases of the 
most grievous oppression wholly unredressed. An example of 
this kind has just presented itself So our eyes, on opening the 
Koyal Gazette of Jamaica for the 26ih April 1823, It will be 
found to comport but ill with the views of Mr. Bernal, or the 
statements in the Jamaica Report of 1816. 

'* St. Elizabeth's Workhouse, March 4, 1823. 

"Notice is hereby given, that unless the undermentioned 
slaves, are taken out of this Workhouse prior to Tuesday the 
29th d^y of April next, they will, on that day, between the 
hours of ten and twelve o'clock in the forenoon, be put up to 
public sale, to the highest and best bidder, at the Post-oilice 
here, agreeably to the Workhouse Law now in force, for the 
payment of their fees." 

The first in the list of these unhappy persons is the fol- 
lowing : — ** Sherier, a Bermudian, five feet five inches, no 
marks ; says he is freCs but has no -document ; bold looking, 
full faced, full whiskers, apparently about forty years of age ; 
says he sailed some time ago with a Captain Johnson, on 
board a brig called the Clump, but whither she was bound 
he does not say, only that the brig was lost at sea : he is very 
plausible, and speaks good English," 

. In three days after the publication of this advertisement, 
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and only about a forhiight before tlit date of Mr. BernaUs 
speech, this poor fellow, throw ii on Uie inbospUable shores of 
Jamaica by aecideiu, speaking g^od &glish, suying he is fiee^f 
arid as a proof of it^ ihotigh he has no document (and bow 
could a shipwrecked manner have any document t), yet having 
no marks (no marks even of the whip, we presume), was 
dooined to be sold to tiie bigjiest bidc^er, agreeably \q the 
Humane Workhouse Law of Jamaica, for payment of his fees ! 
Can such a state of things be long endured by the Parliasneiit 
and people of England 1 

The nrain error, however, into which Mr. Bernal has been 
misled, is the statement on which he grounds his objections 
to the adscriptio glebcOf namely, that tlie soil adapted for 
provisions is difFerent frora that on which sug^ir-cane is 
<^rown : ** they are cultivated," he says, "on two distinct 
soils." Never have respectable men been induced, on grounds 
more utterly unreal and fallacious, to resist a great and ad- 
milted iniprovement. We take upon us to assert broadly, 
that the very s?ime lands which are best suited to the growth of 
thtv sugar-cane, are also well suited to the growth of provisions, 
and of many other articles ; and we are willing to join issue 
with the West-Indian planters on that fact. Hear what Mr. 
Rougliley, a practical Jamaica planter, says on this subject. 
He represents a " dark brown friable, unctuous sol!, uporc a 
clay," ae the best to produce canes ; but adds, that even ibis 
soil, " from the exhausting nature of ihe sugar-cane," requires 
manure, p. 218. Will any planter say that such land would not 
be weiladnpted for provisions'? Indeed, Mr. Roughley expressly 
says, ** So much com is usmUi/ grown, through the cane pieceB, 
that seldom a separate corn piece is grown on an estate to afford 
a supply*" p. 399. And if cane land will bear at one lime both 
cane and corts, will any man believe that it will not grow eora 
alone 1 —Again : Mr. Stewart, another practical planter, says^ 
" The so\h adapted to the sugar cane are the various rich 
loams and molds, and clay with a superstratum of mold.'* 
p. 103. ** The soil best adapted for the coffee-tree is a deep 
broW!? loam." p. 114. And yeC we are to believe that land 
capable of producing the sugar-cane is not capable of producing 
provisions or coffee I It is true, that land may grow provisions 
well w bich^ from its hilly or rocky nature, may be ill adapted 
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•for the cane, or from lis exuberant riclmess may yield sugar 
of an mdi^etent quality ; but it is no less trisCj that there is mo 
Jarsd, on which the cane will thrive, on which a great variety 
of other articles, both for food and for comoierce, will not also 
thrive, and which may- not, moreover, be converted 'ioto 
liixuriantpastureso 

Ois the subject of compensation, we have only to say? thai 
we shall williogly pay our fair share of %Uiatever sum the West 
Ifiidiasis shall prove, to the salisfactiojs of Parliament, to be 
fairly due to them for any changes which they may be com- 
pelled to adopt, with a view to the early terniination of the 
present opprobrious system. 



V. 

Mr. Barino, "if called upon to say tvkat part of the globe 
most varticularlu excited his svmvathy and commisei'ution^ 
does not believe that he should fix zipon the Negroes in the 
West Indies, as far as regards their food and clothing, and 
the whole of their treatment.'' (p. 07.) 

Mk. Baking is of opinion that the sufferings of the Negro 
have been overstated. Has !se no suspicion that his comforts 
may have been overstated ? He intimates none. He reserves 
his incredulity for those who feel for the Negro, and places 
his confidence in those who hold him in bondage, and profit 
by his toil. I5ut tlie mode by which he has brought himself 
to this state of mind is worthy of notice. He has seen Negro 
slavery in Georgia and Carolina, and he infers, from what he 
saw there, that the picture given of Negro slavery in the West 
Indies is overcharged. We certainly have no idea that a gen- 
tleman bearing the name of Baring, in passing through any 
Dortion of the United States, where that name is so Known and 
ho!ioured, could have a fair opportunity of examining, with 
the necessary minuteness, the state of the plantation slave. 
Wherever he went he would be attended and feted. Whatever 
he saw he would see in presence of kind and anxious hosts. 
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'nsive sights would be rejnoved. And it could not be 
expected that the planters of Georgia and Carolina wooltl fail 
to extoi the himianity of the system .v^'hicli they thenaselves 
ministered. We mmi know more of Mr. Baring^s meiiiis of 
information, and that his opinion of American slavery has not 
been formed, as his opinion of West-Indian slavery appears to 
have been formed, on the testimony of the holders of slaves 
or their dependants, before we can place implicit reliance upOE 
it. But, even if we wave all these grounds of hesitation^ and 
sijmit that he has fairly estimated the slavery of Carolina and 
Georgia, we should still deny that any inference coii|d thence 
be drawn in favour of the condition of the West-Indian slave* 
To prove this, to the satisfaclion of any sound political econo- 
mist like Mr. Baring, it is only necessary to compare "the pro- 
gress of population in the two cases, as it is exhibited in aw* 
Ihentic statistical records. The slave population of the United 
States has been increasing^ since 1790, at a rate which doubles 
its number in twenty-two or twenty-three years ; while the 
slave population of Jamaica (and the case in most of th«^ 
other colonies is equally, if not more, unfavoiirable), has beea 
decreasing during the same period at an enormous rate. The 
calculation will be found accurately made in Mr. Croppers 
** Letter on the injurious Effects of HighPrices and the beneficial 
Effects of Low Prices on the Condition of Slam^y/Vp. 15. The 
result of it is, that had the Jamaica system not been more 
rigorous than the American system, the population of that island 
in i820, instead of being 340,000, ought to have been about 
750,000 ; thus indicating a waste of human life, in that single 
colony, in the space of thirty years, of about 410,000 human 
beiogs. Kay, the case is still more aggravated when we coa* 
sider the superior facility with which human life may be sus- 
tained in Jamaica, than in Carolina, Virginia, &Co : for though 
we refuse credit to the exaggerated statement of the Jamaica 
Assembly in IBld, that about twelve or thirteen days' labout 
in the year is amply sumeiait to supply a slave and his family 
with food, we nevertheless admit, that the raising of provisions 
is a much less operose process there than in the slave states 
of America, We call upon Mr. Baring to accouiit for thia vast 
difference in the progress of population, between the slaves of 
the United States and those of the West Indies, on any hypo- 
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tlicsss, consistent with fact, which d&es not imolve the severe 
and even oppressive treatment of the latter* He will mi say 
that even the slaves of Georgia and Uaroima are too wen ou ; 
and yet their state, jud^irig by the general results, must be 
paradise as compared with that of the Jamaica slave. Does 
the acute and penetrating mind of Mr. Baring see no gvoundj 
in this extraordinary comparative decrease, for distrusting both 
his conclusions and the premises on which they are founded ? 
The present, however, is a case in which general principles 
are apt to be strangely overlooked. Mr. Baring would revolt 
from the bare idea of despotic authority being conunitled to 
^ny man, or set of men, even in this moral iand« The correct 
principles and elevated tone of feeling of the individuals en- 
trusted with it, would form no apology in his eyes for dele- 
gating to them a power so sure to be abused. While man is 
what he is, the possession of uncontrouled dominion must lead 
to wrong and oppression. But all these sound anticipatiojis 
are reversed in the case of the West lndies. There, men who 
(LVlr« Baring himself tells us) are so deficient in good morals 
that he deems it an impossibility She slaves should derive any 
religious or moral improvement from them, are nevertheless 
hivested with an extent of uncontrouled power over the persons 
and happiness of their dependants, beyond what even the highest 
magistrates in this country possess ; and with , this further dif- 
fereitce, that the latter are responsible, while the former are 
!iot« And yet Mr. Baring does not intimate a doubt that there 
all is as it ought to be ; but seems even disposed to quarrel 
with those who, being a little more sceptical, have looked into 
the matter in detail, and have satisfied themselves that the stale 
of the slaves, as to food, clothing, and general treatment, is 
the reverse of what Mr. Baring assumes it to be. 
? We feel it to be unnecessary to recur, to the statements con- 
tained in " Negro Slavery," in proof of the justice of this 
opinion. The witiiesses who; have there spoken are alive. 
They have stated the things which they have seen. They 
have testitled, not to individual instances of cruelty merely, but 
to the general every-day practice, as actually beheld with their 
own eves, on estates where the treatment was better than the 
average treatment. But Mr. Baring does not believe them. 
Let him, then, specify the precise points in their statements 
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to whit'h tie objects^ and let hiin ailbrd them the opporturiily 
of verifying them. la the mean time, we beg to refer him, in 
additioo to the details contained in the preceding pages, to 
another witness, Mr, Stewart. His testimony is to the folfow- 
ing effects 

"^It may truly be saidj that the trestment of the slave 
depends in a great rnensure upon the character and temper of 
his master or manager., How inelFectuai to the slaves are 
humane and judicious laws, if a barbarous master or overseer 
has it in his power to evade them in various ways! There can 
be no hesitation in saying, that the slave who lives under the 
immediate superintendance of a humane and considerate master 
enjoys a life of as much comfort and contentment as the cou" 
dition of a slave is capable of. This, perhaps, is the utmost that 
can be said : for, though the waiits of the slave may be supplied 
by the beneficent provisions of such a master, and he r^aay 
consequently be said to ! e, so far, more desirably sHuated than 
many of the poorer peasantry of Great Britain, yet to argue 
generally that he is happier than they, an assertion which oae 
frequently hears, is certiiinly saying too much." " But very 
differently situated is the poor slave who is doomed to toil for a 
master of a character directly opposite to the foregoing." " Un- 
doubtedly this is a state of grievous hardship. It may be said 
that there are few masters of the character here described. 
It were to be wished it were so ; but men's hearts are not 
likely to be softened by habits of too uncontrouled domi- 
nion over their feilow-men. With respect to interest pre- 
vailing over a disposition to oppress ; while we allow aH due 
weight to this motive, in the prudent and judicious owner, it 
will not always counteract the petty injustice to which the slave 
is subject from ignorant masters and unfeeling overseers. A 
slave may complain, and justly complain, that he is made to 
labour at unseasonable hours, and on days which the law allots 
to him ; and that he is neither fed nor clothed as the law directs i 
but who is 'to prove these transgressions ? The slave cannot, 
for the law does not recognise the validity of his testimony 
against a White man. If the master were put upon his oath, 
equally nugatory would be this expedient ; for the man who 
wants rectitude and feeling to be just to his slaves, will hardly 
scruple to serve his ends by perjury. Again : if a slave is 
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punished or beat with improper and illegal severity, or even cwt 
and maimed-— not to mention the numerous acts of petty tyranny to 
which he is subject uiider a cruel master — and there h m legal 
evidence to prove those enormities, the offender cannot be 
convicted of them. He may, then, go on with impunity in this 
system of oppression, as long as he can contrive to keep with- 
out the reach of the laws. Extreme cases of this nature, it may 
be said, seldom occiiT ; but such a supposition is no argument 
that the \qm should not provide effectually against them. Even 
murder may escape condign punishment while this defect in 
the slave laws is suffered to exist. There is only one wav of 
removing this obstacle to the more effectual amelioration of 
the condition of the slave ; and that is, by rendering his evi- 
dence, under certain modifications, legally admissible against 
Whites. Such an innovation would indeed probably raise an 
outcry among a certain class of persons, who see danger in 
every boon of kindness extended to the slaves ; but a day will 
arrive, when it will be a subject of wonder, even in the West 
Indies, that human beings should have been precluded the 
means of procuring legal redress against injury and oppression ; 
that the skadov) and mockery of justice should have been held 
out to them, while an insuperable bar was placed between 
them a;nd the reality." 

So much for the general state of the slaves. Now take an 
individual case, as given by an eye-witness, Mr. Gilgras, a 
Methodist JVIissionary. 

** A master of slaves who lived near us in Kingston, Jamaica, 
exercised his barbarities on a Sabbath morning, while we 
were worshipping God in the chape! ; and the cries of the 
female sufferers have frequently interrupted us in our devotions. 
But there was no redress for them or for us. This man wanted 
jnonej?, and, one of the female slaves having two fine children, 
be sold one of them, and the child was torn from her maternal 
affection. In the agony of her feelings she made a hideous 
howling, and for that crime was flogged. Soon after he sold 
her other child. This * turned her heart within her,* and im- 
pelled her into a kind of madness. She howled night and day 
in the yard ; tore her hair ; ran up and down the streets and 
the parade, rending the heavens with her cries, and literally 
watering the earth with her tears. Her constant cry was, * Da 
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wieked massa 'Jew, he sell my c/didrmi. Will 710 Bnckra mas§a 
pity Negar '? What mc do ? Me no have one child I ' As she stood 
before the ' window/ she said, Ih^'d her hands towards 

heaven, * Mi/ inassa:^ do^ my massa 'minister:^ p^ty "^iQ My 
heart do so' (shaking herself violently), ^ my heart do so, hemitse 
me have no child, ^ 'M.e-.go to massa home, in tmssa yard, 'and in 
my hut, and me no sec 'em. ■ And then her cry went up to God." 
( Watson's Defence of the Methodists, p. 26.) ■ 

Mr, Stewart gives us. another case, which could only have 
occurred ill a slave colony, ; 

** All overseer, well known as a man of violent and tyrannical 
temper,: was employed, by a great attorney, on an estate for 
which he was reeeiyer. His treatment of the slaves was so cruel 
and oppressive, that, after reiterated and fruitless complaints, 
nnmhers of them absconded from the property, and would not re- 
turn to it, ddabtiess from a dread of the punishment that awaited 
them. At length, a party of these fugitive slaves formed the 
desperate a«id atrocious design of murdering this man ; which 
purpose they effected, and subsequently suffered death for the 
crime. This man had been suffered to hold his sit uatioii for 
many years prior to this catastrophe; notwithstanding that his 
cruelties were notorious to the whole neighbourhood. The 
assassins neither robbed the house, nor molested the wife and 
child of their vietinj, though both were in their power." p. 229. 
M\\ Stewart adds, tha? " this case was an unusual one/' 
have no doubt it was : and yet, what must be the state of law 
and feeling in a commuuity where such a monster was permitted 
*'for many years" to exercise his " notorious'^ cruelties and 
oppressions, without the slightest interruption either from 
employer or magistrate ? 

But we are unwilling to prolong this discussion. Take, how- 
ever, one fact, as to food. The law of the Leeward Islands of 
21st April 17D8,stiii in Ibrce-— (see House pf Commons papers of 
5th April iai6, p. 56)r— prescribes, as the weekly allowance of 
adult labouring slaves, either nine pints of unground corn or 
beans or oatmeal, or eight pints of pease or wheat floor or corn 
meal, or seven pints of rice, or eight pounds of biscuit, or 
twenty pounds of potatoes or yams ; and it authorizes the 
master, in the time; of crop, to, diminish even this scanty allow- 
ance by one-fifth. That this allowance is miserably scanty. 



barely sufficient to keep a man alive, will be evident to every 
one who knows aoy thiog of the matter, or who will make the 
espenmeut on a labourer in this coyrury. Bot it is demons 
straSed to be so by this fact, that the prison allowance to slaves 
in Jamaica, ^nd the stated allow^ance to labouring slaves in the 
Bahamas, is more than double the allowance to labouring slaves 
in the Leeward Islands^ beiog twenty-orje pints of coin or wheat 
fiour, fifty-six pounds of yams or potatoes, &c« 

Mr. Baring thinks, with the West Indians, that the slaves are 
as happy as the peasantry in England. But let iis suppose 
a state of things in this country, in which every baililFof an 
estate should be armed with a power of driving th^^ labourers^ 
both men and women, to their \wk, bymean^ of the lasli ; and 
should also be at liberty to use his entire discretion as to the 
infliction of punishment, by confinement to extent, and by 
the cart-whip to the extent of thirty-nine lashes on the bare hody^ 
for any conduct' wliich he might construe into an offence ; 
what, in this case, would be the condition of the English 
peasantry ? And can we regard the overseers of the West Indies 
as; safer depositories of power than English bailifls would bel 
O't are the overseers of the West Indies angeisj and not iiien, 
that there is no risk of their abusing the authority thus reposed 
in them V\'^(RevieWf &c. p. 17.) 

For a reply to what Mr, Baring says respecting the opinions 
of Governors, <!^c, we beg to refer to Appendix S, p. 199* 



w. . 

*' Moral degradation^' Szc. (p. 38,) 

Mr. Baring admins the sad moral degradation of the Ne» 
groes« But is it not obvious that that admission involves so 
much culpable negligence (to say no more) on Ihe part of the 
niaasters, as cf itself furnishes a strong presumption that all 
cannot be as right iii other respects as Mr. Baring would flatter 
himself it is I 
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The danger is extreme^* &c, (p» 90.) 



Bfii. Baring quotes the authority of Sir James Leitlj, tiie 
Governor of Barbadoes, in support of the assertion that 
the Baibadoes commotioiis in 1810 was owiaig to reports of 
what was doing at home. Where is that authority to be found I 
W« do not believe lhat any such has ever been produced. On 
the contrary^ the Government of the day declined to produce 
Sir Jaases Leilh's dispatchesj and the West Indians pruderjtiy 
forbore to call for them. It is eompetent to Mr. Baring, howr 
ever, now to call for tliem; and we trust he will do bo., heVmg 
perfectly persuaded that they will throw a new and instructive 
light on the whole subfect. They will tend, we have no doubt 
whatever, to dissipate the alarms which are sedulously creat» 
ing at the present moment, to serve an obvious purpose, by 
rumours of apprehended insurrectioB ; and wliicb new plots 
may even be got up to magnify-^-'plots issuing, like former 
plots, in the destruction, not of any White life^ but of abun- 
dance of Black live,*?. These rumours of plots^ and these para- 
graphs of alarm, are quite familiar to all who lived during 
the Slave-Trade controversy. There was a regular importa- 
tion of them every year; and so there will be again. 

We will admit that a discussion about a" Agrarian law might, 
under certain supposable circumstances, produce agitation in 
the minds of the lower classes in this country. We do not 
believe, however, that it would, unless they were suffering 
severely from the pressure of some great and touching evil, 
which they supposed the Government and Parliament could 
obviate. But there is no analogy between the two cases. Here, 
almost every man we meet can read, and understand, and dis- 
cuss : in Barbadoes, we question whether any one slave can 
read a newspaper, if he could have access to it. And who is 
to communicate intelligence to him on the subject? The 
Whites mni People of Colour are interested, as they conceive, 
in withholding such inteliigcnce from him.— But should wt'. 
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cither in our own case or in that of IrtluntI, admit it as a 
valid reason for forbearing to discuss great and acknowledged 
evils, under wliicli the mass of the population might labour^ 
with a view to their effectual relief, that the minds of tlie 
sufferers might be agitated by the discussion? If so, what 
evil could ever be remedied? But sulrely the danger is infi- 
nitely less in discussing, at 5000 or 6000 miles* distance, the 
evils under which the ignorant, non-reading slaves of Jaiiiaica, 
Deinarara, or Barbadoes labour, especially as abuost every one 
of them speaks only a jargon which would be unintelligible 
in this country, and to almost every one of Ihem the language 
of our newspiapers would be still more unintelligible.' Of 
thisj vvhatever may be said* on the subject in Parhamentary 
speeches, and in Memorials and Reports from the islands, 
resident West -Indians are as fully persuaded as we are. 
Ever? this very year, when the u$e made of sucli insertions by 
their opponents should have taught them a little controversial 
prudence, what do we iihd in the Royal Gazette of Jamaica 1 
In the Supplement to that Gazette, from May 31 to June 7, 
1823, is inserted a letter on the subject of the projected 
eoiantiipation of the slaves, signed *' Quercus,'' aud dated ** St, 
Ann's, May 14, 1823," which had originally appeared in the 
Jamaica Journal. It is too long to be transcribed, but it may 
be seen, by any gentleman who wishes to satisfy himself re- 
specting it, either at Lloyd's, or at the Jamaica Coffee-house. 
The only attempt at disguise, is the flimsy one of printing Mr. 
Wilberforee's name thus, ** W- — e and the word eman- 
cipation (though this is not done uniformly) thus " e - < .n." 
Considering tlie whole drift and texture of this paper, such 
expedients can serve no better purpose of concealment, than 
the attempt of the foolish bird to conceal itself by hiding its 
head under iis wing. No Negro, who could understand the 
(discussions in our newspapers, if he had access to those 
papers, but must see from this Jamaica Gazette, published in 
Kingston, and transmilled to almost every plantation in the 
island, that there is at this moment a violent conflict between 
the planters of our Colonies, and a large party in England 
who espouse the cause cf the slaves; and that their freedom 
is the subject of debate. This is manifest from every line of 
the long and inflammatory letter of ** Quercus," But will 
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any one believe, \\nv\, if tlicre were any truth in the Btatt ineiifs 
of apprehended danger from Parliivincniarv or public discus- 
sion on this point ; if there wen? any truth in the statements 
that the Negroes would be intbnied to insurrection by these 
discussions, or even that they had any means of [i^aring of 
them, or understanding them ; a letter , of this description 
would have been sutTered to appear first in the Jamaica 
Journal, and then, for the manifest purpose of more extensive 
circulation, be inserted in the Royal Gazette of ihe Island i 
It is absolutely in)possible. 

The paper begins with a violent attack on tin? ** African 
Society," although that Society has taken no part in the pre- 
sent movemciit. They are stated to ** have never ceased, by 
their emissaries and reports, to aim at the anticipiil'on of th<:ir 
ultimate schemes in the excitation of rebellion." Those emis- 
saries (we need not say, the mere figment of the writer's brain), 
** mant/ of whom are now m this island^' were sent out, ** like 
Saql, breathing fury and slaughter," but were converted from 
their horrid purposes by the mere sight of slavery: **They 
have perceived, instead of the Iiorrible antl (iisgusting illusions 
attached to the name of daverijy the complete happinebs of 
the Negroes ; they have perceived that slavcri/ exists onlij in 
the name f which in this country, compared wiiii the boasted 
liberty of some of their own countrymen, h a strvicc of ytrject 
freedom" — This is surely sutliciently intelligible. — The sub- 
stance of the violent debate which took place cn tlic Registry 
Bill, on the 10th June 181G, is then given, and the writer 
proceeii^o revile the Abolitionists : ** Language possesses not 
tern»s sutlicicnt to convey the horror and detestation in which" 
their conduct ** ouyht to be held." Their deceit *• would be 
disgraceful to the inmates of Pandemonium itself. Blood and 
massacre their objects ; privileged in the practice of the most 

malignant passions <fcc. Again, ** Even Mr. \V -e 

himself, on that day declared that it was"" too much for a pu- 
tient man to hear witliout emotion, that he and his friends 
should be charged with endeavouring io excite insnrrtctioJi, 
when for twenty-seven years they had been continually vin- 
dicating themselves from the charge of wishtJig to make the 
slaves frce,'^ — We do not quote thfc words of ** Quercus " as 
being correct in point of statement, but as shewing, that, in 
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the very heart of this slave colony, they are not half so fearful 
as some of our senators are, lest ** one rash word, one too 
ardent expression, should raise a flame not to be eslinguished." 
Even Mr. Canning is quoted as having declared that the 
House of Commons never entertained the notion of including 
'^emancipation*' [at full length, thus giving the key lo the 
cipher in other parts] with the measure of abolition." 

After this, who will may believe the allegations of danger 
of insurrection among the slaves from the public discussion 
of their condition in this country. 



Y. 

"Are any of these cases to be compared with the West Indies,'' 
^c, the Slaves outnumbering the Whites hy at least ten to 
one?'* (p. 100.) 

And yet, what would gentlemen have? We cannot make cases. 
We must take the best analogies we can find ; and certainly 
those produced bv Mr. Buxton, notwithstanding the statements 
of Mr. Baring, are abundantly strong. But there are still 
stronger to be produced. That of Hayti, and tha;t also of Sierra 
Leone, are, in their different ways, very decisive confirmatory 
presumptions in favour of the safety, and also of the {)eneficial 
effects, of emancipation voluntarily conceded. Both tfiese cases 
will be found fully stated in Mr. Clarkson's "Thoughts on the 
Necessity of improving the Condition of the Slaves, and on the 
Practicability, Safety, and Advantages of Emancipation a 
work which we particularly recommend to the perusal of Mr. 
Baring. Mr. Ciarkson has omitted to notice the caae of Gua- 
daloupe, which is still more in point than any he has mentioned. 
We have already briefly adverted to it; and we hope hereafter 
to give a more detailed statement of the history and effects of 
this striking experiment in Negro emancipation. As to the 
disproportion of ten Blacks to one White in our colonies, that 
disproportion was at least as great in Guadaloupe, and it is 
ten times as great in Sierra Leone, 
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If these children are bom free, .who is to take care of them?/" 
" You do away the interest of the proprietor in them **it 
will not be worth his while to bring them upj^ ** He has not 
the same reason for taking care of the mother or the offspring.'* 
(p, 101.) 

We really do iiot thiuk so badly of the West Indians as Mr, 
Baring seems to do. W^ do not believe they will kill the chil- 
dren because they are to Imve no permanent interest in them. 
But, in fact, they have a permanent inten st in the future tenantry 
and labourers of their estates; What is it that gives to land, 
any where, its value, biit population? And what an astonishing 
rise has taken place in the value of land, wherever a free popu- 
lation has increased ? Waving, however, this view of the sub- 
ject, we would ask Mr. Baring, Who tflkes' care of them now? 
In Jamaica, and many of the other colonies, they are now fed, 
from infancy till they can' p-rovide for themselves, by their pa- 
rents, and, with slight exceptions, by their parents alone. This 
they have done hitherto by means of their Sundays and a day 
in a fortnight out of crop. But if a day in the week be added, as 
it ought, and as we trust is intended, to the Sundays, they will 
then possess more adequate means of providing for them. If 
the lime now granted them has hitherto been deemed suffi- 
cient by West-Indians {we certainly do not think it so) for the 
maintenance of the slaves and their families, then thev must 
admit, that, with an additional day in the weekj there can be 
no doubt as to the sufficiency of their means. We luay, in that 
case, safely leave the question of food, which is a most im- 
portant question, to parental aifectlon. As for clothings, the 
Negro children now go in general stark naked. Its cost, how- 
ever, in any case, would be a mere trifle, and, considering all 
we have heard of the facility with which Negroes raise provi- 
sions, poultry, pigs, &c., and the prices tliey obtain for them 
in the market, would be easily procurable. Then, when the 
children arrived at the age of five or six, they would be capable 
of doing much to aid their parents and maintain themselves. We 
have seen, that at that age they are now formed into gangs, 
(p. 181), under a driveress ; and that they are made extremely 



useful in weeding caoesj distribuiing oiaiuire, &c. iiuleed, In 
weeding canes, a most imporlaut work, they do nearly as much 
asaduits. If the labour of an adult, in twelve or thirteen days 
in the year, can produce such results as the Jamaica Assembly 
and Sir E. Woodford tell iis it will, theo the labour even of 
children of this age, continued for every day in the year, must 
be attended with very considerable effects, increasing daily 
as they advance in life. A large portion of their tinte would, 
however, we trust, be given to other objeeis, and pailicularly 
to that of education. And this point Mr. Baring has wholly over- 
looked. The plan of emancipating the children is inseparably 
combined with a system of instruction conducted under the super- 
intendence of Government, and of proper persons jappointed by 
them* Even if the proprietors interest in the children could be 
regiarded as lessened by this arrangement, a substitute would be 
found for it in the care of the teachers who would be required 
to conduct their Christian education. A system of strict regu- 
lation and controul, proceeding on general rules, and not on 
private caprice, would undoubtedly be indispensable ; and the 
public police might, if needful, be invigorated as the private 
police was relaxed. But into these points of detail it is not ne- 
cessary now to enter. Ail we meant to do, in adverting to the 
subject, was to shew that Mr, Baring's objection to the plan was 
not so well founded as he seems to have apprehended ; and 
that, as far as there is any weight in it, it divests West Indian 
proprietors of all those kindly feelings which induce the English 
gentleman to labour fur the temporal comfort and moral im- 
provement of his poorer neigUbours. 

I iirmiTifiiiiii i[jMiii III in w iiiiiiiiM 

AA. 

Jf ive arrive at a free Black populatmt, the islands will be 
gone from this cmmtry." Such a population will not consent 
to devote their labours to proprietors resident in England.^' 
Establish such a state of societg^ and the colonies ivould be 
of no farther value to Great Britain,^' (p. 102.) 

Such is the argument of Mr. Baring.— Uiidoubtcdly it would 
be most absurd, to suppose that a free Black populatiors would 
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eoiitinue to devote their labours to proprietors resident either 
in the West Indies or in Eogland. It would be the very height 
of- extravagaiice to ' entertaiii- such an idea, it would be the 
same absurdity which is now involved in maintaining that the 
slaves labour for their masters without the stimulus of the whip. 
But would the proprietors of the soil be v/orse off, or would 
the public interests suifer, if labourers isi the West Indies 
worked, as labourers in England work^ from a view not to the 
beiie^t of their employers^ but of tliemselyes ? A free Black 
population would unquestionably act upon the same principles,, 
and with the same ends in view, as a free White population* 
They would be stimulated by a regard to their own interests, 
not to that of their employers ; but under the operation of this 
principle the interests of employers, as well as the general 
interests of the state, would, in the West Indies, as in every 
other portion of the globe, be more effectually served than they 
can possibly be by compulsory labour under the lash. We 
refer Mr. Baring to Mr, Cropper's and Mr. Adam Hodgson's 
pamphlets for proof of this propositioHi It is ^ proposition, 
indeed^ about which we scarcely can believe that his own en- 
lightened mind can entertain a doubt. We may have less sugar 
from the West Indies, but we shall have it from some other 
quarter. We shall, however, ha^e a far more extended con- 
sumption of our manufactures there : and far more of individual 
comfort and enjoyment.— Supposing that Bonaparte had not 
madly attempted to restore the cart-whip in St. Domirigo, 
]ivould that island hjave been lost to France | Touiss^iit kad 
preserved it for , France. He had driven the English froiis it. 
He had established tranquillity throughout the island. He had 
revived: agriculture. The tgstimony of the French functionaries 
residing in St, Domingo at the time. General Vincent, General 
La Croix, and Colonel Malenfant, h express and unequivocal 
as, to the astonishing state of prosperity to which the island 
had been restored, and the order which reigned in every de- 
partment of its administration. Would St. Domingo, under 
these circumstances, have been of no value to France, had 
France been wise enough to cherish the freedom of the Negroes, 
instead of vainly attempting to crush it? She would at this 
moment have possessed a far more formidable West-rlndian 
power, and a more extensive West-In<lian commerce, than we 
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possess. Even after all the devastations whicli that island has 
midergone, and wnder all the serious disadvantages which it 
still experiences, besides maintaining a . large and growing 
population in the oversowing abundance of all the necessaries 
of life, and defraying all the expense of civil and military esta- 
blishments and of education alsOj it carries on a very con- 
siderable foreign commerce. In the year ending September 
1821, 50,000 tons of shipping, belonging to the United States 
alone, were employed in the trade of Hayti. Again : k the 
trade of India, or Java, or Ceylon, kss valuable, because the 
inhabitants are free^ and labour for their own beneiit, and not 
for the benefit of masters, either present or absent? 

We will present Mr. Baring with a striking fact illustrative 
of our views of this subject; and although tire details will 
occupy more space than we could have wished, yet they are 
too iraportantj, and too w^ell authenticated, to be omitted. 

In tlie year 1776, Samuel Nottingham, a Quaker, who he- 
came possessed of a small estate in Tortola, to which were 
attached twenty-five Negroes— viz. six men, ten women, four 
boys, and five girls-^determined on manumitting them. He 
accordingly did manumit them by the following deed. 

*^Be it remembered, that whereas I, Samuel Nottingham, of 
Long Island in the province of New York, gentleman, am 
owner, or reputed owner, of a number of Negroes, on the island 
of Tortola, in the English West Indies ; and considering that 
liberty is their right and property, which in equity, justice, and 
good conscience ought to be restored to them ; and having a 
testimony in my heart against the iniquitous practice of enslaving 
our fellow-men ; therefore, as far as in me lies, I conclude it 
jiecessary for me to grant unto the said Negroes their natural 
right of freedom, and, accordingly, I have granted, and by these 
presents, in consideration of Five Pounds sterling to me by the 
said Negroes paid at and before the sealing of this instrument, 
and for divers others good causes and considerations me thereto 
moving, do grant, barg ain, sell, release, assure, and confirm, unto 
all and every of the said^ Negroes, their liberty and freedom, as 
fully and amply as though herein particularly and respectively 
seated. And moreover, I, the said Samuel Nottingham, do cove- 
mnt 2ind grant, for myself, my heirs, executors, and administra- 
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tors, to and with the Baid Negroes respectively, that tliey, and 
each of theiBp shall aod may enjoy their freedom, and aiiy 
estate real or personal which they, or any of ihem, may acquire, 
without the let, suit, hindrance, of molestation of me or iiiy 
heirs, or any person or persons ckiraing, or to claim, by, from, 
or under me or them ; hereby quitting all claim and demand to 
them and their posterity. In witness whereof, I hav6 hereunto 
set my hand and seal this 30th day of the 6th Month, 1776. 

(Signed) Samuel Nottingham.'^ 

" Sealed and delivered in the pi^esence of us, 
Nicholas Wain., 
"Sarah Wain." 

About six years afterwards, Samuel Nottingham addressed 
to one of these slaves the following letter*-— 

Dear Oeorge, " Bristol, SOth of <Jth Month, l?8r3, 

" Thy letter of the 8th of last 6th Month we received, and it 
was well pleasing to us to hear of the present good disposition 
of thyself and the rest of our late servants, whose welfare and 
happiness both here and hereafter we have much at heart i but 
we are sorry to hear of the removal of poor John Venture, and 
Harry, though not without hopes of their partaking of that 
mercy which is extended to all, without respect of persons, 
whether white or black. So, George, remember, what we write 
to thee we write to all of you who once called us Master and 
Mistress ; but now you are all free, as far as it is in our power to 
make you so, because none are free indeed, exeept they are free 
in Christ ; therefore, we admonish you, not as your master and 
mistress, but as your friends and benefactors, beseeching you to 
be cautious of your conduct and circumspect in your behaviour 
to all, that none may accuse you of abusing that freedom which 
we, in the course of Divine Providence, have been permitted to 
give you. Remember also, that, as free men and women, ye 
stand accountable for every part of your conduct, and must 
answer for the same in your own persons, if yon do amiss ; in 
which case the laws where you are have provided a punishment^ 
according to the nature of the offence ; but do well, and ye shall 
have praise of the same. And that you may be enabled to live 
honestly among men,We have given you oar East-End plantatio.iij 
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in Fathog Bay, with every thibg thereunto belonging, which we 
will endeavour to have secured to you by all lawful ways 
and means, that none may deprive you nor your oftspring 
of it, but that you may freely cultivate and improve it to your 
own benefit and advantage, and thereby be provided with a 
sufficient subsistence to live comfortably together, in all Friend- 
liness and cordiality; assisting each other, that those more 
advanced in years may advise the younger, and these submitting 
to the counsel of the elder; so that good order and harmony may 
be preserved among you, which will assuredly draw down the 
blessing of the Most High. But if you have not wherewithal to 
cultivate and improve the plantation yourselves, we advise you 
to hire yourselves for a season to whom you please, as also the 
plantation, if you think it necessary, till you acquire a sufficiency 
to go on yourselves ; but in every step you take of this kindj 
always remember the good of the whole. And as soon. as you 
can make a beginning on the plantation yourselves, v/ith cotton 
and provisions^ we would by all means have you to do it^ that 
you may not be scattered and too much divided ; but endea- 
vour to dwell together, and be content with food and raiment ; 
and a blessing will certainly attend you under the influence of 
such a disposition. Tell Dorcas Vanterpooi we are much 
obliged to her for her friendly care and attendance of poor 
John Venture and Harry, during their sickness. We shall be 
pleased to hear how you go on by any opportunity, and that 
you cautiously maintain a good report among the neighbours. 
Live in love among yourselves, and the peace of Him who passeth 
all understanding will assuredly be with you and yours ; which 
we earnestly desire and pray for, being your sincere friends and 
v/ell -wishers, (Signed) Samuel Nottingham. 

(Signed) Mary Nottingham. 
" To George Nottingham, one of the Negroes 

belonging to the East-End Plantation, late 

the property of Samuel Nottingham, at 

Fathog Bay, in Tortola." 

In the year 1822 this little colony of free persons was visited 
several times by two highly respectable gentlemen ; on whose 
authority we are enabled to state the following particulars. 
^' Of the original persons liberated, nine are still alive ; besides 
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whom there are twenty-live of tbeu' children, - and nim grand-, 
children ; making in ail forty-three persons. The whole of 
them reside on the same plantation, which they have ever 
since cultivated. Half of it is chieliy in provisions, and the 
rest is used as pasturage for their stock, which consists of 
twenty-eight cows, thirteen goats, and thirteen hogs. For- 
merly they cultivated cotton, but, the price falling very low, 
they did not continue to plant it. JelFery Nottingham, one of 
those originally emancipated, exclusive of his share in the 
plantation and stf^ck;, possesses five acres of land and a 
house in Spanish town, and a vessel of twenty-three feet kee!. 
Diana and Eve (horn since 1776) have each a boat of seven- 
teen and fourteen feet keel. For some years the seasons were 
so bad that they found it difficult to get water for their stock, 
and got little return for their labour: but still they had been 
able to support thenaseives, and to acquire the property men- 
tioned above, while they increased in nuni^ber from twenty-five 
to forty-three. Not one of them is now in debt ; and their 
property is free from all incumbrance. Twelve of the grown-up 
persons are members of the Methodist Society, and, with their 
children, attend regularly the Methodist chapel at East-End, 
except m case of sickness. During the whole period since 
their emancipation none of them have been sued in court, or 
brought before a magistrate to answer to any complaint. Only 
one of them once obt9,ined a warrant against a person who 
had assaulted him, who begged his pardon and was forgiven. 
The same person, on coming from sea, was arrested the day 
he landed for a capitation tax on free persons, of which he 
had not been apprized, and put into prison. The next day 
he paid the money, about eighteen dollars, and was released. 
Several of them can read and write. JelFery's wife, Grace, 
acts as schoolmistress : she reads well. They have lately 
built three houses in their village^ of wood, and shingled. The 
Avhole of their houses had been destroyed by the hurricane of 
1810, and have since been rebuilt. They are a fine healthy 
race, all black, having intermarried with each other; and seem 
to dwell very happily together." 

Now, we would put the question to Mr. Baring, Whether it 
would have been more advantageous for the interests either of 
the individuals or of the state, that Mr. Nottingham's twenty-five 
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slaves had contiiiiied slaves (liable to all the risks of isiliumaii 
owners and overseers, and all the other evils of that cosiditioo^ 
and particularly to that progressive diminution of their num- 
bers which has been the common fate of the slaves in almost 
all our colonies, and among the rest in Tortola) ; or that they 
should have been living free and in comfort for nearly fifty 
years, during which they have accumulated some property, 
and have increased from twenty- five to forty-three? Ami, as 
far as advantage to this', country goes, we will venture to say 
that the forty-^three Nottinghams consume more of British 
produce and manufactures in a year, and promote the traffic 
of Tortola itself more, than three times the number of slaves 
would do* But Mr. Baring will say, this is a single in- 
stance. True; but why is it so? Not because there are 
not many slaves who would have equally rewarded the bene- 
volence of their master, but because there has been but 
ONE -Nottingham. 




** I know no question upon which petitions have been procured 
with mo7'0 trick and management than on the present. They 
have, in fact, been got up by a few persons in the Metropolis." 
(p. 103.) 

Mm, Barings could have had no means himself of knowing the 
truth of this statement. He has therefore ventured, on the 
misinformation of others^ to lend the weight and respectability 
of his name to a representation the very reverse of true. Let 
not Mr. Baring flatter himself that the feeling which has been 
manifested on this subject is a short and evanescent burst, 
excited by trick and management. He may rely upon it, it is 
far more solidly founded. It is founded on a deep-rooted 
persuasion that slavery is inherently and intrinsically evil ; 
and that our system of colonial slavery, in particular, " is at 
war with every principle of religion and morality, and outrages 
every benevolent feeling." In the volume now before him, 
Mr. Earing may see the whole trick and management of the 
Committee. They consist in the circulation of the occasional 
papers prefixed to this volume, and of books openly published 
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to the world/' If in these papers, or these books^ tliere be 
positions which -he can coiitrov^.rt, let hiiB do so ; but it is 
aitogether unfair to assmne, that to trick and BiatiagemeJit, 
and not to the fair influence of discussion, is to be ascribed the 
interest which this question has excited in the public mind. 

Mr. Baring can hardly be serious in attriboting all the zeal 
shewn in this country for benevolent objects, not to a well- 
foimded sense of duty, but to a kisid of popish compromise 
with conscience, by which sin may be atoned for. If he is^ 
it only shews how ignorant very acute and intelligent men 
may be of what is passing immediately around them. 

We do not undertake to defend the humbug" practised at 
Vienna and Verona, on the subject of the Slave Trade, from 
the sarcastic observations of Mr. Baring. 



" It fells, in language that cannot be mistaken^ ike degree of 
protection which the laivs afford to the Negro.'' (p. 113.) 

It is a proper sequel to the account which Mr. Buxton has 
given of Carty'g cruelty to his slave Quasheba, to insert an 
extract of a letter from Lord Bathurst to Colonel Arthur on 
the subject, dated 12th March 1817 

" The cruel conduct of this inhuman wretch could not fail 
to excite all those feelings of pity and commiseration which you 
so justly describe ; and I immediately submitted your letter, 
with its several encloii ares, to the consideration of the law 
officers of the Crown, to know how far I was authorized to direct 
you to manumit the unfortunate woman. But they report;, that 
Carty is indictable only for the cruelty committed ; that^ as she 
is his property, there is no power to take her away, consequently 
none for her manumission, unless, indeed, there be any law 
in Honduras which confers the power to maiiumit slaves uRfier 
such circumstances. I can therefore only express my concern 
that such a wretch should remain unpunished ; but if you caii 
suggest any mode in which he can be brought to punishment, 
i shall be most happy to attend to it." 

Who, after reading this letter (the declaration of his Ma- 
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josty'M Govornment of their fibsolute itnpotency to redress such 
{AritHOHK 'vvron«i;s), c;in question the indispensabh^ ohli|^atioii of 
the parlrdmeut •dud people of Great Britain to interfere to 
amend this detestable system ? 



Before we conclude, we are anxious to point out and rectify 
a mistake (the only one we have detected in that work) which 
occurs in the pamphlet called " Ne2;ro Slavery." The clause 
in ihe 4th section of the Consolidated Slave Law of Jamaica of 
1B1(>, which, as we have stated above (p. 153), provides, for 
the first time, that the number of days in the year allowed 
to the slaves for the cultivation of their grounds, exclusive 
of Sundays, shall be at least twenty-six, was overlooked, and 
the number of days allowed was assumed to be the same as in 
the Act of IBOl), namely, sixteen. This error will, of course, 
be corrected in any future edition of that publication. 

And this reminds us of the necessity of remarking, that it 
would be absolutely impossible to follow the ever-shifting 
provisions of colonial legislation, so as to be always correct as 
to the actual state of the law at the precise moment of writing. 
We have just learnt, for example, that, in deference to 
public opinion in this country, the legislature of Barbadoes 
recently altered their law on the subject of the murder of 
a slave, so as no longer to render it necessary to the convic- 
tion of the murderer that he should have perpetrated the crime 
*' without provocation.'' And this alteration we shall doubtless 
hear adduced, both a« a proof of our unfairness, and of the 
growing liberality of the colonists. 

It may be proper also to observe, that, notwithstanding the 
alarms of commotion and conspiracy, sanctioned by procla- 
mations of Governors, and by imposing details of correspon- 
dents, which have filled the public ear of late ; we have not 
l)een able, after the most diligent inquiry, to discover a single 
fact to justify them ; and the conclusion to which we Have 
been forced to come is, that such rumours are deemed to be, 
on this as on many former occasions, very convenient weapons 
of controversial warfare. 
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Since the above sheets were written, two pamphlets 
have appeared^ which may be thought to require some 
notice. 

Ooe of these is from the pen of J. F. Barham, Esq.> a 
West-Indiao proprietor, who, at an early period of the 
Slave-Trade controversy, most honourably distinguished 
himself by joining the ranks of the abolitionists. He 
begins his work with assuming that the emancipation 
of our colonial bondsmen is a measure which is now 
unavoidable; the nation expecting, and government being 
pledged '* that the most energetic measures shall be forth" 
vnth employed to bring them into that state in which 
freedom may be granted to them with benefit and safety 
The object of Mr. Barbara's pamphlet, therefore, is not to 
discuss the question of emancipation, but the means of 
carrying it into effect with safety, and even with advantage ; 
and with a due attention to the claims of %"est-Iadian pro- 
prietors to indemnity. £t is not our intention at present 
to investigate the plan proposed by Mr. Barham. What- 
ever falls from him, however, is worth}' of f'eep attention ; 
and we trust that ail who are interested in the question 
will be ready to give to his suggestions the consideration 
to which they are justly entitled. 

It will be ri^ht, however, to remark, that we differ very 
widely from Mr. Barham in many of bis facts and opinions. 
Some of these will be found to have been met, in the pre* 
ceding pages, with such observations as will serve to shew 
what are the grounds of that difference. His cardinal 
error appears to us to be this, that he conceives the 
Negro character not to be susceptible of the same motives 
to exertion which are known to influence every other class 

2 I 
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of men thai iohabit the earth. Upon this point we sire 
completely at issue with him, on the score both of geoemi 
principle, and of fact and experience: and we should not 
hesitate even to take the free Elack and Coloured people 
of Jamaica^ under all their obvious disadvantages, and 
notwithstanding the oppression and degradation to which 
the state of the law and of the feeling of the Whites 
subjects them, as our example, to establish undeijiabjy that 
the African race is equally susceptible .with ourselves of 
all those motives which stimulate to exertion ; and that 
those equivocal appearances which lead superficial ob- 
servers to the conclusipn that they are innately indolent 
and vicious, arid incapable of high advances in 1221 pro ve- 
irient, are the eifect entirely of the, wretched institutions 
Hnder which they are placed, and which tether them, as it 
were, to Ihe very earth. While they see in their superiors 
the veity worst moral examples; while multitudes of them are 
deprived of the means of education and Ohristian instruc- 
tion ; while they are every where stopped in their aspirings 
for distinctioii by barriers which are insuriiioun.table ; we 
cannot wonder that their progress in improvement should 
not have been greater : the wonder is, that it should have 
been so ..great, ...^ ■ ^ .r- ■ '■. ,^ 

Mr. Barbara produces, in proof of his views of this sub- 
ject, a fact d ra\y 11 from the history of Guadaloupe, during 
the period of Negro freedom in that island. Punisli- 
mentibyj the whip had been then totally abolished ; but, 
instead of it, a military tribunal had been established, con- 
sisting of five Whites and Blacks, ^ho made a tour of the 
island once a month, in order to tri/ md punish such Ne- 
groes as had neglected their work. They were condemaed 
to be chained by the middle and ancle for Jive to fifteen 
years. The more refractory were shot, which very frequently 
happened.'— Now, what does this statement (though in- 
vidiously specifying only the severest punishments) proves 
but that in Guadaloupe public justice was substituted for 
the caprice of individual tyranny ? Circuit courts, com- 
posed of Black as weil as White judges were instituted^ 
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md non consiat that they did not adoiisiister the laws 
impartially J aod even leoiently. The refractory were shot 
ill Guadaioupe : in Jamaica they are hanged : the dme- 
reme is. Bot very essential. The main infereocej however^ 
from the whole is this : From fifty tO' sixty thousand slaves 
were liberated Ib a day from, the power of the driver's cart- 
whip^ and from arbitrary- p:iiQishsBeot-. by the master^ -and 
were osade.the immediate subjects of equal.Iaws^ and 'of a 
police, aO-ectiog all classes - lapd admiiistered by all .classes 
in common; and yet rio.'^ommotibii followed^.coltiTOtioii 
proceeded regularkj aod Whites a^d Blacks united in the 
disc^harge even of the highest offices of the state. 

•We refrain frooi pursuing Mr, Barham^s reasonings m 
this subject further. They are all dependent on the grand 
error of his system,~-a radical misconception of the capa- 
cities and tendencies of the African character, formed on 
a knowledge of them only in their servile and degraded 
conditiorso It is impossible^ at the same time, not to honotir 
the candour and ingenuousness of Mr» Barham's adssis* 
sions. Though he thinks that the slave, in most physical 
circumstances, is better off than the labouring class of ^ther 
countries, yet he admits that ** in civil and mora! respects 
his condition is not materially changed that " Ms elvil 
rights are yet hardly definable, and his moral improvement 
is almost yet to be begun that the most "^specious 
laws" might not, "from existing circumstances/' " have 
any practical effect;'^ that '' nothing could be easier than 
to introduce Christianity in name, sls for the most insig- 
nificant reward the slaves would universally accept' bap- 
tism but that ** it were better they should remain as they 
are. than, that a Deonle whose religions if indeed, it lian 
be called such at ali^ continuing in fact as it is, should be 
regarded as Christians,;" that "nothing could be easier 
than to abolish ^/ie ivse of the tvhip ; but that those who 
call fQr this abolition always end by proposing some other 
means of coercion, some other instrument of punishment; 
less decried perbapSj, but which is to be equally effee- 
tuah What, again,*' he asks, " will the slave gain by this ? 



244 



POSTSCRIPT, 



It were better that his chains should appear in their foil 
deformitys than that they should foe gilded over/' , 

Very different from that of Mr, Barham is the other 
pamphlet to which we have alkidedc It is ' entitled A 
Voice from Jamaica, in Reply to W. Wiiberforce, Esq, ; 
by the Rev, G. W. Bridges, of Trinity College, Oxford^ 
and. Rector of Masschester in Jamaica." We are sorry 
that the 'author of it should be a €IergyoiaE of the Chisrcli' 
of England. It is a feeble intermixtore of intemperate 
animadversions, incorrect statements^ vague apprehensions, 
and most inconclusive reasonings. We cannot enlarge the 
present work by exposing these in detail. We- shall take, 
however, a single instance, and it shall be the very strength 
of his case, in order to shew how little real aid his pam- 
phlet is likely to afford to the cause which he so stoutly 
espouses. Addressing Mr, Wilberforce, he says— 

In p» 17 of your * Appeal,' you confidently make an 
assertion, which it happily falls peculiarly within my pro- 
vince to reply to, upon the authority of that character 
beneath which I claim credit for my affirmations. Yon 
state that * no attempts have been made to introduce 
among them (the Negro slaves) the Christian iastitution of 
marr 'age.' Now, Sir, this I positi vely contradict, by stating 
that I have myself married one hundred and eighty-seven 
couples of Negro slaves, in my own parish, within the last 
two years, all of whom were encouraged by their owners to 
marry ; and that the anxious wish at present expressed by 
them to bind themselves by this sacred institution, we hail 
as one of the first fruits of the dispensation of Christian 
principles. In another parish, St, Thomas in the East, I 
have reason to know that there have been three times that 
number married during the incumbency of the present 
rector, Mr. Trew ; and, though not speaking from nume- 
rical information, I can safely affirm, that the labours of 
the clergy in the remaining nineteen parishes have been 
equally active, and doubtless crowned with the same suc- 
cess." p. 22. 
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Ob looking', however, to the retiiros^ recently kid on the 
table of the 'llm^e of Commons, from Jamaica, of '^^ mar- 
riages legally solemnized betweeii Slaves: siece 'the 1st of 
January 1808/' down to 1822, iocldsive/we/liod (p. 130) 
that in- the parish of Manchester not a- siogle. such marriage 
was celebrated prior to 1820.. In lS20five Biarriages took 
place ; in 1821,- three ; and in 18225 2ione, Mr. Bridges 
most liave %vr-itteE his Voice'' in April or May 1823. 
The expressioiij ** within the last two years/' could there, 
fore have extended no farther back ihm the beginoiog of 
1821* But the official return' of marriages from the be- 
ginniog of 1821 to , the 17th March 1823, is only three. 
Ko less than 184, therefore, of the 187 marriages solemnized 
by Mn Bridges between slaves, in his own parish, ** within 
the last two years,'' must have been subsequent to that 
date. We may well ask, therefore, with a writer in Til E 
Times of the 26th August 1823, who adverts to this very 
statement in the pamphlet of Mr. Bridges, " What can 
have given birth to this new and ardent zeal in the exten- 
sion of marriages? Was it owing to the suggestions of 
Mr. Wilberforce's pamphlet^ which had just then made 
its appearance in Jamaica ? Or were these 184 marriages 
thus suddenly got up in order to furnish a convenient 
practical refutation of his statements 

In the Appendix F. (p. 164— 167) will be found some 
remarks on the subject of these returns of marriages, to 
which we refer the reader. What may have been the 
** active labours of the clergy" in the other parishes, we 
have no means of knowing ; but wa do know that in most 
instances their labours have been ^* crowned " with much 
*' the same success " as attended those of Mr. Bridges 
prior to the appearance of Mr, Wilberforce's Appeal, 
He was himself rector of St. Dorothy's before he re- 
moved to Manchester; but during his incumbency not a 
single marriage appears to have taken place. Before J 820 
no marriage of Slaves had occurred in that parish, and 
from 1820 only three. In many of the other parishes 
the rectors have been equally unsuccessful. From two 
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parishes there are no retarns — -viz. St. Catherine's and 
Westmoreland— the returns in fourteen ybArs from 
some of the others are &3 follow : 

St. John*s Parish One marriage. 

St. Thomas in the Vale None. 

Vcre One. 

Clarendon o, Two. 

St. Ann's None. 

St. Elizabeth's None. 

St. James's » Two. 

Hanover None. 

Falmouth , One. 

Port Royal Two. 

Portland Twenty-seven. 

St. Mary's Thirty-six. 

St, George's Forty-seven. 



For remarks on the returns from the remaining parishes, 
wo must refer again to Appendix F. It ought to be kept 
in view, that the average slave population of each of these 
parishes is upwards of 10,000 souls. 

After this exposition of the correctness of the statements 
of tho Rev. Author, on a point respecting which he must 
have had access to better means of information than on any 
other which has occupied his pen, it wili not be deemed 
necessary that we should detain our readers any longer 
with his pamphlet. 
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